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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

September 1st, 1916. 
International Joint Commission, 

WasTdnfftoriy D, C, and Ottawa ^ Canada. 
Gentlemen: 

In accordance with instructions contained in your Resolution of 
October 1st, 1912, we beg to submit the following Report, containing 
data and considerations basic to the formulation of a reply to the 
questions contained in the following Official Reference, submitted 
to your honorable body by the Governments of the United States 
and of the Dominion of Canada, on June 27th, 1912. 

Depabtment of State, 
WatikmgUm, June 27, 191t. 
International Joint Commission 

OF THE United States and Canada, 

WasHngtony D. C. 
Sirs: 

I hAve the honor to infonu you that at the joint request of the Grovemment 
of the United States and of the Government of the Dominion of Canada, under the 
provisions of Article IX of the Treaty of January 11, 1909, between the United States 
and Great Britain, the questions or matters of difference set forth below, which have 
arisen between them involving the rights, obligations, or interests of each in relation 
to the other, or to the inhabitants of the other, along their common frontier between 
the United States and the Dominion of Canada, are hereby referred to the International 
Joint Commission for examination and report upon the facts and circumstances of the 
particular questions and matters referred, together with such conclusions and recom- 
mendations as may be appropriate. 

The questions so referred are as follows: 

1. In order to seciure the most advantageous use of the waters of the I^ke of the 
\7oods and of the waters flowing into and from that I^e on each side ol the boundary 
for domestic and sanitary purposes, for navigi&tion and transportation purposes, and 
for fishing purposes, and for power and irrigation purposes, and also in order to secure 
the most advantageous use of the shores and harbours of the Lake and of the waters 
flowing into and from the Lake, is it practieable and desirable to maintain the surface 
of the Lake during the different seasons of the year at a certain stated level, and if so 
at what level? 

2. If a certain stated level is recommended in answer to Question 1, and if such 
level is higher than the normal or natural level of the Lake, to what extent, if at all, 
would the Lake, when maintained at such level, overflow the low lands upon its 
southern border, or elsewhere on its border, and what is the value of the lands which 
would be submerged? 

3. In what way or manner, including the construction and operation of dams or 
other works at the outlets and inlets of the Lake, or in the waters which are directly 

98896—17 2 3 
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4 LBTTEB OF TRANSMITTAL 

or ladirectly tributary to the Lake or otherwise is it poasibie and advisable to regulate 
the voliune, use and outflow of the waters of the I^ake so as to maintain the level 
recommended in answer to Question 1, and by what means or arrangement can the 
proper construction and operation of regulating works, or a system or method of regula- 
tion, be best secured and maintained in order to injure the adequate protection and 
development of all the interests involved on both eides of the boundary, with the 
least possible damage to all rights and interests, both public and i>rivate, which may 
be affected by maintaining the proposed level? 

I have the honor to add that the Government of the United States will be glad 
to assist the Commission in obtaining any information which it may desire in the 
course of its investigation of the matters herein referred for its examination and report. 

I am, Sirs, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Sgd) P. C. Knox. 

A letter corresponding to the above, under date of June 27th, 
1912, was communicated by the British Embassy at Washington, 
D. C. It is reproduced as Appendix III, page 266 of this Report. 

Recognizing the urgency of an early Report, we are presenting 
herewith, in three volumes, for your consideration, a large body of 
physical data and numerous studies, indicating the bearing of these 
data on a reply to the questions of the Official Reference. We feel 
constrained to state, however, that some of these data have been in 
hand only a short time, and may require further study and analysis. 
Moreover, we desire, later, to supplement this Report with such 
further data, and to direct your attention to such additional engi- 
neering considerations as the representations of interested parties 
expressed at subsequent Public Hearings, may merit. 

Adolfh F. Meyer, 
Arthur V. White, 
Con3vlting Engineers. 

September 1st, 1916. 
Since the Public Hearings above referred to, additional physical 
data have been assembled and further studies completed. Tabular 
material has been added in the volume of Tables and additional 
graphs in the volume of Plates, and minor alterations have been 
made in this volume of Text. Further discussion of matters per- 
taining to phases of the investigation covered at the Public Hearings 
appears on pages 233 to 255 of this volimie. 

Adolph F. Meyer, 
Arthur V. Wkfte, 
Consulting En^neers. 



Digitized by 



Google 



INTRODUCTION 

A number of questions, centering about the level of the Lake of 
the Woods and the use of its waters, have been the subject of govern- 
mental investigation and international communication at various 
times in the past. 

The Lake of the Woods is an irregularly shaped body of water 
1485 square miles in area. The southerly portion, formerly known 
as the *'Lake of the Woods," and bordered by low shores, is an ex- 
panse of relatively shallow, open water about 25 miles across, and is 
now known as the "Big Traverse." The northerly portion, known 
as the "Little Traverse," consists of numerous bays and inlets, bor- 
dered by bold rocky shores, and dotted with thousands of rocky 
islands. 

The Lake of the Woods derives its water supply from a drainage 
area of 26,750 square miles, almost equally divided between the 
United States and Canada. Perhaps the most prominent character- 
istic of this drainage area is its abundance of rock-bound lakes. The 
aggregate area of all the lakes shown on the best available maps of 
the watershed of the Lake of the Woods constitutes 14.8 per cent of 
the total drainage area tributary to the Lake. About 70 per cent of 
this water area is in Canada and 30 per cent in the United States. 
The shores of almost all of the lakes, except the southerly shore of the 
Lake of the Woods and a portion of the shore of Rainy Lake, are 
bold and rocky, with here and there a fine sandy beach on a bay or 
inlet. These lakes already possess quite a reputation as summer 
resorts, and are visited annually by thousands of tourists. The 
region abounds in fish, and also in moose, deer, and other wild life. 

Of the land area about 8,500 square miles, or 37 per cent of the 
total, consists of arable or semi-arable land, most of it, however, 
requiring drainage. A very small proportion of the total area, con- 
sisting mainly of narrow strips along the lakes and rivers, is under 
cultivation. 

The general character of the soil and forest cover on the water- 
shed is shown on the accompanying maps. One is at once impressed 
with the very lai^e area of outcropping rock, covered with little or no 
soil except in the swamps and marshes. 

In numerous places on the watershed, the ruins of mining struc- 
tures indicate eflfoils to extract metals from the rocks. Very little 
successful mining is carried on, at present, on the watershed, although 
many persons have expressed the view that advances made in the art 
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6 BEPOBT OF OONSULTIKO ENGIKEEB8 

of ore refining, etc., may now favor the successful working of the 
lower grade ores. A few mines are again being opened up. 

About 63 per cent of the total land area is suitable, mainly, for 
forestry and possibly mining. This fact is being recognized and 
efforts are being made in both countries to have the non-agricultural 
land set aside as forest reserves. The reservations which have been 
made to date are shown on Plate 15 of the volimie of Plates. 

The principal drainage course of the watershed tributary to the 
Lake of the Woods is along the boundary between the two countries, 
and the general direction of the flow is northwesterly. A profile along 
the boundary waters is shown on the accompanying Plate. The south- 
eastern extremity of the drainage basin extends to within 15 miles 
of Lake Superior, where the divide has an elevation of approximately 
1800 feet above sea-level datum. The outlets of the Lake of the 
Woods are in Canada, near Kenora and Keewatin, Ontario, at the 
extreme northern end of the Lake. After leaving the Lake the 
waters drain down the Winnipeg River into Lake Winnipeg, and 
thence through the Nelson River to Hudson Bay. The average level 
of the Lake of the Woods during the years 1892-1915, under a state 
of control, has been 1069.7, sea-level datum. 

Under natural conditions there were two main outlets to the 
Lake of the Woods. The larger of these, known as the Western 
Outlet, is that in which the present Norman Dam is located. The 
present Kenora Municipal Power Plant is constructed in what is 
termed the Eastern Outlet. For a Key Map showing the various 
outlets, see Plate 19. 

So far as we have been able to ascertain, the outlets of the Lake 
of the Woods remained in their natural condition until 1879. Tn 
that year a head race was constructed partially in earth and rock ex- 
cavation, and partially in timber structure, in a depression at the ex- 
treme westerly end of Portage Bay, Keewatin. This depression had 
theretofore acted as a small overflow channel for the Lake at high 
stages. In about 1885 the intake was further deepened. The power 
developed at this site was used, during certain seasons of each year, 
until 1906, for the operation of a saw and planing mill. Since that 
time the entire plant has been closed. 

The extreme northerly portion of the Lake of the Woods, at 
Portage Bay, is separated from the Winnipeg River, at Darhngton 
^^.y, by a natural rock ridge along which now runs the Canadian 
Pacific Railway. Even at a comparatively early date it appears to 
have appealed to several persons that the waters of the Lake might, 
by means of artificially constructed channels, be carried across this 
natural barrier and used for power development. 

In 1881 a small cut was made through the rock ridge at the loca- 
tion of the present MiU *'C'' head race, and power developed for 
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LAKE OF THE WOODS IKVBSTIOATION 7 

operating a saw mill. This site changed hands several times during 
the succeeding years, eventually becoming the property of the Lake 
of the Woods Milling Company about the year 1906, and now con- 
stitutes the site of what is known as Mill " C." 

Between Portage Bay and the Western Outlet there is a small 
inlet wliich fonnerly merged into a low area of muskeg extending 
northward from the Lake of the Woods almost across the rock ridge 
lying between the Lake and the Winnipeg River. 

The Canadian Pacific Railway has constructed its main line 
across the head of this bay. The tracks were originally supported by 
trestle work, which was later replaced by a fiU. About 1878, a break- 
water, consisting of rock-filled timber cribs, was built on the lakeward 
side of the trestle, to confine and protect the proposed fill. 

Certain parties holding land between the Railway and the Win- 
nipeg River apparently entertained the hope that water might seep 
through the breakwater, and' the stone foimdation of the trestle, in 
sufficient quantity to operate a small mill on the shore of the River 
below. Consequently, about 1882 or 1883, these parties undertook 
to make a small excavation across the narrow divide between the 
Lake and the Riv^r, with the object of developing power. Appar- 
ently the project was abandoned. Subsequently the RaUway Com- 
pany completed its solid fill where the trestle formerly stood. 

About the year 1889, other parties appear to have acquired the 
land to the north of the Railway, and a small power house (since 
destroyed) was erected on the shore of the Winnipeg River, even 
though there was no water to operate such a plant. The interested 
parties then commenced legal proceedings against the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company, contending that the Company had spoiled 
a natural power site by the fill on its right of way. The action was 
dismissed on the ground that the contentions of the claimants could 
not be justified. This project was then also abandoned. 

In 1887 a canal, several hundred feet west of the first cut, was 
excavated by the Lake of the Woods Milling Company, for the pur- 
pose of developing power for flour milling at what is now Mill '* A." 

In the winter of 1887 to 1888, a structure known as the Roller- 
way Dam — and which acted essentially as a submerged weir — was 
constructed in the Western Outlet of the Lake of the Woods. The 
location of this dam is shown on Plate 19. The circumstances which 
resulted in the construction of this Dam, according to the best infor- 
mation we have been able to obtain, are as follows: 

In the early eighties there prevailed a period of exceptionally 
low water on the Lake of the Woods watershed (see Plate 11). This 
low water had adversely affected navigation, milling and other inter- 
ests on the Lake of the Woods — more particularly in the vicinity of 
Rat Portage where settlement was then increasing. Certain interests 
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8 REPOHT OP CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

of "Rat Portage, Keewatin, and the Lake of the Woods** which had 
been suffering by reason of the low water, transmitted to the Minister 
of Public Works, Canada, a Memorial dated October 7th, 1884, draw- 
ing attention to the fact that: 

"The water of the Lake of the Woods, during the past few years, has been grad- 
ually decreasing, and is now so low that the lumbering and other manufacturing 
interests are seriously interfered with, and the general business and prosperity of the 
place is retarded." 

Suggestion was made to th^ effect that the outlets of the Lake of 
the Woods near Rat Portage might be dammed so as to raise the level 
of the Lake, thereby removing the difficulties due to low stage, and 
at the same time rendering more valuable the water power possibilities 
existent at the outlets of the Lake. 

The low water was evidently a matter of considerable public 
concern. Mr. A. D. McQuarrie, who subsequently was placed in 
charge of the Norman Dam at the time the Ontario Government 
assumed control^ stated to Mr. A. V. White, in the summer of 1913, 
in substance, that in the early eighties he (Mr. McQuarrie) was Editor 
of a small newspaper known as The Rat Portage Progress, and that, at 
that time, the low water period was producmg a marked adverse 
effect on the navigation of the Lake and on the milling interests near 
Rat Portage; and, further, that through his newspaper, representa- 
tions were made showing the public need for adopting some means 
of preventing the Lake from dropping to such low water stages. 
Persons prominently identified with the development of the Lake of 
the Woods country endeavoured to secure Government assistance to 
hold the levels of the lake at more advantageous stages. Among such 
persons was Mr. John Mather, himself a pioneer and largely interested 
in lumbering and milling operations on the Lake. 

On the 5th of April, 1887, an Order-in-Council was passed by the 
Dominion of Canada, in which it is stated that Mr. John Mather, who, 
with others, had been urging the necessity for the construction of a 
dam, had offered to undertake the erection of a suitable structure, 
provided that assistance to the amount of $7000 be furnished by the 
Government. The Order-in-Council recites that: 

*' The Minister states that the Chief Engineer of his Department reports that the 
objects for which the construction of the dam is sought, are: 

*\a) To maintain the water of the Lake of the Woods at a constant level and thus 
permit the shallow draft steamers, which have been built for the navigation of the lake 
to ply during the whole of the season of navigation and thus afford uninterrupted 
connection between the settlements around the Lake and the C. P. Ry. and, 

**(6) To maintain a constant head of water for the mills, both saw and grist, which 
have been and hereafter may be erected, and which depend for their power and there- 
fore their constant working upon an ample supply of water, which would be given 
were the proposed dam constructed." 
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PLATE B 



Courtesy of Manitoba Hydrographic Survey 

Norman Dam Under Construction^une 30. 1894 



Courtesy of Manitoba Hydrographic Survey 

Norman Dam Under Construction-November 2. 1894 
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LAKB OF THE WOODS INVESTIGATION 9 

Subsequently, on the 23rd of June, 1887, the Parliament of Can- 
ada voted $7000 towards the construction of the proposed dam. The 
RoDerway Dam was constructed in the Western Outlet in the winter 
of 1887 to 1888, and after its completion the sum previously voted 
was paid to the proper parties. 

It appears that the work on the dam was performed with local 
labor according to the design, instructions and under the direction of 
Mr. John Mather. No records of plans or specifications have been 
found. 

When Mr. A. F. Naff of the General Land Office, Washington, 
D. C. — and who is again referred to below — visited the site of the 
Rollerway Daui, about the end of November, 1895, the dam was still 
in place, although apparently ** the top part had been washed away.'' 
Mr. Naff states: 

''At Rat Portage I found the dam, that was built by the Canadian Government 
across the Western outlet of the lake, in the year 1888, still intact with the exception, 
that, at a high stage of the water sometime, the top part had been washed away, but 
still leaving enough in place to hold the water up some three feet above what the 
normal level of the lake would be under natural conditions. This statement you will 
notice is corroborated, to some extent, by the statements made in the affidavits taken 
at Rat Portage and herewith attached.*** 

From such enquirias as we have been able to make, it appears that 
it was the intention of those erecting the Rollerway Dam, to have the 
low Water level permanently raised thereby to the extent of about 3 
feet. Some statements bearing upon this point, appear in the affida- 
vits secured by Mr. Naff, and given in Appendix I. 

The RoUerway Dam finally was removed by blasting in 1899. 
Reference to our Plate No. 29 will show that some portions of the old 
dam are still in evidence. 

In 1892 a small power plant was constructed in the Eastern 
Outlet of the Lake of the Woods, by the Citizens Telephone & 
Electric Light Company, but the natural outflow through this outlet 
of the Lake did not really come under control until the construction 
of the present Kenora Mimicipal Power Plant in 1906. 

Between 1893 and 1895, a dam consisting of two sets of masonry 
piers and sluices, joined by a rock fill, and known as the ''Norman 
Dam," was constructed in the Western Outlet of the Lake about a 
mile below the old Rollerway Dam. The Norman Dam did not 
effectively control the passage of water through this outlet until a 
considerable number of stop-logs were placed in the sluices in 1898, 
in which year the Ontario Government entered into an agreement with 
the owners of the dam, — ^The Keewatin Power Company, Limited — 
to operate the dam "for the purpose of improving the navigation of 
the said Lake." 

For copies of aiSdaviti see AppeDdIx I, page 257. 
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In consequence of these various changes at the outlets of the 
Lake, and more particularly as the result of the construction of the 
two dams in the Western Outlet, the subject of the levels of the Lake 
of the Woods first came prominently to public attention in the United 
States in 1895, when Mr. A. F. Naflf, Special Agent of the United 
States General Land Office, was sent to investigate the flooding of 
lands on the southerly shore of the Lake of the Woods, alleged to 
have resulted from the construction and maintenance of the dams in 
the outlets of the Lake. 

The Report of Mr. Naff appears in this Report as Appendix 1. 
The essence of Mr. Naff 's report is, that the stage then prevailing was 
"an abnormal one and the source of much dissatisfaction''; and fur- 
ther, that the Lake at the time of his examination was being held up 
"some three feet above what the normal level of the Lake would be 
under natural conditions/' 

Apparently no action was taken by the United States Govern- 
ment as the result of this investigation by Mr. Naff. 

With the opening up of the country surrounding Rainy Lake 
and the Lake of the Woods, navigation became a prominent factor 
in the commercial development of the district adjacent to the Lake 
of the Woods on both sides of the boundary. 

The mining boom in Ontario increased the water borne traffic 
very considerably. Navigation on the Lake of the Woods centered 
largely around Rat Portage, now Kenora. 

In 1900 the United States Army engineers were authorized, by 
Congress, to report upon the practicability of the creation of a suit- 
able harbor on the south shore of the Lake. 

At that time, according to the report* of the Engineer who 
made the investigation: 

"Warroad Itself consists of a few temporary buildings, occupied by two saloons, 
a barber shop, a restaurant, a general store, and a hotel. The land has been lately 
opened for settlement, which, under the 'homestead law,' must be occupied five 
years before a deed can be obtained.'' 

The district officer, Major Frederic V. Abbot, in his report of 
June 21st, 1900, to the Chief of Engineers, U. S. A., states: 

''On the American side of the Lake the country is as yet a wildemeos, consisting 
almost entirely of Indian reservation, portions of which only have been thrown open 
to settlement. Warrood is one of these localities thus opened.'' 

And further: 

''The entire Canadian shore is said to be reasonably well settled and with a 
number of points at which boats can land in safety ♦ » ». 

"The commerce of the Lake is very considerable, being carried in some eight 
steamers, some of them drawing as much as 7 foot of water, loaded." 

* Bxaminaticn of Warroad Harbor and Warroad River, Minnesota, Hoase Docament No. 02, Sdth 
Cong;re88, 2nd Session, Washington, D. C, 1000. 6 pp. ICap and Plate. See Appendix A, Final Public 
Hearings, Levels ot the Lake of the Woods, January and February, 1916. 
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PLATE C 



Warroad Harbor Showing United States Dredge 



Courtesy of Mr. T. C. Mills and Manitoba Hydrograpktc Surrey 

Highway Bridge and Old Rollerway Dam (built in isst) in Western 
Olttlet of Lake of The Woods-Photo in 1889 



Courtesy of Dr. N. Schnarr and Manitoba Hydrogtapkic Survey 

Another View of Highway Bridge and Rollerway Dam 
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PLATE D 



Steamer "Keenora" in Devils Gap Near Kenora, Ontario 



Motor Boat Parade at Kenora. Ontario 



Among the Reeds— North West Angle Inlet 
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LAKE OF THE WOODS INVESTIGATION 11 

Mr. C. W. Raynor, the engineer who made the examination on 
the ground, drew attention to the navigation interests of the district 
in the following tenns: 

' * Rat Portage, on the north share of the Lake of the Woods, has hitherto controlled 
the bulk of the commerce on the Lake and Rainy River, supplying the region from 
Winnipeg ♦ « ». 

"Warr«)ad River affords the only natural harbor on the American side of the 
Lake, and, if open to a navigable depth, would transfer the bulk of this commerce to 
Warroad, which is 12 miles nearer Winnipeg and in a direct line with the Rainy Lake 
region. * * * 

"The people of this region are unarlmously desirous of having the necessary 
work done to make Warroad River accessible to all boats plying on the Lake of the 
Woods, of which there are over 100 engaged in commerce and pleasure, and of which 
the maximum draft is 8 feet. 

"Warroad, with a navigable harlx)r and the railroads, has, by ita location, every 
prospect of becoming a place of several thousand inhabitants and of carrying on much 
of the trade which at present falls to the Canadians." 

In order to obtain a navigable harbor such as it was believed 
would develop navigation and enable successful competition to be 
carried on for some of the existent Canadian trade, the District Officer 
recommended that a 7 foot channel, at a lake stage of 7.2 on the War- 
road gauge, or 1060.8 sea-level datura, be dredged across the bar at 
the entrance to Warroad River. 

The project as recommended and approved by the Chief of 
Engineers and the Secretary of War, was passed by Congress, and 
$45,000 appropriated for executing the work. 

After the United States Government had created the Warroad 
Harbor, it was found that the level of the Lake of the Woods was 
falling lower than the assumed 7.2 stage. 

In May, 1905, the United States Secretary of War wrote to the 
United States Secretary of State requesting that aa arrangement be 
entered into with the British Government, by which a dam across 
the outlet of the Lake of the Woods, which was under the control of 
the Provincial Government of Ontario, and by means of which the 
level of the Lake could, to some extent, be regulated, should be so 
operated as to prevent the level of the Lake from falling below the 
datum of 7.2 feet on the Warroad gauge.* 

In its communication of May 6th, 1905, to the British Embassy 
at Washington, D. C, the United States Department of State, writes, 
respecting Warroad Harbor, as follows: 

"The Improvement depends very laigely upon the level of the Lake of the 
Woods, all the estimates for dredging the harbor and its approaches being based upon 
the maintenance of this level at or above the datmn of 7.2 feet on the Warroad 
Harbor gauge/' 

The recoDMnendation of the United States Chief of Engineers 
was eventually brought to the attention of the Public Works Depart- 
ment, Ontario. This Department had, in the year 1898, undertaken, 

* For Diplomatic Correspondence, see Appendix C, Final Public Hearings, Levels of the Lake of the 
Woods, January and February, 1916. Compare also Appendix A. 



Digitized by 



Google 
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by ^n agreement with the Keewatin Power Company, Lunited, to 
operate the Norman Dam in the interests of navigation. 

Commenting upon the action taken by the Ontario Government 
at the time the recommendation of the United States Chief of 
Engineers was under consideration, Mr. R. P. Fairbairn, the Deputy 
Minister of Public Works, Ontario, and who was Chief Engineer of 
that Department at the time, states: * 

''In 1906, there was brought to the attention of this Department, a recommenda- 
tion made by the United States Chief of Engineers, War Department, that the level 
of the Lake of the Woods be not permitted to fall below a stage of 7.2 on the Warroad 
gauge. This 7.2 was taken to be approximately an equivalent of 1()0.90 on the gauge 
which the Public Works Department had established in the vicinity of Kenora. In 
making this request, the ("hicf of Engineers pointed out that there were several water 
power companies at or near the dam, wliich would be benefited by the maintenance 
of the Lake at the highest p(Kssi])le datum. ^ 

"After giving this matter consideration, it was decided that the 7.2 asked for as 
a minimum stage, was too high because it would not make provision for the handling 
of the flood water without causing stages at certain seasons oi the year to be much 
higher than this 7.2. I was Chief Engineer of the Department of Public Works at 
that tune, and reported that a minimum stage of 7.2 would not be in the interest of all 
parties concerned, and that the interests of navigation, both in Canada and the 
United States, could no doubt be served by keeping the level of the Lake in the near 
vicinity of from 100 to 101 on the gauge at Kenora. Consequently, in the interests 
of navigation, as conducted by both the United States and Canada, as nearly as possible 
what may be called a general stage, instead of a minimum stage, of 7.2 has been 
maintained." 

As a rasult of high water during the summer of 1905, nimierous 
protests were received by the Ignited States Department of State, 
from settlers on the southerly shore of the Lake of the Woods, com- 
plaining of damage to their land from high water. No immediate 
action was taken. Further complaints were made to the Depart- 
ment, and on February 1st, 1908, the United States Secretary of 
State requested, from the Secretary of War, information respecting 
the relation between 7.2 feet on the Warroad gauge and **the normal 
level of the lake under natural conditions.^' This request was referred 
to the District Officer of the Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., at St. Paul, 
Minnesota. The investigaticm of the District Oflice was apparently 
confined largely to an examination of the records of the Warroad 
gauge, with the conclusion that ^Hho mean level of the lake, during 
the open seasons of these six years (1899, 1903, 1904, 1905, 1906, and 
1907) has been 7.15 feef ; that there was '* nothing unusual" in the 
stage which prevailed during the preceding year; and that this stage 
was **due to natural causes." Upon further inquiry being made by 
the Chief of Engineers, the District Officer reported that no records 
were available from which the level of the Lake, before the construc- 
tion of the Rat Portage (Norman) Dam, could be determined . Appar- 
ently, no further action was taken at that time.f 

* See Appendix V; also pages 435 and 523, Final Public Hearings, Levels of the Lake of the Woods , 
January and February, 1016. 
t For additional Departmental correspondence see in/ra, Appendix VI, page 270. 
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PLATE E 



Best Farm Buildings on South Shore- 1 9 13 



Driftwood on Flax Stubble (elevation loei.s) Washed in During Storm of 

June 6. 1913 



Field of Barley on August 18th. Where Ducks Swam After Storm of 

June 6th. I9I3 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



LAKE OF THE WOODS INVESTIGATION 13 

During the exceptionally low water season, early in 1911, the 
channel at Warroad proved to be of insufficient depth to permit of 
navigation by a few of the deeper draft boats' plying on the Lake of 
the Woods. In consequence, protests against the low water were 
sent by citizens of Warroad to the United States War Department, 
urging the deepening of the channel. The matter was referred to 
the District Officer of the CJorps of Engineers, U. S. A., at St. Paul, 
Minnesota, who, in a letter dated Jime 9th, 1911, reported against 
the necessary deepening of the channel, largely for the reason that 
it could not be done under the existing project for the improvement 
of Warroad Harbor, as authorized by the Congress of the United 
States. He further reported the stage then prevailing to be ''very 
unusual," and stated that it was probably the result of control of the 
outflow from the Lake. He further stated:* 

"It would be perfectly possible by proper works at the outlet to maintain a good 
depth of water in the Lake of the Woods at all times. In this particular, however, 
the interests of navigation and those of power development are directly opposed, the 
one requiring constant level and very variable discharge and the other a constant 
discharge with greatly var>'ing fluctuations in lake level. It is my belief that the 
Canadian Government has decided for the latter alternative; intends to develop power 
at the outlet and has made its channel [referring to the mouth of Rainy River] suffi- 
ciently deep to offset the bad effects of fluctuations of lake level. It is certainly to 
be recommended that this matter be brought to the attention of the International 
Joint Commission." 

On June 27th, 1912, as an outgrowth of this recommendation, 
the three questions relating to the regulation of the level of the Lake 
of the Woods, and the utilization of the waters of that Lake and of 
the tributary waters, contained in the OflBicial Reference, previously 
quoted, were submitted to the International Joint Commission by the 
Goremments of the United States and of the Dominion of Canada, 
imder the provisions of Article IX of the Treaty of January 11th, 
1909, between Great Britain and the United States. 

During July and August, 1912, the authors of this Report were 
employed individually as Engineers, one for each section of the Com- 
mission, for the purpose of making a preliminary canvass of the situa- 
tion, with the object of determining what data were available for use 
in formulating a reply to the questions of the Official Reference. It 
soon became apparent, however, that considerable field work would 
be required before sufficient physical data would be in hand for the 
purpose of preparing the necessary reply. In consequence, outlines 
of procedure for the collection of essential data were at once pre- 
pared. In September 1912, preliminary Hearings were held, by your 
Commission, at International Falls, Mnnesota, at Warroad, Miime- 
sota, and at Kenora, Ontario, for the purpose of securing testimony 
which would aid your Engineers in prosecuting the investigation 

*8ee Appendices A and C Final Public Hearings, Levels of the Lake of the Woods .January and 
February, 1910. 
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along lines calculated to yield your Commission as large a fimd of 
information as possible, bearing directly on the questions in hand. 

Immediately after the completion of the Hearings, on October 
1st, 1912, the authors of this Report were appointed as Consulting 
Engineers to your Commission, and such modifications in plans and 
methods of procedure as were indicated by the testimony of the Pub- 
lic Hearings were adopted ; the collection of data was continued, field 
operations were planned in considerable detail, and arrangements 
consummated providing for the cooperation of various Departments 
of Government, of both the Dominion of Canada and of the United 
States, of the State of Minnesota, and of the Province of Ontario, by 
which physical data, which were then being gathered, or which would 
be collected in the future, by these various Departments, would, as 
as soon as practicable, be made available for the use of your Con- 
sulting Engineers. It may here be added that some of these pre- 
liminary agreements later were supplemented, and provision made 
to the effect that certain special information to be gathered pri- 
marily for the use of the International Joint Commission, and at the 
specific request of your Consulting Engineers, would be paid for, at 
least in part, by your Commission. It is a pleasure to state that, 
on the whole, these arrangements have proved highly satisfactory. 
They have prevented a dupUcation of effort, and have placed us in 
command of a large body of physical data, the collection of which, 
by our own staff, would have prolonged the preparation of this 
Report, and have entailed large additional outlays. 

In concluding this introductory statement, we desire to express 
our obligation and deep appreciation to the many Departments of 
both Governments, as well as to corporations and individuals, who 
have so generously rendered valuable assistance from time to time 
throughout the prosecution of this investigation. Among these are: 

The International Boundary Commission, United States and 
Canada. 

The Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, Dominion Water Power 
Branch, Department of the Interior, Canada. 

The Geological Survey, United States Department of the Interior. 

The Department of Public Works, Canada. 

The Corps of Engineers, United States Department of War. 

The Commission of Conservation, Canada. 

The United States Coast and Geodetic Survey. 

The Geodetic Survey of Canada. 

The Geological Survey of Canada. 

The General Land Ofl&ce, United States Department of the 
Interior. 

The Geographer's Branch, Department of the Interior, Canada. 

The United States Department of State. 
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The Department of Railways and Canals, Canada. 

The Department of Indian Affairs, Canada. 

The Printing Department and Engraving Branch, Ottawa. 

The Government Printing Office, Washington. 

The Topographical Surveys Brunch, Department of the Interior, 
Canada. 

The Weather Bureau, United States Department of Agricul- 
ture. 

The Meteorological Service, Department of Marine and Fisheries, 
Canada. 

The State University of Minnesota. ' , 

The Department of Public Works, Ontario. 

The Minnesota State Forest Service. 

The Supervisor of the Superior National Forest. 

The Ontario Hydro-Electric Power Commission. 

The State Drainage Coipmission of Minnesota. 

The Department of Lands, Forests and Mines, Ontario. 

The Towns of Fort Frances, International Falls, Kenora, and 
Warroad. 

The Greater Winnipeg Water DLstrict. 

The Minnesota & Ontario Power Company. 

The Keewatin Power Company, Limited. 

The Lake of the Woods Milling Company, Limited. 

The Minnesota Canal & Power Company. 

The St. Croix Lumber & Manufacturing Company. 

The Commission, as before intimated, is also much indebted to 
many individuals who have contributed data, photographs, etc. In 
presenting copies of these various data, etc., effort has been made, in 
the Table.s and elsewhere, to acknowledge the sources of the informa- 
tion. 

The present occasion is a fitting one for us to express our very 
hearty appreciation of the helpful attitude of your Commission. It 
will be recalled that, after the investigation had progressed to certain 
stages, it was recognized that the scope of the inquiry must necessarily 
be extended in order to secure additional detailed data essential to an 
adequate consideration of the OflBcial Reference. In consequence of 
this fact, the time originally deemed sufficient for the inquiry has 
had to be extended. We desire, therefore, to acknowledge here the 
latitude you have given us, coupled, as it has been, with your support 
and encouragement. 

We desire to make special mention of the unfailing interest, con- 
sideration, and valuable assistance received from the two Commis- 
sioners delegated by you to supervise the Lake of the Woods Investi- 
gation, — Mr. Charles A. Magrath and Mr. James A. Tawney. 
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We desire, further, to express our appreciation of the services of 
our many assistants, without whose loyal support satisfactory progress 
could not have been made. Among those deserving of special men- 
tion are our principal Office Engineer, Mr. George M. Shepard, C. E., 
of Minneapolis, Minn. ; and our Chiefs of Field Staffs, Mr. J. L. Rannie, 
D. T. S., of Ottawa, Canada, and Mr. George M. Garen, C. E., of 
Stillwater, Minn. 

We desire also to give recognition to the engineering work of 
Mr. Gordon S. Stairs, Mr. Arthur Welin, and Mr. C. J. Vick; to the 
drafting work of Mr. John Hall and Mr. L. R. Graham; and to the 
clerical work of Miss M. L. Chandler and Miss E. I. Gilby. 

To those unfamiliar with the detailed instructions under which 
this investigation has been prosecuted by your Consulting Engineers, 
we desire to add that everything in the nature of final conclusions or 
recommendations has been purposely omitted from this Report, in 
order to allow your Commission the fullest latitude in preparing your 
reply to the questions of the Official Reference. 

Your Commission, on October 3rd, 1912, it will be recalled, re- 
quested that the data presented by the engineers ^'be so full and 
complete that the Commission may have liberty of choice." 
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FIELD OPERATIONS 

NEED FOR PHYSICAL DATA 

The first question of the Official Reference deals with the practi- 
cabihty and the desirabihty of regulating the level of the Lake of the 
Woods, in order to secure the most advantageous use of the waters of 
that Lake, and of the waters flowing into and from the Lake, together 
with the advantageous use of the shores and harbors of the Lake. 

The second question is ariticipative, and deals with the extent to 
which low lands bordering the shore of the Lake would be flooded in 
case certain recommended levels, higher than the normal or natural 
level of the Lake, were maintained; and the value of the land which 
would be submerged imder those conditions. 

The third question deals with the manner in which such regula- 
tion, as might be recommended, could be best secured and maintained 
with the least possible damage to all rights and interests affected. 

It is apparent that the answers to these questions must be found, 
primarily, in physical data, consequently we will first caD attention 
to the various field operations by means of which data, bearing upon 
these questions, were collected since the institution of this investiga- 
tion, both by our own field staff and through cooperation with the 
various Departments of both Governments, and with the interests 
involved. 

OPERATIONS BY FIELD STAFF OF THE INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION 

Field operations prosecuted by our own staff of engineers and 
assistants along the southerly shore of the Lake of the Woods, con- 
sisted of detailed topographic and hydrographic surveys covering the 
entire shoreline of the Lake of the Woods, from the Northwest Angle 
Inlet to Big Grassy River; and in addition, surveys of portions of 
Shoal Lake, Big Island, Bigsby Island, and other smaller islands lying 
near the southerly shore of the Lake. These surveys were made by 
transit and planetable. The work was coordinated by means of our 
own tertiary triangulation system, which was in turn based on the 
secondary triangulation system of the International Boundary Com- 
mission. (For map showing triangulation net see Atlas.) The 
results of these surveys are shown on the maps constituting Sheets 1 
to 25 and Key Map assembled in the Atlas accompanying this Report. 
These maps show topographic features by 1 and 2 foot contour inter- 
vals, between the contours of 1054 and 1064-1066* sea-level datum, 

*The Lake of the Woods survey does not embrace all of the area lying between the 1064 and 1066 con- 
tours. Between these contours certain parcels of land were discovered upon portions of which some actual 
improvement, such as clearing or cultivation, had been made. Between the 1064 and 1066 contours, only 
the parotls which include the Improved portions above mentioned, have been surveyed. 

17 
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and on a scale of 1 to 24,000 or 2,000 feet to the inch. A total area 
of 139 square miles is contoured. Of this area 31.5 square miles 
represent water area, and 107.5 square miles represent land area. 
Of the land area 1.1 square miles represent cultivated land; 3.1 
square miles represent grass land; about 1 square mile represents 
sand br outcrops of rock; 41.6 square miles are covered by deciduous 
or coniferous trees, varying in size from pole wood to merchantable 
timber; 14.0 square miles are covered with willows and other small 
brush; and 45.2 square miles represent open marsh or bog, most of 
which, at the time the survey was made, was floating. 

It will be apparent from an inspection of the maps constituting 
Sheets 1 to 25 of the AUas, that a large portion of the field work had 
to be performed under trying conditions, the surveyors being required 
to wade in water for days at a time. In the low lying areas the 
summer pests of flies, mosquitoes, etc., were very bad. 

Field operations prosecuted by our engineers and assistants in the 
northerly portion of the Lake of the Woods, consisted, primarily, of a 
reconnaissance examination and sketching, with the aid of pocket 
compass and hand level, of the smaller, isolated, low areas not sur- 
veyed by the transit and planetable parties operating in the south- 
erly portion of the Lake. The portion of the Lake covered by these 
reconnaissance examinations is characterized by high bluff shores, 
enclosing hero and there small areas of low land bordering bays and 
inlets. Usually these areas, consisting mainly of marsh and bog, 
were quite flat, and were bordered on the one side by water, and on 
the other by high rocky ridges. On the field sketdies were drawn 
the 1063 contour and the water's edge, the latter being at an eleva- 
tion of approximately 1060, and, so far as it could be readily deter- 
mined by sounding and by noting the margin of vegetation, the 1058 
contour was also located and drawn. In addition, information was 
noted with respect to the character of the land, vegetal cover, im- 
provements, etc. 

The sketches resulting from this examination are shown on Recon- 
naissance Sheets 1 to 3 and Key Maj) of the Atlas. 

A summary of the reconnaissaiiced areas of the northerly por- 
tion of the Lake of the Woods follows: 



HotWJMMl 

(Vmtours 



KiiiS mii lUk). 
lOCiO and Una. 



TlmWitHi 

Land All 

Kinds 



7;«. f) 



Hrush, 
Marj:h. 
\Vat.r 



2221. S 
.SW7. G 
G119.4 



Total 
Art'a* 
Altos 



2221.8 
4631.1 
CS62.9 



* Regarding interpretation of sif^niflo&nt figures see page 47 . 
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Field operations prosecuted by our own engineers and assistants 
on Rainy Lake consisted, principally, of a reconnaissance exami- 
nation of the entire shoreline of the Lake, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the location of low lands which would be subject to overflow 
in case the hake should be raised to provide additional storage, and 
to determine the approximate extent of such flowage. The location 
of low areas is indicated by numbers on the accompanying Key Map, 
and a brief description based on the reconnaissance examination is 
given below for each numbered area. 



Num- 
ber 



Description 



Low area at portage, widening out to about half a mile, extending across neck 
of peninsula between hi^h rock bluffs, and connecting with anollier low 
area about 800 feet in width, bordering small creek and marsh, and then 
narrowinff down to about 100 feet at north end of portage. Covered with 
small tinu>er. 

2 100 to 200 feet wide, } mile long around end of bay. Small timber. 

3 100 to 200 feet wide, 1 mile long around end of marshy bay. Small timber. 

4 200 to 300 feet wide, extending for nearly a mile around bay. Small timber. 

5 200 to 300 feet wide, extending around bay and up creek around marsh. 
Small area at moutn of creek covered with' burnt timber, also narrow strip 
along shore to west. 

ito to 200 foot strips extending ) inile up both sides of creek from Ilalfway 
Inlet to Wegg Lake. Small timber. 

7 Area about 600ft. x 800 ft. at south end of portage. Small timber. 

8 Narrow strip along south side of bay 50 to 100 feet wide, } mile long. Small 
timber. 

9 Area about 300 feet by } mile at north end of portage. Small pine and spruce. 

10 Low area at mouth of small creek 200 ft. x 1100 ft. Small pine. 

11 Low areas at south end of Northwest Bay, 400 ft. x 2000 ft., covered with pine, 
and spruce. Narrow strip of sand on south side. Banks caving. 

12 Low area lOi) to 150 feet wide, across points between three small bays, leaving 
points practicaUy islands. Low area also extends along shore of each bay. 
Width of this strip about 150 feet, and total length about i mile. Small 
poplar. 

13 Low area at back of small marshy bay. 600 ft. x 2200 ft. Covered with tamarack 
and poplar. 

14 Several small areas along extreme west side of Northwest Bay, 100 feet wide 
and 1) miles long. Also two small areas at mouths of small creeks emptying 
into bay. Tamarack, poplar, and a few pine. 

15 About 500 feet wide each side, extending about ) mile up creek. Small poplar. 

16 Low area at south end of portage, 1000 &et by i mile. Small poplar. Indian 
loff cabin 14 ft. x 16 ft. about 2.5 ft. above Lake. Water Level 497.3. 

17 Small low area just east of mouth of creek, with 2 Indian log cabins 14 ft. x 18 
ft. and 16 ft. x 20 ft. 

18 Two Indian log cabins 14 ft. x 16 ft. on small low areas in I. B. 17. 

19 Low area around small marshy creek, 350 feet wide, about 900 feet long. 
Small poplar and pine. 

20 Low strip just east of i>ortaee, 700 feet wide and about ^ mile long. East mar- 
gin of strip runs, around point of Alexandria Bay. Covered with smaU 
poplar. 

21 Low strip about 700 feet wide, extending north-easterly from Northwest Bay 
to maish, and thence north to tamarack swamp. Small poplar and scattered 
tamarack. 

22 On extreme west side of Alexandria Bay is a narrow marsh running back about 
} mile. Low area of varjring width extends entirely around this marsh and 
IS covered with small poplar, and some pine. 

98896— 17-i^ 
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Num- 
ber 



23 
24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
36 

37 



40 
41 

42 

43 

44 

45 
46 

47 

4g 

49 

60 

51 
52 

53 



Beflcription 



Area 400 ft. x 1500 ft. Small poplar and birch. 

About 200 to 300 feet wide and 2000 feet long, extending around small bay, in 

west end of Ash Bay. Small poplar and pine. 
Low area at mouth of small creek, 300 to 400 feet wide and about } mile long. 

Small poplar and pine. 
At north end of Manitou Sound is abandoned camp about 3 feet al>ove Lake. 

3 buildings of little value. Water Level 497.3 
Small low area about half mile below head of Manitou Sound. 3 log cabins 

and ice house, about 3 feet above Lake. Owned by S. H. Baldwin. Water 

Level 497.3 
Strip of land about ^ mile wide and } mile long, bordering small bay just 

north of mout^ of Little Canoe River. Marsh and small poplar and spruce. 
Strips 250 feet wide, extending about 2 miles up both sides of Little Ganoe 

River. Small poplar, spruce, and jack-pine. 
Small poplar over narrow strip extending about a mile up both sides of small 

creek. 
Border of small poplar, birch, and jack-pine, extending about 1} miles along 

shore. Width up to 150 feet. 
Low area 200 feet wide, 2 miles long. Small poplar and birch with a few 

patches of small pine. 
Narrow strip about 1800 feet long, widening out in places to about 300 feet. 

Small poplar. 
Frog Porta^ (under water), Low strips about 300 feet wide and J mile long 

on each side. Small poplar. 
250 feet wide and about i mile long, around bay. Jack-pine and small poplar. 
Low area back of smaU Day, about 500 feet by 1100 feet, covered with very 

small i>oplar. 
Low area south of bay about 2000 feet wide and i mile long, covered with 

very small birch and poplar, and a few scattered pine. 
Lockhart sawmill. Low area nere runs about 45 feet wide and 350 feet long. 

Entire plant including main mill is on low area. 
Truck farm owned by B. Stone is on low strip 350 feet wide and 1000 feet 

long. House 12 ft. x 16 ft. 
Narrow strip at head of bay, covered with small pine and poplar. Aban- 
doned logging camp on this area. Sand beach at camp. 
Strip 300 feet wide and 1} miles long, extending around curved marsh which 

forms the northerly end of Rice Bay. Small poplar and a few jack-pine. 
400 feet wide, bordering bay, 2000 feet long. Marsh, and small poplar. 
Strips about 150 feet wide each side, extending up creek for about 1 mile. 

Marsh and some small poplar and scattered jack-pine. 
Small low area on north snore of entrance to Grassy Portage Bay. R. J. Smith 

Fishery located on this area. 4 buildings, 10 ft. x 15 ft., 15 it. x 20 ft., 15 ft. 

X 30 it., and 20 ft. x 30 ft., 2.5 to 3.0 feet above Lake. Water Level 497.1 
At Sims Crossing the track of the Canadian Northern Railway is 4.2 feet above 

present water level. Water Level 497.1 
Smith's Fishery is located near the R. R. bridge on an Island at the entrance 

to Redgut Bay. There are 3 buildings about 1.5 to 3.0 feet above the lake 

on a low area, about 100 ft. x 132 ft. Water Level 497.0 
Frame building 12 ft. x 16 ft. on island north of bridge. Low area about 300 

ft. X 650 ft. 
liow area at northwest end of Redgut Bay 600 feet wide, J mile long. Mostly 

small poplar with some jack-pine and birch. 
Strips about 200 feet wide, extending up each side small creek about 1000 ft. 

White pine, small poplar and jack-pme. 
Strips about 200 feet wide by 1000 feet long, extending up each side of creek 

leading from Otukamamoan I^ake. White pine, Rmall poplar and jack-pine. 
450 feet wide by about 1,000 feet long. Norway pine and poplar. 
Ix)gging camp owned by Rainy Lake Pulp Co. . Two of the log houses are on 

low ground, less than 4.0 feet above lake. Water I^evel 497.0 
Low area about 150 feet wide by } mile long at mouth of small creek. A few 

scattered cedar. 
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Num- 
ber 



54 

65 

56 

57 
58 

59 

60 

61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 



70 

71 

72 
73 
74 

75 

76 
77 

78 

79 

80 



Description 



Indian Village at mouth of Ottertail Greek, comprised of 8 log houses and 2 

frame shacks, all about 12 ft. x 14 ft. All buildings except three log cabins 

are on low ground. 
Canadian Northern Railway runs across northern end of Ottertail Lake. 

Level of Lake to base of rail 2.75 feet. Lake Level 497.0 
Bears Pass Pumping Station, 12 ft. x 14 ft. frame building. Floor of pumping 

station is 3.8 feet above lake level. Water Level 497.0 
Log house belonging to T. Wilson on low area. 

Mr. Smith's Fishery on east shore of entrance to Bedgut Bay. Three build- 
ings, 18 ft. X 24 ft., 30 ft. X 32 ft., and A ft. x 6 ft., all on low area. 
IjOw area about 450 ft. x 2000 ft. around bay on n(Hrth side of Qrassy Lake. 

Small poplar. 
Low area about 300 feet wide and ^ mile long, extending in a southwesterly 

direction at the extreme west end of Shoal Lake. Tamarack and small 

X>oplar. 
Low area 1100 ft. x 1400 ft., cutting off point on north shore of Shoal Lake 

near its east end. Willow, balsam, pine and a few small poplar. 
Gorman's Gamp. 2 buildings 30 ft. x 30 ft. on small low area on north shore 

of Wild Potato Lake. 
Strip about 800 feet wide and 1600 feet long on south shore. Scattered large 

wnite pine and tamarack and a few poplar. 
Low. area approximately 600 feet wide by { mile long at eastern end of Bleak 

Bay. Muskeg with a few small tamarack. 
Gamp of Northern Gonstruction Go. One building, 30 ft. x 30 ft., is on small 

low area. 
Low area at mouth of Bear Greek, about 1000 feet wi^e and i mile long, cov- 
ered with willow brush and a few poplar. 
Low island, formerly a point, occupied by Geo. Randolph, has on it a log 

house 18 ft. X 20 ft., three other small log cabins ana three small frame 

shacks. Highest point on island is 3.9 feet above Lake. Water Level 496.9 
Low area about 400 ft. x 800 ft., bordering small bay. Tamarack, spruce, and 

a few cedar and balsam. 
Low area at south end of bay about 200 feet wide by 500 feet long. Poplar, 

spruce, tamarack and balsam. 
Small area 60 ft. x 150 ft. on point, on north side of Saginaw Bay. Two 

buildings 16 ft. x 20 ft. and 16 ft. x 18 ft. owned by Hairy Smith. Sand 

beach. 
Low area about 800 feet wide and 3000 feet long at portage between Lost Bay 

and Saginaw Bay. Scattered tamarack. 
Two small cabins both about 10 ft. x 12 ft. at water's edge at entrance to 

Cranberry Bay. Water Level 496.8 
Three story log house 28 ft. x 42 ft. on west shore at entrance to Black Bay, 2.2 

feet above lake level. Water Level 496.8 
Strips from 200 to 400 feet wide, extending about 2000 feet up both sides of 

small creek. Small poplar and patch of hay meadow about 400 ft. x 700 ft. 

Also building 20 ft. x 24 ft. on west shore of bay. 
Low area about 400 feet wide at west side of Rat Root Bay, extending westerly 

about 2000 feet to another small bay. Small poplar. 
Building on west shore of small bay 16 ft. x 20 ft. 
Low area from 200 to 400 feet wide, and about 120 rods long, about 4 of it 

cleared and fenced, and the remainder covered with small poplar and brush. 
Engine and boiler rooms and spur track of Northern Gonstruction Company 

on low area about 200 ft. x 600 ft. 
Low area varying in width up to 500 feet, and extending nearly a mile up 

creek. MosUy willows. 
Swamp about ^ mile across each way, covered with dense growth of willow, 

sdder,'and tamarack. 
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The entire shoreline of Rainy Lake was examined by reconnais- 
sance methods, and 4;he location, size, and shape of all low areas 
noted and sketched. 

In addition to the low areas here described, a considerable num- 
ber of minor areas, such as narrow strips along bays and inlets were 
noted. 

Nearly all of the examinations were made while the level of Rainy 
Lake ranged from 497.3 to 496.8, Public Works, Canada, datum, 
and consideration was given only to the areas lying between the 501 
contour and the lake level at the time of the reconnaissance. 

The total area of the various small low areas reconnaissanced on 
Rainy Lake, including minor areas not shown on the Key Map, such 
as narrow strips along the shore, is approximately 2800 acres. Most 
of this land is covered with small timber. 

Leaving out of consideration the plants of the Northern Con- 
struction Company, Lockfaart's saw mill, the Canadian Northern 
Railway, and ail structures on the Rainy River between the dam and 
the outlet of Rainy Lake, the value of buildings, shacks, etc., situated 
below the 601 contour is believed to be about $5000. 

Following the reconnaissance examination, the larger areas were 
instrumentally surveyed with transit and planetable. One foot con- 
tours, between elevations 497 and 501 Public Works, Canada, datum, 
were, as a rule, located. A tertiary system of triangulation control, 
based on the secondary triangulation of the International Boundary 
Commission, was used. The maps resulting from these surveys are 
presented as Rainy Lake Sheets 1 to 4 of the Atlas. 

The surveys on Rainy Lake were confined to the area between 
elevations 497 and 501, Public Works datum. In those places where 
the shores were generally steep, no surveys were made — the 497 con- 
tour and the old shoreline or margin of vegetation shown on the maps 
as a broken blue line being based on the instrumental surveys of 
the International Boundary Commission made in 1913 and 1914. 

Practically all of the land lying between the old shoreline and 
the 497 contour is covered With willow brush. Above the 497 con- 
tour the character of the soil and the increasing slope of the ground 
is reflected in a rather dense growth, consisting principally of decid- 
uous trees. 

On the Rat Root River a fringe of deciduous timber, along the 
water's edge, is frequently backed by tamarack swamp, — ^a condition 
not uncommon, also, around the Lake of the Woods. 
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A summary of the surveyed areas on Rainy Lake follows: 



Cultl- 
yateci 
Land 



Grass 
Land 



ConJf. 
eroiis 
Trees 



Decid- 
uous 
Trees 



Mixed 
Decid- 
uous 
and 
Conif- 
erous 



Conif- 
erous 
Swamp 



Wil- 
lows 
and 
Brush 



Open 
Marsh 
or Bog 



Sand 



Wa- 
ter 



Rock 



Total ♦ 
Mm 
Acres 



ElevaUont 601 to fiOO 



U.S. A 


10.8 
4.2 


18.3 
6.4 




280.9 
6.8 


188.1 
106.1 


862.9 
17.6 


20.6 
2.4 










841.6 


Omada 


1.6 






9.8 


151.2 










Total 


21.0 


23.7 




205.2 


238.2 


380.4 


22.9 


1.6 






9.8 


9017 











Elevation 500 to 499 



U.S. A 


7.3 
4.7 


12.9 
4.4 




247.2 
8.9 


163.7 
81.2 


605.8 
23.6 


20.0 
1.5 


24.3 
1.2 








981.2 


Canada 






4.8 


129.7 










Total 


12.0 

• 


17.3 




266.1 


244.9 


520.3 


21.5 


25.6 






4.8 


1110. 9 











Elevation 501 to Old Shore Line 











Elevation 499 to 498 












U.S. A 


9.1 
0.8 


16.4 
3.0 




298.2 
13.8 


144.7 
80.7 


471.0 
19.7 


41.8 
2.9 


48.7 
2.7 








1029.9 


Canada 






6.7 


199.3 










Total 


0.9 


19.4 




312.0 


225.4 


490.7 


44.7 


61.4 






5.7 


1159.2 










, Elevation 498 to 497 


U.S. A 


7.0 
0.3 


13.9 
3.3 




335.9 
28.6 


151.8 
73.5 


350.4 
17.6 


249.7 
3.7 


86.8 
6.0 








1204.5 


Canada. 






6.3 


139.8 










Total 


7.3 


17.2 




364.5 


225.3 


377.0 


253.4 


92.8 






6.8 


1343.8 










Elevation 497 to Old Shore Line 


U.S. A 


3.9 


15.6 
2.6 




08212 
127.3 


101.5 
71.3 


152.7 
9.5 


8712.7 
369.2 


837.0 
311.0 








5266.6 


(^nada 







4.0 


894.8 








"'" 




Total 


3.9 


18.1 




759.5 


172.8 


162.2 


4DS1.9 


94&0 






4.0 


6150.4 











U. 6. A 


44.1 

10.0 


77.1 
18.6 




1803.4 
183.9 


604.8 
411.8 


1851.8 
87.8 


4044.7 
37B.7 


796.8 
822.4 








981X7 


Canada 






30.1 


1444.8 










Total 


64.1 


95.7 




1987.3 


1106.6 


1939.6 


4424.4 


1119.2 






80.1 


10757.0 











* Regarding interpmtation of significant figures see page 47. 

t Elevations refer to Department of Public WotIes, Canada, Datum. 

Field operations prosecuted by our own engineers and assistants 
on the lakes above Kettle Falls consist of planetable and transit sur- 
veys, supplemented by reconnaiasance examinations with pocket 
compass and hand level, of the shores of Lake Namakan, Kabeto- 
gamay Sand Point/ Crane, little Vermilion, and a number of smaller,, 
immediately tributary, lakes. The maps resulting from these sur- 
veys constitute Kettle Falls Sheets 1 to 4 of the Atlas. Wherever 
the topography is shown by sohd contour lines on these maps, the 
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surveyB were made with the planetable. Wherever the topography 
is shown by broken contour Unes, a reconnaissance examination was 
made with pocket compass and hand level. In all localities where 
instrumental surveys were made, the shoreline shown was traversed, 
and represents the well defined hne of medium high water, as indi- 
cated by the margin of land vegetation at the time of the survey. 
The elevation of this shoreline was approximately 505. Extreme 
high water marks, however, as shown by the hchen growth on the 
rocks, are at an elevation of 509 to 510 Pubhc Works datum, or 
about 1121 sea-level datum. 

The shoreline on the United States side, where no planetable 
surveys were made, was taken from the township maps of the United 
States General Land Office. The shoreline on the Canadian side, 
where no planetable surveys were made, was taken from the various 
Canadian maps, or run out by magnetic chain traverse. As part of 
the surveys were carried on during the winter low water period, it 
was possible to locate contours below the elevation of 505. There 
are, in places, considerable areas of marsh below this elevation over 
portions of which wild hay is sometimes cut during seasons of low 
water. 

A few soundings were taken in the channels connecting the 
various lakes, to indicate approximately what the lowest stage would 
be to which these lakes could be drawn down. (For maps of inter- 
connecting channels see Atlas.) 

A summary of the areas above Kettle Falls is given in the fol- 
lowing table: 



Culti- 
vated 



Qnss 
Land 



Conif- 



Trees 



Decid- 
uous 
Trees 



Mixed 
Decidur 
ousand 
Conifer- 



Conif- 
erous 
Swamp 



WU- 

lows 

and 

Brush 



Open 
Marsh 
or Bog 



Sand 



Wa- 
ter 



Bock 



Total* 
Area 
Acres 



Elevation 606 to 510 



U.S.A... 




20.5 
05.5 


1000.0 
267.0 


1285.6 
510.0 




1158.0 
79.5 


624.5 

3n.5 


383.0 
22.0 








4471.5 


Canada.. 










1311.5 
















Total.. 




80.0 


1257.0 


1795.5 




1237.5 


1002.0 


405.0 








5783.0 

























Watei 


's Edget to Elevation t 50JI 












U.S.A... 




626.0 
227.0 








321.0 
52.5 


843.5 
204.0 


1470.5 
211.5 


1 




3260.0 


Canada .. 




42.5 




::::::::::■; 




797.5 














Total .. 




862.0 




42.5 




373.5 


1107.6 


1682.0 








4057.5 

















Water's Edgef to Elevation 510 



U.S.A... 




645.6 
292.5 


1000.0 
267.0 


1285.5 
552.5 




1479.0 
132.0 


1468.0 
641.5 


1853.5 
233.5 








7731.5 


'Canada . 










2109.0 
















Total.. 




988.0 


1267.0 


1838.0 




1611.0 


2109.6 


2087.0 








9840.5 

















* Regarding interpretation of significant figures see page 47. 

t Water's edge at time of survey. Elevation given on maps. 

I Elevations refer to nepartment of Fublio Works, Canada, Datum. 
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On the basis of partial surveys of the areas between the 510 and 
the 515 contours, it would appear that there are from 6,000 to 8,000 
acres of land between these contours. 

In addition to the surveys just referred to, our field parties 
established a number of temporary gauges on the Lake of the Woods 
which were read for portions of the two years during which field 
operations were in progress. Some gauge readings were also secured 
through the emplojnoaent of the gauge readers of the International 
Boundary Commission, during periods for which the Boundary Com- 
mission did not require records. 

OPERATIONS BY FIELD STAFF OF THE MANnX>BA HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY 

Field operations prosecuted by The Manitoba Hydrographic 
Survey, Dominion Water Power Branch, Department of the 
Interior, Canada, consisted of: 

1. Topographic and hydrograpliic surveys of the various outlets 
of the Lake of the Woods and their interconnoctinig channels, and 
portions of the Winnipeg River below the outlets of the Lake. 

2. The collection of a large number of gauge readings, and the 
making of discharge measurements which will be referred to in 
detail later. 

3. A survey of boat houses, docks, and other improvements in 
the vicinity of Kenora. 

4. The collection of invaluable photographs and historical mate- 
rial of an engineering character, much of which was secured princi- 
pally through the zealous activities of Mr. Stuart S. Scovil. 

ADDmONAL FIELD OPERATIONS 

' Field operations prosecuted by the International Boundary 
Commission, which were of particular benefit to the International 
Joint Commission, consisted mainly of secondary triangulation, 
covering the southerly portion of the Lake of the Woods and parts 
of Rainy Lake, records of lake stages at Warroad, Oak Island, and 
Oak Point, and surveys of the upper lakes along the International 
Boundary. 

Field operations prosecuted in pursuance of a co5perative agree- 
ment between the International Joint Commission and the Depart- 
ment of PubUc Works, Canada, consisted of surveys of portions of 
the Rainy River at Pithers Rapids, at Long Sault Rapids, and at 
Manitou Rapids. 

In addition to the data resulting from our own field operations 
and those performed by various departments of both governments 
under cooperative agreements, all phjrsical data which were being 
gathered on the watershed, particularly by the Manitoba Hydro- 
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graphic Survey, the United States Geological Survey, and the Depart- 
ment of Public Works, Canada, were made available for the use of 
the International Joint Conmiission prior to their publication. In 
this way a very considerable amount of time was gained, and all 
necessity for duplication of activities prevented. 

Besides the various field operations heretofore mentioned, we 
have, ourselves, examined all of the boundary waters tributary to the 
Lake of the Woods, from the divide between North Lake and South 
Lake to the source of the Winnipeg River, and several of the larger 
lakes in Minnesota indirectly tributary to the Lake of the Woods. 

In cooperation with the United States Geological Survey, a 
gauging station with automatic recording gauge was established and 
maintained on the Kawishiwi River, near Winton, Minnesota. A 
gauge was also established and maintained on the Rainy River at the 
foot of Long Sault Rapids and another on Lake Vermilion at Tower, 
Minnesota. 

In cooperation with the State Forester of Minnesota, and the 
Supervisor of the Superior National Forest, data were secured relating 
to the construction and operation of logging dams on the Minnesota 
portion of the watershed of the Lake of the Woods. 

In addition to the maps of the Atlas already referred to, a map 
is presented showing the entire watershed of the Lake of the Woods. 
This map was compiled from the best available sources of informa- 
tion, and includes the results of our own surveys, and the surveys of 
the boundary waters above Kettle Falls, made by the International 
Boimdary Commission. 

Small scale maps of the outlets of the Lake of the Woods, por- 
tions of the Winnipeg River, Pithers Rapids, Koochiching Falls in a 
state of nature, Manitou Rapids, Long Sault Rapids, and other small 
maps are presented in the volume of Plates. 

SCOPE OF SURVEYS 

In commencing our field work in 1913, we had the great advan- 
tage of being able to control oiu* survey by the secondary triangula- 
tioa system laid out by the International Boimdary Commission. 

Topographic signals were set by oiu* engineers to form a tertiary 
system of triangulation, which in turn was coordinated with the 
secondary triangulation system of the Boundary Conmiission. • 

Between topographic stations azimuth stadia traverses were run 
. to constitute a control for the planetable surveys employed to obtain 
the topography. These traverses, between ties made to the triangu- 
lation points, were, on an average, four or five miles in length. 

The survey of the southerly shore of the Lake of the Woods was 
commenced in 1913 with Warroad, Minnesota, as the first base. 
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la that year the survey extended from an east and west line 
two miles north of the International Boundary, near Buffalo Point, 
in the Province of Manitoba, south and east along the southerly shore, 
through the State of Minnesota, to a point in the Province of Ontario 
about three miles east of Rainy River. 

The field work, in 1914, comprised the survey of the low lying 
coimtry between the Northwest Angle Inlet and Buffalo Point, where 
the 1913 surveys had commenced. Surveys east of Rainy River were 
extended to the neighborhood of Big Grassy River — this being prac- 
tically the eastern boundary of the larger areas of low lying lands. 
Surveys were also made of certain low areas on Big and Bigsby 
Islands, and on the shores of Shoal Lake. 

Field operations, both in 1913 and in 1914, commenced about the 
end of May and terminated in the early part of October. 

On September 1st, 1914, a portion of the survey equipment and 
party was transferred to Rainy Lake, where surveys were made in the 
vicinity of Black Bay, Rat Root River, Cranberry Bay, Stanjikoming 
Bay, and Little Ottertail I^ake. This party was disbanded at Fort 
Frances on October 12th, 1914. 

FIELD METHODS 

The International Joint Commission maps show elevations 
above sea-level by brown contour lines. A contour, as is known, is 
a line all points on which are of the same elevation. The locations of 
these contours were determined by survey methods best adapted to 
the respective topographic peculiarities of each district. The methods, 
in general, were about as follows: At intervals of from 1500 to 2000 
feet, dependent on the character of the coimtry, main traverse hnes 
were run approximately perpendicular to the direction of the shore- 
line, and along these traverse lines elevations were taken, from which 
to determine the contours. Elevations were also taken at distances 
of from 300 to 700 feet on either side of the main traverse hnes so that 
in thus working back and forth along these main lines the territory 
under consideration was well covered. 

The method of survey adopted was determined mainly by two 
considerations; first, by the uniformity of the slope, and second, by 
the character of the surface of the land, i. e., whether it was firm, open 
or timbered land, or marsh and floating bog. Obviously, fewer eleva- 
tions were required to be taken over areas where the slope was so 
imiform as to permit the contours to be interpolated with the required 
precision. In rougher and more broken country the frequent changes 
in slope necessitated the taking of elevations at close intervals. In 
general it is estimated that on the Lake of the Woods survey the 
average interval between shots was from 600 to 800 feet. This indi- 
cates the flat and uniformly sloping character of the greater portion of 
this district. 
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The taking of topography is, of course, easiest on firm open 
ground where the breaks in slope are risible and choice of the critical 
topographical features is readily made. The major portion of the 
topography was taken with planetables. This method permitted 
the platting, in the field, of elevations, contours and other topographic 
features. Wherever a transit was used, field sketches were made, in 
addition to the notes, showing the more important topography. 

On firm ground, so covered with timber and brush that the 
topographical features were not discernible by inspection, a great deal 
of axe work was necessary. Throughout country of this character 
readings were taken on what appeared to be the mean groimd surface, 
especial care being taken to avoid humps or hollows. 

Throughout the large areas of open marsh and bog, the problem 
of ascertaining the topography is largely* a question of good judgment 
on the part of the rodman in putting into intelUgent practice the 
instructions of his topographer. Where a more or less solid subsoil 
is overlain with a foot or more of spongy moss, into which anyone, 
while standing, might sink about a foot, the rod was pressed firmly 
down into the moss. 

In taking elevations on floating bog, the character of which will 
later be described, the rod was pushed down through the floating 
surface mat or sod by a sudden pressure of from 10 to 50 pounds, 
depending on the toughness of the sod, until the rod reached the 
firmer bottom below the underlying muck or ooze. The rod was 
then raised up by an amount equal to what the rodman, from his 
experience in pushing the rod downwards, had estimated the thickness 
of the floating sod to be. The elevation thus obtained was recorded 
as representing approximately what the elevation of the surface of the 
bog would be if the water were drained off so as to allow the floating 
sod to settle down on firm bottom. On the Lake of the Woods survey 
it was found that, generally spefiJring, contours could be determined 
with a sufficient degree of accuracy by taking lines of levels across 
the bog at intervals of 1000 to 1500 feet. 

At the edge of much of the floating bog the shoreline exists as a 
well defined, reasonably firm ridge, cast up by the waves. A char- 
acteristic portion of such a shoreline is shown on Plate H. The 
cast-up material consists mainly of vegetable matter broken up by 
the waves, intermingled with driftwood, sand, and clay, and support- 
ing the growth of an occasional dwarf shrub. 

Along other portions of the southerly shore of the Lake of the 
Woods, the floating bog is continually being broken up by the waves 
and carried away, partly finely divided, and partly as large floating 
islands that do much damage to the pond net fishermen. Such a 
shoreline with its * ^islands" is shown on Plate F. 



Digitized by 



Google 



PLATE F 



Indefinite Shoreline at Edge of Floating Bog or Muskeg-Stoney point 



Typical ** Island" of Muskeg Anchored by Pound Net 
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PLATE G 



I & 2. SURVEYINQ FLOATINQ BOQ— LAKE OF THE WOODS 

3. Settinq Topographic Signal 

4. Rodman Givinq "Shot" in Open Marsh or Boa at Landward Edge of 

Cast-Up Shoreline 

6. Running Transit Line Through Marsh and Brush 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



LAKE OF THE WOODS INYESTIQATION 29 

Back of the ridge of cast-up material, constituting the shoreline 
at the edge of much of the floating bog, there is an area which rises 
and falls with changes in lake level. This area consists of peat vege- 
tation usually a foot or more in thickness, floating on a watery muck 
or partly decomposed roots, from 1 to 2 feet to occasionally as high 
as 5 or 6 feet above the firmer subsoil. 

The character of the floating bog and of the shoreline at the edge 
of the bog necessitated special methods of surveying. The manner of 
representing the information secured by the surveys, and particu- 
larly that relating to floating bog, is si^iificantly stated in the fol- 
lowing note which appears on all of the Lake of the Woods Sheets. 

Land areas bordering the shore of the Lake and subject to overflow at a lake 
stage of 1060 are shown in a light blue tint. The portions of such overflowed areas 
which are shown traversed by broken line contours usually represent floating bog 
whose surface rises and falls with changes in lake stage. These broken line contours 
represent, approximately! what the elevation of the sur&ce would be if, at lower 
lake stages, the floating bog settled down on its firmer subsoil. 

The full blue shoreline represents either high banks or a ridge of material cast up 
by the waves at the edge of floating bogs. The shoreline in long blue dashes represents 
the irregular and less well defined edge of floating bog not marked by a ridge of ckst up 
material. The shoreline in short blue dashes represents a conventional shoreline or 
water's edge, at a lake stage of 1058, in those bays and inlets where physical evidences 
of a definite shoreline were, for the most part, indistinguishable. 

COMMENTS ON EARLY CHARACTER OF SHORE 

Some of the outstanding physical features characterizing the 
shoreline of the Lake of the Woods have not been due to forces oper- 
ating only during recent years, but on the contrary, these physical 
features are manifestations which are to be expected at all times on 
the shores of a lake such as the Lake of the Woods. 

In order to give an idea of the appearance of the shores, particu- 
larly the southern and western shores, of the Lake of the Woods, be- 
fore this region was settled, the following statements are taken from 
the Report of the British North American Boundary Commission on 
the *' Geology and Resources of the Region in the Vicinity of the Forty- 
Ninth Parallel", by George M! Dawson, Assoc. R. S. M., F. G. S., 
Geologist and Botanist to the Commission. These statements are 
based on field work performed during the years 1873 and 1874. 

"The southern and larger part of the lake, properly called * Sandhill Lake', 
washes bare Laurentian rocks along its northern edge, while the whole of its southern 
and southwestern margin is formed of sand and detrital matter, and sweeps around in 
large, gently rounded bays, very different to the narrow irregular passages of the north. 
This southern portion of the lake is also comparatively shallow, and perpetually 
extending its border southward and westward, among the swamps, sandhills and 
lagoons by which it is there surrounded and spreading detritus thus attained over its 
bed. Evidence of this is everywhere apparent along its southern margin, where 
tamarack swamps are in some places being so rapidly encroached on that thetiees may 
be seen along the shore bending forward at every angle and falling into the lake. Some 
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parts of the shore have, in this way, become Bunoanded by an almost impassable belt 
of tangled and water- worn trunks and branches. The water of tne southern part of the 
bike is turbid from the wash of the waves on the soft shores and matter brou^t down 
by Rainy River; giving rise to a formation of depoaiti of suid and clay now going over 
the greater part of its bed. * * * 

''The greater part o! the southern and western maigins of the lake is utterly use- 
lesB, and a more forbidding and desolate region can scarcely be imagined. Hie 
immediate border of the lake, is here formed by a low lidge of sand often blown into 
miniature sandhills, but sometimes bound together by the roots of various grasses. 
Behind this margin is very generally a stretch of grassy swamp and lagoon of a mile 
or two in width and bordered in the distance by a forest of tamarack growing on a 
scarcely less flooded soil. In some places low, swampy, savaimah fronts directly on 
the lake, and this I have seen fringed, aftw a gale, by a belt many feet in width of 
brown vegetable pulp equally impassable to walk on and impassable for a canoe. On 
other par tB of the coast, on gaining the summit of a peat bank a few feet in hei^t, which 
is breaking off under the action of the waves, an expanse of swamp with dead tamarack 
trees, stretches as far as the eye can reach. * * * 

''Many of the less deeply submerged swamps would yield large quantities of 
natural hay. Those in the vicinity of the Ncnrth-west Angle are already made to 
furnish hay for the stock kept there, which though rather coarse, it is found to be 
nutritious. ♦ * ♦ 

"The climate of the region immediately bordering on the Lake of the Woods, is 
much improved by it. The shallow expanse of water becomes haated by the rays of 
the sun, and in July and August was very generally found to have a temperature of 
from 70° to 75° Fahrenheit. Early frosts are thus prevented, and the nights, which 
at a like elevation on the prairie west of Red River are frequently cold, are here, as a 
rule, deliciously balmy. Should land for agricultural purposes ever become of value 
in this region, a great area of the bottom of the lake might be laid dry, at comparatively 
small expense, by removing the rocky barrier at Rat Portage, the water being thus 
lowered about ei^teen feet." 

PROVINCIAL AND STATE LAND SURVEY SYSTEMS 

The Lake of the Woods suryeys, comprising, as they do, portions 
of the Provinces of Ontario and Manitoba and of the State of Minne- 
sota, include areas which have been surveyed according to the Gov- 
ernment Land Survey systems employed in both countrios. 

The land survey systems of tlie State of Minnesota and of the 
Province of Manitoba are not greatly dissimilar. Li each case the 
lands have been laid out in quadrilateral townships, approximately 
six miles square, containing 36 sections, each of which has an area of 
1 square mile or 640 acres, more or less, dependent on the usual 
meridional and other corrections. The lines bounding a township 
on the east and west sides are true meridians and those on the north 
and south sides are chords of the parallels of latitude passing through 
the comers of the townships. 

The townships are numbered in regular order northerly from 
some parallel of latitude or base line, and lie in Ranges which are 
numbered, in general, east or west from certain initial meridian 
lines styled First, Second, Third, etc., Meridians according to their 
position with respect to some Principal Meridian. 
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PLATE H 



Characteristic Cast-Up Shoreline at Edge of Floating Bog 
Lake of The Woods 



Detail of Cast-Up Shoreline Showing Vegetable Fiber Broken Up by 

Wave Action 
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For ready reference and comparison it is well, at this point, to 
draw attention to the most important differences between the systems 
of smrey in Minnesota and Manitoba. 

The accompanying diagrams show the arrangement of sections, 
order of numbering, road allowances, etc., for townships in Minnesota, 
Ontario, and Manitoba. 
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STANOARO TOWNSHIP IN MANITOSA 



MTAIL 

STANDARD SECTION IN MANITOBA 



In Manitoba there is a road allowance of 1} chains, or 99 feet, 
around each section of one square mile. 

In Minnesota no road allowance whatever has been made, and 
wherever roads follow along section lines half the width of the road 
Ues in one section and half in the other. In consequence of this, a 
township in Manitoba is six road allowances, or 594 feet, wider 
than a township in Minnesota. 

Under both systems of survey the sections of a township are 
subdivided into four quarter sections of 160 acres (more or less) each. 
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Lands in Ontario, l3^g in the vicinity of Lake of the Woods, are 
also laid off into quadrilateral townships approximately six miles 
square. This rule, however, is sometimes altered to suit the irregu- 
larities of the shoreline, some irregular townships being as much as 
nine miles in one direction and eight miles in the other. 

The lines bounding a township on the east and west sides are 
true meridians, six miles apart on the south boundaries, while, those 
on the north and south sides are chords of the parallel of latitude 
passing through the corners of the township. 

The townships are named, in place of being numbered as in the 
case of Minnesota and Manitoba. 

No road allowances are actually laid out in this system of survey, 
but 5 per cent of the land is reserved by the Crown for roads. 

The township is laid off by east and west lines, one mile apart, 
into concessions numbered from the south towards the north. Sec- 
tion lines are run astronomically, north and south, from points one 
mile apart on the southern township boundary. Posts, bisecting the 
north and south boundaries of each section, mark the division of 
the section into two lots. 

In order to explain certain apparent discrepancies in land lines 
on the International Joint Commission survey maps for portions of 
Minnesota territory, it is necessary to point out that the position of 
many of the lines and corners established by the original land surveys 
is in error; and also, that in certain cases the bearings and distances 
as obtained from the field notes of the land surveyors are inconsistent 
with the actual location of the comers. On the other hand, it was 
found that complete reliance could be placed on the land surveys in 
Canadian territory. 

In Manitoba the township, section and quarter comers are, in 
general, marked by iron posts and by pyramidal mounds of earth or 
stone, and four pits. In Minnesota wooden posts, referenced by 
blazes on near-by trees, styled '^bearing trees," are used to mark the 
comers. These may easily be destroyed by fire and the comers 
thus lost. 

In Manitoba it is compulsory that the surveyor clear his lines 
and use a transit instrument for the determination of directions. 
The survey is made astronomically within very small specified limits 
of error. 

In Minnesota less reliance has been placed on astronomical con- 
trol, and the directions of the lines have, to some extent, been deter- 
mined by the magnetic compass — a metJtod, which, while quicker, is 
less accurate than astronomical determinations. 

Several cases have been noticed, in the Lake of the Woods terri- 
tory, where the bearings given by the United States Land Survey 
plats werQ in error by as much as one degree or more. Also, in one 
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instance, in platting a line across a township according to bearings 
and distances shown on these plats, an error of 300 feet has been 
disclosed by means of the triangulation of the International Joint 
Commission surveys. 

The effects of local attraction on the magnetic needle is more 
especially noticeable in the Minnesota Survey of the Rainy Lake 
district. Here the direction of the section lines becomes at times 
very erratic, and one instance may be noted, where, on platting a 
section according to the distances given for the four sides, the closing 
line of the square did not close on the initial point by over 300 feet. 

With respect to fence locations it may be commented, that, in 
several places, for example, in Sections 20, 33 and 34 of Township 
163 N., Range 36 W. of the 5th Meridian, Sheet No. 10, it will be noted 
that there are fences which properly belong, and no doubt are intended 
to follow, on the section and quarter lines, but which on the maps 
are not thus represented. The reason for this may be due to either 
one or both of the following circumstances: 

First, the fences may not have been built where they properly 
belong with respect to the legal surveyed lines of the section, so that 
their location on the land is in error. 

Second, the fences may be properly located with respect to the 
monuments determining the legal lines of the section, but due to the 
inability of the International Joint Commission surveyors to find cer- 
tain of the original monuments, the section lines, as projected on the 
maps according to the field notes of the Land OflSice surveys, may not, 
in such cases, be legally correct. 

MErmOD OF MEASURING SURVEYED AREAS 

The areas between the various contours shown on the maps of 
the Atlas were measured, by means of planimeters, on the original 
manuscript maps which were drawn to a scale of 1000 feet to 1 inch. 
Areas were obtained between the different contours for each different 
culture classification, such as deciduous trees, willows and brush, 
open marsh or bog, etc. The boundaries between the different kinds 
of culture growth are much more definitely marked on the original 
manuscript maps than they are on the final maps which are printed 
in colors and on the reduced scale of 2000 feet to 1 inch. 

To insure perfect adjustment of the instruments, the planimeters — 
which were of both the rolling and the polar types — were tested twice 
daily by means of a test circle having a standard graduated steel bar 
for a radius. The peculiarities of the instruments were carefully 
observed and each was tested in various positions so that, as far as 
possible, all errors due to lost motion, etc., were avoided in the meas- 
urement of the areas. For example, it was observed that the rolling 
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plankueters gave less accurate results with the tracing arm at right 
angles to the rollers, consequently, especial care was taken, as far 
as practicable, to make all measurements with this arm at smaller 
angles with the rollers. It was also found very essential to give the 
instruments a thorough deaning about once every four days. 

In measuring the areas two complete sets of readings were taken 
by observers working independently of each other, and a high degree 
of accuracy was required. The allowable differences between any 
two corresponding determinations varied with the size of the areas 
measured. 

The total atea in each township, between the various contours, 
was first determined. Then the area, in each section, between the 
same contours, was determined, and the several quantities adjusted 
slightly so as to make their sum equal the total area previously 
determined for the entire township. Lastly the areas between con- 
tours, as subdivided according to the. culture classifications, were 
determined for each section, and these quantities were in turn ad- 
justed to equal the total area previously determined for the given 
section. 
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SURVEYED AREA BETWEEN CX)NTOURS-SHEETS 1-19 

(SOUTHERLY SHORE) 





Area 

hi United 

States and 

Canada 


Area 

in United 

States 


Area In 
Canada 


Area 

in United 

Stat^and' 

Canada 


Area 
hi United 
. States 


Area hi 
Canada 




1 


5^ 


1 


S 


1 


1 

s 


< 


5§ 


< 


i 


i 


1 
1 




1066 to 1064* 


1060 to 1059 




CnltlT&ted land 


344.2 

225.8 

317 2 

1606.5 

30.2 

85.6 

1.6 

9.6 

24.8 


13.0 
8.5 
12.0 
60.7 
1.2 
3.2 
0.1 
0.4 
0.9 


315.7 

177.6 

312.0 

1373.4 

9.7 

85.6 

■'9.' 6 
U.O 


91.7 
78.7 
98.4 
85.5 
32.1 
100.0 

i66.'6 

44.4 


28.5 

48.2 

5.2 

233.1 

20.5 


8.3 
21.3 

1.6 
14.5 
67.9 


' ;......l... ..!..... 




Grassland 


31.2 0.5 
92.91 1.4 
65.9 1.0 


[ j 


31.2 
4.1 
4.9 


100.0 


Oraas land with scattered poplar 
Deeiduious trees 


88. 8| 95.6 
Al.O 02.6 


4.4 

7.4 




1.6 1 1.6100.0 

0.21 1 0.21100.0 

1535.6 23.71115.51 72.6 




Contferons swamp ... 


420.1 

1820.1 

5.6 

432.2 




Willows and brush 


1.6 


100.0 


27.4 


Omn marsh or hote. 


4253.8 65.62433.7 
9.0| O.li 3.4 


57.2 
37.8 
12.8 


42.8 


8and 


13.8 


65.6 


62.2 


Water.. . ... 


495.5, 7.7 


63.3 


87.2 


Rock 































1 










Total area 


2645.5 


100.0 


2294.6 


86.7 


350.9 


13.3 


6485.7|100.0 


3767.5 


58.1 


271R.2 


41.9 




1 






1064 to 1062 


1059 to 1058 


CulUvated land 


267.3 
537.1 
389.9 
5037.5 
1332.6 
6604.4 
666.9 
1616.9 
123.4 


1.6l 203.1 

3.2 263.6 

2.4i3Q8.8 

30. 43254. 9 


78.9 
49.1 
79.2 
64.6 
21.7 
57.7 
45.5 
2.0 
60.6 


54.21 21.1 


! 










nrafffland.. , . 


273.5 

81.1 

1782. 6 


50.9 
20.8 
35.4 


1 










Grass land with scattered poplar 
Deeidooos trees. ...:... 


1 










1 












8.0 
39.8 
4.0 
9.8 
0.7 


289.5 
3811.8 

303.6 
32.4 
74.8 


1043.0' 78.3 
2792.6 42.3 




— 
























Willows and brvah 


363.3 

1584.5 

48.6 


54.5 
98.0 
39.4 


370.0 

4535.5 

2.5 

15:^6.0 


6.7 
70.0 

'24.'3 


272,6 

2177.1 

1.2 

860.8 


73.7 
48.0 
48.0 
54.6 


97.4 

2358.4 

1.3 

715.2 


26 3 


Open marsh or bog 


62.0 


Suid " 


62.0 


Water 


45.4 


Rock 


9.6 


0.1 


4.8 


50.0 


4.8 


50.0 


















Total area 


16575.5 


100.0 


8547.3 


51.5 


8028.2 


48.5 


6484.0 


100.0 


3311.7 


51.1 


3172.3 


48.9 








10. H 






1062 to 1061 


1058 to 1066 


Cultivated land 


64.2 
515.2 
177.3 
1674.2 
328.5 
2117.3 
1787.2 
2274.9 
140.6 


0.7 
5.7 
2.0 
18.4 
3.6 
23.3 
19.7 
25.0 
1.5 


51.6 

318.4 

151.3 

1168.8 

84.7 

1517. 7 

661.4 

383.1 

99.2 


80.4 
61.8 
85.3 
60.8 
25.8 
71.7 
37.0 
16.8 
70.6 


12.6 














CiT^^ land X , . 


196.8 38.2' 
26.0 14.7; 
505.4 30.2 
243.81 74.2' 
599.6' 28.3 
1125.81 63.0 
1891.8 83.2 
41.4 29.4 














Grass land with scattered poplar 
Deciduous trees 








































Coniferous swamp 


4.7 
110.7 
4972.7 


i.'i 

47.8 


■*94*6 
3326.7 


■85."4 
66.9 


4.7 

16.2 

1646.0 


100.0 


Willows and brush 


14.6 


Open marsh or bog 

Band . 


33.1 


Water 


5326.8 


51.1 


2911.0 


54.6 


2416.8 


46.4 


Rock 


3.7 


0.1 


1.9 


51.4 


i.8 48.6 


















Total area 


9083.1 


loao 


4438.1 


48.9 


4645.0 51.1 


10414.9 


100.0 


6332.2 


60.8 


4082.7 


39.2 










1061 to 1060 


1056 to 1054 


Caltivatedland 


20.4 

506.7 

112.3 

392.1 

46.8 

123.7 

2615.3 

5143.0 

164.3 


0.2 
5.6 
1.2 
4.3 
0.5 
1.4 
28.7 
56.4 
1.8 


20.4 
430.9 

96.1 
315.5 

29.0 

97.5 
1371. 1 
1624.9 

99.8 


100.0 
85.0 
86.6 
80.6 
62.0 
78.8 
52.4 
31.6 
60.7 




1 














GraiNf land . ....... 


75.8 
16.2 
76.6 
17.8 
26.2 
1244.2 
8518.1 
04.5 


15.0 
14.4 
19.5 
38.0 
21.2 
47.6 
68.4 
39.3 














Grassland with scattered poplar 








































Coniferous swamp 


0.6 

0.8 

672.2 








0.5 

0.3 

137.0 


100.0 


Willows and brush, 


"i'i 


0.5 
435.2 


62.5 
76.1 


37.5 


Open marsh or bog 


23.9 


Water 


8678.7 


«3.7 


5075.2 


59.2 


3503.6 


40.8 


Rock. . ... 


0.3 




0.3 


100.0 


























Total area 


9124.9 


100.0 


4085. 5 


44.8 


5039.4 


56.2 


9162.2 


100.0 


5510.9 


60.2 


3641.3 


39.8 



* The Lake of the Woods Survey does not embrace all the area lyhig between the 1064 and 1066 contours. 
Between these contours certain parcels of land were discovered upon portions of which some actual Im- 
provement, such as clearing or ciutivatlon, had been made. Between the 1064 and 1066 contours only the 
parcels whJcih include the improved portions above mentioned have been surveyed. 
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SURVEYED AREAS BETWEEN CX)NTOURS-.SHEETS 20-22 

(BIG ISLAND AND BIGSBY ISLAND) 





Area 

in United 

SUtesand 

Canada 


Area 

in United 

SUtes 


Area in 
Canada 


Area 

in ITnited 

States and 

Canada 


Area 

In United 

States 


Area in 
Canada 




1 


It 

si 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


If 


1 




1 

< 


1 




1064 to 1062 


59 to 1068 


Cultivated land 













1 






< ira.ss laud 


22.1 


0.6 






22.1 










Grassland with scattered poplar 
DeciduoUM trees 














496.3 
443. 2 


13.6 
1? 1 






496.3 
443. 2 
2545.4 
63.6 
68.5 
21.2 




:::::::i;::::i::::::::::: 




Mixed deciduous aud coniferous 


:::::. ::: 








(^ouifwous swarup 


2645.4! 60.5 








! 




VV lllo ws and brush 


63.6 
68.6 
21.2 


1.7 
1 9 








78.7 
406.6 


10.31 - - 


78.7 ... 


Open ruarsh or bog 






.•a. :< 




406. 5[ 


Sand 


0.6 












Wala- 








277.4 36.4 




277.4 


Rock 


6.7 








0.7 




1 




t 


















Total area 


3661.0 


100 


1 


3661.0 




762. 6'l00. 


1 


762. 6L. .. 








1062 to 


1061 







1 


068 to 1066 




Cultivated land 














1 






Ora.'^sland 


19.6 




0.9 






19.6 








1 






( irass land with scattered poplar 
De(tiduous trees . 


. 
















145.6 
62.8 
967.0 
412. 5 
670. 7 
53.7 


6.5 
2,8 
43.3 
18.5 
25.6 
2.4 






14.5.6 ! 






1 






Mixed deciduous and i^oniferous 






62.8 
967.0 
412.5 






1 






(Coniferous swamp 








i 


' 






Willows aud brush 








20.6 
356.3 


1.5 




20.6 
365.3 




Ooen marsh or bocF 






570 7 ! 


•>»i n 


1 




Sand 


63.7 










Water 










1016.9 73.0 




1015.9 




Rock 



























•2231. 9j 


1391.8100.0 









Total area 


•2231.9 


100.0 




1391.8 








1060 


i 




Cultivated land 


1061 to 


— - 


-- 


— 




1056 to 


ia'i4 




C}ra.ss land 


4. 9 0. 4 






4.9 
















Grass land with scattered poplar 
Deciduous trees 




















6.1 0.5 

2.8 0.2 

58.1, 4.3 

327.71 24.5 

9'22.5' 69.0 

14. Oj 1.1 






6.1 

2.8 

68.1 

327.7 

922.5 

14.0 
















Mixed deciduous and coniferous 




















(^'Ouirerous swamp 




















Willows aud brush 








0.4 

47.7 








6.4 




Open marsh or bog 






3.9 






47.7 


Sand 












Water 








1174. S 


96.1 






ii74.S 


Hock 


0.5 
1336.6 


..: :. 




0.5 
1336.6 




1 




Total area. - 


inno 


. . . 


- — 


— - 


1222. 9 


100.0 


i..: 


122V, 9 .. , 










1 






1060 to 1069 




Cultivated land 


























(Jra'v'tland - ... .. 


0.1 








0.1 
















< Irass land with scattered poplar 
Deciduous trees 














































Mixed deciduous and coniferous 


























Coniferous swamp ' 


0.6 
155.9 
543.4 

0.4 
223.0 








0.5 
165.9 
543.4 

0.4 
223.0 
















Willows and brush 


16.9 
58.9 




















Open in^wsh or bog. - . , . , - . r 





















Sand 




















Water . . 


24.2 




















Rock 














































Total area 


923.3 


100.0 


1 


923.3 








i..._ 






















* The Lake of the Woods Survey does not embrace all the area lying between the 1064 and 1066 contours. 
Between these contours certaiu parcel of land were discovered upon portions of which some actual iujpro ve- 
ment. such u: clearing or cultivation, had been made. Between the 1064 and lUcUi contours oniy the 
parcels which include the improved portions above mentioned have been surveyed. 
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SURVEYED AREA BETWEEN OONTOURS-SHEETS 23-25 

(SHOAL LAKE) 





Area 

hi United 

States and 

Canada 


Area 

in United 

States 


Area 
In Canada 


Area 

hiUnitod 

States and 

Canada 


1 

Area 

hi United 

States 


Area 
in Canada 




Acres 

Per Cent of 
Total Area 


1 


1 

i 


1 


1 


111 


g 

< 


1 
1 


1 


1 




1086 to 1064 • 

• 


1060 to 1059 


Cultivated land 


0.3 12.5 






0.3 






1- 






f sraswi land ... . , 








1..... 






'* * 


Grassland with scattered poplar 
Deciduous trees 










I 








! 









0.8 0.1 
1 . 




as 




Mixed deciduous and coniferous 


2.1 87.5 






2.1 








Coniferous swamp ..... 










7. 7 1. 1 

67,0 9.4 

560.4 78.8 




7.7 

67.0 

66a4 




willows and brush 
















Open marsh or bog 










••••••| 




Sand r. 


' 


1 









Water 




1 






75. Oj ia6 


1 


75.0 




Rock 
































Total area 


2.4100.0 




2.4 




7ia9100.0 


1 


7ia9 








1 






1064 to 1062 


1059 to 1058 


Cultivated land 




1 








I 






Grass land 


43.6 


1.6 


.. .J 


43.6 




, 








Grass land with scattered poplar 
Deciduous trees 












1 






391.3 
284.2 
1058.7 
104.1 
754.8 


14.3 
10.4 
38.7 
7.1 
27.6 






391.3 
284.2 
1058.7 
194.1 








1 






Mixed deciduous and coniferous 


' 










1 






(^oniferons swainp 












1 






Wniows and brush 








6.3 
65.2 


.2,0 
2a4 




6.3 
65.2 




OiMm marsh or boE. 






754.8 








Band 














Water 












247.6 


77,6 






247.5 




Rock 


8.5 


0.3 






8.5 












... 
















Total area 


273S.2 


100.0 


1 


27.35. 2 




319.0|100.0 


; 


319.0 






: 


1 






1062 to 1061 1 


1058 to 1056 


Cultivated land 














1 










Or«»? land . . 


70.0 


6.0 






7a 




1 










Grassland with scattered poplar 


















126.6 
58.9 
378.6 
24ai 
28&9 


10.8 
5.1 
32.2 
20.4 
24.6 






126.6 
59.9 
378.5 
240.1 
288.9 














Mixed deciduous and coniferous 


























1 










WiliowB and brush 








3.01 as 

22.6' 3.8 






3.0 
22.6 




Open marsh or bog 












Sand ~ 












Water 














573.3 


95.7 






573.3 




Rock 


12.2 
1176.2 


1.0 






12.2 
1176. 2 































Total az«a 


100.0 






508.9 


inn n 






698.9 




















1061 to 1060 


1056 to 1054 


Cultivated land 










^..J 












Ortum innd 


9.1 


0.6 






9.1 














Qrass land with scattered poplar 


















Deciduous trees .".."... 


24.1 
8.0 

89.0 
338.9 
965.4 


1.7 

0.5 

6.1 

23.3 

66.3 






24. i 














Mixed deciduous and coniferous 






&0 

89.0 

33&9 

965.4 




































WiUowB and brush 









1.1 
1.0 


a 2 
a 2 






1.1 
1.0 




Open marsh or bog 












Sand T 













Water 


20.6 
1.0 


1.4 

0.1 




20.6 
1.0 




6ia8 


99.6 






6ia8 




Rock 


' 


























Total area 


1456.1 


100.0 




1456.1 




612.9 


100.0 






612.9 








1 









* The Lake of the Woods Survey does not embrace all the area lyhig between the 1064 and 1066 contours. 
Between these contours oertam parcels of land were discovered upon portions of which some actual improve- 
ment, such as clearing or cultivation, had been made. Between the 1064 and the 1066 contours only tha 
parcels which include the improved portions above mentioned have been surveyed. 
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BBPOBT OF OOKBULTING EITGIKEERS 



TOTAL OF SURVEYED AREAS-SHEETS 1-25 

UNTTED STATES AND CANADA 



! Culti- 
vated 
'Land 



Grass 
Land 



Grass I 
Land 
with 
Scat- 
tared 
Poplar 



Decid- 
uous 
Trees 



Mixed 
Decid- 
uous 
and 
Conif- 
erous 



Conif- 
erous 
Swamp 



Wil- 
lows 
and 
Brush 



Open 
Marah 
or BoK 



Sand Water i Rock 



Total 
area 
acres 









1066 to 1064* 










Canada . . 


28.8 48.2 
315.7 177.6 


5.2 233.1 

312.0 1373.4 


22.6! 

9.7' 85.6 


1.6 


. 9.C 


13.8; 


1 363.3 


United 
States.. 


1 
11.0 


: Ma4. i\ 






Total. 


344.5' 225.8 


317.2, 1606.5 


32.3 85.6 


1.6 


9.6 


34.8 


... .1 2647.9 











1064 to 1062 



Canada.. 54.2 
United 
States.. 203.1 


339.2 
263.6 


81.1 
306.8 


2670.2 
3254.9 


1770.4 
280.5 


6306.7 
3811.8 


621. o| 2407.8 
303.0' 82.4 


69.8 
74.8 


.! I4.0I 14424.4 

4,8, 8W7.3 


Total. 257.3 

1 


602.8 


389.9 


5025.1 


2069.9 


10208.5 


924. 6| 2440.2 


144.6 


18.8. 22971.7 

1 













1062 to 1061 












Canada . . 

United 

States.. 


12.0 
51.6 


286.4 
318.4 
604.8 


20.0 
151.3 


777.6 
1168.8 


366.5 
84.7 


1945.1 1778.4 
1617.7 061.4 


2751.4 
383.1 


95.1 
99.2 




14.0 
1.9 


8053.1 
4438.1 


Total. 


177.3 


1946.4 


451.2 


3462. 8| 2439.8 


3134.5 


194.3 




15.9 


12491.2 



1061 to 1060 



Canada.. 




89.8 
430.9 


16.2 
96.1 


106.8 
315.5 


28.6 
29.0 


173.3 1910.8 
97.51 1371.1 


5406.0 
1624.9 


78.5 20.6 
99.8 


I.5I 7832.1 


United 
States.. 


20.4 


0.3! 4066.6 


Total. 


20.4 


620.7 


112.3 


422.3 


67.6 


270.8 3281.9 


7030.9 


178.3 20.6 


1.8| 11917.6 



1060 to 1059 



Canada . . 

United 

States 


! 31.3 


4.1 
88.8 
92.9 


5.7 
61.0 
66.7 


1.6 
1.6 


8.2 
0.2 
8.4 


643.0 
1115.6 
1758.5 


2923. 9| 
2433.7 
5157.6 


6.0 
3.4 
9.4 


730.2 

63.3 

793. r>j 


4352.4 
3767. 6 


Total. 


1 31.3 


8119.9 



1059 to 1058 



Canada . 


1 


! 


182.4 
272.6 


2830.1 
2177.1 
6007.2 


1.3 1240.l| 

1.2; 860.8 

2.5I 2100. 9| 


4253.9 


United 
States. . 




i 


3311.7 











Total 


1 1 1 


465.0 


7565.6 




1 1 1 









1058 to 1056 


Canada 


1 




4. 7 39. 8 


United 






94.5 








Total 1 -1 


1 


4.7 134.3 




1 


I 





2023.9 
3326.7 




4005.0 
2911.0 




6073.4 
6332.2 


5350.6 





6916.0 




12405.6 



1056 to 1064 



Canada . ' 




_ 


_ 




0.5 


1.8 
0.5 


185.7 
435.2 




5289.1 
6076.2 




5477.1 


United! 
States. .1 










6510.9 
















Total ' 









0.5 


2.3 


620.9 


10364.3 




10968.0 


•' i 























1066 to 1054* 










Canada . . 

United 

States. . 


96.6 
590.8 


794.9 
1190.5 
1985.4 


132.6 
957.0 


3793. 4| 2188.1 
6173.6 414.5 


8628.5 
5512.8 


6178. 81 18528.8 
3819. 2I 10422.7 


264.5 11285.0 
289.4 8910.3 


29.5 
7.0 


50619.7 
38287.8 


Total. 


<i86.4 


1069.6 


9967.0 2602.6 


14041.3 


8998.0' 28951.5 


553.9 20195.3 


36.5 


89107.6 



* The Lake of the Woods purvey does not embrace all the area lying between the 10(>4 and 1066 contours. 
Between these contours certain parcels of land were discovered upon portions of which some actual improve- 
ment, such as clearing or cultivation, had been made. Between the 1064 and 1066 contours only the 
parcels which include the improved portions above mentioned have been surveyed. 
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SURVEYED AREAS BETWEEN CONTOURS 1058 AND 1064 

BY SHEETS 



Ck»ntoiir 



Gulti- 
Tated 
Land 



Grass 
Land 



Orass 
Land 



Decid- 



Scat- , i?!2^ 
tared "•* 
Poplar 



I Mixed 
I Decld- 
j nous 
, and 
Conif- 
erous 



Conif- 
erous 
Swamp 



Wil- 
lows 
and 
Brush 



Open 
or Bog 



Sand 



Total 
Area 
Acres 



NORTHWEST ANGLE SHEET NO. 1 



1064-63 


0.9 
0.9 


16.4 
16.4 
66.0 




130.9 

130.8 

67.1 

13.1 


23.3 
33.4 
7.1 
0.8 


34.8 
34.8 
27.7 
4.1 


22.6 
22.6 
67.9 
86.9 
37.9 
1.3 


1.8 
1.9 




230 7 


1063-^2 


230.8 


1082-61 


225 8 


1061-60 




145.7 

m.2 

241.1 




250 6 


1060-59 








211.1 


1059-58 














242 4 



















BUCKETE ISLAND SHEET NO. 2 



1064-63 


0. 1 25. 3 




162.2 
162.2 
135.6 
39.8 
1.1 


66.3 
65.3 
36.1 
11.8 
1.6 


173.0 
173.6 
108.6 
20.0 
0.2 


10.0 
10.6 
50.3 
121.0 
100.4 
25.0 


8.4 

8.5 

53.0 

172.0 

313.4 

378.6 


1 445 5 


1063-62 


25.3 




' 445 5 


1062-61 


! 18.2 


1 396.8 


1061-60 


1 0.3 


.1 364 9 


1060-59 


: 1 "" 


416.7 


1059-58 






4a3.6 




1 













OAK ISLAND SHEET NO. 3 



GARDEN ISLAND SHEET NO. 4 



DRIFTWOOD TO STONEY SHEET NO. 6 



1064-63 


0.7 
0.6 


10.9 
10.9 
11.9 
0.7 




37.6 25.5 1 166.8 9.0 

37.7 .25.5 166.7 9.7 
37.9 j 12.1 29.4 ' 49.3 
11.0 2.7 1 19.9 

0,3 ' 1 5 6 


3.3 0.4 


QUA A 


1063-62 


3.2 0.5 1 2.iVl R 


1062-61 


26.0 15.9 

39.6 2.4 

23.5 0.2 

2.7 


182 5 


1061-60 




7« 3 


lOW-59 




29 6 


1059-58 








1 2.0 


4. '7 










1 *■" 

1 1 





1064-63 

106^2 

1062-61 


i 0.2 

, 0.1 




50.3 
50.3 
108.7 
39.6 
1.3 


• 


188.8 
188.8 
263.5 


6.1 

5.2 

9.4 

65.8 

72.9 

69.4 


0.7 
0.7 
47.1 
0.7 
0.5 
0.5 


0.1 
0.2 
17.0 
12.0 
2.2 


245.2 
245.. 3 
445 7 


1061-60 ' 




118.1 


1060-50 








76 9 


1059-58 ' 








69.9 


1 ! 













1064-63 








39.9 

39.8 

9.5 


39.5 

39.5 

2.2 


826.0 
826.0 
522.1 


76.0 
76.1 
77.2 
0.3 


"m.o 

372.5 


7.6 

7.6 

28.6 

12.3 


989.0 


1063-62 








989.0 


1062-61 








850.6 


1061-60 








385.1 


1000-59 
















1069-08 












* 





































STONEY CREEK SHEET NO. 










1064-63 


0.2 
0.2 
0.2 






81.7 
81.6 
118.7 
52.8 
3.2 


51.4 
51.5 
46.0 
16.2 


529.9 

629.8 

335.9 

6.0 


2.6 

2.6 

178.1 

320.8 

211.9 

18.5 


0.8 

0.8 

31.1 

368.2 

376.3 

277.3 


7.1 

7.1 

16.8 

• 3.6 

" 1.2 


673.6 


1063-62 






673.6 


1062-61 






725.8 


1061-60 






7f>6.6 


1060-50 








591.4 


1059-58 












297.0 























REED RIVER SHEET NO. 7 










1004-63 


0.0 
0.6 
0.1 


0.2 
0.1 
0.7 




227.8 
227.9 
111.1 
28.0 


91.3 
91.2 
44.6 
3.0 


225.4 

226.4 

140.9 

0.6 


60.0 
60.0 
326.0 
501.2 
79.0 
27.1 


15.4 
15.4 
99.0 
1001.4 
61.6 
31.0 




620.7 


1063-02 


620.6 


1062-61 


722.4 


1061-60 


1534.2 


1000-nSO 








140.0 


1050-58 














58.1 
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BEPOBT OF OONSULTIKQ BKOIKEBBS 



SURVEYED AREAS BETWEEN CONTOURS 1036 AND f064--Contmued 
BY SHEETS-Contlnued 



Contour 



Culti- 
vated 
Land 



(;rass 
Land 



Oran 
Land 
with 
Scat- 
tered 
Poplar 



Deold. 
uoua 
Ttms 



MUad 
Dwid. 
oous 
and 
Conif- 
erous 



Conif- 
erous 
Swamp 



lows 

and 

Bruifa 



Open 
Manb 
orBoR 



Total 
Area 
Acres 



BUFFALO POINT SHEET NO. 8 



1064-43.. 
1063-62.. 
1062-61.. 
1061-60.. 
1060-50.. 
1050-58.. 



1.0 
1.0 



195.7 

195.6 

107.3 

16.7 



63.3 
63.4 
36.8 



480.5 

480.4 

140.1 

11.0 



10.5 
10.6 
162.3 
338.4 
87.2 
0.1 



749.6 
749.6 
1621.5 
2053.0 
1140.8 
1817.1 



10.1 
10.1 
3.7 
5.1 
5.6 
1.8 



1529.6 
1529.6 
2080.7 
2334.2 
1233.6 
1837.5 



ELM POINT SHEET NO. 9 



1064-68.. 
1068-63.. 
1063-61.. 
1061-^.. 
1060^50.. 
lOfiO-58.. 



3.5 
2.6 
0.0 
8.7 



4.8 

4.7 

75.1 

161.6 



177.5 

177.6 

164.3 

20.6 

0.5 



06.5 
06.4 
146.8 



60.1 

343.7 

360.3 

9.7 



1.3 I 
179.1 ,. 
610.0 !. 



6.5 



WARROAD SHEET NO. 10 



WILLOW CREEK SHEET No. 11 



388.3 
388.3 

446.7 
451.3 
430.8 
620.6 



1064-68 


87.6 
87.7 
37.0 
11.7 


36.3 
36.1 
86.0 
188.4 




151.9 
151.9 
63.5 
14.9 
0.9 








1.4 1 


...1 377.1 


106$-63 








l.fi 1 


377.3 


1063-61 






13.0 
80.2 
50.9 
34.7 


...| 199.9 


1061-60 






245.2 


1060-50 






1 


.-.' 808.6 


1059-58 












...I 212.4 



















1064-63. 

i(m-^2. . 

1061^-61 . 
1061-60., 
1060-50. 
1059-58. 



8.1 
8.0 
12.0 



13.6 
13.6 



126.4 
126.4 
88.6 



182.0 
182.0 
213. 9 
35.6 



24.6 ' 

24.7 ; 1 

140.3 .W.5 

257.4 122.9 , 13.0 
207.2 I 424.3 I 1.0 
105.8 366.4 1 



354.7 
354.7 
505.3 
428.9 
632.5 
472.2 







ROCKY POINT SHEET NO. 12 










1064-63 




14.7 
14.7 
11.0 




374.3 

874.2 

337.3 

81.9 

37.9 






33.8 
33.7 
163.0 
106.9 
163.0 
25.3 


394.0 
461.9 
313.7 


11.5 
11.6 
6.8 
30.7 


424 2 


1063-62 








434.3 


1062-61 








408.0 


1061-60 








703.6 


1060-59 












661.8 


1059-58 




.... 








338 9 























LONG 


PT. TO ZIPPEL SHEET NO, 


13 








1064-63 




0.8 
0.9 




10.0 
10.0 




25.3 

25.3 

7.5 

5.5 






36.1 


1063-62 








36.2 


1062-61 




1 




7.5 


1061-60 












7.7 
1.6 


........ 


1.3 


14.5 


1060-50 












6.5 


1059-58 













































ZIPPEL SHEET NO. 


14 










1064-63 


2.4 
3.4 


30.0 
31.0 
32.0 
80.2 




118.6 
118.5 
115.0 
14.7 




155.0 
155.1 
139.5 
4L9 


0.5 
0.4 

13.4 
113.1 

53.5 


164.8 
345.0 
175.7 


8.3 
3.3 
5.0 

7.7 


310.7 


1068-62 


810.7 


lOKMtlt 


303 9 


1061-60 




422.4 


1060-50 




398 5 


1060-^ 














176.7 
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SURVEYED AREAS BETWEEN CONTOURS 1058 AND 1064— Continued 
BY SHEETS-^ontlnaed 



I 



Contour 



Culti- 
vat«Hl 
Land 



(Irass 
Land 



Grass 
I^nd 
with 
Scat- 
t«red 
Poplar 



Decid- 
uous 
(Trees 



Mixed 
Decid- 
uous 
and 
Conif- 
erous 



Conif- 
erous 
Swamp 



Wfl- 

iows 

and 

Brush 



Open 
Marsh 
or Bog 



Band 



Total 
Area 
Acres 



FOUR MILE BAY SHEET NO. 15 



1064-63 




1.4 
1.5 
71.6 


154.4 
154.4 
15L3 
96.1 
88.8 


313.3 
313.2 
130.7 
38.1 
26.3 


10.4 
10.5 
3.2 


13.5 
13.4 
LI 


28.3 
34.3 
9.4 


9.3 
0.3 

"82.9 
158.0 
77.8 


7.2 
7.3 
9.1 
10.3 


509 5 


1063-62 




509 6 


1062-61 


0.6 


.595 8 


1061-60 ,. 


261.7 


1060^50 










282.5 


1059-58 










77.8 





















McOINNIS CREEK SHEET NO. 16 



106i-63 




73.3! 

61.9 ' 
31.2 , 


40.5 
40.6 
26.0 
16.2 
4.1 


118.8 

118.7 

46.7 

3.-0 


41.6 
4L7 
0.4 


86.1 
86.1 
3.1 


65.6 
65.5 
170.3 
160.1 
45.9 
1.1 


6.8 
6.8 
66.4 
149.3 
197.9 
532.8 


8.8 
8.8 
17.9 
14.4 


441 5 


1063-62 




441 5 


1062-61 




410.9 


1061-60 




413.9 


1060-59 








279.1 


106*^58 








533.9 


i 


: 









WINDY POINT SHEET NO. 17 



1064 63 


1 18.6 




53.6 
53.5 
39.5 
0.8 


5.9 
6.0 
4.3 


88.5 
88.6 
24.6 


3.4 
3.4 
136.6 
80.9 
44.1 
19.9 


38.7 
60.4 
76.6 
77.8 


5.4 
5.4 
16.5 
4L8 


175, 4 


1063-62 

1062-61 


t 18.6 

1 29.1 


175. r 
280.3 


1061-60 


' 0.8 


184.7 


106a-59 


1 






120.7 


1059-.58 


1 










97.7 




1 













LITTLE GRASSY SHEET NO. 18 



1064-6:3 . . 


17.4 ' 
17.3 
5.3 
1 


7.7 
7.7 
20.1 
9.5 




79.9 
80.0 
62.6 
3.3 


126.4 
126.5 

Sfi.5 
7.5 


10.4 


4.5 
4.5 

136.8 
92.6 
87.2 
14.4 






246.3 


1063 62 


0.7 

0.4 

35.7 

25.7 


""3.3' 
3.2 


246.4 


1062-61 


315. 3 


1061-60 


116.5 


1060-59 




122.9 


1059-58 












40.1 




1 













BIG GRASSY SHEET NO. 19 



1064-63 


8.3 
8.2 
7.2 


11.7 
11.7 
13.5 
3.3 




68.6 
68.7 
41.2 
4.8 
4.4 


122.1 

* 122.0 

50.2 

4.8 


8.2 
8.3 
9.1 


5.0 
5.0 
15.9 
35.1 
18.7 
6.8 


10.9 
10.8 
20.4 
14.0 
24.3 
28.7 




234.8 


1063-62 


234.7 


1062-61 


166.5 


1061-60 


62.0 


1060-59 




47.4 


lOBO-58 












35.5 








1 









BIGSBY ISLAND SHEET NO. 20 



1064-63 




5.3 
5.3 




i:u.9 

131.9 

70.0 

L4 


134.8 
134.8 
39.9 


205.0 

206.0 

88.2 

4.5 


13.6 
13.6 
238.9 
153.6 
107.8 
47.4 


14.1 
14.1 
327.1 
388.0 
198.7 
256.1 


6.4 
6.4 
16.4 
4.3 
0.4 


511.1 


1063-62 




511.1 


1062-61 




780.5 


1061-60 








552. 7 


1060-50 








306.9 


1059-58 .... 














308.5 
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SURVEYED AREAS BETWEEN COhTTOURS 1056 AND l064-<Continued 
BY SHEETS-C<mtlnu«d 



Contour 



Culti- 
vated 
lAnd 



Grass 
Land 



Onkss 
Land 
with 
Scat- 
tered 
Poplar 



I 



DecM- 
oous 
Tr««e 



Mixed 
Decld- 
uona 
and 
Conif- 
erous 



Conif- 
eroos 
Swamp 



Wil- 
lows 
and 
.Bmah 



Open 
Marsh 
or Bog 



Sand 



Total 
Area 
Acres 



BI« ISLAND (EAST) SHEET NO. 21 



1064-63 .. 








53.9 
53.9 
14.8 
0.4 


67.1 

67.2 

19.5 

L5 


276.7 

275.6 

113.8 

1.5 


10.9 
10.9 
92.8 
53.2 
23.0 
14.8 


«.4 
15.5 
104.8 
8L4 
78.1 
69.8 


0.9 
0.9 

'"*2.'5' 


423.9 


1063-62 








424.0 


1062-61 ... 








345.7 


1061-60 








140.5 


1060-59 








101.1 


1059-^ 














84.6 



















BIG ISLAND (WEST) SHEET NO. 22 



1064-63 




5.8 
5.7 
19.6 
4.9 
0.1 




62.3 

62.4 

60.8 

4.3 


19.7 

19.6 

3.4 

1.3 


792.0 
792.1 
765.0 
52.1 
0.5 


7.3 

7.3 

80.8 

120.9 

25.1 

16.5 


4.7 
4.7 
138.8 
452.2 
266.6 
80.6 


8.3 

3.3 

37.3 

7.2 


895.1 


1063-62 




805.1 


1063-61 




1105.7 


1061-60 




642.0 


1060-59 




292.3 


1060-58 










97,1 



















HAY RIVER SHEET NO. 23 



1064-63 


i 6.8 




113.8 

113.8 

49.9 

8.8 


15.6 
15.7 
7.5 
0.4 


134. 8 

134.8 

66.9 

42.4 

3.2 


30.8 
30.8 
59.9 
129.3 
40.8 
3.9 






301.8 


l(W3-62 


6.8 






301.9 


1062-61 


1 26.7 






209.9 


1061-60 '." 


1 


123.8 
179.5 
37.9 




304.7 


1060-59 


1 




223.5 


lOSO-58 


1 








41.8 


• i i 













RICE BAY SHEET NO. 24 



1064-63 




6.9 




41.8 
4L7 
4&1 
11.6 

a4 


68.4 
68.6 
22.7 
6.1 


234.4 
234.4 
183.6 
38.6 
4.5 


13.4 
13.3 
5L7 
100.9 
7.2 
1.3 


4.9 




369.8 


1063-62 




6.9 
9.6 
2.1 




4.9 

46.6 

299.3 

234.9 

15.9 




369.7 


1062-61 * 




359.2 


1061-60 .... 




458.6 


1060-59 




247.0 


1059-58 








17.2 























FALCON RIVER SHEET NO. 25 



1064-63 




8.1 

8.1 

34.7 

7.0 




40.1 

40.1 
31.6 
3.7 
0.4 


58.0 

58.0 

29.7 

L5 


160.1 

160.2 

128.1 

8.0 


52.9 
52.9 
128.5 
108.7 
19.0 
LI 


372.5 
372.5 
242.3 
642.3 
146.0 
11.4 




601.7 


1063-62 




691.8 


1062-61 




594.9 


1061-60 




671.2 


1060-^ 




165.4 


1069-58 












12.5 



















The areas here given between the 1064 and 1063 contours and those between the 1063 and the 1062 con- 
tours, it will be observed, are equal. This results from the/act that these areas were not separately deter- 
mfaied, but were merely Interpolated from the total measured area between the 1062 and the 1004 contours 
as previously given. 
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SUMMARY OF SURNf^YED AREAS 

BETWEEN CX>NTOURS lOM AND 1064 
CANADA 



Sheet 


Culti- 
vated 
Land 


Gran 

liand 

Gram With 

Land , Scatr 

tered 

j Poplar 


Decld- 
uoas 
Trees 


Mixed 
Decid- 
uous 
and 
Conlf. 
erous 


Conlf. 

oroua 

Swamp 


Wil- 
lows 
and 
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SUMMARY OF MAPS 

MAPS COMPRISING ATLAS 

Index Map of Lake of the Woods Sheets— Southerly Shore, showing Sheets 1 to 25. 

Scale: 253446'"^ ™^*®* ^ ^ ^^^' 
Map showing Thangulation Control of Lake of the Woods and Shoal Lake Surveya 

Lake of the Woods Sheets— Southerly Shore, Series of twenty-five sheets. 

Scale: 24^=^*^ ^^^ ^ ^ ^^^^' 

Sheets Nos. 1-19 showing stirveys from the Northwest Angle Inlet to Big Grassy 
River. 



No. 1. Northwest Angle Sheet. 

No. 2. Buckete Island Sheet. 

No. 3. Oak Island Sheet. 

No. 4. Garden Island Sheet. 

No. 5. Driftwood to Stoney Sheet. 

No. 6. Stoney Greek Sheet. 

No. 7. Reed River Sheet. 

No. 8. Buffalo Point Sheet. 

No. 9. Elm Point Sheet. 

No. 10. Warroad Sheet. 



No. 11. Willow Creek Sheet. 
No. 12. Rocky Point Sheet. 
No. 13. Long Point ' to Zippel 

Sheet. 
No. 14. Zippel Sheet. 
No. 15. Four Mile Bay Sheet. 
No. 16. McGinnis Creek Sheet. 
No. 17. Windy Point Sheet. 
No. 18. Little Grassy River Sheet. 
No. 19. Big Grassy River Sheet. 



Sheets Nos. 20-22 showing surveys of portions of Bigsby and Big Islands. 

No. 20. Bigsby Island Sheet. I No. 22. Big Island Sheet (West). 

No. 21. Big Island Sheet (East). 1 
Sheets Nos. 23-25 showing areas surveyed around Shoal Lake. 

No. 23. Hay River Sheet. I No. 25. Falcon River Sheet. 

No. 24. Rice Bay Sheet. | 

» Rainy Lake Sheets, showing surveys of Portions of Shore of Rainy Lake in the vicinity 
of Rat Root River and Stanjikoming Bay. Series of four sheets. 

Scale: ^qqq =2000 feet to 1 inch. 

Sheets Nos. 1-4. 

No. 1. Rat Root River Sheet. I No. 3. Cranberry Bay Sheet. 

No. 2. Bkck Bay Sheet. | No. 4. Stanjikoming Bay Sheet. 

Key Map of the Lake of the Woods Reconnaissance Sheets— Northerly Shore. 

Scale: » 23 000 =5.1 miles to 1 inch. 

Lake of the Woods Reconnaissance Sheets— Northerly Shore. Sketches of Portions ot 
Northerly Shore from Shoal Lake to Big Grassy River. Series of three sheets. 

Scale: 24~00d^^^^ ^^^ ^ ^ ^^^' 
Sheets Nos. 1-d. 

No. 1. Sketches 1 to 75. { No. 3. Sketches 134 to 190.<% 

No. 2. Sketches 76 to 133. 1 . 
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46 BEPOBX OF CONSULTING ENGINEKBS 

Kettle Falla Sheeta, ahowing surveys of Lakes above Kettle Falls. Series of four 
sheets. 

Scale: ^g^^ =4000 feet to 1 inch. 

Sheets Nos. 1-4. 

No. 1. Kabetogama Lake Sheet. | No. 4. Little Vermilion Lake 
No. 2. Namakan Lake Sheet. Sheet. 

No. 3. Sand Point Lake Sheet. | 
Map showing surveys of Connecting Channels of Lakes above Kettle Falls. 
Plan showing Cross Sections of Overflow Channels between Kabetogama, Namakan 
and Rainy Lakes, also certain Sections in Channels at Kettle Falls. 
Scale: Vertical, 40 feet to 1 inch. Horizontal, 160 feet to 1 inch. 
Watershed Map of the Lake of the Woods, compiled mainly from maps of the Depart- 
ment of the Interior, Canada, and Map of the State of Minnesota, prepared (1912) by 
the United States Geological Survey. 

Scale: 500000"'^'^^ miles to 1 inch. 

KflNOR MAPS APPEARING is VOLUME OF PLATES 

PUt« 

Watershed of the Lake of the Woods showing Mean Annual Isohyetals 1 

Watershed of the Lake of the Woods showing Mean Annual Isotherms 2 

Watershed of the Lake of the Woods showing Mean Summer Isotherms 3 

Watershed of the Lake of the Woods showing Mean Winter Isotherms 4 

Watershed of the Lake of the Woods showing Forest Reserves 15 

Watershed of the Lake of the Woods showing Location of Logging Dams 126 

Watershed of the Lake of the Woods showing Forest Cover * 

Watershed of the Lake of the Woods showing Character of Soil * 

Key Plan of Outlets. Lake of the Woods 19 

Sketch Map of Winnipeg River from Keewatin to White Dog Rapids 20 

Map of Eastern Outlet of the Lake of the Woods 23 

Map of Western Outlet of the Lake of the Woods • . 25 

Key Map of Rainy Lake showing Location of Low Areas * 

Sketch Map. showing Location of Hydrographic Stations on Rainy River and 

Rainy Lake * 

Map of Pi thers Rapids, Rainy River 77 

Map of Koochiching Falls in State* of Nature 76- 

Map of Manitou Rapids, Rainy River 144 

Map of Long Sault Rapids, Rainy River 143 

* This Map appears in the Volume of Text. 
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LAKE OF THB WOODS INVESTiaATIOK 47 

CLASSIHCATION OF SURVEYED AREAS 

The notes and descriptions pertaining to culture classifications 
as set forth below have been prepared particularly with reference to 
the areas adjacent to the larger lakes embraced within the surveys, 
of the International Joint Commission only, and not to the main 
portions of the watershed. 

In order to preserve the identity of the various measurements as 
recorded by the planimeters, it has been necessary to tabulate the 
readings as actuaQy given by the instruments. It must not there- 
fore be inferred that the areas have been determined with the pre- 
cision that might be indicated by the decimals of acres given. 

CULTIVATED LAND 

Under the heading '^ Cultivated Land'' are listed all lands that 
were under cultivation at the time of the surveys, or that gave evi- 
dence of ever having been worked with the object of producing, in 
the past, any field crops. 

There were certain areas which appeared to have been broken 
by the plough at some prior time, and which with comparatively 
little trouble might again be brought under cultivation. Instances 
were observed where such land had not been tilled during recent 
years and where a small growth of brush, perhaps 3 or 4 feet in 
height, had sprung up. However, even all such areas have been 
included under the classification ''Cultivated Land." Illustrations 
of brush growth appearing upon abandoned arable land are found in 
the Northwest and Northeast quarters of Section 33, Township 163 
North, Range 36 West, Minnesota (Sheet No. 10). The larger part, 
over. 75 per cent, of all lands in this classification is included within 
the territory shown on Sheets Nos. 9, 10, 18 and 19. 

The total area under this classification below elevation 1064 is 
341.9 acres, of which 275.1 acres are in the United Statas, and 66.8 
acres in Canada. The total area below elevation 1062 is 84.6 acres, 
of which 72.0 acres are in the United States and 12.6 acres in Canada. 
Representative illustrations of cultivated land are found on Sheets 
No. 10 and No. 18, and shown on Plates E and I. 

GRASSLAND 

Under the classification '* Grass Land" is placed any land cleared 
of both timber and medium or heavy brush which affords no evidence 
of ever having been ploughed, and also those small open areas, found 
along streams, on which true wild hay may be cut. 

The classification, ** Grass Land" however, does not include 
land which, while cleared, was found to lie at an elevation low enough 
to permit the water to overflow it for periods sufficiently long to 
render the grass growth practically worthless for feeding purposes. 
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''Grass Land" for the most part, lies adjacent to the shores of creeks 
or streams. 

The principal growth on areas classified as ''Grass Land" con- 
sists of red top or blue joint. At the higher elevations there may be 
small areas of clover, but as compared with other grasses, the amount 
of clover is insignificant. 

The grasses growing upon what is here classified as ' ' Grass Land " 
must not be confused with the growths found upon land which we 
have classified as "Open Marsh or Bog." The growth upon the latter 
consists principally of wire grass and other marsh grasses. They are 
largely of aquatic character and have practically no value for feeding 
purposes. 

The character of the grasses f oimd upon any given area bordering 
the shore of the lake depends largely upon the prevailing lake stages. 

There are certain areas within the town of Warroad where there 
is good cleared land that might be regarded as arable land, inasmuch 
as it has undoubtedly been ploughed at some time and might, with- 
out much trouble, be again brought under cultivation. Since, how- 
ever, it is situated within the limits of Warroad, it does not appear 
desirable to classify it as ordinary cultivated land. On account of 
its location, it would more fittingly be regarded as town real estate. 
On the maps showing the surveys of Lake of the Woods these areas 
in Warroad are represented by grass symbols. These particular 
areas, therefore, if separately considered, have a different status from 
''Grass Land" in general. The acreage, however, of such grass land 
in the town of Warroad is quite small, being under 70 acres. It all 
lies above elevation 1061; 80 per cent of it is above elevation 1062 
and 75 per cent above elevation 1064. 

In those places where "Grass Land" and "Open Marsh or Bog" 
adjoin with no readily distinguishable line of demarcation, the 1061 
contour, for the purpose of measurement and classification, has con- 
ventionally been adopted as the dividing line between the two 
growths. There are instances, as, for example, on Falcon and Hay 
Rivers, streams tributary to Shoal Lake, where, along the upper 
reaches, "Open Marsh or Bog" occurs even above the 1064 contour. 
Obviously in such instances it is not practicable to r^ard any con- 
tour as a conventional dividing line. 

The major portion — over 55 per cent — of all lands classified as 
"Grass Land" is included within the territory shown on Sheets Nos. 
9, 10, 14 and 16. 

The total area under this classification below elevation 1064 is 
1759.6 acres, of which 746.7 acres are in Canada, and 1012.9 acres in 
the United States. The total area below elevation 1062 is 1156.8 
acres, of which 407.5 acres are in Canada, and 749.3 acres are in the 
United States. A small area of "Grass Land" is shown on Plate I 
along the creek flowing into Rice Bay. 
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PLATEII 



A South Shore Wheat Field— August 18. 1913 



Rice Bay on Shoal Lake-Open Marsh Along Creek and Wild Rice in Lake 



Wild Rice in Snake Lake Near Falcon River 
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GRASS LAND WITH SCATTERED POPLAR 

The area under this classification occurs only on Sheets No. 15 
and No. 16 and amounts, in all, to 772.4 acres. The area is ordinary 
grassland so covered with small scattered poplar that it is impossible 
to designate it either as purely ''Grass Land'' or as ''Deciduous 
Trees." 

DECIDUOUS TREES 

Under the olassification "Deciduous Trees" are placed poplar, 
birch, ehn, ash and oak. This, approximately, is the order of the 
combined extent and value of this group, of which poplar is the most 
prevalent. On the drier arable land, poplar, birch and elm are 
found, and ash on the swampy groimd. Scrub oak, usually subsist- 
ing on rocky soil, is the only variety of this tree found within the 
areas covered by the surveys. Poplar was found ranging in size 
from small second growth to 12 inches, with an average of about 
6 inches; birch were found as large as 15 inches and elm up to 20 inches 
in diameter. The ash trees are usually small, the larger size being 
from 6 to 8 inches in diameter. 

It may be perceived from the maps that parcels of land falling 
within this classification prevail to a lai^e extent over the territory 
included within the surveys. Representative examples of deciduous 
trees are found on Sheets No. 12 and No. 20, and shown in the upper 
picture of Plate K. 

The total area under this classification below elevation 1064 is 
8360.5 acres; of which 4800.2 acres are in the United States, and 
3560.3 acres in Canada. The total area below elevation 1062 is 2435.4 
acres, of which 1545.3 acres are in the United States and 890.1 acres 
in Canada. 

MIXED DECIDUOUS AND CONIFEROUS 

Under the classification "Mixed'' trees are placed the deciduous 
trees just referred to when found associated and intermuigled with the 
coniferous, namely, spruce, balsam, cedar or pine and occasionally 
tamarack. Areas classified under "Mixed Deciduous and Conifer- 
ous, " so far as tree growth is concerned, are, generally, productive of 
trees of fairly large size. 

Over 55 per cent of all lands classified as "Mixed Deciduous and 
Coniferous" is included within the territory shown on Sheets Nos. 6, 
7, 18, 19, 20, and 24. Representative examples may be found on 
She^t No. 18 and No. 19. 

The total area imder this classification below elevation 1064 is 
2570.3 acres, of which 404.8 acres are in the United States, and 2165.5 
acres in Canada. The total area below elevation 1062 is 510.4 acres, 
of which 115.3 acres are in the United States and 395.1 acres in 
Canada. 
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CONIFEROUS SWAMP 

A large amount of the land included in the International Joint 
C!ommission surveys is classified under "Coniferous Swamp." Such 
land has upon it growths of the smaller tamaraok^ spruce, balsam or 
cedar. Generally speaking the growth on these swamps, except in 
instances where poles, fence posts, and some railroad ties may profita- 
bly be marketed, is not commercially valuable. The tamarack and 
spruce, except in isolated instances, are quite small, averaging about 
6 or 7 inches in diameter. 

The general swamp floor consists of the usual well known hum- 
mocky mossy growth. 

Over 55 per cent of all lands classified as '^ Coniferous Swamp" is 
included witldn the territory shown on Sheets Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, 21, and 
22 and representative examples may be found on Sheets No. 5 and 
No. 22. A typical coniferous swamp is shown on Plate J. 

The total area under this classification below elevation 1064 is 

13,955.7 acres, of which 8528.5 acres are in Canada and 5427.2 apres 

in the United States. The total area below elevation 1062 is 3747.2 

acres, of which 2131.8 acres are in Canada and 1615.4 acres in the 

United States. 

wilijows and brush 

The willow growths met with are chiefly of two kinds; namely, 
the large '^Diamond willow," and the small *'Red willow." 

Diamond willows grow in bunches or clumps, attaining a height 
as great as 12 or more feet. Each bunch is usually made up of from, 
say, 6 to 12 separate stocks, each about 2i inches in diameter. The 
willows are not found growing on bog which is actually floating. 
They require soil that has some substance, although it requires to be 
swampy or at least well saturated with moisture. This requirement 
of soil explains why these willows are usually found along the outer 
edge of the tree line, and often extend out as far as the conmience- 
ment of the floating bog. Willows are sometimes found dead but still 
standing in several feet of water well out towards the lake. This is 
probably accounted for by the fact that the roots of the willows had 
penetrated into soil which was firm enough to prevent the tree float- 
ing to the surface under the uifluences exerted by increased stage of 
water. Where willows have been thus encroached upon by deep 
water for any considerable time, as for .example, for a season or two, 
they have died. Dead willows are found not only at the edge of the 
deeper water out towards the lake, but also where they had been 
growing on gradually sloping bottom, along what might be termed 
the *'line of the willows proper." 

Alder brush, which has been included under this classification, 
possesses much the same characteristics as the diamond willows; 
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PLATE J 



Typical Shoreline at Edge of Coniferous Swamp or Muskeq Near 
Driftwood Point 



Driftwood Around Settler's Cabin Near Mouth of Rainy River 
Lake of The Woods 



Typical Settler's Cabin Near Willow Creek— Lake of The Woods 
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PLATE K 



Heavy Stand of Deciduous Trees and Survey Camp -Buffalo Point. 
Lake of The Woods 



Heavy Stand of Norway Pine on Rocky Shore of lake Kabetoqama 



Typical Rocky Shore on Norfherly Porfion of Rainy Lake 
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PLATE L 



Cut Over. Burnt Over and Wind-Blown Shore -Birch Lake. Minn. 



Pine Growing in Scant Soil— Blown Over Where Exposed 
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the principal difference perhaps being that the former is found on 
somewhat drier ground, and its growth is more dense. Alder brush 
is found growing along the low groimd bordering small creeks or 
draws, and is frequently found interspersed with both the diamond 
and the red willow. 

Red willows are smaller than diamond willows. The height to 
which they generally attain is not more than about 5 feet. They do 
not grow in water nor in clumps like the diamond willow. Probably 
the greater portion of the red willow growth embraced within the 
survejrs is on land partaking more of the nature of the cranberry 
muskeg. A good illustration of red willow growth is found on 
Bigsby Island about 6400 feet due east of the lighthouse. 

Oyer 55 per cent of all lands classified as '^ Willows and Brush" 
is included within the territory shown on Sheets Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 
12, 16 and 20. Representative examples may be found on Sheet No. 
7 and No. 20. Willow brush is also shown in picture No. 5 on Plate 
O and in the lower picture on Plate M. 

The total area under this classification below elevation 1064 is 
8996.4 acres, of which 5177.2 acres are in Canada and 3819.2 acres in 
United States. The total area below elevation 1062 is 8071.8 acres, 
of which 4556.2 acres are in Canada and 3515.6 acres in the United 
States. 

OPEN MARSH OR BOG 

The classification *'Open Marsh or Bog" includes principally 
those areas, free of trees or brush, consisting of marshy or to a 
certain extent submerged lands lying along the lake shore between 
the outside line of trees or willows and the shoreline — conventional 
or otherwise — as shown on our maps. 

Areas classified imder "Open Marsh or Bog" manifest different 
physical conditions at their outer, or lakeward edge, from what they 
do on their landward, or inner edge. On the inner and higher portion 
of the ''Open Marsh or Bog," as foimd during the survey, between 
about elevation 1060 and the tree line, we have, generally speaking, 
the ''Open Marsh," the sod of which is anchored by roots to a com- 
paratively firm subsoil. Between the 1060 contour and the lake, 
however, the land gradually becomes softer and more spongy, so that 
between the 10^9 contour and the lake shore the greater portion 
usually becomes what may be styled " Floating Bog, " the character of 
which is described below. Above the 1060 contour the ground, with 
the exception of a few minor areas, is firm. Below the 1059 con- 
tour it is safe to say that almost all the area is of the spongy or of 
the floating type. In the expression "Open Marsh or Bog" the word 
"Bog" really represents, as far as our classification is concemedi 
both spongy and floating bog. 

98896—17 6 
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The following brief statement will serve to illustrate the character 
of some of this *'Open Marsh or Bog/' and how it behaves under wave 
action. 

When the water surface of a lake is raised some of the sod of the 
original ground surface becomes loosened, breaks away from the 
firmer soil beneath, and floats to the surface of the water. During 
the first few years this floating mass is probably not very tough or 
strong: but as time goes on, and as the grass gi-owth becomes heavier 
and its roots stronger and more firmly intorwovou, tho sod as a mass 
also becomes tougher and firmer. It may be 6 inclies to a foot or more 
in thickness and varies greatly in toughness. At places a heavy man 
may walk over it, while in other parts a man of even light weight 
cannot walk without breaking through. 

The bog is frequently underlaid by a soft black ooze or muck, to 
a depth, in places, of as much as 6 feet. This muck may have a con- 
sistency varying all the way from muddy water to that of ordinary 
mud. In most places there is a firm subsoil at a depth of from 2 to 6 
feet, but occasionally no marked subsoil is encountered even at a 
depth of 6 feet or more below the surface. It has been noticed, how- 
ever, that the ooze or muck usually increases in firmness with depth, 
and at a depth of 6 feet a rod could not be pushed down further into 
the muck without exerting considerable pressure. 

Peat bogs, similar to those found around the Lake of the Woods, 
are erf common occurrence in other parts of northern Miimesota. At 
a place near Bemidji, Minnesota, for example, one of our engineers, 
in making borings for a bridge foundation some years previoas, found 
about 16 feet of black muck overlying a stratum of sand. 

In places this ooze or muck works out into the lake, and is again 
washed in by wave action and covers up, or washes out growth, such 
as marsh grass, or wire grass, which might otherwise get a foothold. 
Areas illustrative of the open marsh or bog whicli abound along the 
southerly shore may be found, for example, along the shore two miles 
either east or west from Mr. Lamlby's farm, which is located about 
five miles southeast of Warroad in Section 1, Township 162 N., R. 
36 W. A typical portion of this bog is shown on Plate H. 

Processes of Nature which have resulted in the formation of 
portions of the shores of the Lake of the Woods are, b{ course, similar 
to those which are found operating on many other bodice of water. 
Aroimd the borders of many of the rock-bound lakes, sucli as are found 
in the rocky formations of northern Miimesota and northwestern 
Ontario, there are to be found numbers of large and small isolated 
areas of open marsh or floating bog. The process by which some 
portions of such shores have been. formed may be suggestively men- 
tioned: 

By erosion of material adjacent to the inner portion of baj^s and 
coves there becomes deposited over such areas suflBcient soil to 
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PLATE M 



HiQH Sandy Shore-Buffalo Point 



Open Marsh or Boo— Near Reed River 



Marsh With Scattered Brush— Near stoney Point 
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enable a growth, chiefly of aquatic vegetation, to commence. After 
this growth has become established, and as it approaches deeper water, 
such plants as the sphagnum moss continue to grow above and die 
from beneath with only partial decay. Such material as does decay 
settles in the water and eventually reposes upon the bottom of the 
lake, or extends around portions of the lake as a floating fringe. 
When this raft of aquatic vegetation becomes sufficiently dense and 
firm, the sedges, small willows and aquatic shrubs obtain a hold. At 
later periods on some of these areas the tamarack appears. It not 
infrequently happens that large areas of floating heathy bog break 
away and drift about the lake impelled by the wind. Numbers of 
instances are on record where large fields of marsh or swamp grass 
have broken loose and drifted so os to become a menace to bridges, 
dams, nets, etc., or to cause trouble in other ways. Typical illustra- 
tions of floating bog are shown on Plate F. 

There are many places along the southerly shore where the 
"Open Marsh or Bog" area between the 1069 and 1061 contours is 
more of the open marsh and less of the floating bog type. The 
growth over these open marsh areas is usually sedge rather than wire 
grass because the latter grows to better advantage where the bog is 
floating. 

Although there are some places where bulrush or cat-tail growths 
occur on floating bog, yet as a rule those growths are found springing 
from comparatively firm ground which may be covered by water up 
to a depth of two or more feet. Those gi'owths coastitute a kind of 
transition Unk between water reeds proper, which may grow in 6 
feet or more of water, and those plants which grow only on the drier 
ground. 

The aquatic growths as they die may be found passing through 
various stages of decomposition towards the formation of peaty 
bogs. In the more northerly climates the breakdown and decompo- 
sition of vegetable fibre is usually a comparatively slow process. 
Numerous samples of such areas examined around the shores show 
that the Lake of the Woods in this respect is no exception. The 
growth on the *' Floating Bog" comprises *'wire" grass,* and other 
marsh grasses, bulrushes, cat-tails or cranberry bushes. 

A good illustration of purely floating bog is found on Sheet 8, 
where there is an area of some 1800 acres lying between contours 
1059 and 1061. The greater part of the ''Open Marsh or Bog" in 
this vicinity, Sheet 8, is of the floating typo, extending inland even 
to the 1064 contour. Conditions here would be changed but Uttle 

*Wlr6 grass and other marsh grasses, In certain localities, are harvasted by some manufacturing 
companies for use in the manufacture of mats, carpets, etc. Reproj-eatative instances of where this 
growth occurs are (ound on Sheet 8, Sections 1, 12. 13, 14, 23 and 24 of Township 1, Range 16 E., Mani- 
toba, and Sections 7, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 29 of Township 1, Range 17 R., Uanitoba. Rxtenalve areas are 
also found on Sheets 9, 10, 11. 16 and 25. 
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even if the lake stage were dropped a few feet lower. The growth 
over this area is practically all wire grass. 

' In order to present some comparison of the relative amounts of 
floating bog and open marsh, it may be stated that for Sheets Noe. 9 
to 15 out of a total ''Open Marsh or Bog" area of 7425.5 acres about 
30 per cent of the area is open marsh and about 70 per cent floating 
bog. 

There are large areas, as for example, on Sheet No. 8 in the 
vicinity of Buffalo Bay, where up to about contour 1061 it is probable 
that this part of **Open Marsh or Bog" area was never anything 
different in character from what it is today, and could in no sense 
whatever be regarded as land which might be brought under culti- 
vation even if the level of the lake were lowered a few feet. On the 
other hand, however, if one considers portions of the "Open Marsh 
or Bog" to the south of Warroad, some of the shore land in this 
locality, other conditions being favorable, has been demonstrated by 
the growing of crops to be capable of cultivation. 

In addition to the areas above described, there are certain low 
areas, with distinctive characteristics, situated well back from the 
lake and known as ** cranberry muskog." The strata under such 
areas, although of much the same nature, are usually considerably 
firmer than those which exist beneath the floating bog; that is to 
say, there is manifested the firmer substratum of grass root, and 
then a shallow stratum of muck, which shades gradually into sand, 
or sometimes clay. Over these cranberry muskegs there is no pro- 
nounced grass growth. The surface consists of mossy hummocks 
presenting a rough and uneven appearance. The moss may be, say, 
6 to 12 inches in thickness, but just below it, the surface roots and 
runners are so interwoven as to offer, between the hummocks, fairly 
good support. 

Springing from this moss is a growth of small and scattered 
brush, usually from 2 feet to 4 feet or more in height. Sometimes 
there is a light growth of rod willows, and frequently, also, areas of 
small scattered tamarack or spruce; but the chief characteristic 
growth is the low cranberry bush from which this class of muskeg 
derives its name. 

Typical cranberry muskeg may be foimd on Sheet 22, Section 3, 
Township 2, Range 21 E., and on Sheet 21 in the southern part of Sec- 
tions 11 and 12, Township 2, Range 21 E. It has all been classified 
as *'Open Marsh or Bog." The total area of cranberry muskeg is 
probably under 1000 acres. 

Portions of the area classified as ''Open Marsh or Bog," very 
probably owe some of their present characteristics to the fact that 
the level of the Lake of the Woods has, during recent years, been at 
higher stages for longer periods than was formerly the case. 
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Waves Breaking Upon Pine Island 



This Settler's Garden Plot Offered Scant Resistance to the Breakers 
During Storm in 1914 
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Remains of a Portion of Oak Point-Lake of The Woods-1914 
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The clasaiiGication ''Open Marsh or Bog'^ cannot as a whole be 
regarded as consisting of areas suitable for agricultural purposes. 
However, it may be stated that in the course of ou)* surveys some 
areas at about contour 1061, were located where the conditions of 
drainage, mode of cultivation, etc., were favorable for the produc- 
tion of certain crops, and where crops had even been grown; but these 
areas are exceptional and cannot in any sense be regarded as repre- 
sentative of the character of the great proportion of the areas com- 
prised imder the classification of "Open Marsh or Bog." Which 
of the various areas comprised within the classification ''Open 
Marsh or Bog" possess agricultural properties would have to be 
specially ascertained. 

Over 50 per cent of all lands classified as "Open Marsh or Bog" 
is included within the territory' shown on Sheets Nos. 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 
and 26. For representative examples see Sheets No. 8 and No. 11. 

The total area imder this classification of "Open Marsh or Bog," 
below elevation 1064, is 28,941.9 acres; of which 10,413.1 acres are 
in the United States, and 18,528.8 acres in Canada. The total area 
below elevation 1062 is 26,501.7 acres; of which 10,380.7 acres are 
in the United States and 16,121.0 acres in Canada. 

SAND 

On most of the sheets are areas which have been designated as 
"Sand," and almost invariably they occur either on the bars thrown 
up by the water along the shore, or else on low lying sand islands. 
It everywhere consists of the ordinary yellow beach sand and the 
only vegetation which springs from it is made up of a few coarse 
weeds, sparse and worthless grass, or small scattering brush. 

Over 50 per cent of all areas classified as "Sand" is included 
within the territory shown on Sheets Nos. 5, 12, 15, 16, 17 and 22. 
Representative examples maybe found on Sheets No. 12 and No. 17. 

The total area under this classification below elevation 1064 is 
529.1 acres, of which 278.4 acres are in the United States, and 250.7 
acres in Canada. The total area below elevation 1062 is 384.5 acres, 
of which 203.6 acres are in the United States and 180.9 acres in 
Canada. 

WATER 

The classification "Water" apphes to all those instances where 
the 1054 contour Ues outside the shoreline appearing on the maps of 
the International Joint Commission surveys, and includes all the 
area lying between the shoreline and the line marked by that contour. 
The classification therefore may include areas in inland lakes and 
ponds. Extensive water areas are foimd on every sheet. 

The position of the shoreUne as located by the United States 
General Jjmd Office Surveys betw^» 1895 aud 1904 is found to lie, 
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in most places, well outside the shoreline as determined by the Inter- 
national Joint Commission surveys in 1913 and 1914. This may be 
explained partly by the fact that erosion has occurred along the 
lake shore since the time of the Land Survey. A considerable area, 
consequently, which would formerly have come under the classifica- 
tion of land has been transformed into a water area. 

REEDS 

The expression "reeds'* reprasents various aquatic growths such 
as those rushes and grasses which arc found growing in a considerable 
depth of water along the shores of lakes similar to the Lake of the 
Woods. 

In general, reeds mark the outer limit of plant growths which 
rise above the surface of the water. On the maps of our surveys it 
will be seen that in all cases the reeds lie outside the shoreline even 
where this Une may be regarded as somewhat conventionalized. In 
those places where a conventional shorehne has been shown on the 
map as, for example, fa portions of the Northwest Angle Inlet, the 
reed growth in the lake merges gradually into marsh grass as the 
water becomes shallower and there is no sharp line of demarcation 
between the two growths. 

The area covered by reeds has been regarded in the clavSsification 
of areas as though it were " water '* lying outside the shoreline. The 
various reedy growths included under the term ''reeds*' as shown on 
the maps consist chiefly of the following: 

A. Reeds with a single, long, hollow stem, often so widely 

scattered that a boat may pass freely through them. 

B. Reeds with a single hollow stem and a pair of opposite 

long drooping leaves, frequently growing quite dense, 
and presenting an appearance resembling a very large 
variety of grass. 

C. Wild Rice, (See Plate I) usually found in small lakes or 

in the arms of larger lakes. W^licro the watoris of a fairly 

uniform depth of about from 4 to. 7 feet it occurs in 

quite extensive areas. Dr. Geo. M. Dawson, Geologist 

and Botanist to the British North America Boundary 

Commission, commenting on physical conditions on 

the Lake of the Woods as found by him in the years 

1873 and 1874, respecting Wild or Indian Rice, says: 

"The wild, or Indian rice, does not occur abundantly in the southern part of 

the lake, so far ae I have seen, but must grow luxuriantly in some parta of the northern 

division, and especially in Lac Plat,* where the Indians collect large quantities of the 

seed in autumn, for winter use. The plant appears to thrive best where growing up 

through several feet of water in sheltered lagoons and inlets, and certain areas formerly 

noted for ite production have of late years, from the higher level of the water, become 

unproductive * * *.*' 

* Now kQown as Sboal lAke. 
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D. Bulrushes, usually found in comparatively shallow water, 

and which frequently merge into areas covered with 

the various marsh grasses. 

Reeds of Classes B and C constitute the chief reed growth in rivers 

and streams and are mainly found growing between the banks and 

the edge of the deeper channel. A good example of the occurrence of 

reeds. of Class B may be found at the mouth of the Rainy River. 

In sheltered places on the lakes and streams there was frequently 
foimd a growth which is a water weed rather than a reed. It is an 
annual growth, fottnd usually in less than ten feet of water, which 
rises femlike from the bottom until it forms a mat floating at the 
surface of the water. It is found over considerable areas, but it is 
not included in the reed areas on the maps. 

ROCK 

The area classified as "Rock" is of no importance, the total for 
the 25 sheets amounting to only 36.5 acres. AU of this lies below the 
1064 contour, and more than 50 per cent of it is found on Sheet No. 24. 

The classification is made up chiefly of narrow, barren stretches 
along high shorelines, where the surveys were made more for the sake 
of securing continuity of shoreline than for any importance attach- 
ing to the areas involved. The area comprises abo a number of 
small low lying rock islands having the characteristics of reefs such 
as are found on Sheets Nos. 1 to 4 and Nos. 16 to 25. 
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METEOROLOCaCAL DATA PERTAINING TO THE LAKE OF 
THE WOODS WATERSHED 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

In the interpretation of hydrological data, and in the study of 
hydraulic problems on all watersheds, particularly on those for which 
stream flow records are meager, or extend over a comparatively 
short period of years, meteorological data are of fundamental impor- 
tance. The runoflF from every watershed is the direct result of pre- 
cipitation. The distribution of that runoff, throughout the year, 
depends primarily upon the prevailing temperatures and their rela- 
tion to the character and distribution of the rainfall. 

The runoff from most portions of the Lake of the Woods water- 
shed, as manifested by the flow of streams, was not measured until 
recent years. On the other hand, meteorological phenomena have 
been observed at a number of stations on the watershed for a con- 
siderable period of time. 

Of the rain and snow which falls upon any given drainage basin, 
a portion is again evaporated from the land and water surfaces; 
another portion is taken up by the roots of plants, serving as a vehi- 
cle for the transportation of required mineral substances to the leaves, 
and is again transpired into the air as vapor; most of the remaining 
portion of the precipitation runs off over the surface into the streams, 
or sinks into the ground to reappear in the lakes and rivers as seep- 
fkge flow. Bjiowing the rainfall, the temperature, the principal phys- 
ical characteristics of a watershed, and the more important of the 
laws that govern evaporation and transpiration, it is possible to com- 
pute, with reasonable accuracy, the portion of the rainfall which is 
lost through the processes of evaporation and transpiration, and 
thus to secure a reasonably accurate value for the residual rainfall 
which is left over, and which appears in the streams as "runoff." 
Such values may then be used for the purpose of supplementing and 
verifying other hydrographic data. 

Inasmuch as temperature and precipitation records are basic 
data in the present investigation, these records for all meteorological 
stations on or near the Lake of the Woods watershed, at which obser- 
vations have been taken since 1885, have been collected, and are 
arranged by years and months in Tables 1 and 2. 

Meteorological data for stations in the United States, previous 
to 1891, were collected by the Signal Service Bureau of the War 
DepfU'tment. During this period there were three classes of stations; 
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first, regular stations; second, stations at military post hospitals; 
and third, volunteer stations, corresponding to the present co-K)pera- 
tive Weather Bureau stations. 

During the early years, Duluth and St. Vincent ranked as sta- 
tions of the first class. Pembina, or Fort Pembina, as it was known 
at that time, was a military post hospital. 

Since 1891, Moorhead and Duluth have been maintained as reg- 
ular Weather Bureau stations, where complete records are kept of 
all ordinary meteorological phenomena. All other stations in or 
near the United States portion of the Lake of the Woods watershed 
for which data are here given, have been maintained as co-operative 
stations, the observer receiving no compensation besides certain pub- 
hcations of the Weather Biu*eau. He records only precipitation, 
temperature, and the general state of the weather. 

The snowfaH at most co-operative-observer stations is reduced 
to its equivalent in rain by dividing by ten. At regular Weather 
Bureau stations the snow is usually melted, so that more accurate 
values of winter precipitation are, on the whole, obtained at these 
latter stations. 

Meteorological data for stations in Canada are coUected by the 
Meteorological Service of the Department of Marine and Fisheries, 
Canada, with its head ofiice at Toronto, Ontario. 

The classification of stations which has obtained in this Office 
is as follows: 

Chief Stations, where all ordinary obsorvations are taken day and night at equal 
intervals of time not exceeding four hours. 

Telegraph Reporting Stations, where all ordinary ob8er\ationB are taken at 8 
a. m., 2 p. m., and 8 p. m., 75th Meridian time. 

Ordinary Stations of the First Class, where all the ordinary obsenations are 
taken three times daily at certain local times. 

Ordinary Stations of the Second Class, where observations of temperature, rain- 
fall and snowfall, direction and velocity of the wind, and the state of the weather 
are taken two or three times daily at regular hours. 

Ordinary Stations of the Third Class, where records are kept of the fall of the 
rain and snow, and general state of the weather. 

Of the Canadian stations for which data are here presented, 
Winnipeg ranks as a Chief Station, Port Arthur as a Telegraph 
Reporting Station, and the others rank as stations of the First Class, 
except Barclay, which was a station of the Third Class until 1888. 

At most of the stations of the Second Class the ohservers ren- 
der their services without compensation. Since May, 1913, meteoro- 
logical observations have also been made by the Manitoba Hydro- 
graphic Survey at Keewatin, Ontario. 

All records of snowfall taken at stations of the Canadian Meteoro- 
logical Service which have been used in this report^ were reduced to 
their equivalent in rain by dividinglby ten. 
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On the basis of certain physical characteristics^ the Lake of the 
Woods watershed may be conveniently divided into three sections, 
viz., the Upper Rainy Watershed— being the portion above Interna- 
tional Falls and Fort Frances; the Lower Rainy Watershed — being 
the portion below International Falls and above the mouth of Rainy 
River; and the watershed of the Lake of the Woods Proper — being 
the portion wliich, excepting the Rainy River, drains directly into 
the Lake of the Woods above its outlets at Eo^watin and Kenora. 

In general, the Upper Rainy watershed and the watershed of the 
Lake of the Woods Proper, possess very similar characteristics, — 
the underlying Laurentian rock formation outcropping frequently, 
the soil cover being scant, lakes and ponds numerous, and the timber 
growth, on the whole, rather sparse. The Lower Rainy watershed 
is more heavily forested and generally rather flat and swampy, much 
of the land requiring drainage before it will be suitable for agricultural 
purposes. 

The area of the Upper Rainy watershed is 14,500 square miles; 
that of the Lower Rainy watershed is 6,350 square miles; and that of 
the watershed of the Lake of the Woods Proper is 5,900 square miles, 
making a total area above the outlets of the Lake at Keewatin and 
Kenora of 26,750 square miles. The mean annual rainfall on these 
watershed subdivisions, based on observations extending from 1885 
to 1913, is 24.99, 24.47, and 22.16 inches respectively; and the mean 
aimual temperature is 34.9, 36.5, and 34.8 degrees respectively. 

It may here be rcjnarked, that the period dating from 1885 
was used, mainly, because meteorological data previous to that date 
are very meager, and because some of the testimony taken during 
the Preliminary Hearings referred to rainfall and lake stages as far 
back as the years 1885 and 1886. 

In view of the fact that differences of elevation in the drainage 
area tributary to the Lake of the Woods are comparatively small, the 
influence exerted on the precipitation by these differences is believed 
to be relatively unimportant, except perhaps, in the extreme south- 
eastern portion, where a change of about 1 ,000 feet in elevation occurs 
in a distance of about 20 miles. It is also probable that the large 
expanse- of open water of Lake Superior wiD exert some influence on 
the character of the early winter precipitation at such stations as 
Duluth, Two Harbors, and Port Arthiu*. 

PRECIPITATION 

Relative to the length of time required to secure a true mean 
rainfall record. Sir Alexander R. Binnie* has stated that the mean 
derived from 35 years of good records will probably differ by 2 per 

* Proceedings InstHutlon of Civil Engineers, Vol. CIX (1892) pp. 89^172. 
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cent from the true mean for a long period of years; the mean of 20 
years' records will probably vary 3.25 per cent from the true mean; 
the 15 year mean 4.75 per cent; the 10 year mean 8.25 per cent; 
and the 5 year mean will probably differ by 15 per cent from the true 
mean. 

Mr. Alfred J. Henry in his "Rainfall of the United States'',* 
writes that the average variation of a 25 year mean is about 5 per 
cent, and of a 40 year mean about 3 per cent from the true mean. 
In the same report Mr. Henry also discusses the effect of the location 
and elevation of rain gauges upon the catch of the gauge. 

In this connection it is interesting to note, for example, that the 
mean precipitation at Duluth, Minnesota, from 1871 to 1913, is 
29.42 inches, while the mean from 1885 to 1913 is 27.21 inches,— 
a variation of the 29 year mean from the 43 year mean of minus 2.21 
inches, or minus 7.5 per cent. The mean precipitation at Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, from 1873 to 1913 is 21.41 inches, while the mean from 
1885 to 1913 is 20.17 inches, — a variation of the 29 year mean from 
the 41 year mean of minus 1.24 inches, or minus 5.9 per cent. The 
mean precipitation at Pembina, North Dakota, from 1872 to 1913 
is 19.36 inches, while the mean from 1885 to 1913 is 18.87 inches, — 
a variation of the 29 year mean from the 40 year mean of minus .49 
inches, or minus 2.5 per cent. 

Reliable precipitation records for Winnipeg are available from 
1873 to date; for Port Arthur from 1878 to date; for Winnibigoshish 
and Pokegama Falls from 1888 to date; for Savanne from 1886 to 
1905; and for Hallock from 1900 to date. Records are available for 
Mount Iron from 1894 to 1910, but seem to give a considerably larger 
precipitation than the neighboring stations, and so are not given full 
weight. For instance, the record of 1896 gives the annual precipita- 
tion for Mount Iron. as 39.47, while Tower nearby has 29.50 inches, 
and the maximum recorded for any other station was 32.96 inches at 
Winnibigoshish. During the years 1895 and 1905, the Moimt Iron 
records of 36.10 inches and 42.83 inches respectively, arc very much 
higher than those for any other neighboring station. During 1903 
and 1904, the excess of recorded precipitation at Mount Iron over 
that at neighboring stations is perhaps due to the recording of an 
excessive amount of snowfall as rainfall, on the assumption that 
10 inches of snow equals 1 inch of rain. For these reasons the Mount 
Iron records are not given the weight which the length of the period 
of observation would otherwise warrant. 

Records of precipitation at International Falls are available for 
scattered periods from 1892 to date, with only two complete yearly 
records up to 1909, since which time continuous records are available 

• Report of tbe ChM of tb« Weatbcr Buroftn, 1896-7. Page 317. 
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at this station. For the years 1911, 1912, and 1913, a comparison 
of the precipitation records for International Falls and Little Fork 
gives an average of 25.46 and 20.34 inches respectively. This 
indicates either local storms, or discrepancies in measurement of 
precipitation. On account of this fact, and the short and irregular 
record, the International Falls station is not given full weight. 

Regarding the Canadian stations it should be noted that Win- 
nipeg is a ^^Chief Station" and Port Arthur is a ^'Telegraph Station," 
as previously stated, and records from these should therefore be 
reliable. The location of Savanne makes it a station of considerable 
value in estimating the precipitation on the Upper Rainy water- 
shed. The Savanne records are considered reliable by the Meteoro- 
logical Service.* 

It is very probable that some error is involved in the measure- 
ment of winter precipitation when it occurs as snow. Where the 
snow is not melted, a ratio of 1 inch of water to 10 inches of snow 
is almost universally used in both the United States and Canada. 
Actual measiu'ements, however, show that this ratio varies from 1 
inch of water for 6 or 7 inches of heavy snow, to 1 inch of water for 
15 or 20 and occasionally even 30 inches of light snow. ^ the depth 
of snowfall is necessarily measured at a place reasonably convenient 
for the observer, it may bo influenced by drifting. The same weight 
cannot, in general, be given to precipitation records from voluntary 
observer stations where the winter snowfall is reduced to its equiva- 
lent rainfall by dividing by 10, as can be given to the records from 
stations where the depili of snowfall is carefully measiu'ed and the 
snow melted. When discrepancies are apparent in winter values of 
precipitation, these may often be traced to discrepancies in the con- 
stant used for reducing snowfall to rainfall. 

Plate 1 shows lines of equal rainfall, or isohyetals, for the Lake 
of the Woods watershed. In constructing these curves, the period 
1885 to 1913 was taken as the basis, and conventionalized lines of 
equal mean annual precipitation drawn in such manner as was war- 
ranted by the data at hand. Most of these data are summarised in 
Tables 1 and 2. More complete records may show local variations which 
are not brought out by the incomplete data at hand, but the curves 
are believed to be substantially correct, subject to changes, of course, 
when longer records are available at a greater number of stations. 
A number of stations in Minnesota and North Dakota, the full rec- 
ords for which are not published in this report, were used to help 
jBx the lines of equal precipitation at the southern and western 
boimdaries of the watershed. Where stations with from eight to 
twenty-five years' records were used in locating lines of equal pre- 



^ Annuta Boport, 1890, pftge x^U|. 
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cipitatioii; these records were reduced to an equivalent long term 
record by comparison with a neighboring long term station for a 
similar period. 

In estimating monthly precipitation £or the three sections into 
which the total watershed of the Lake of the Woods has been divided 
for convenience in studying runoff, Plate 1 was used, to some extent, 
as a guide. Where records were available for a number of stations 
in any one section, as in recent years on the Lower Rainy watershed, 
the problem of estimating monthly precipitation was comparatively 
simple. In these instances, an average of the records for any given 
month has been taken after each record was weighted according to 
its reliability, and its geographic poiaition on the watershed. For 
the earlier years, however, during which the records were few and 
incomplete, and for the Upper Rainy watershed as well as for the 
watershed of the Lake of the Woods Proper, the estimate of monthly 
precipitation is based largely on the records of precipitation at out- 
lying stations, in so far as these indicate storm paths, or show the 
general trend of precipitation for each month. 

As previously mentioned, more complete records, especially for 
the central and northern portions of the watershed, would have been 
of invaluable assistance in making these estimates, and would unques- 
tionably have increased their acciu-acy. 

MEANS AND EXTREMES OF MONTHLY PRECIPITATION ON WATERSHED SUBDIVISIONS 

The curves of Plates 5, 7, and 9 are presented to show the varia- 
tions in average monthly precipitation, which have occurred over 
the throe watershed subdivisions, between 1885 and 1913. Five 
curves are shown for each subdivision of the Lake of the Woods 
watershed, viz., the mean precipitation for each monih, the monthly 
precipitation of the wettest year and of the driest year, the minimum 
and the maximum precipitation recorded in each month for the 
entire period of 29 years. 

Evidently a maximum precipitation of about 6.5 inches per 
month may be expected in Jime, July, or August, over the entire 
area of any one of the watershed subdivisions. In any one month 
of the year the precipitation on any one of the watershed subdivi- 
sions may not exceed 1.25 inches. In a very wet year a total of 
about 11 inches of rain may be expected in two months over the 
entire watershed tributary to the Lake of the Woods, whereas in a 
very dry year this may not exceed 4 inches. 

Plate 11 shows the average annual precipitation that occurred on 
the three main watershed subdivisions during the years 1885 to 1913, 
inclusive, together with the mean for the entire period. A summary 
of precipitation data is also given in Tables 3 to 5. 
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The curves of Plate 1 1 show a prevalence of dry years near the 
beginning and near the end of the 29 year period, indicating cycles 
of dry and wet years recurring in about 25 years. Similar iiidica- 
tions of cycles of from 25 to 35 years have frequently been noted in 
other observations of natural phenomena. The recurrence of periods 
of dry and wet years, as indicated by the data here presented, must 
be taken into account when considering the significance of stages 
which have prevailed on the Lake of the Woods and other lakes on 
the watershed, during the past years. 

TEMPERATURE 

Plates 2, 3, and 4 show mean annual isotherms, mean summer 
isotherms, and mean winter isotherms, for the Lake of the Woods 
watershed. The summer isotherms represent the mean temperature 
for the months of June, July, and August, and the winter isotherms 
represent the mean temperature for the months of December, Janu- 
ary, and February. Longer records may necessitate some shifting 
of these curves. 

Temperature data extending without interruption through the 
entire 29 year period, from 1885 to 1913, were available for compara- 
tively few stations. Instead of platting the observed mean annual 
temperatures, and precipitations, for periods of varying length, an 
effort has been made to reduce the mean derived from records cover- 
ing a varying number of years, to an equivivlent mean for the 29 j'^ear 
period between 1885 and 1913. It has been assumed that the 
monthly mean temperatures for the 29 year period at any two 
stations would bear, approximately, the same relation to each other 
as the monthly moan temperature*, at those stations, for any small 
number of years. 

Typical curves showing, graphically, the relation between the 
moan monthly t<nnporatures at a number of selected stations are 
shown on Plates 12 and 13. The years selected for comparison are, 
in each case, detennincd by the period for wliich records are available. 
Data for the graphs on Plate 12 extend over the entire 29 year 
period from 1885 to 1913, for all stations except Pembina, where 
records for the years 1896, 1897, and part of 1898 are missing. 

Data for the graphs on Plate 13 include the 21 year period 
between 1885 and 1906, with the exception of the year 1899. 

Tlie records at Winnibigoshish and Pokegama Falls, and also 
those at Pembina and St. Vincent, have been averi^ed, and each 
average value has then been treated as the record of a single station, 
because of the proximity of these stations, and furthermore, because 
there is an occasional month's record missing at either one or the 
other station. In this way, the effect of small errors of observation 
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and of local disturbances has also been reduced. The mean record, 
however, was virtually given double the weight of the record from 
any single station. 

The variation in mean annual temperature of stations on the 
Lake of the Woods watershed is much less than the variation in 
annual rainfall.. For example, the mean temperature for the last 10 
years at Duluth differs from the mean for the last 29 years by minus 
2.1 per cent. For Winnipeg the difference between the moan tem- 
perature for the last 10 years and that for the last 26 years is plus 2.0 
per cent.. In view of this small difference between the 10 year mean 
and the 26 to 29 year means, it may be stated that the estimated 
mean temperature for the 29 year period from 1885 to 1913, derived 
from records extending over 10 or more years, is substantially 
correct. 

The greatest departure of any single annual mean from the mean 
temperature for the entire period at the above mentioned stations, is 
only about 15 per cent. 

In estimating monthly temperatures for the three watershed 
subdivisions during the later years when records are fairly complete, 
a weighted mean was determined from available data, as in the case 
of monthly precipitation. When the records were incomplete at any 
given station, as was the usual case during the earlier years, a tem- 
perature was estimated for that station on the basis of the curves of 
Plates 12 and 13, and similar unpublished curves, showing the mean 
relationship prcvaihng between the monthly temperatures at the 
given station and those at some other station at which records were 
available for the given month. 

The isotherm charts of Plates 2, 3, and 4, were, also, of assistance 
in this work. 

As in estimating precipitation, more complete records, especially 
in the central and northern portions of the watershed, would have 
been of great assistance in estimating monthly temperatures, although 
the increase in accuracy would not have been material, in view of the 
relatively gradual and regular variations which occur in temperature. 

MEANS AND EXTREMES OF MONTHLY TEMPERATURES ON WATERSHED SUBDIVISIONS 

The curves of Plates 6, 8, and 10 show the mean, the minimum, 
and the maximum monthly temperatures, and the average tempera- 
tures which prevailed <lurijig the twelve months of the coldest and 
of the warmest years oji the various watershed subdivisions. 

A variation of from 20 to 25 degrees in monthly temperature 
during winter, spring, and fall, will be noted. Such changes iji 
temperature, as this, result in variations of at least 100 per cent in the 
evaporation loss from the watershed, and hence have a tremendous 
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effect on the available stream flow. Dlirijig the summer months 
the extreme variation in monthly temperature is about half as great 
as the variation during the winter, spring, and fall months. Changes 
in temperature affect not only the evaporation from a watershed, but 
also the transpiration, i. e., tiie water used by growing plants. Con- 
sequently, while the variation in summer temperatures is not as great 
as the variation in winter temperatures, the combined evaporation 
and transpiration losses may show as much, or more variation in 
summer than the evaporation loss resulting from the larger temper- 
ature variations in winter, spring, and fall. 

A summary of monthly and mean annual temperatures on the 
watershed subdivisions is given in Tables 3, 4, and 5. 

EVAPORATION 

In view of the large water areas existent on the watershed of 
the Lake of the Woods, evaporation losses, as well as their distribu- 
tion throughout the year, are important among the various factors 
which govern the available runoff from this watershed. 

The following discussion of the subject of evaporation from 
water, snow and ice surfaces, is taken from Mr. Meyer's paper enti- 
tled "Computing Runoff from Rainfall and other Physical Data," 
pubUshed m the March, 1915, Proceedings of the American Society 
of Civil Engineers.* 

** Although the laws of evaporation, as stated by Professor Thomas 
Tate, are thirteen in number, the writer has found that in computing 
stream flow only three factors tending to modify evaporation need 
usually to be considered. These are, in the order of their importance: 
temperature, humidity, and wind. The last two are relatively unim- 
portant within the ordinary range of variation, but some allowance 
from watershed to watershed, and month to month, must be made 
for wide differences. 

* * The writer has accepted the principle, first enunciated by Dalton, 
that the rate of evaporation from a water surface, other conditions 
remaining constant, varies almost, if not quite, as the difference be- 
tween the maximum vapor pressure corresponding to the temperature 
of the water, and the pressure of vapor present in the atmosphere. 

** Inasmuch as maximum vapor pressure is a function of the tem- 
perature — doubling for every increase of approximately 18° Fahr. — 
the actual pressure of vapor present in the atmosphere also becomes 
a function of the temperature when the relative humidity remains 
constant. In other words, the rate of evaporation is approximately 
doubled for every 18° rise in temperature for constant humidity and 
wind velocity. Within the range of annual variation in temperature 

* The quotation from Mr. Meyer's paper here given comprisea pages 666 to 674. 
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MONTHLY MEAN REUTIVE HUMIDITIES 
AT CONTINENTAL STATIONS 
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MONTHLY MEAN RELATIVE HUMIDITIES 
AT COASTAL STATIONS 
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prevailing throughout the Northwest, the rate of evaporation will 
vary about 700 to 1200% due to temperature changes alone. 

''Figs. 4 and 5 show graphically the monthly mean relative hu- 
midity at a number of widely distributed points throughout the 
United States, outside of the arid region of the West. It will be 
noted that the monthly values in any State vary by only about 15 to 
20% during the open season. Other conditions remaining constant, 
evaporation would vary only about 30 to 50%. 

^ ' The effect of wind on evaporation has been g^ven various weights 
by different writers on the subject. Wielenmann, Stelling, and Tate, 
hold that evaporation varies approximately directly as the wind 
velocity. DeHeen, Shierbeck, and Svenson, hold that it varies as 
the square root of the wind velocity. Russell found a wind factor 
which, for wind velocities up to 15 or 20 miles per hour, could be 

represented approximately by the equation 1 + ^. FitzGerald 

found a wind factor represented by the equation 1 + ^. Bigelow, 

in his first evaporation formula, published in 1908, used a wind factor 

of about 1 + ^. Three years later he changed this to about 1 + :^* 
35 11 

The writer believes that these formulas, giving the effect of wind on 
evaporation, refer to wind velocity at the elevation of the water sur- 
face in the basin from which evaporation was measured. The wind 
velocity, as observed by the Weather Bureau, is, in general, about 
three times the wind velocity at the surface of the earth. 

' ' In view of the discordant conclusions reached by the above men- 
tioned experimenters with respect to the effect of wind on evapo- 
ration, the writer believes that no particular refinement is justified 
in selecting a wind factor. After checking observed and computed 
evaporation at a number of stations, using various wind factors, the 

writer has tentatively adopted 1 + jr ^ representing the effect of 

wind on the evaporation of water from surfaces at the level of the 
ground, where w represents wind velocity as observed by the Weather 
Bureau about 30 ft. above the general level of the surrounding 
country. 

''Using the writer's wind factor of 1 + ^> the annual variation in 

evaporation due to changes in monthly mean wind velocity amoimts 
to only about 20 to 30 per cent. The monthly mean wind velocity 
at a number of stations in the eastern two-thirds of the United States 
is shown graphically in Fig. 6. 
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MONTHLY MEAN WIND VELOCITIES 
AT CONTINENTAL STATIONS 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA 
ST.PAUL. MINN. 
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"Fig, 7 shows the monthly mean relative humidity, wind velocity, 
air temperature, maximimi vapor pressure, and the actual pressure 
of vapor present in the atmosphere at St. Paul, Minn. Neither rela- 
tive humidity nor wind velocity, it wiU be observed, varies between 
wide limits. The vapor pressures and their differences, that is, the 
factor which virtually determines evaporation, all show variations 
of several hundred per cent. 

"Fig. 8 shows the evaporation from shallow water for different 
temperatures and seasons of the year, under conditions prevailing 
throughout the Northwest. A fundamental error has sometimes been 
made in plotting evaporation records, owing to failure to differentiate 
between the observed values at the different seasons of the year, all 
months being thrown together indiscriminately and evaporation 
plotted against temperature. 

"By plotting separate values of evaporation for equal spring and 
fall temperatures, humidity and wind velocity for the given locality 
are properly taken into account, 

"Both the Grand River Lock and the University, North Dakota, 
evaporation stations are on small shaUow bodies of water. The mean 
relative humidity at the North Dakota station is slightly less, and 
the wind velocity slightly greater than at the Wisconsin station. 
Monthly observations have been grouped together and the average 
taken. Observations of temperature and evaporation extend over 
the years, 1905 to 1913, inclusive. These values have been averaged 
by months, and the results are shown in Table 1 . 

TABLE 1 

OBSERVATIONS OF TEMPERATURE AND EVAPORATION 





At UmvBiunTT, Nokih 
Dakota 


At Obahd Rmn Lock, 
Wdoohbin 


Month 


Air tern. 

indegreeSi 
Ftbienbeit 


WET 

monta 


Air tarn- 
Fehranbelt 


Evapora- 
tion; In 

incbttper 
month 


April 


46 

£2 
66 
67 
66 
67 
45 
«94 


8.37 
4.03 
5.00 
6.81 
4.60 
3.57 
2.03 
«0.58 


46 
64 

64 
68 

65 
60 
48 

•41 


2183 


mSIv::;;;:::;:;::::;::;;;::::..:;:::;::::::::.:.:.... 


4.35 


JUDO i , 


6.62 


July 


6.74 


Auffiut 


4.46 


September 


8.46 


October 


2.22 


November 


•1.00 







^ Obaervatkns extended over portions of the month only. 
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''During several successive months of either high or low precipi- 
tation a marked change in relative humidity is noticeable. Fig. 9, 
showing the effect of high and low rates of monthly precipitation on 
evaporation, is computed from meteorological data for St. Paul, 
Minn. The effect shown must be considered more or less approxim ate 
because based on relatively few data, yet indicative of the variation in 
monthly evaporation resulting from large variations in monthly pre- 
cipitation, and hence basic to the later discussion pertaining to the pro- 
portion of precipitation lost by evaporation from land areas, at any 
given temperature, for various rates of rainfall. Both higher and 
lower than normal rates of precipitation, in inches per month, seem to 
affect the rate of evaporation less in early spring than in fall. This 
might be expected because the moisture available for evaporation in 
the spring is less dependent on rainfall than it is in the fall, hence the 
relative humidity would not be affected by changes in precipitation 
as readily in spring as in fall. 

"The evaporation at St. Paul, Minn., was computed by the follow- 
ing formula: 

£-15(7-t;).(i+^) 

in which JF— Evaporation, in inches per month; . 

T— Maximum vapor pressure, in inches of mercury, at 

monthly mean air temperature; 
t;» Actual vapor pressure, at monthly mean air tempera- 
ture and relative humidity; 
t/?— Wind velocity, in miles per hour, as measured by the 
Weather Bureau, approximately 30 ft. above the 
general level of the surrounding country. 
"The data and computations are given in Table 2. 
"In order to show a further comparison between actual and com- 
puted evaporation, the records for Mount Hope, N. Y., have been 
used. The observed data and the computations for this station are 
given in Table 3. 

"The data cover a varying period beginning between 1891 and 
1896, and ending in 1912. 

"For January, February, March, October, November, and 
December, the evaporation was computed by t^aking the difference 
between the maximmn vapor pressure corresponding to water tem- 
perature, and subtracting an assumed vapor pressure, in the air above 
the water, based on the observed relative humidity and water 
temperature. 
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"From April to September, inclusive, the evaporation was 
computed by taking the difference between the maximum vapor 
pressure, corresponding to water temperature, and the actual vapor 
pressure in the air as determined from the air temperature and the 
observed relative humidity. 

TABLE 2 

COMPUTED EVAPORATION AT ST. PAUL. MINN. 



Monfh 



i 



Rklatits 

HUMIDITr 



Hwnof 
8 a.m. 

8 p. m.t 



I 

I 



January 

Febrnary 

.ICarch 

April 

M»y 

June 

July 

August 

September... 

October 

November... 
December 

Annual 



11.6 
15.0 
a&2 
45.7 
58.2 
67.4 
72.1 
69.5 
60.3 
48.1 
30.9 
19.3 



0.009 
0.081 
0.161 
0.306 
0.485 
0.670 
0.786 
0.720 
0.523 
0.336 
0.171 
0.099 



79 
74 
65 
64 
68 
66 
69 
72 
72 
75 
79 



81 
79 
75 
66 
65 
67 
167.6 
69 
72 
73 
76 
81 



0.013 
0.017 
0.038 
0.104 
0.170 
0.221 
0.266 
0.223 
0.146 
0.091 
0.041 
0.019 



7.8 
8.3 
8.8 
9.3 
8.7 
7.7 
7.1 
7.1 
8.0 
8.5 
8.1 
7.8 



0.90 
0.84 
1.60 
2.33 
3.12 
4.41 
3.40 
3.46 
3.42 
2.34 
1.30 
1.06 



0.35 
0.47 
1.07 
3.02 
4.76 
5.88 
6.55 
5.72 
8.94 
2.53 
1.11 
0.51 



43.9 



72 



28.68 



* Mean of 43 years. 1871 to 1913, inclusive. 

IMean of 24 vears. 1888 to 1911, inclusive. 
As modified by Minneapolis records. 
Hean of 36 years, 1873 to 1906, inclusive. ' 
liean of 43 years. 1871 to 1913, inclusive. 
As modified by Minneapolis, Moorbead, and LaCroose records. 

TABLES 
COMPUTED EVAPORATION, MOUNT HOPE. N. Y. 



Month 



TXMPBBATUBS 



3 

I 



MAXDfUH 

Vapob 
TvsasuEM 






DlFTSIUEKCB 

m Vapob 

PBK88UBB 



^1 



Jan., 
Peb. 
Mar. 

^y. 
June 
July. 
Aug. 
Bept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Deo. 



24.8 
23.3 
34.1 
46.7 
60.1 
70.5 
74.7 
72.1 
65.7 
53.1 
39.9 
28.9 



32.5 
32.3 
36.8 
46.6 
59.0 
68.2 
72.6 
71.3 
65.6 
53.8 
42.5 
34.3 



78.0 
77.9 
73.9 
68.3 
68.1 
68.1 
68.8 
71.3 
74.6 
75.2 
76.6 
77.9 



0.183 
0.182 
0.209 
0.317 
0.499 
0.689 
0.799 
0.766 
0.629 
0.414 
0.271 
0.197 



0.129 
0.120 
0.196 
0.318 
0.519 
0.744 
0.868 
0.786 
0.631 
0.404 
0.246 
0.156 



0.101 
0.092 
0.145 
0.217 
0.354 
0.507 
0.590 
0.560 
0.471 
0.304 
0.188 
0.122 



0.028 
0.028 
0.051 
0.101 
0.165 
0.237 
0.268 
0.226 
0.160 
0.100 
0.058 
0.034 



0.062 



10.0 



0.09010.9 



0.064 



9.8 



0.100 8.8 



0.145 



7.8 



0.182-7.2 



0.209 

0.205 

0.158 

0.110 

0. 

0.075 



7.2 
6.5 
7.2 
7.7 
8.9 
9.5 



1.83 
1.49 
1.96 
2.21 
2.69 
2.47 
3.70 
2.91 
2.44 
2.37 
1.97 
1.74 



1.21 
1.26 
1.63 
2.82 
3.88 
4.70 
5.40 
5. 



1.27 
1.26 
B.35 
2.07 
3.64 
4.40 
5.11 
4.73 



4.083.63 



2.73 
1.80 



2.65 
1.70 



1.381.56 



49.5 



51.2 



73.2 



27.77 



• Wind velocity according to U. 8. Weather Bureau at Rochester, N. Y., 1806 to 1906. 
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"During the winter months the water in the floating tub was at 
a surprisingly high temperature, presumably due to the pumping of 
water into the reservoir in which the tub was floating. It is assumed, 
therefore, that the layer of air immediately above the water surface 
was heated to nearly water temperature, and that the most probable 
value for actual vapor pressure would be secured by applying the 
relative humidity to the maximum vapor pressure at the water tem- 
perature rather than at the air temperature observed some distance 
above the water surface. It is a fact, illustrated in *Fig. 10, that 
the average relative humidity varies only very slightly with changes 
of altitude of several thousand feet. This might be expected, because 
there is constant diffusion of vapor tending toward equal relative 
humidities. Tate says that vapor diffuses through the atmosphere 
much more rapidly than it is formed from the surface of the water, 
assimung no convection currents present. This rapid diffusion of 
vapor, even in spite of air currents, must tend strongly toward the 
maintenance of equal relative humidities at all altitudes. 

"Table 4 gives the monthly evaporation t as observed and esti- 
mated by Desmond FitzGerald, Past-President, Am. Soc. C. E., at 
Boston, Mass. 

Table 4 
evaporatk^ at bost»l. mass. 



HoDth. 


«Temp«ii. 
ton, In 


ObeerFed 

▼Bines. 

1876-18lb. 


Obeorrred 

▼ihMi, 

1875-1800. 


Janutfy 


V 

38 

34 

44.5 

W 

67 

71 

W 

63 

63 

40 

80 


10.60 
1.30 
1.80 

16.10 
4.61 
6.86 
6.38 
5.40 
4.00 
3.05 
1.08 

tl.30 


10.06 


FeVraiuT.. 


1.05 


ICarch... 


1.70 


April 


3.07 


iiSy ; ..::::::..:::!:::::: 


4.46 


Toiie 


5.64 


July 


5.06 


Aucost 


5.50 


8«&iiib«r 


4 13 


October , 


6.16 


November 


3.35 


T>*nemb«r . ........ .^ .. 


1.51 










69.11 


69.30 



* Valnes takn from oonre. 



t Values ItfKsly ettlmated. 



''The values in Table 4 are platted in Fig. 11. The similarity 
between this curve and that of Fig. 8 is apparent. 

* Data from BvOeMn F, U. 8. Weather Bureau. 1808. 
t rmsMectioM, \m. Soc. G. E., Vols. XV and XXYH. 
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"Many other records of evaporation are available, but are 
omitted here because they do not give the evaporation from shallow 
water under conditions of wind and humidity prevailing throughout 
the Northwest. 

"The curves in Fig. 12 give the evaporation from open water in 
lakes of mediimi size and depth, and also the evaporation from snow 
and ice surfaces. The high rate of evaporation from snow under 
certain exceptional conditions has frequently been commented on. 
The values given are believed to be approximately right for ordinary 
conditions. The break in the up-going curve results from the fact 
that relatively large bodies of water remain frozen in spring until 
the monthly mean temperature has reached about 38 degrees. Until 
the break-up the evaporation is from snow and ice surfaces, and 
consequently larger, at the same temperature, than that from the 
relatively cold water immediately after the break-up. Most bodies 
of water of moderate size freeze up in the fall, when the monthly 
mean temperature reaches about 20 degrees. 

"Horton gives some observations on evaporation from snow* 
which check the values indicated by the curves of Fig. 12 very well. 
A loss of 0.25 in. was recorded during the 9 days from December 26th, 
1913, to January 4th, 1914. The mean maximum temperature dur- 
ing this period was 29.5°, corresponding to a monthly mean tempera- 
ture of about 24 degrees. . The recorded evaporation for 9 days corre- 
sponds to a monthly evaporation of 0.83 in. The curve of Fig. 12 gives 
0.9 in. of evaporation per month at a temperature of 24° imder base 
conditions of wind and humidity. The mean wind velocity during 
ihe period of observation was 7.3 miles per hour. The relative 
humidity recorded by the Weather Bureau for January, 1914, was 78 
per cent. These values represent approximately normal conditions 
for the Northwest. 

'' Fig< 13 shows the monthly mean, and the mean maximum and 
minimum temperatures, and the approximate percentage of total pre- 
cipitation which falls as snow during the various months of the 
year, at St. Paul and at Moorhead, Minn. For a monthly mean 
temperature of 23°, the mean of the maximum daily temperatures is 
approximately 32°, and for a monthly mean temperature of 41°, the 
mean of the minimtim daily temperatures is approximately 32 de- 
grees. 

"A certain amount of thawing will occur at midday, when the 
monthly mean temperature reaches 18 to 20°, consequently, smaU 
patches of groimd in the open fields wiU become bare and the 
evaporation from the water-shed wiU be reduced accordingly. When 
the monthly mean temperature reaches 32°, the maximum will be 
above freezing almost every day in the month. When the monthly 

* MnMp WmOm Bmkw, Feteuary, 1914. 
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mean temperature reaches 48^, the miniTnnm will be abore freezing 
almost every day in the month. 

''On an average about 30% of the precipitation occurs as snow 
when the monthly mean temperature is 40^; and practically aU of it 
occurs as snow when the mean temperature is below 20 degrees." 

Since Mr. Meyer's paper, from which the above quotation is taken, 
was prepared, we have secured additional evaporation records taken 
at University, North Dakota, during 1914. We have also been fur- 
nished with observations of evaporation made by the Manitoba 
Hydrographic Survey at their Eeewatin station, from May, 1913, to 
date. The detailed evaporation records for these two stations, to- 
gether with records taken at Grand River Lock, Wisconsin, are given 
in the following pages. 

RECORDS OF MANITOBA HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY. KEEWATIN. ONTARIO. 

This station is located on the Lake of the Woods near Keewatin, 
Ontario, (see the Key Plan of Outlets, Plate 19) The equipment for 
measuring evaporation consists of a standard pan, three feet square, 
floated in the Lake by means of a raft. Readings of the temperature 
of the water in the Lake and in the tank are taken simultaneously 
with the morning and evening measurements of evaporation. The 
time of observation averages 7:15 a. m. and 6:30 p. m. during the 
sunmier, and 7:45 a. m. and 5:00 p^ m. during the winter. Maximum 
and minimum readings of the temperature of the air are taken, and 
the true mean daily temperature is also determined by a recording 
thermometer. Wind velocity, direction of wind, barometric pres- 
sure, and relative humidity are also observed at this station. 
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METEORCMJXICAL DATA-KEEWATIN. ONTARIO 

RECORDS OF MANTTOBA HYDROGRAPHiC SURVEY 



BaU 


Mean Temperature 
Degrees F. 


PreoJp- 


Evap- 
oration 
Inches 


Wind 
Ve- 


Relative Humidity 
Percent 


Lake 


Tank 


Air 




Ml. per 
Hr. 


A.M, 


P.M. 


Mean 


1013 
May 








1.285 
2.00 
3.84 
4.27 
1.015 
8.205 
1.35 


1.865 
2.35 
3.38 
8.42 
4.060 
(1)2.155 
(2)0.40 


4.21 
4.32 
5.48 
4.88 
11.28 
4.65 
5.04 
4.81 

4.76 
4.35 
5.13 
4.02 
6.11 
7.65 
6.03 
4.36 
7.15 
6.66 
8.42 








June , 


60.0 
W.7 
08.2 
62.5 
50.1 
41.0 


eo.« 

66.6 
68.1 
61.5 
40.0 
41.0 


50.0 
61.3 
62.3 
55.0 
87.8 
31.6 
90.2 

4.6 
-4.6 
10.6 
32.1 
50.7 
60.3 
68.2 

■■48.0" 
27.7 
4.3 

.8 
17.3 
23.0 
45.5 
. 51.0 
57.6 
62.0 
65.8 
56.1 
45.2 
20.3 
16.1 


60.6 
70.0 
73.7 
81.1 




61.4 
66.6 
60.8 
68.0 
80.6 
84.1 
86.8 


60.5 


July 


68.8 


August 


71.5 


September 


75.0 


October 




November. 




December 




1014 
TjLTinflLry 


82.0 




1.34 
.42 

.36 
1.70 
1.87 
4.67 
3.80 
2.07 
4.07 
3.11 
.31 
.40 

.58 
1.46 

.40 
1.75 
2.02 
4.75 
1.66 
1.81 
3.60 
1.01 
1.04 
1.13 






Februarr 










MiSSbi^::;:.:::.::::::::. 






■(8y6.'5i*" 

(4)0.62 

6.67 
(6)3.01 

(7)1.04 








Aprfl 


34.7 
42.6 
50.5 
70.3 
00.1 
60.4 
54.5 
38.3 
32.6 


■"*44.0 
50.6 
70.5 
60.1 
60.3 
64.5 
42.5 


82.0 
78.3 
80.8 
84.5 
78.6 
84.1 
86.0 
84.6 


76.5 
62.0 
68.7 
78.0 
74.4 
76.4 
83.5 
80.4 


79.7 


MBy.:::::::::::::::::::::. 


70.6 


June 


74.7 


July 


81.7 


August 


76.5 


Septemba*. . 


80.2 


Comber 


85.0 


November 


82.5 


December 




1015 
January ... 




8.71 
8.82 
6.48 
7.06 
6.10 
6.56 
5.18 
4.64 
6.62 
7.48 
7.71 
5.46 








FebnuuT 




^ 










March . .' 


34.1 
43.0 
40.0 
68.0 
64.7 
68.0 
60.6 
48.4 
88.1 
83.1 


'-ii'o' 

40.5 
50.0 
64.0 
68.5 
60.2 
48.2 
42.2 


'(ii'.'w" 

2.00 
1.80 
2.38 
3.20 
2.26 
1.85 
(0) .46 


'"85.'4' 
80.0 
83.7 
83.8 
81.4 
85.2 
82l7 
86.0 
02.4 


74.0 
60.5 
68.0 
80.5 
00.6 
63.8 
65.4 
73.3 
77.2 
84.0 




April 


77.4 


fiay.::::::;::::::::::::::: 


74.5 


June 


82.1 


July 


76.7 


August 


72,6 


September 


75.8 


October 


78.0 


November 


82.0 


December . . . 


88.2 









(1) Evaporation Oct. 1 to 27, inclusive. 

(3) Evaporation Apr. 20 to 30, inclusive. 

(5) Evaporation for 25 days. (6) Evaporation for 23 days. 

(8) Evaporation Apr. to 80—10 days. 



(2) Evaporation Nov. 1 to 7, inclusive. 
(4) Evaporation for 13 days. 
(7) Evaporation Nov. 1 to 13, inclusive 
(0) Evaporation Nov. l to 11, inclusive. 



EVAPORATION AT KEEWATIN, ONTARIO 

RECORDS OF MANnX>BA HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY 





1013 


1014 


1015 


Mean for period. 


Date 


Air 


Evaporation 
Inches 


Air 
Temp. 
Deg.F. 


Evaporation 
Inches 


Air 
Temp. 
Deg.l?. 


Evaporation 
In^ 


Air 
Temp. 
Deg.F. 


Evap, 




•Part 
Month 


Whole 
Month 


•Part 
Month 


Whole 
Month 


•Part 
Month 


Whole 
Month 


Indhes 


Anr. . .. 








87.0 
50.7 
60.3 
68.2 
166.0 
|56.0 
40.0 
34.5 


0.51 

.62 

2.41 

"'3.6i' 


1.39 
1.48 
2.80 
2.46 
8.67 
3.93 
2.71 
2.40 


40.1 
51.0 
67.6 
62.0 
65.8 
56.1 
45.2 
37.8 


0.90 
'."46* 


1.42 
2.00 
1.80 
2.38 
3.20 
X26 
1.35 
1.26 


43.05 
48.00 
50.27 
64.13 
64.70 
56.70 
45.03 
86.57 


1 41 


June 

July 

Nov 


t45.0 
50.0 
61.3 

• 62.3 
55.0 

4ao 

37.4 


.40 


1.36 
2.35 
3.88 
3.42 
4.08 
2.47 
2.10 


1.61 
2.35 
X74 
8.40 
8.42 
2.18 
1.92 



• See notes (1) to (9) above. 

t Estimated fh>m surrounding stations. 

t Estimated trom Keewatin maTimnm and minimnm dally air temperatures. . 

NOTB.— Evaporation for the whole month is computed from observed evaporation for part of the month, 
on the basis of the mean daily rate of evaporation observed during the given portion of the month. 

The air temperature given for the different months represents the observed mean temperature for either 
the whole month or for the portion of the month over which evaporation records extend. (Engra.) 
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RECORDS OF UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

UNIVERSITY, NORTH DAKOTA 

This station is located on the campus of the University of North 
Dakota, near Grand Forks. 

The equipment for measuring evaporation consists of a standard 
pan, three feet square, floated in a pool in a ravhie which runs through 
the University campus. Except during freshets the flow through 
the ravine is small, and for several weeks at a time during very dry 
weather there is merely a succession of pools without any perceptible 
flow. The pool in which the evaporation gauge is located has a 
central depth of about 6 feet, and an area of about 0.2 acre. It lies 
only about 15 feet below the level of the surrounding open prairie, 
and consequently. is fully exposed to the wind. 

Records from 1905 to 1912, inclusive, are published in the 1912 
*^ Report of Water Resources Investigation of Minnesota" by the 
State Drainage Commission, in cooperation with the U. S. Geological 
Survey. Additional records have been secured from the Washington 
office of the U. S. Geological Survey; and also directly from Pro- 
fessor E. F. Chandler, under whose supervision the work is being 
performed. Readings are taken daily about an hour before sunset. 
During 1905 and 1906 air temperatures were not taken. From 1907 
to date the air temperature given herewith is the mean of the ob- 
served maximum and the minimum. The mean monthly water 
temperature is the mean of the daily observations made about an 
hour before sunset. 

The air temperatures given in the following table for the years 
1905 and 1906, where observations extend over full months, are the 
mean monthly temperatures given in the reports of the U. S. Weather 
Bureau. Where observations extend over only pa/t of the month, 
the air temperature at University was deduced by taking the mean 
daily recorded air temperature at Bismarck, N. D., for the days on 
which evaporation was recorded at University, and then applying 
to this mean for Bismarck a small correction based on the relation 
between mean monthly temperatures at University and at Bismarck. 
98896—17 7 83 
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SUMMARY OF MONTHLY TEMPERATURE. PREaPITATlON AND EVAPORA- 
TION. UNIVERSITY. NORTH DAKOTA 

RECORDS OF UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 





MEAN TIMPEBA- 
TUBK— DEQRKK8 F. 


Precipi- 
tation 
Inches 


EVAPORATION 
INCHES. 




Air 


Water 


Part 
Month 


Whole 
Month 


ADriH17-30) 1905 


45 
48 
34 
48 
35 
46 
54 
44 
48 
43 


37 
52 
39 
39 
41 
42 
51 
50 
50 
46 


0.20 
2.09 
0.05 
0.C8 
0.53 
1.13 
0.00 
0.78 
0.63 
1.99 


1.78 

0.46 
2.26 


3.80 




3.52 


(22-30) 1907 


1.53 


(15-30)1908 


4.29 


(20-30) 1909 


0.89 2.43 


( 3-30)1910 : 


2.81 
1.80 
0.94 
3.87 
0.95 


3.00 


(22-30)1911 


*5.00 


(19-30)1912 


2.35 


{ 5-30)1913 


4.45 


(lfr-30)1914 


1.90 






Mean 


44.5 








3.22 












May 1905 


52 
52 
44 
51 
54 
50 
57 
54 
51 
56 


48 
57 
47 
54 
51 
52 
58 
58 
53 
59 


3.35 
3.06 
0.63 
3.77 
2.60 
0.71 
3.17 
2.92 
1.52 
2.21 




3.48 


1906 •- 


3.68 


1907 


3.48 


1908 


3.83 


1909 


3.84 


1910 


5.06 


1911 


3.71 


1912 


4.96 


1913 


4.23 


1914 


4.86 






Mean 


52.1 








4.12 












Jiine 1906 


60 
63 
63 
66 


58 
69 
65 
67 


4.05 
3.09 
4.63 
2.70 




3.89 


1906 




4.13 


19(y7 




4.65 


1908 




3.22 


1909 






1910 


68 
69 
63 
67 
63 


70 
73 
72 

70 


0.68 
4.78 
0.06 
1.21 
6.51 




6.95 


1911 




4.33 


1912 




5.79 


1913 




7.09 


1914 




4.53 








M«4in , 


65 




1 


4.94 










July 1905 


66 
66 
66 
69 
67 
72 
65 
67 
66 
71 


70 
73 
79 
76 
73 
70 
70 

7:* 

71 
80 


5.48 
2.56 
2.91 
2.47 
0.96 
0.76 
2.06 
5.29 
2.86 
4.19 




5.46 


1906 




4.83 


1907 




5.90 


1908 




6.32 


1909 




5.02 


1910 




7.01 


1911 




6.13 


1912 




5. 76 


1913 




5.74 


1914 




5.55 








Mean 


67.5 








5.78 












Aueiist 1905 


67 
66 
65 
65 
. 69 
64 
64 
62 
70 
63 


69 
73 
72 
68 
72 
67 
66 
67 
70 
69 


4.54 
1.D9 
1.87 
2.41 
2.59 
0.90 
3.38 
2.70 
1.69 
3.31 




4 02 






4.92 


1907 




4.53 


1906 




5.77 


1909 




4.19 


1910 




4.76 


1911 




3.99 


1912 




3.94 


1913 




5 29 


1914 




4.60 








Mean 


65.5 








4 60 




■ 










* The use of the rate of evaporation recorded from April 22nd to 30th would give a month Iv evaporation 
of G inches, which is considered excessive. The high rate of evaporation recorded during the last 9 days 
of April is believed to be due to the lack of precipitation, high winds, and to the averaging of the extremes 
of temperature wliich occurred durhig the latter part of the month. As evaporation varies much more 
rapidly than temperature, the extension of a rate of evaporation secured from observations covering only a 
few days to a relatively long period, such as a month, covering wide changes of temperature, always gives 
too high a monthly value for evaporation. 

fTen days estimated. 
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SUMMARY OF MONTHLY TEMPERATURE. PRECIPITATION AND EVAPORA- 
TION. UNIVERSITY. NORTH DAKOTA 

RECORDS UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 





KKAN TBMPEKA- 
TUBB— DBOBSE^ F. 


Preclpl- 
tatioD 
Inches 


EVAPORATION 
INCHia. 




Air 


. Water 


Part 
Month 


Whole 
Month 


Sept. 1906 


60 
63 
63 
62 
6H 
66 
64 
64 
68 
60 


61 
67 


1.62 
1.61 
3.86 
0.60 
0.67 
3.04 
1.07 
6.16 
2.66 
0.34 




3.75 






4.04 


1907 




3.17 


1908 


58 
68 
68 
55 
66 
69 
62 




4.24 


1909 




3.68 


1910 




3.03 


1911 




2.32 


1912 




4.23 


1913 




3.60 


1914 , 




4.14 








liMD 


67.7 








3.68 












Oct (1-13) 1905 


64 
44 
44 

46 

47 
48 
43 
43 
38 
52 


60 
47 


0.01 
0.68 
0.64 
0.62 
0.46 
0.61 
0.94 
0.29 
1.61 
1.80 


1.37 


3.26 


1906 


1.92 


1907 




1.9B 


1906 


42 

41 
48 
47 
40 
38 
53 




1.68 


1909 




1.61 


1910 




3.32 


1911 




1.29 


1912 




1.66 


1913 




1.68 


1914 




2.88 








Mflftn .. 


46.9 








2.11 












Nov. 1905 












1906 













(1-10) 1907 


36 
35 




0.06 
0.01 


. 0.17 
•0.19 


■■"6:5i 


(1-10) 1906 


32 


0.67 


1909 




1910 












1911 












(1-9) 1912 


33 
38 


33 
32 
37 


0.06 
0.88 
0.20 


0.15 
0.42 
0.89 


0.60 


(1-26) 1918 ... 


0.60 


(1-11) 1914 


1.06 






Mean 


36 








0.68 













Digitized by 



Google 



RECORDS OF UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE 

GRAND RIVER LOCK. WISCONSIN 

This station is located at Grand River Lock, on the Upper Fox 
River, Wisconsin. 

The equipment for measuring evaporation consists of a standard 
pan, three feet square, supported in a raft which is floated in a shallow 
slough of water near the Lock. Observations are made twice daily 
by the lock master, under the direction of Mr. L. M. Mann, U. S. 
Assistant Engineer, Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Records from 1905 to 
1912, inclusive, are published in the 1912 '^Report of Water Resources 
Investigation of Minnesota'' by the State Drainage Commission, in 
cooperation with the U. S. Geological Survey. Additional records 
subsequent to 1912 have been secured from the U. S. Geological 
Survey and directly from Mr. Mann. 

Where the observed evaporation covers a portion of the month 
only, as, particularly, in April and November, the value for the 
whole month was obtained by assuming that the observed daily 
rate of evaporation at tlie given temperature continued for a full 
month. This assumption makes the mean values of temperature 
and evaporation somewhat larger than they would otherwise be, 
due to the fact that the portion of the month for which no records 
were secured was the colder part. It was considered inadvisable 
to attempt to estimate mean monthly temperature and evaporation 
by assuming certain temperatures and rates of evaporation for the 
portion of the month over which the observations did not extend. 

In the method used, the estimated monthly evaporation repre- 
sents the extension of an actual observed rate at an observed tempera- 
ture for a portion of a month, the only assumption being that the 
same mean rate would have continued for an additional number of 
days at the same mean temperature. 
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SUMMARY OF MONTHLY TEMPERATURE. PRECIPITATION AND EVAP- 
ORATION. GRAND RIVER LOCK, WISCONSIN 

RECORDS OF UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE 





MEAN TEMPERA- 
TURE—DEGREES P. 


Precipi- 
tation- 
inches 


EVAPORATION 
INCHES 




Air 


Vi'ater 


Part 
Month 


Whole 
Month 


April 1907 


37 
46 
39 
50 
49 
47 
44 


43 
49 
42 
51 
53 
61 
50 


2.89 
4.50 
4.14 
4.16 
1.16 
1.20 
2.08 




2.32 
2.54 
1.27 
3.11 
2.sn 


1908 




(6-30) 1909 


1.06 


1910 


(10-30)1911 


1.96 


(8-30) 1912 


2.91 1 3.80 


1913 




3.94 


1914 












1 


Moan 


45 








2.83 

3. 58 
4.29 
4.01 
4. .59 










May 1906 


51 
47 
55 
54 
64 
61 
56 
51 


• 58 

* 56 
59 
59 
60 
66 
61 
60 


4.42 
2.84 
4,95 
2.10 
2.38 
5.33 
8.25 
6.22 




1907 




1908 




1909 




1910 




6.53 


1911 




3.88 


1912 




4.08 


1913 





4. SS 








Moan :. . .. 


54 






4.35 

~ 3.73 
5.28 








June 1 906 : 


62 
62 
61 
64 
66 
71 
60 
67 


71 
71 
71 
73 
72 
73 
70 
75 


9.48 
8.14 
3.26 
3.30 
0.83 
3.55 
0:69 
3.78 




1907 ... 




190S 




5.37 


19(KI 




5.69 


1910 




5.84 


1911 




4. 58 


1912 




6.93 


1913 . 




6.73 


1914 


















Mean 


64 








5.52 












July 1906 


66 
66 
68 
66 
70 
68 
67 
69 


75 

75 

76 

76 

74 

72. 

74 

73 


2.77 
5.54 
1.88 
0.40 
0.67 
2.38 
5.18 
4.28 




4.74 


1907 




5.44 


1908 




5.60 


1909 




6.47 


1910 ... . 




6.25 


1911 




5.45 


1912 • 




6.13 


1913 : 




5.81 


1914 














Mean 


68 








5.74 












Aug. ( 13-31 ) 1905 


65 
67 
66 
63 
68 
62 
65 
63 
68 


73 
74 
71 
71 
71 
71 
71 
67 
70 


2.60 
6.30 
6.65 
2.54 
3.20 
4.22 
2.96 
6.91 
1.44 


3.20 


5.22 


1906 


3.97 


1907 




4.51 


190S 




5.17 


1909 




4.94 


1910 .... . . 




5.00 


1911 




3.89 


1912 




3.78 


1913 




3.71 


1914 


















Mean . 


65 








4.46 









3.48 
4.15 
3.97 
1.28 
2.49 
4.78 
4.35 
5.52 
3.63 


. 




Sept.1905 


61 
61 
58 
61 
68 
58 
59 
58 
61 


67 
68 
62 
68 
63 
64 
62 
64 
63 




4.06 


1906 :.;:::::::;::..::...:::::.:.:::.. 




3.34 


1907 . ... 




3.98 


1908 




4.21 


1909 




2.95 


1910 




3.49 


1911 ... 




2.66 


1912 ' .. 




3.41 


1913 




2.95 


1914 
















Hem , 


59 , 




I 3.45 




V."-;' ■■ a;;:,:; 


■ i. y.mj =^ 




::55=?5=^5K= 


- ■■ ■■ vsrs9 
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SUMMARY OF MONTHLY TEMPERATURE. PREOPITATION AND EVAP- 
ORATION. GRAND RIVER LOCK. WISCONSIN 

R£CX>RDS OF UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFHCE 





MEAN TEUPBBA- 
TUBE— DEORBE8 F. 


Precipi- 
tation— 
Inches 


ByiPORATION 
INCHES 




Air V.Bter 


Part 
Month 


V.'hole 
Month 


Oct. 1905 


52 57 

44 50 

45 49 
47 1 51 


2.50 

5.25 

.93 

1.13 

.86 

.87 

5.60 

1.30 




3.22 


1906 




1.91 


1907 




2.44 


1908... 




1.92 


1909 


5l 
46 
54 


43 
56 
48 
51 




1.84 


(1-28)1910 '.'. " ! 


2.63 


2.92 


1911 


1.14 


1912 .... 




2.37 


1913 






1914 '. . 1 






















Mean '. 


48 






• 


2.22 












Nov. 1905 




. 








(1-11)1906 


40 
39 

39 
45 


41 
43 
39 
47 


0.07 
0.53 
0.06 
0.70 


0.29 
0.46 
0.29 
0.71 


0.79 


(1-12)1907 


1.15 


(1-10)1908 


0.87 


(1-12) 1909 


1.77 


1910 




1911 


46 
36 


48 
38 


5.65 
1.01 




1.16 


(1-24)1912 


0.62 


0.78 


1913 




1914 : 
























Mean 


41 








1.09 













The curves of ''Evaporation from Water, Snow and Icje, Lake of 
of the Woods/' Plate 14, are based on the temperature and evapora- 
tion observed by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, on the Lake 
of the. Woods, at Keewatin, Ontario, from 1913 to 1915, and on the 
general shape of similar curves presented in Mr. Meyer's paper. 

The curves, Plate 14, represent the general relationship existent 
between monthly mean air temperature, relative humidity and wind 
velocity around the Lake of the Woods, and evaporation' from the 
surface of the Lake, as deduced from observations. It will be per- 
ceived that values taken from these curves will, of necessity, differ 
somewhat from the values observed from month to month and year 
to year, just as these observed values will differ among themselves 
to an extent not readily accounted for except by regarding these dis- 
crepancies as unavoidable and incident to measurements of complex 
phenomena of this class. 
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WATER GAUGES AND BENCH MARKS 

Inasmuch as the water levels observed on the various lakes and 
rivers of the watershed of the Lake of the Woods, during the past 
years, constitute the most essential records in this investigation, 
the location, reference marks, zeros, etc., of the various gauges on 
which such water levels were observed will first be described. The 
gauges will be taken up approximately in order, beginning with those 
near the headwaters and proceeding down stream. For the loca- 
tions of the gauges on Namakan and Rainy Lakes and on Rainy 
River, see the sketch map facing page 92. 

KETTLE FALLS-NAMAKAN LAKE GAUGE 

On August 8th, 1912, a staff gauge was installed by the Manitoba 
Hydrographic Survey on the Canadian mainland shore, at the head 
of the first narrows above the falls in the Canadian channel. This 
gauge was bolted into the rock ledge, 25 feet east of B. M. No. 2, 
described below. 

The following instrumental determinations of the zero of tliis 
gauge have been made: 



By 


Date 


Gauge Zero 
PubUc 
Works, 
Canada, 
Datum 


Manitoba Hydrographic Survey 


Aug. 8, 1912 


497.33 


Department of Public Works, Canada 


Nov. 5, 1913 (gauge changed £rom staff to 

automatic). 
Nov. 1, 1914 (changed on account of rise of 

Lake Namakan). 


496.60 


Department of Public Works, Caiiada. . , 


497.00 







This gauge is referred to the following bench mark: 

B. M. No. 2. Top of copper plug cemented into rock on Canadian main 
ehore at head of first Narrows above Kettle Falls, and 25 feet above gauge; 
referenced by 12 inch poplar blazed and marked 50 ft. W. Elevation, 
Public Works, Canada, Datum 506. 50 

This gauge is shown on Plate O, and one of the surveyors is 
pointing out the location of the bench mark by holding a pole on it. 

The readings of this gauge appear in Table 51 and on Plates 98 
to 99A. 

KETTLE FALLS-RAINY LAKE GAUGE 

On August 8th^ 1912, a staff gauge was installed by the Manitoba 
Hydrographic Survey on the Canadian mainland shore about 550 
yards below the falls in the Canadian channel. The zero of this gauge 
was determined by water level transfer of Public Works, Canada, 
datum, from Ranier, Minnesota. This gauge was used by the 

89 
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Department of Public Works, Canada, until August 11th, 1913, when 
a temporary and more accessible gauge was established because the 
gauge reader refused to cross the bay to make the readings. 

This temporary gauge was replaced by a permanent gauge on 
November 5th, 1913. In 1914, a timber crib was built in Rainy 
Lake below the falls, and a new gauge installed on this crib. 

The following instrumental determinations of the zero of this 
gauge have been made: 



By 



Gauge Zero 

; Public 

Date , Works, 

Canada, 

: Datum 



Manitoba llydrop-aphic Survey , ' Aug. 8,1912 i 4«r.64 

Department of Public Works, i'nnada (temporary gauge) ! Aug. 1 1, 1913 490. 24 

Department of Public Works, Canada (permanent gauge) Nov. 5, 1913 490. 50 

Department of Public Works. Canada (permanent gauge re-set) , Nov. 1, 1914 490. 00 

I I 

The readings of this gauge appear in Table 32. The gauge is 
referred to the following bench mark: 

B. M. No. 3. On Canadian shore 1500 feet below Canadian Falls. 
Elevation, Public Works, Canada, Datum 500. 13 

RANIER. MINNESOTA 

The Rainy Lake gauge at Ranier, Minnesota, was estabUshed in 
August, 1911, by the Department of PubUc Works, Canada. This 
gauge consisted of a 12-foot staff located on the easterly side of the 
Ranier wharf. In the fall of 1912 the destruction of the gauge by 
boats necessitated re-setting of the gauge, as indicated in the table 
below. 

On December 6th, 1913, an automatic gauge was established 
on the pier above the Canadian Northern Railroad bridge at Ranier. 
The readings of the staflF gauge, previous to December 6th, 1913, 
were made twice daily, at 8 a. m. and 6 p. m. The following instru- 
mental determinations of the zero of this gauge have been made: 

TClevatlon 
I'ublic Works. 
Canada, Datum 

Aug. 20, 1911, Zero of staff gauge as ostablished by the Department of 

Public Works, Canada 489. 00 

Sept. 21, 1912, Zero of staff gauge (gauge ro-eet) 488. 77 

* Oct. 15, 1912, Zero of staff gauge (gauge re-set) 489. 25 

Dec. 6, 1913, Zero of automatic and staff gauges 488. 00 

In July, 1913, the zero of the old gauge on the Ranier dock was 
found, by the International Boundary Commission, to be llOO.yo 
sea-level datum, or 489.09 Public Works, Canada, datum. 

In the spring of 1915 it was found that at low stages and high rates 
of outflow the automatic gauge gave readings considerably too low. 

* On Oct. lOtb, 1912, the cwige reader reported "Gauge out of oommissloD." 
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PLATE O 



l:.... 



r 




1. Namakan Lake Gauge at Kettle Falls: Man Holding Pole on B. M. 

September 13. 1913 

2. Cable and Car at Kawishiwi Metering Station. 

3. Original Installation of Automatic Gauge on Kawishiwi River (Jear 

Winton 

4. Dam on Kawishiwi River with Automatic Gauge Shelter (not very 

clear) at Left 
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Consequently, another automatic gauge was established at the 
Northern Construction Company's mill farther up in the Lake. 

The readings of the Rainy Lake gauges appear in Tables 31 and 
31 A, and are shown graphically on Plates 90 to 92. 

The Ranier gauge is referred to the following bench marks: 

B. M. No. 8. Located on north Hide of west abutment 1 foot from 
C. N. R. bridge. Elevation, Public Works, Canada, Datum 502. 27 

B^ M. No. 9. Cut in stringer near end of high level on east side of small 
wharf at the end of Main Street, above Bonier. Elevation, Public Works, 
Canada, Datum 498. 14 

In 1913 the International Boundary Commission established the 
following bench mark: 

Ranier, Minn, on shore of Bainy Lake, 6 ft. back of waters edge; 85 

ft. west of boat shop, since burned; 150 feet east of mill building 

coverad with metal; 200 ft. west of pier in Lake, foot of Main Street; in 

top of flat outcrop of rock. Bronze tablet stamped (1111) ft. Elevation 

• Sea-level, Datum (U. S. C. and G. S. 1912 adjustment) 1110. 690 

UPPER POWER HOUSE GAUGE-FORT FRANCES. ONTARIO 

In August, 1911, the Department of Public Works, Canada, estab- 
lished a gauge above the Canadian Power House for the purpose of 
obtaining forebay levels. The elevation of the top of a steel girder 
located at the center of the power house wall was determined, and 
measurements are taken to the water surface from this point. The 
readings are taken three times daily, at 8 a. m., 1 p. m., and 6 p. m. 

Elevation, top of girder, Public Works, Canada, Datum 501. 75 

The readings of this gauge appear in Table 33, and on Plates 90 to 92. 
Public Works, Canada, Datum, at Fort Frances, Ontario, is j&xed 
by what is known as the "500** bench mark, described as foUows: 

Department of Public Works, Canada, B. M. Top of iron boft set ver- 
tically in solid rock, 4 feet from edge of north side of canal, directly 
beneath the Canadian end of the Minnesota and Ontario Power Com- 
pany's bridge: 

Elevation, Public Works, Canada, Datum 500. 00 

Elevation, Sea-level Datum 1111. 61 

A picture of this bench mark is shown on Plate Q. 
There is alsp a permanent bench mark at International Falls, 
Minnesota, being: 

United States Geological Survey, B. M. stamped 1126. Aluminum 
tablet in ledge of solid rock, 300 feet north of First Street, in line with 
Third Avenue and 200 feet west of American end of Minnesota Ontario 
Power Company's bridge: 

Elevation, Public Works, Canada, Datum 512. 763 

Elevation, Sea-level Datum 1124. 376 

Elevations referred to Pubhc Works, Canada, Datum can be re* 
duced to sea-level datum bv the addition of 611.61. 
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UPPER PULP MILL GAUGE-INTERNATIONAL FALLS. MINN. 

About March Ist, 1907, the Minnesota & Ontario Power Company 
established a gauge in quiet water in Rainy River, above Koochi- 
ching Falls, on cofferdam * * B ", near the Fort Frances shore. During 
the latter part of 1908, or the early part of 1909, this gauge was 
moved to cofferdam ''E", near the middle of the River, directly out 
from the first location. Both gauges are reported to have been 
located in quiet water. These earUer gauges were read frequently 
by the Power Company, although not always daily. For the location 
of cofferdams, see ^^Map of Koochiching Falls in State of Nature," 
Plate 76. 

Upon completion of their U. S. grinder plant, the Minnesota & 
Ontario Power Company installed a 15 foot staff gauge, reading 
directly to Public Works, Canada, datum. The gauge was bolted to 
the northeast corner of the grinder room, and is of permanent charac- 
ter. A picture of this gauge is shown on Plate S. This gauge is 
read daily, except Sunday, by the Minnesota & Ontario Power Com- 
pany, and also three times daily by the gauge reader of the Depart- 
ment of PubUc Works. 

The readings of these gauges appear in Table 36, and on Plates 
88 to 92. 

LOWER POWER HOUSE GAUGE 

On March 1st, 1907, the Minnesota & Ontario Power Company 
established a gauge below Koochiching Falls, and from that date on 
frequent, although not always daily, readings were taken of this 
gauge. The gauge is reported to have been fastened to the cofferdam 
below the uncompleted wheel pits of the United States portion of 
the plant, and to have been below any direct influence from the Falls. 

About May, 1910, the Minnesota & Ontario Power Company 
established the present lower powef house or tail water gauge by 
bolting a graduated staff to the downstream side of the dam, ten 
feet north of the Canadian log sluice. This gauge consists of a 20 
foot staff, reading directly to Public Works, Canada, datum. The 
gauge is read daily by the Company, and three times daily by the 
Department of Public Works, Canada. 

The readings of these gauges appear in Tables 34 and 36, and are 
shown graphically on Plates 93 to 97. 

U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY GAUGE ON DOCK-INTERNATIONAL FALLS. MINN. 

On April 20th, 1911, a staff gauge was established by engineers 
of the United States Geological Survey, on a pile at the northwest 
corner of the river dock below International Falls, and about 2000 
feet below the Minnesota and Ontario Power Company's dam. 
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This gauge was read daily by the gauge reader of the Geological 
Survey from its installation up to August 24th; 1914, when the 
readings were discontinued. Beginning with August 14th, 1911, 
the Department of Public Works, Canada, has read this gauge three 
times daily. A staff gauge was used until September 15, 1913, when 
a Stevens automatic recording gauge was installed, by the Depart- 
ment of Public Works, Canada, cooperating with the United States 
Geological Survey, and the staff gauge has since been used merely 
as a check on the automatic. A picture of these gauges is shown 
on Plate S. 

The readings of this gauge appear in Tables 35 and 37, on Plates 
95 to 97. 

On May 22nd, 1911, about a month after the establishment of 
the staff gauge, an iron bolt was set in bed rock a short distance 
below the U. S. Dock at International FaUs, Minnesota, to serve as 
the "initial point'* of the metering section. A line of levels was run 
by engineers of the Department of Public Works, Canada, between 
the 500 bench mark at Fort Frances and this iron bolt, and its eleva- 
tion found to be 469.73. In August, 1911, a line of check levels 
was run by the same Department and the elevation found to be 
469.74. 

On June 8th, 1911, engineers of the United States Geological Sur- 
vey ran a line of levels from a bench, mark at elevation 473.10, to 
jbhe U. S. Dock gauge and determined the gauge zero to be 460.865, 
Public Works, Canada, datum. This bench mark is described as a 
cross on the rock bank at the old meter section on the United States 
side opposite the island and several hundred yards below the gauge. 

It has been stated that the zero of the staff gauge on the dock is 
usually tied in to the bolt constituting the "initial point'', at the time 
of each metering. From records of meterings secured from Various 
sources, it appears that previous to June, 1912, a gauge zero of 
460.76 was generally used, and that from June, 1912, to December 
3l8t, 1914, a gauge zero of 460.79 was used for reduction of gauge 
heights to Public Works, Canada, datum. 

RAINY RIVER. GAUGE-GILLON'S RESIDENCE 

During the progress of surveys of the Rainy River, a staff gauge 
was established by the Department of Public Works, Canada, on a 
small wharf in front of D. J. Gillon's residence, about three miles 
below Fort Frances. This gauge was read daily during July; August, 
September, and October, 1914. The zero of the gauge is 459.33, 
Public Works, Canada, datum. 

The readings of the gauge appear in Table 39. 
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RAINY RIVER GAUGE-LITTLE FORKS. ONTARIO 

A Haskell automatic recording gauge was established by the De- 
partment of Public Works, Canada, in 1914, at Little Forks, Ontario, 
a short distance above the mouth of the Little Fork River, and has 
been in operation continuously since June 1st, 1914. 

Zero of gauge, December 31st, 1914, is 457.00," Public Works, 
Canada, datum. The readings of this gauge appear in Table 40. 

RAINY RIVER GAUGE-BIG FORK. ONTARIO 

A staflf gauge was established by the Department of Public Works, 
Canada* on September 20th, 1911, at Big Fork, Ontario, a short 
distance above the mouth of the Big Fork River. The gauge con- 
sisted of a 12-foot staff located on a pile at the southwest side of the 
Big Fork dock. Daily readings of this gauge were taken for a short 
period in 1911, and, except during the winter of 1913-1914, continu- 
ously since May 1st, 1912. 

Zero of gauge, December Slst, 1914, Public Works, Canada, Datum . . . 458. 00 
B. M. No. 21, on elm tree about 150 feet below Big Fork Dock, Elevation, 
Public Works, Canada, Datum : 478. 24 

The readings of this gauge appear in Table 41, and are shown 
graphically on Plates 102 to 104A. 

RAINY RIVER GAUGE—EMO. ONTARIO 

A stafif gauge was established by the Department of Public Works, 
Canada, in 1911, at Emo, Ontario. The gauge consists of a 15-foot 
staff located on a pile near the southwest comer of the Emo dock. 

Readings of this gauge have been taken by the Department of 
Public Works, Canada, at irregular intervals since September, 1911. 
Readings of this gauge were taken by the Manitoba Hydrographic 
Survey during the fall of 1912, and the winter of 1912-1913. 

Elevation 

PubUc Works, 

Canada, Datum 

Zero of Gauge as established in 1911 457. 53 

Oct. 6, 1912, Zero of Gauge (Gauge re-set) 455. 37 

Mar. 22, 1913, Zero of Gauge 455. 40 

Aug. 1, 1914, Zero of Gauge (Gauge re-set) 455. 80 

Elevation 

I*ublic Works, 

Canada, Datum 

B. M. No. 30 On smaU elm, in field opposite head of first island above 
Emo 467.90 

B. M. No. 31 On small spruce below clump of trees near upper end of 
Emo 467.60 

The readings of this gauge appear in Tables 43 ftnd 43, and a,v^ 
shown graphically on Plates 102 to 104A. 
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UPPER LONG SAULT RAPIDS GAUGE— RAINY RIVER— BIRCHDALE. MINNESOTA 

A staff gauge was established by the Department of Public 
Works, Canada, on October 4th, 1911, at Birchdale, Minnesota, above 
the Long Sault Rapids. The gauge consists of a 12 foot staff located 
on the south side of the rock filled crib in the center of the Rainy 
River above the Rapids. 

Daily readings of this gauge have been taken by the Department 
of Pubhc Works during the open season from October, 191 1, to Decem- 
ber, 1913, and continuously since April 5, 1914. 

Elevation 
Public Works, 
Canada, Datum 

December 31, 1914, Zero of gauge 446.00 

B. M. No. 39 Top point of upright boulder, appearing as pinnacle of 

tower, just above first rapid 461 . 03 

B.M.N0.39A Bolt in plate a% N. E. corner of pier 458.57 

B. M. Nail in cone of root of poplar tree on river bank near Ogren'a 

finding 459. 65 

June 26, 1915, Zero of gauge 446. 05 

Zero of temporary gauge on observer's dock 446. 29 

The readings of this gauge appear in Table 44, and are shown 
graphically on Plates 102 to 104A. 

LOWER LONG SAULT RAPIDS GAUGE-RAINY RIVER— BIRCHDALE. MINNESOTA 

A staff gauge was established by engineers of the International 
Joint Commission, on March 26th, 1914, at Birchdale, Minnesota, 
below the Long Sault Rapids. The gauge consists of three, 3-foot 
sections of enamelled metal gauge nailed toa 2 x 6 stud which is 
securely attached to the cribwork of the wing pier extending out 
from the Minnesota side at the foot of the Rapids. 

Daily readings of this gauge have been taken by the gauge reader 
of the International Joint Commission, since April 1st, 1914. 

Mar. 26, 1914, Zero of Gauge Public Works Datum 444. 00 

B. M. Highest point on rock 3 feet in diameter, between two poplar 
stumps back of shanty at end of pier. Elevation, Tublic Works, Canada, 
Datum 457. 60 

The readings of this gauge appear in Tal)lo 45, and are shown 
graphically on Plates 104 and 104A. 

RAINY RIVER GAUGE-BOUCHERVILLE. ONTARIO 

A staff gauge was established by the Department of Public 
Works, Canada, in October, 1911, at BoucherviUe, Ontario. This 
gauge consists of a 12-foot staff, located on the southwest side of the 
BoucherviUe dock. 
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Daily readings of this gauge have been taken by the Department 
of Public Works, Canada, during the open season since 1911, although 
in 1913 the readings are not entirely continuous. 

Dec. 31, 1914, Zero of Gauge. Public Works, Canada, Datum 443. 00 

B. M. No. 43 Top of upstream pile of second row below BoucherviUe 
dock. Elevation Public Works, Canada, Datum 450. 42 

The readings of this gauge appear in Table 46, and are ^hown 
graphicaUy on Plates 102 to 104A. 

RAINY RIVER GAUGE-PINEWOOD. ONTARIO 

A Staff gauge was estabUshed by the Department of Public. 
Works, Canada, on July 13th, 1914, at Pinewood, Ontario. Daily 
readings of this gauge have been taken since its installation by this 
Department. • 

The readings of this gauge appear in Table 48. 

Dec. 31, 1914, Zero of Gauge— Public Works, Canada, Datum 443. 70 

RAINY RIVER GAUGE— RAINY RIVER. ONTARIO. 

A staff gauge was established by the Department of PubUc 
Works, Canada, at Rainy River, Ontario, on May 11th, 1912. This 
gauge consists of a 9-foot staff located on a pile near the west side 
and imdemeath the Rainy River dock near the River View Hotel. 

In July, 1913, a Haskell automatic recording gauge was installed 
on the same dock and the old staff gauge replaced by a new one. 

Daily readings have been taken at this station by the Depart- 
ment of Public Works, Canada, since its installation, except for a 
period of irregular readings during the latter part of 1913 and the 
early part of 1914. 

May 11, 1912, Zero of Gauge. Public Works, Canada, Datum 438. 63 

July, 1913, Zero of Gauge (stafT gauge reset and automatic gauge installed) 
Public Works, Canada, Datum 443.00 

B. M. No. 56 On brass plug near S. E. comer of cement power house 
above Rainy River wharf. Elevation Public Works, Canada, Datum 454. 28 

B. M. No, 57 Small nut in center of top of hydrant on first comer above 
River View Hotel, Elevation Public Works, Canada, Datum 457. 11 

The readings of thia gauge appear in Table 47 and on Plates 102 
to 104A. 

RAINY RIVER GAUGE-BAUDETTC. MINNESOTA 

A gauge was established by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, 
on August 16th, 1912, at Baudette, Minnesota. This gauge was read 
daily by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey until the freeze-up, and 
then weekly up to February 9th, 1913. 

Aug. 16, 1912. Zero of Gauge Public Worka, Canada, Datum 445. 24 

The readings of this gauge appear in Table 49, and are shown 
graphically on Plates 102 and 103. 
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VERMOJON LAKE GAUGE-TOWER. MINNESOTA 

On October 9th, 1913, a staflf gauge was established by engi- 
neers of the International Joint Commission, on Lake Vermilion, 
at the city of Tower, Minnesota. 

This gauge consists of a vertical staflf reading from to 6 feet^ 
nailed to a pile on the north side of the Duluth & Iron Range Railroad 
Company's dock, which is about 500 feet north of the Cook & Ketcham 
Lumber Company's saw mill. Except for a short period in the spring 
of 1914, when it was impossible to read the gauge on account of logs, 
daily readings have been taken of this gauge since its estabhshment. 

The gauge was set to an assumed datum, and is referred to the 
following bench marks. 

Feet. 

B. M. No. 1. On rock outcrop 3 feet wide, 80 paceB east of gauge, between 
aide tracks, and 35 paces south from center of north tracks, marked with 
paint '*B. M. 1." Elevation above zero of gauge 9. 13 

B. M. No. 2. On small 18'''' rock outcrop 6 feet northwest of B. M. No. 1, 
marked with paint "B. M. 2." Elevation above zero of gauge 8. 10 

B. M. No. 3. On small rock outcrop 15 paces west of B. M. No. 1, marked 
with paint " B. M. 3." Elevation above zero of gauge / 7. 68 

B. M. No. 4. On rock 5''x2^ loc*ated at water's edge, and 20 paces west of 
B. M. No. 1, marked with paint "B. M. 4." Elevation above zero of gauge. 4. 82 

The gauge zero was checked on May 23rd, 1914, and found to be 
correct. 
The readings of this gauge appear in Table 52. 

BIG FORK RIVER GAUGEr-BIG FALLS. MINN. 

This station was established on August 27th, 1909, by Mr. G. A. 
Gray, of the United States Geological Survey. A staflf gauge was 
fastened to a pile at the upstream side of the right hand end of the 
approach to the Minnesota & International Railroad bridge. The 
zero of the gauge was checked on April 5th, 1911, and found to be 
correct. . 

Logs interfered to such an extent with the relation of discharge 
to gauge heights that on June 10th, 1911, a new gacugc was fastened 
to an overhanging stump on the left bank of the river about 500 feet 
below the foot of the rapids. This gauge was referred to the following 
bench marks. 

Feet. 
B. M. No. 1. Highest point on granite boulder 38^ downstream from the 

gauge — top of bank. Elevation above zero of gauge 18. 03 

B. M. No. 2. Nail driven flush in stump — top of bank 20^ back from gauge. 

Elevation above zero of gauge 15. 74 

Readings were taken of both gauges for some time in order to 
determine the relation between gauge heights at the two points on 
the stream. Because of the eflTect of log jams, however, it is doubtful 
whether the ascertained correlation holds under all condilioDS. 
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On June llth, 1911, a cable with car for making meter measure- 
ments was erected about i mile below the new gauge. Prior to this 
date discharge measurements had been made from the railroad bridge 
which makes^a decided angle with the stream. 

The zero of the gauge was checked on February 24th, 1912, and 
on June 15th, 1912, by engineers of the U. S. Geological Survey, and a 
change of .02 foot made in the gauge on the latter date. 

Because of the prevalence of log jams on thia stream, which 
nullified the normal relationship between gauge height and discharge, 
gauge readings were discontinued at this station on September 30th, 
1912. Occasional discharge measurements, however, have since 
been made, as funds permitted. 

The records of discharge measurements appear in Table 66, 
and the daily discharge records in Table 80. 

LTFTLE FORK RIVER GAUGEr-LITTLE FORK. MINNESOTA 

This station was established in 1909 by Mr. J. C. Hoyt, of the 
United States Geological Survey, at the lower of the two highway 
bridges crossing the Little Fork River near Little Fork post oflBce. 

A staflf gauge, reading from 5 to 11 feet, was fastened to the 
piling of the downstream left abutment of the bridge, and referred 
to the following bench marks. 

B. M. No. 1. Nail head in 12 inch stump at the left end of bridge one rod 
from approach on the downstream side of river bank. Elevation above 
zero of gauge 19. 51 

B. M. No. 2. Nail head in stump 5 feet nearer the bridge than B. M. No. 1. 
Elevation above zero of gauge 20. 39 

B. M. No. 3. Nail driven horizontally into second pile from upstream side 
of second trestle bent from left end of bridge. Nail about 3 feet from ground. 
Elevation above zero of gauge .' . 18. 10 

A new sectional gauge, reading from 3 feet to 18 feet, was 
installed on April 4th, 1911. 

The zero of the gauge was checked on August 26th, 1909, April 
4th, 1911, June 14th, 1912, May 1st, 1913, July 30th, 1913, May 16th, 
1914, August 14th, 1914, and March 27th, 1915. A small correction 
was made in the upper sections of the gauge on June 14th, 1912, 
August 14th, 1914, and March 27th, 1915. 

All gauge heights affected by changes in the datum of some of 
the gauge sections were corrected in accordance with the errors 
found. 

The records of discharge measurements appear in Table 66, and 
the daily discharge records in Table 79. 

VERMILION RIVER GAUGES-OUTLET OF LAKE VERMUJON 

This station was established May 17th, 1911, by Mr. Robert Fol- 
lansbee, of the United States Geological Survey, in the rapids 200 
feet below the low timber and rock fill dam, at the outlet of the Lake. 
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Partially Destroyed Dam at Outlet of Lake Vermilion— 1914 




LOQQiNQ Dam at Outlet of Garden Lake— 1914 



P-v: 



Completed Dam in Canadian Channel at Kettle Falls 
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A staff gauge reading from to 6 feet was attached to an orer- 
hanging tree and to a rock on the left bank of the stream. It was 

referred to the following bench marks. 

tmc 
B. M. No. 1. Nail bent over in tree to which cable la attached on left 

bank. Elevation above zero of the gauge 4. 98 

B. M. No. 2. Two nails in root of 6 inch poplar tree to which cable ta 

looped. Left bank of river. Elevation above zero of the gauge 3.66 

B. M. No. 3. Groes on flat rock 6 feet by 5 feet by 2 feet high on right 
aide of portage train 3 feet from tree to which cable is attached. Elevation 
above zero of the gauge 5.24 

The zero of the gauge was checked on January 16th, 1912| 
October 16th, 1912, July 2nd, 1913, October 7th, 1913, and May 20th, 
1914. An error of .08 feet was found in the gauge zero on October 
7th, 1913. The error resulted from the breaking of one of the braces 
holding the gauge in position. The gauge was replaced with its sero 
at the original elevation. The error was .distributed over the period 
since the last preceding check, because the exact date of the breaking 
of the brace had not been recorded by the observer. 

. Dischaige measurements are made from a cable a short distance 
below the gauge except at high water, when they are made from a 
boat about a mile down stream. The records of discharge measure- 
ments appear in Table 64, and the daily discharge records in Table 81. 

KAWISMWI RIVER GAUGEr-NEAR WINTON. MINNESOTA 

A Stevens automatic recording gauge was established during the 
latter part of September, 191 2, by the International Joint Commission, 
codperating with the United States Geological Survey, at Kawishiwi 
Falls, 2i miles east of Winton, Minnesota. This gauge was located 
at a point on the right bank of the Kawishiwi River about 500 feet 
above Fall Lake, and in the pond just above the St. Croix Lumber 
Company's dam at Kawishiwi Falls. The Kawishiwi River at this 
point connects Garden and Fall Lakes. A photograph of the original 
installation, together with one of the cable and car used in making 
discharge measurements is shown on Plate O. A staff gauge, fas- 
tened to the gauge shelter, furnishes a check on the automatic gauge. 
Later in 1913, the Stevens gauge was replaced by a Friez gauge. 

During the high water of June, 1914, the lower part of the instal- 
lation, together with the float and weight, was carried away by 
floating logs. The location of the gauge was changed and a concrete 
well was built shghtly below the dam, in a spot protected from 
floating logs and debris, and connected with the pool above by a 
pipe through the dam. The miaaing parts of' the automatic gauge 
were replaced, and the new gauge put in operation about July Ist, 
1914. A photograph of the present installation is shown on Plate OJ 

98896—17 8 
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The gauge is set to an assumed datum, the zero of which is 0.12 
foot below the crest of the dam. It is referred to the following bench 
marks. 

Feet. 

B. M. No. 1. Top large rock about 12 feet southeast of B. M. No. 2, and 
about 60 feet northeast of gauge. Elevation above gauge zero 8. 16 

B. M. No. 2. Top large cone-shaped rock, 56 feet northeast of old gauge. 
Elevation above gauge zero 11. 10 

The zero of the gauge was checked on April 28th, 1913, and on 
May 22nd, 1914, and found correct. 

The gauge is visited weekly by the gauge reader, who changes the 
recording sheet and reads the staff gauge as a check on the automatic/ 
During the winter the automatic gauge is not operated, and weekly 
readings, only, of the staff gauge are obtained. However, this, gives 
an accurate record of flow, us the gates at the logging dam are not 
manipulated during the winter months. The weekly sheets are sent 
to the St. Paul Office of the U. S. Geological Survey, where the daily 
discharge is worked up. 

The records of discharge measurements appear in Table 67, and 
the daily discharge records in Table 82. 

LAKE OF THE WOODS GAUGE-OAK POINT NEAR MOUTH OF RAINY RIVER. MINNESOTA 

A staff gauge was established at Curry's wharf at Oak Point, 
near the mouth of Rainy River, by the late Mr. F. D. Granger of the 
International Boundary Commission, in July, 1913, with a zero of 
1056.90 sea*level datum. This gauge was read three times daily 
from July 28th, to October 20th, 1913. 

From July 20th, to November 18th, 1914, a gauge, with its zero 
at 1057.98, was also maintained at Oak Point by the engineers of the 
International Joint Commission, readings being taken twice daily. 

A picture of this gauge is shown on Plate S. 

During June, 1914, while dredging operations were in progress 
ndar the mouth of Rainy River, a gauge with its zero at 447.20 Public 
Works, Canada, datimti, was maintained, in the same location, by 
the Department of Public Works, Canada. Daily readings of this 
gauge were taken only during June, 1914. 

The International gauges were referred to the following tempo- 
rary bench marks. No really permanent objects were found on Oak 
Point, which is now a sandy island. 

T. B. M. No. 1. Nail driven horizontally in one of laigest poplar trees 
back of Mr. Curry's house about 300 feet north of gauge. Elevation 
Seaplevel Datum 1066.47 

T. B. M. No. 2. Nail driven vertically ins cone on poplar tree a few 
leet east of B. M. No. 1. Elevation Sea-level Datum .' 1066. 88 

The readings of these gauges appear in Tables 17, 19, and 50. 
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LAKE OP THE WOODS GAUGE^-^AK ISLAND. Mlh^lEBOTA 

A staff gauge was established by the late Mr. F. D. Granger, of 
the International Boundary Commission, at Oak Island, Minnesota^ 
in June, 1912. Readings of this gauge were taken three times daily 
by the Boundary Commission during the field seasons of 1912 and 
1913, and twice daily by the International Joint Commission during 
the field season of 1914. The zero of this gauge was determined 
during the correlation of gauges in October, 1912, and in March, 1914. 
See Plates 16 and 17. A picture of the gauge is shown on Plate S. 

Zero of Gauge. Elevation Sea-level Datum 1064. 60 

P. B. M. Copper plug surmounted by flat plate leaded into highest 
point of rock 89 feet west of gauge and about 10 feet back from water's 
edge. Elevation Sea-level Datum 1064. 40 

The readings of this gauge appear in Tables 16 and 18. 

LAKE OF THE WOODS GAUGES-WARROAD. MINr4ESOTA 

The several gauges which were installed at Warroad, Minnesota, 
and read at various times in the past, will be described in connection 
with the discussion of ''Observed Lake Levels". The readings of 
these gauges appear in Tables 8 and 15, and are shown graphically 
on Plates 42 to 50. 

The foUowing are the principal bench marks at Warroad, 
Minnesota: 

International Joint Commiasion B. M. in school yard. Top of copper 
plug in concrete block, carried below frost line, and located near fence, 
in front of and to the west of new school house. EstabUahed October 
3rd, 1912. Elevation, Sea-level Datum 1068.797 

IJ. S. Engineer B. M. 303. 1100 feet east of Lake Street crossing of 
Canadian Northern Railway, 145 feet east of Mr. Moody's residence, 40 
feet north of edge of river and 55 feet southeast of comer of outbuilding 
on Mr. Moody's grounds. 

Top of cap of iron post B. M. 303, Oct. 1, 1912, Elevation, Sea-level 
Datum 1066. 956 

Tile B. M. 303, Oct. 1, 1912, Elevation, Sea-level Datum' 1062. 021 

United States Geological Survey B. M. 1069. 39 feet southwest of 
crossing of Lake and State Streets, on public school grounds, 163 feet 
east of school house. Iron post stamped ''1069 " . Elevation, Sea-level 
Datum: 1067.840 

Canadian Geodetic Survey B. M. 12-E. In west foundation waU of 
Warroad post office, 5 inches below concrete blocks and 6 feet 3 inches 
from southwest comer of building. This is a concrete block building 
on the north side of Lake Street about 400 feel east of the Canadian 
Northern Railway. 

Elevation, Canadian Geodetic Survey Datum 1070.087 

Elevation, Sea-level Datum 1069. 90S 
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LAKE OF THE WOODS GAUGES-KENORA. NORMAN» AND KEEWATIN. ONTARIO 

The several gauges which were installed in the Lake, and in the 
forebays and tailracee of the mills and power plants at the various 
outlets of the Lake from time to time, will be described in con- 
nection with the observed lake and tail water levels. The readings 
of these gauges appear in Tables 6, 7, 9 to 14, 20, and 22, and are 
shown graphioally on Plates 39 to 67. 

The following are some of the principal bench marks in the 
vicinity of the outlets of the Lake of tiie Woods: 



I>€8eripiioii. 



ElevAtioo 



▲T KBNOKA. 

W. P. S. B. K. 228. 300 feet N.B.ftomKflnon power house 

W. P. B. B. IC. "A". In concxete floor at N. W. oonier of Kenore power house. . 
W. P.B. B.U.**B'\ At base of tower 60 fMtN. E.fhmi Knora power house.. 
W. P. B. B. H. "C". SO feet north of west abutment of Keoora traffic bridge.... 
W.P.B.B.H."D". OnS.B.con]erofC.P.R.8ubwa7atK:enora 



AT NORICAH. 

W. P. 8. B. IC. "F". On 8. W. comer of east abutment of Norman traffic bridge 

W.P.B.B.H."Q". On south side of east abutment of briise over Western Outlet 

W. P. 8. B. If. <' J". In rock at south abutment of Norman Dam 

W. P. B. B. H. *'L". In rock at north abutment of Norman Dam 

Keewatin Power B. IC. On top of fishway abutment of Norman dam, marked 104.37 — 
W. P. 8. B. IL "H". On 8ou& shore of west Branch of Winnip^ liiver at metering sec- 
tion. North Tunnel Island 

Initial Point. North Tunnel Island meter sectkm 



▲T KSBWAIIN. 

W. p. 8. B. H. "H". Eastsideof south abutment of Keewatin River bridge. 

W.P.8.B.M."N,?'. 60 feet N.B.lCm "A" power house 

W.P.S.B.H. Top of flume abutment, MiU^'C" 

C.P.R.B.M. At Keewatin. C. P. R. Etovation 1092.80 

W.P.S.B.H."R". At south end Keewatin lake bridge 



104S^01 
1047.19 
1066.41 
1067.66 
1089.41 



1063.68 
1068.67 
1068.60 
106L96 
1064.36 

1044.87 
104L19 



1044.91 
1044.19 
1064.08 
1088.68 
1060.90 



WINNIPEG RIVER GAUGE-BEIjOW OLD FX>RT ISLAND 

A staff gauge was established by the Manitoba Hydrograpbic 
Survey in the pool of the Winnip^ River directly below Old Fort 
Island on October 8, 1914. Readings of this gauge were taken 
daily from its establishment up to December A, 1914, when the sta^ 
tion was discontinued for the winter. 

The readings of the gauge together with the gauge zero appear 
in Table 24 and the readings are shown graphically on Plate 67. 

WINNIPEG RIVER GAUGEr-MlNAia ONTARIO 

In September, 1913, a staff gauge was established by the Mani- 
toba Hydrographic Survey at Minaki, Ontario, near the east end of 
the National Transcontinental Railway bridge. Readings of this gauge 
are available from September 24, 1913, to December 5, 1914, and 
from May 18 to December 31, 1916. 

These readings appear in Table 23 and are shown graphically 
on Plates 66 to 67A. 
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OBSERVED WATER LEVELS— LAKE OF THE WOODS 

SUMMARY OF AVAILABLE RECORDS 

The following records of lake stages, and records of water levels in 
the various head races or canals leading from the Lake to the turbines 
of mills and power plants, are available for certain years between 
1892 and 1914: 



1. Reoords of Mr. James C. Koinedy, Engineer for the Keewatin Power Company: 

Lake levels observed at Norman, Ontario, from October, 1882, to October, 1886, 
andfromJuly to December, 1888 

2. Records of the Depctftment of Public Works, Ontario: Lake levels observed at 

Norman, Ontario, from November, 1888, to November, 1806, and at Keewatin, 
Ontario, from November, 1806, to date 

3. Beoordsofthe United States War Department: Lake levels observed at Warroad, 

ICtamesota, from Mav, 1888, to January, 1800: May to September, 1803; March 
to October, 1804; and practically continuously from April, 1806, to date 

4. Records of the Lake of the Woods MUling Company: Fore bay levels at Mill " A," 

at Keewatin. Ontario, observed several times a month during most of the 

period from 1886 to 1812 

6. Records of Kenora Municipal Power Plant: Fore bay levels observed at Kenora, 
Ontario, from A ugust , 1807, to date 

6. Records of Ontario Hydp-Electric Power Commission: Lake levels observed at 

Kenora, Ontario, from October, 1806 to May, 1806 

7. Reoords of Mr. George Drewry : Lake levels ooserved at his boathouse at Kenora, 

Ontario, on occasional calm days between 1808 and 1812 

8. Records of Mr. Wm. Lyon: Fore bay levels observed at the head works of the 

Keewatin Lumber and Manufacturme Company's Plant, at Keewatin. Ontario, 

on occasiaoal days between 1888 and 1802, and again between 1804 ana 1806 

8. Record of A. Pringle: Fore bay level above old Kenora Municipal Power Plant 
taken during discharge measurement on July 28, 1808 

10. Records of Mr. O. M. Wynn: Fore bay levels observed above the site of the old 

Kenora Municipal Power Plant during the construction of the present plant, on 
occasional days from June to October, 1806 

11. Records of Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, Water Power Branch, Canada: Lake 

levels observed at the Keewatin Lake Bridge, Keewatin, Ontario, from June, 
1813, to date 

12. Reoords of the International Boundary Commission, and the Intematiooal Joint 

Commission: Lake levels observed at Wanroad, Oak Island, and Oak Point, 
Mhmesota, during the sunmier seasons of 1812, 1813, and 1814 




CORRELATION OF DATUMS 

The records of observed water levels on the Lake of the Woods 
express stages in relation to varioiis datums. In order that these 
records might be readily compared, it was necessary to make a cor- 
relation of the datums used and to reduce all of the gauge readings 
to one common datum. For this purpose, the United States Coast 
and Geodetic Survey and the United States Geological Survey sea- 
level datum, 1912 adjustment, at Warroad, Minnesota, is used. 

The United States Coast and Geodetic Survey carried its lines 
of precise levels to Stephen, Minnesota, about 100 miles southwest 
from the southerly shore of the Lake of the Woods. From the 
Greodetic Survey's bench mark at Crookston, Minnesota, on the line 
to Stephen, the United States Geological Survey carried precise 

lOS 
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levek to Warroad, Minnesota, on the southwestern shore of the 
Lake. In order that full assurance may be felt toward the eleva- 
tions of bench marks in Warroad, Minnesota, as determined by the 
United States Geological Survey, it may be well to quote Mr. R. B. 
Marshall, Chief Geographer of the Geological Survey, as follows: 

** Instruments and rods of the highest grade were used. The allowable divergence 
between the forward and backward lines in feet is represented by the formula, 
0.017VS» in which D is the distance in miles between bench marks.'' 

As the precise levels which have been carried to Keewatin, 
Ontario, and to Warroad, Minnesota, by the Canadian Geodetic 
Survey, are based upon the United States Coast and Geodetic Sur- 
vey elevations at Stephen, Minnesota, we have concluded to adopt 
as sea-level datum, for the purpose of this investigation, the datum 
used by the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey, and the 
United States Geological Survey, in their 1912 adjusted elevations 
of the United States Engineer Bench Mark No. '303 at Warroad, 
Minnesota. The Canadian levels check those of the United States 
at Warroad, to within plus 0.18 ft. ; and also check the United States 
sea-level datiun, at Keewatin, Ontario, transferred by us, by water 
levels, from Warroad to within minus 0.02 ft. 

At the time the United States Geological Survey carried its 
levels into Warroad in July, 1907, the party established a pipe 
bench mark in the school grounds of that town, and fortunately, 
also, determined the elevation of the tile and pipe Bench Mark No. 
303, in* Mr. Moody's yard, established by engineers of the United 
States War Department in 1899. All engineers who have used 
these two bench marks agree that the Army Engineer's bench 
mark is the more permanent of the two, — that of the Geological 
Survey gives evidence of having been disturbed because the top is 
more or less battered, apparently from pounding with rocks; and 
besides, the bench mark appears to have been subjected to some 
heaving by frost. We have, therefore, accepted the 1912 adjusted 
elevation of the United States Army Engineer Bench Mark No. 303, 
as furnished us through the United States Coast and Greodetic Sur- 
vey, and the United States Geolc^cal Survey, and have endeavored 
to fix the datum which we have adopted, still more permanently, 
through the construction of a massive concrete bench mark on the 
school grounds at Warroad, details of this bench mark are shown in 
the accompanying sketch. Precise levels were carried by the Cana- 
dian Geodetic Survey between Bench Mark No. 303 and the concrete 
bench mark, which will hereafter be referred to as the International 
Joint Conmoission Bench Mark at Warroad. 

Having adopted a sea-level datum at Warroad, Minnesota, it 
was desirable to transfer this datum across the Lake, so that all 
gauge readings on the Lake of the Woods might be reduced to this 
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datum. Immediately after the Hearings held in October, 1912, a 
preliminary transfer of sea-level datum was made by means of half- 
hourly gauge readings taken at the various Lake of the Woods 
gauges, and extending over a period of thirteen consecutive days. 
A more refined transfer of sea-level datum from Warroad to Kenora, 
and other points on the Lake of the Woods, was made while the 
Lake was covered with ice, on March 12th, 13th, and 14th, 1914. By 
means of hook gauges, hourly readings of water levels were made 
day and night from 9 a. m., March 12th to 6 p. m., March 14th. 
Temperature, barometric pressure, 
wind and weather conditions were 
also observed. The essential data 
pertaining to both the 1912 and the 
1914 transfers of sea-level datum 
are shown on Plates 16, 17, and 18. 

The readings of the hook gauge, 
at Warroad, Minnesota, during the 
transfer of sea-level datuni, were 
tied in directly to the International 
Joint Commission's permanent 
bench mark, previously described. 
It is interesting to note that the 
average difference between sea-level 
datum at Warroad and the local 
datum- at Keewatin, as determined 
from the average open water read- 
ings of the three calm days chosen 
out of the thirteen days over which 

readings extended, during October, ^T^'X^ m w-^'S-S!"" 
1912, agrees within less than .01 

foot of the final determination made by the more refined methods of 
March, 1914. The transfer of elevations by water levels, whenever 
large bodies of water are available, is common practice on Government 
surveys, and imder the methods adopted by us the results are per- 
fectly reliable. 

The effect of wind on the readings of the various Lake of the 
Woods gauges is well exemplified by the half-hourly readings taken 
during the preliminary correlation of October, 1912, shown graphically 
on Plate 16. Wind effect must frequently be taken into considera* 
tion in the determination of mean lake levels, particularly when the 
available gauge readings have all been taken at the same end of the 
Lake. It is interesting to note that, at 1:30 p. m. on Oct. 7, 1912, 
the Lake was .82 foot lower at Warroad, Minnesota, than at Kee- 
watin, Ontario; and two days later, as the result of brisk Southwest 
winds shifting to northeast winds, it was .80 foot higher. It is also 



Digitized by 



Google 



106 



BBPOBT OF OONBULTINa BNGIKEEBS 



intereBting to note that on October 18/ 1912, the lake rose 1.04 feet 
in six hours at Oak Point, near the mouth of the Rainy River, as the 
result of a gale from the northwest. Evidently, changes in lake 
stages of a foot or more, following a shift in the wind, are very 
common occurrences on the Lake of the Woods — as on other lakes, 
more especially the shallower ones — and these changes must be 
taken into consideration, not only in deriving mean lake levels from 
observed gauge readings, but also in weighing the effects, on the 
various interests involved, of any proposed regulation of levels. 

LOCAL GAUGE READINGS EQUIVALENT TO VARIOUS SEA-LEVEL ELEVA. 
TIONS-^-AKE OF THE WOODS 





Local Gauge RoidingB During Specified Periods 




SeMml BItTmCion 1912 
Adfostnunt 


WantMd Lake Gauge 


Kennedy 

Lake Gauge 

Nonnan 


Public Works, Ontario. 

LakeGauM 
••Norman and Keewatln 


Water 
Power 
Survey 
Datum 


A 


•1809-1911 
and Apr. 1 
1914, to date. 

B 


JuiM 1,1912, 

liar 31,1914 

C 


Dec., 1806 
D 

94.0 

95.0 

96.0 

97.0 

98.0 

99.0 

100.0 

101.0 

102.0 

103.0 

104.0 


Nov. 19, 1806^ 

Oct. 31, 1906 

Di 

94.0 

95.0 

96.0 

97.0 

98.0 

99.0 

100.0 

101.0 

102.0 

103.0 

104.0 


Dec. 1, 1906, 

to 

date 

£ 


P 


1054 


0.4 
1.4 
2.4 
3.4 
4.4 
5.4 
6.4 
7.4 
8.4 
9.4 
10.4 


-0.6 
0.4 
1.4 
2.4 
3.4 
4.4 
5.4 
6.4 
7.4 
8.4 
9.4 


92,9 

93.9 

. 94.9 

95.9 

96.9 

97.9 

98.9 

99.9 

100.9 

101.9 

102.9 


1052. 7 


1055 


1053. 7 


1056 


1054.7 


1057 


1055.7 


1058 


1056. 7 


1059 


1057. 7 


1060 


1058.7 


1061 


1059. 7 


1062 


1060.7 


1063 


1061.7 


1064 


1062.7 







• Since 1809 the United States War Department has maintained a gauge at Wanoad, now known as the 
"Oki U. 8. Engineer Gauge." This gauge is sUU attached to the old dock and consists of a board, with its 
craduations marked by means of brass tacks. The dock to which the gauge is attached shows unmistaka- 
ble signs of having been heaved by frost, and the original gauge nro of 1053.6 does not apply after November 
80,1911. 

The International Boundary Commission, in liay, 1912, established a gauge at Warroad. known as the 
"Grangw Gauge." The Canadian Geodetic Survey, in July, 1913, determined the lero of this gauge to be 
1054.(f0. 

In Marob, 1014, the Intmational Joint Commission. ooOperatinff with the United States War Department, 
established a new gauge at Warroad, known as the "New U. 8. Engineer Gauge," with its sero at substan- 
tiallythe same da&m as the "Old U. 8. Engineer Gauge." 

** The Public Works, Ontario, lake gauge was located at Norman firom November 19, 1808, to October 31 , 
1906, and at Keewatln bom December 1, 1906, to date. 

Note: For detailed <dieoks of these gauges see chapter on " Observed Water Levels— Lake of the Woods." 
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RECORDS OF JAMES C KENNEDY AT NORMAN. ONTARIO 

The earliest records of water levels on the Lake of the Woods 
which we have heen able to secure are those taken by Mr. James C. 
Kennedy, formerly Resident Engineer for the KeewaCin Power 
Company. 

These reqords of Mr. Kennedy constitute the first recorded lake 
stages which were definitely referenced to a datum which has been 
preserved, and the elevation of which it has been possible to determine 
with reference to sea-level datum. Kennedy's gauge heights were all 
referred to what is known as the '400 '' datum atKeewatin and Kenora. 
This datum has been preserved by a bench mark on one of the piers 
of the Norman Dam, and by certain marks cut on rocks in various 
portions of the Lake of the Woods. 

According to a statement made by Mr. Kennedy, his information 
regarding this ''100'' datum came from Mr. T. Tumbull.* 

Mr. Tumbull, in December, 1891, made some preliminary sur- 
veys for the Keewatin Power Company. On this occasion he selected 
a datmn 100 feet below the surface of the Lake of the Woods as he 
then found it. Mr. Turnbull has stated "I started my levels, taking 
the surface of the ice in the Lake of the Woods as elevation ' 100'". 
He cut a crow's foot in the rock shore of the Wfestem Outlet at this 
assumed elevation. 

Mr. Kennedy has stated that when he arrived at the Lake of 
the Woods, he learned of the existence of, and subsequently foimd, 
TumbuU's 100 Bench Mark. It was cut on a sloping rock near the 
down-stream side of the westerly end of the old Rollerway Dam. 

Mr. WiUiam Kennedy (a brother of James C. Kennedy), has 
furnished the following memorandum from his note book, which, he 
says, is information supplied, at the time, by Mr. Tumbull respecting 
his bench mark. 

North aide of road near W. end of highway bridge elevation 100.00 B. M. f cut 
on rock on ahore say 20-30 feet down stream from bridge. 

In estabUshing his vertical staff gauge on a portion of the old 
Rollerway Dam, Kennedy assumed Tumbull's crow-foot mark as at 
elevation 100, and leveled across from this mark, placing the 100- 
foot mark of his gauge on the same level as the crow-foot bench mark. 

A plotted record of the early gauge heights taken by Kennedy 
and his assistants is in Mr. A. V. White's possession, and a cut of a 
portion of one of the charts is shown on Plate R. The earliest 
recorded lake stage on these charts is a single record of t98.18 on July 
15th, 1889, and another record of {99.38 on July 15th, 1890. From 

•Mr. Turnbull was associated wJth some of the earlier engineering actiylties connected with the loca- 
tion and construction of the Canadian Paoiflo Railway. Compare ififira^ p. 171. 

1 1068.18 ie»4eTel datuia. 1 1050.38 sea-tovel datum. 
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November, 1892, to October, 1895, the records are practically contin- 
uous, and are plotted on two charts^ — the actual gauge readings, in 
figures, having frequently been recorded on these charts in pencil 
figures. 

On April 16th, 1913, Mr. Kennedy identified the charts and 
inscribed upon each of the two sheets of gauge records covering tho 
gauge heights on the Lake of the Woods from 1892 to 1895, and part 
of 1898, the following note: 

MoNTBBAi,, April 16, 1913. 
This chart was submitted to me this day and I hereby identify the same as a 
record of the lower water-gauge readings taken by me and under my direction, during 
my term of office as Resident Engineer for the Keewatin Power Company, Limited. 

The plottings were made from day to day as the readings were obtained — ^this is 
the original sheet. 

(Sgd.) James G. Kbnnbdt. 

Witnesses: 

(Sgd.) Arthur V. Whtte. 

(Sgd.) William Kennedy, Jr. 

Besides these two larger charts, there is a small chart bearing 
James C. Kennedy's signature, which shows readings of the lake and 
other gauges during December, 1894, and January, 1895. These charts 
have all been photographed and copies placed on record in the Offices 
of the IntemationalVoint Commission. 

In addition to the records of lake stage shown on the above 
mentioned charts, we have been furnished, by Mr. S. S. Scovil, of the 
Water Power Branch, Department of the Interior, Canada, with 
tabular records of lake stages from January to October, 1895, and for 
parts of July, August, September, October, November, and Decem- 
ber, 1808. These records were taken directly from the field notes 
and records of Mr. Kennedy. 

Although TumbuU's crow foot, in spite of diligent search, has not 
yet been found, and may have disappeared through the breaking 
down of rocks along the shore of the Lake, certain marks consisting 
of the letters " HW ," cut into rocks at various points on the Lake of the 
Woods under Mr. Kennedy's direction, in 1895, and discussed in 
detail later in this report, have all been located, and their elevation 
determined with reference to sea-level datum. As the elevation of 
Kennedy's high water 'mark on Tunnel Island, in Rat Portage Bay, 
is known in terms of both the *'100" datum and sea-level datum, it 
has been possible to reduce the readings of Kennedy's gauges to sea- 
level datum. 

In addition, it has been possible to determine the relation 
between Kennedy's '*100" datum and sea-level by determining the 
elevation of the bench mark, (elevation 104.37) of the Keewatin 
Power Co., chiseled on the top of the fishway abutment of the Norman 
Dam. This is a bench mark used by Mr. Kennedy during the con- 



Digitized by 



Googte 



PLATE Q 



I 8l 2. Typical International Joint Commission Temporary Bench Marks 
ON Roots of Trees 

3. " 500" Bench Mark of Department of Public Works. Canada, at 

Fort Frances 

4. Kennedy's Bench Mark (104.37) on Pier of Norman Dam 
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Portion of Kennedy Chart 
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struction of the dam. In a note book of Air. Wm. Kennedy under 
date of Monday, 3/10/92, reference is made to a Bench Mark as 
follows: 

N E comer coping stone, E abutment C. P. Railway Bridge for west branch 
Winnipeg River, Bridge 113. Elevation 127.99. 

The determination of the relationship between Kennedy's '*100*' 
datum and sea-level datum may be summarized as follows: 



• 


Elevation 


Equation 

Kennedy 

toSea"^ 

Level 




Kennedy 
Datum 


8ea<IeveI 
Datum 


iTAvmii^y high ws^tw mark, Rat Portagfl Bay 


*1Q2.54 
104.37 
137.99 


1062.58 
1064.35 
1087.89 


960.04 


Slennedy B. M. 104.37 Top' of pter, Norman'Dam 


959.96 


N. S. odrmer coping ttcne) £. abuinMnt, Bridge 113 


9S9.90 







An average value of 960.0 has been used in reducing the Kennedy gauge helgiits to aea^level datum. 

*Under date of Mardi 10th, 1913, Mr. Kennedy wrote respectfaig the establtehment of these water marke 
as follows: 

"I have a dlstinot recollection of adopting certain bench marks previously eetabliahed by Mr. Tumbull, 
0. E., in making surveys for the Keewatin Power Co., and of adhering to his datum level throughout my 
service with the same Company as Resident Engineer m charge of the construction of the 'Keewatin Dam.' 
Normal high water of the Lake was 100 feet above datum. 

** I have a further distinct recollection of tieing in with my adopted datum the elevation of the HW mark 
cut in the rook I n Rat Portage Bay near the C. P. Railway in order to make a relative record anTwhich 
reoord wiU show HW mark at the location just described to be 102.54 feet above that datum. " 



RECORDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBUC WORKS. ONTARIO. 

KEEWATIN. ONTARIO 



AT NORMAN AND 



The Kennedy records, previously discussed, were taken during 
the construction of the Norman Dam on the western outlet of the Lake 
by the Keewatin Power Co. It appears from certain notes that in 
November, 1898, the operation of the Norman Dam was turned over 
by this company, to representatives of the Ontario Government, 
Alexander McQuarrie, of Norman, Ont., being placed in charge. 
James C. Kennedy, however, continued to take certain readings of 
gauges at the Norman Dam until the 9th of December, 1898. 

On October 14th, 1898, Mr. Kennedy placed a gauge, known as 
the "Above Dam" gauge, on the southeast comer of the fishway, and 
another, known as the "Tail Water" gauge, at the lower end of the 
fishway. During the latter part of November, Kennedy evidently 
checked the various water gauges, although no record has been found 
indicating the exact instrumental checks secured. Evidently Mr. 
McQuarrie received instructions for reading the various gauges from 
Mr. Kennedy. 

* Mr. McQuarrie has stated that the first gauge he read was pointed 
out to him by one of the Mr. Kennedys associated with the construc- 
tion of the Norman Dam, and that this gauge, from time to time, 
was checked by Mr. Kennedy to make sure that it was correct. Mr. 
McQuarrie says, further, that after the old Bollerway Dam, and sub- 
structure of the old Highway Bridge were removed, by dynamite, a 
gauge was established on an old log said to have been firmly embedded 
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in the westerly shore, and near the end of the old RoUerwaj Dam. 
This gauge was set by one of the Mr. Kennedys to the same datum as 
the first gauge read by Mr. McQuarrie. 

Mr. McQuarrie also had a gauge, fastened to a stake in the Lake, 
near his house. It was located on the lakeward side near the boom 
which ran from McMillan's Island to the shore near his house. He 
says, however, that this gauge near his house was not very stable, and 
as there was no occasion to read it, his house being located very near 
to the gauge at the old BoUerway Dam, he did not bother much about 
reading this gauge. 

Lake stages were evidently read on the gauge at the site of the 
RoUerway by McQuarrie until August 1st, 1903, by Lemay from 
August 1st, 1903, to April, 1905, and by Hansen from April, 1905, until 
November, 1905, when the gauge was moved to the old Eeewatin 
bridge, about two miles west of the location of the original Kennedy 
gauge. 

No definite record was made of the change of the lake gauge from 
Norman to Keewatin. The following notes, accompanying the gauge 
readings, however, are of interest in this connection. 

July 21-31 , 1905 . Have taken out 130 logs up to date. Dock at Nonnan floating. 
The lake is higher than what I have got on the report. It haa lowered five inch^ 
according to gauge put on a week ago but stays same on dock. 

September. Water has dropped five inches I haven't found McQuanie's gauge 
at his house I put in 101 mark I haven't measured down to it and it now stands 
one foot over it. I think it's right 102. I will be able to tell when the water 
gets down lower. 

September. Put in fifty logs on the 21st, 22nd, 23rd, as you can see by the report 
it lowered tailwater. Water stands on the same level at Norman. 

The 101 mark to which the gauge reader (Hansen) refers was 
apparently at the correct elevation, as the water level, 102, agrees 
with the observed level at Warroad between September 11th and 17th, 
1905. 

The Department of Public Works records for October, 1906, when 
reduced to sea^-level datum by using the zero of 960.0, check the War- 
road records for this month. The wind effect of the severe storm of 
October 1st is very apparent in both the Norman and the Warroad 
gauge readings. 

On November 30th, December 16th, and December 30th, 1905, 
the Warroad gauge indicated lake levels of 106L6, 1061.7, and 1061.6, 
respectively. This gauge was checked and found correct on Decem- 
ber 16th, 1905, consequently, these levels may be considered correct 
to the nearest tenth. The Ontario Hydro-Electric Power C!ommis- 
sion's records of lake levels at Kenora,'*' give a lake elevation for 

* Th€M rMdings an not referred to existing bench marks but hurt been redooed to iealevii datum 
by the addition of 457.2 on the baais of the ftTcrace relatlonahip between the Ontario HjdnHBleetrio 
Pow«r Commtelon and the Wairoad gauges during the period lor whJoh both reeords are STallable. 
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December, 1905, of approximately 1061.6. The Department of 
Public Works records for December, 1905, give 100.60, which, when 
reduced by the addition of 960.0 — the constant previously used in 
reducing tiiese gauge heights — gives 1060.60 as the lake elevation, 
or a di£ference of 1 foot. 

This difference, occuring during the month' of November, 
coupled with the fact that the Lake gauge is known to have been 
moved to Eeewatm at about this time^ warrants the inference that 
when making the transfer of the gauge from Norman to a pile at the 
southerly end of the old Eeewatin Traffic Bridge a mistake was made 
of approximately 1 foot. 

In 1906, according to information supplied by the Manitoba 
Hydrographic Survey, the gauge was again transferred by water level 
from the old Eeewatin bridge to the present bridge, which had been 
built some 20 feet east of the old one. Builders of the new bridge 
have stated that the piles at the southerly end, where the gauge is 
located, are driven to rock bottom. They are of the same opinion 
with reference to the piles at the southerly end of the old bridge. It 
is probable, then, that the zero of the Eeewatin gauge has remained 
practically constant since 1905. Up to the end of October, 1905, the 
constant of reduction is taken as 960.0. The month of November 
is neglected. Beginning December 1, 1905, the constant is changed 
to 961.1. 

No records exist of instrumental checks having been made of 
the various gauges used by the gauge readers of the Department of 
Public Works, Ontario, between 1905 and 1911, when the present 
Eeewatin lake gauge was tied in to a permanent bench mark by the 
Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, in connection with the Winnipeg 
River Power surveys. Since that date, however, frequent checks 
have been had on the zero of this gauge, as given in the following 
table: 

DetenniniUicm of zero. Department of PubUt Worhs, Ontario, Lake gauge, Keewatm, 

Ontario, 

Z«ro6levs- 

tion 8m4«yel 

datum. 

Sept. 22, 1911 961.16 

June 22, 1912 961.116 

Oct. 12 dk 19, 1912 961.116 

Mar. 6 dk 13, 1913 961.076 

July 30, 1913 961.066 

Dec. 8, 1913 961.07 

lte.31,1914 961.07 

April 14, 1914 961.07 

June 1,1914 961.08 

July 8, 1914 961.076 

Sept. 14, 1914 961.07 

Dec. 11, 1914 96L07 
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A photograph of the present Public Works lake gauge at Kee- 
watin is shown on Plate S. A zero of 96 1 . 1 has been used in reducing 
the readings of the gauge between December 1st, 1905, and April 30, 
1912, to sea-level datum. Since May 1st, 1912, the zero given by the 
instrumental checks has been used in reducing the gauge readings 
to sea-level datum. 

Two sets of records of the readings of the various gauges used 
by the gauge readers of the Department of Public Works, Ontario, 
between 1898 and 1914, are available. One set of records consists 
of bound Record Books, and the other consists of sheets, apparently 
copied from the Record Books, and transmitted to the Toronto Office 
of the Department of Public Works, Ontario, at irregular intervals of 
from one to two weeks. In answering some inquiry about his 
records, on July 17, 1899, for example, the gauge reader remarked, 
*' I had it in my book all right." A careful examination of these two 
sets of records supplemented by special inquiry has convinced us that 
the gauge readings were not recorded either in the Record Books 
or on the Sheets as taken from day to day. It has been stated that 
the readings were copied into the Book from time to time, from a 
memorandum made by the readers when making their rounds of the 
gauges. 

On the whole, the Record Books can unquestionably be given 
greater weight than the Sheets filed at Toronto. In these Record 
Books there were recorded the readings of the gauges in the Lake, at 
the upper end of the fishway in the Norman Dam, and at the lower end 
of the fishway. In places, as for example, from August 5th to 16th, 
1900, the records on the Sheets indicate that entire columns of figures 
were misplaced in transferring them from the Record Books to the 
Sheets. In other places there is some question as to whether cer- 
tain readings were intended to be recorded as .5 or .05. Readings 
were not always recorded in the same way, as for example, what is 
apparently intended for 93.00 appears in various places as 93«, 93, 
93., 93 ~, and 93"", and what was evidently intended for 93.05 
appears as 93.5, 93.-6, 93. 5, and 93"5. 

In addition to the less important discrepancies in gauge records 
just referred to, there are unmistakable indications of unreUability 
in the records of Napoleon Lemay, who acted as gauge reader be- 
tween August 1st, 1903, and April, 1905. For example, the readings 
appearing in the Record Book from February 16th to 29th, 1904, for 
all gauges, are the same as those which appear on the previous page 
for February 1st to 14th of the same year. Readings of all gauges 
between July 16th and 30th, 1904, are exactly the same as the read- 
ings for July 1st to 15th of the same year. No record, whatever, 
appears for July 31st of that year. Corresponding indications of un- 
reliability appear in the records of December, 1904, and January, 1905. 
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1. United States Geological Survey and Department of Public Works, 

Canada. Automatic and Staff Gauges on Dock at International 
Falls 

2. Upper Pulp Mill Gauge— International Falls 

3. Department of Public Works, Ontario. Gauge on Keewatin Lake Bridge 

4. Granger Gauge at Warroad 

5. International Joint Commission Gauge at Oak Point-Lake of The Woods 

6. Kenora Municipal Plant Forebay Gauge 

7. Granger Gauge at Oak Island 
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RECORDS OF UNITED STATES WAR DEPARTMENT AT WARROAD. MINNESOTA 

The Warroad gauge was established May 18, 1899, by T. Milton 
Fowble, detailed from the U. S. Engineer Office at St. Paid, Minne- 
sota. The gauge consisted of a graduated 2"X\" stud spiked to 
the outer and easterly piling of Mr. Moody's dock. The 2sero of the 
gauge was placed at 1000 according to an assumed datum. At the 
same time, a temporary bench mark was established, consisting of a 
spike driven into the northwesterly side of a burr oak tree 8'' in 
diameter, about 40 feet westerly from Mr. Moody's house. The 
elevation of this B. M. was 1014, according to the assumed datmn. 

In 1900, a permanent bench mark was established by Mr. C. W. 
Raynor, also of the U. S. Engineer Office. This bench mark con- 
sists of a tile, with a copper bolt in the center of it, Jburied about 3^ 
feet below the surface of the ground, and a cast iron pipe 3'^ in diam- 
eter and 4' long, set over the bolt in the tile and projecting about 
9^' above the ground. A cast iron cap, elevation 1012.35 according 
to the assmned datum, lettered U.S.E.B.M. 303, secured to the top 
of the pipe with two brass screws, constitutes the temporary bench 
mark. The copper bolt, elevation 1008.45, according to the same 
assumed datum, constitutes the permanent bench mark. The ele- 
vation of all these bench marks, as previously stated, have now 
been ascertained in terms of sea-level datum. 

The gauge established by Mr. Fowble was read during the season 
of 1899. From the close of that year until May 15, 1903, except for 
three records during January, 1900, apparently no readings wore 
taken. From May IS, 1903, until the present time, the gauge heights 
have been observed daily except during the winter months of a 
few years. 

A smnmary of the checks of the zero of the Warroad gauge, 
established in 1899 with its zero at elevation 1053.61 sea-level datum, 
is given in the following table: 

DeUrnwnaJtumofZtro^ Uniled States Engineer Oaugef Warroad^ Minnesota 

' liar. 11/04. R. Davenport. United States Engineer Office. Cor- 
rect to .01 ft 

Dec. 16/06. Horace Dunaway. United States Engineer Office. 
Correct to .05 ft. 

Sept. 25/06. E. J. Dugan and R. Davenport. United States Engi- 
neer Office. Correct. New gauge placed. 

July 10/07. United States Geological Survey. Correct to .1 ft. 

^y 19/12. F. D. Granger. International Boundary Commission. 
Old Engineer Gauge 1054. 58 

^y 10/12. F. D. Granger. International Boundary Commission. 
Granger Gauge 1054.612 

Oct. 1/12. 8. B. Soul6. International Joint Commission. Old En- 
gineer (ihiuge 1054.60 

Oct. 1/12. 8. B. Soul6. International Joint Commission. "Granger 
Qwofte 1054.622 
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Mar. 13/13. Alex. Firie. Manitoba Hydrographic Survey. Granger 
Gauge 1054.586 

July/13. D. McMillan. Canadian Geodetic Survey. GrangerGauge. 1054.595 

Mar. 20/14. H. I. Merricka. International Joint Gommiaaion. New 
Engineer Gauge 1053. 806 

Oct 13/14. Geo. M. Garen. International Joint Gonuniasion. New 
Engineer Gauge 1063. 58 

May 22/16. George M. Shepard. International Joint CommiflBion. 
N ew Engineer Gauge 105a 57 

The dock in Warroad Harbor, to which the U. S. Engineer gauge 
was fastened, shows, at present, unmistakable evidences of having 
been heaved by frost. When the zero of the old gauge was deter- 
mined by the late Mr. F. D. Granger in May, 1912, it was found to 
be practically a foot higher than when last checked. This change 
of zero may have been gradual. A comparison of the Warroad 
gauge records with the Keewatin records indicates that the change 
began in January, 1911. 

Ebccept for short periods when they were taken at Warroad, the 
gauge heights, from July 19, 1911, to July 23, 1912, were taken at 
Zippel, on the south shore of the Lake, about 28 miles, by water, 
easterly from Warroad. The indications are that both gauges were 
unstable during this period. On account of the uncertainty respect- 
ing the gauge zero during this period, the Warroad records have not 
been given much weight and have not been platted on the graphs 
from December 1, 1911, to April 27, 1912. 

In May, 1912, a new gauge was fastened to the upper end of the 
Warroad dock by the late Mr. F. D. Granger, of the International 
Boundary Commission's field staff. This gauge was set to practically 
ttie same zero as the old U. S. Engineer gauge. The zero, as deter- 
mined by Mr. Granger at the time he established his gauge, was 
1054.61 sea-level datum. 

In March, 1914, a new gauge, furnished by the U. S. Engineer 
Office, was fastened to one of the pile bents of the Canadian Northern 
Railway Bridge by the Engineers of the International Joiat Commis- 
sion, with its zero at the same elevation as the original U. S. Engineer 
gauge, namely 1053.61. 

From the first records taken in 1899, to November 30, 1911, a 
Eero of 1053.6 has been used in reducing gauge heights to sea-level 
datum. A comparison of the readings of the Warroad and the Zippel 
gauges from June 1, 1912, to July 22, 1912, gives a zero of 1054.05 for 
the Zippel gauge. This zero was used from April 28 to July 22, 1912, 
after which readings were again takea at Warroad, Minnesota, by the 
gauge readers of the U. S. Engineer Office. From July 23, 1912, to 
March 31, 1914, readings were taken on the Granger gauge at War- 
road. These records have been reduced to sea-level datum by 
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adding 1054.6. From April 1, 1914, to Dec. 31, 1914, the gauge zeros 
determined by the instnimeatal checks, as given in the preceding 
table, have been used in reducing readings to sea-level datum. 

RECORDS OF LAKE OF THE WOODS MILLING CX>MPANY AT KEEWATIN. 0^f^ARIO 

Between 1896 and 1912, frequent determinations were made of 
the elevation of the water level in the turbine pits of the Lake of 
the Woods Milling Company's Mill "A" at Keewatin, Ontario. The 
method of obtaining these records consisted of measuring down to the 
water surface, through a hole in the floor of the power house, with a 
graduated stick. The distance between the top of the floor and the 
surface of the water in the turbine pit was recorded in feet and inches. 
The elevation of the floor of the mill at the point of measurement was 
foimd, by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, in 1912, to be 1064.31 
sea-level datum, and it is imderstood that this same elevation holds 
for observations made prior to 1912. This floor was torn up dm'ing 
the latter part of 1912, when certain alterations were made at the 
mill. 

In approaching the turbines of Mill "A," the water flows through 
a canal about 800 feet long, so that when the mill is running, the water 
level recorded in the turbine pit is always somewhat lower than that 
in the Lake, depending upon the fall in the canal or headrace and 
through the racks. In September, 1912, when the elevation of the 
floor of the mill was determined by the Manitoba Hydrographic 
Survey, there was a fall of 1.12 feet between the lake level and the 
water level in the turbine pits, where gauge readings were being taken. 
On days when the mill was shut down, however, the readings in the 
turbine pit would necessarily represent lake level. 

The Mill ''A" records are consistent throughout, and inspire 
confidence in their reliability. After making proper allowance for 
fall between *the Lake and the Mill, these records may well be given 
considerable weight in arriving at mean lake levels during the period 
for which Mill "A'' records are available. 

RECORDS OF KENORA MUNICIPAL POWER PLANT AT KENORA. ONTARIO 

Daily readings of the Eenora Municipal Power Plant fore bay 
gauge are available from August 21st, 1907, to date. It has been 
stated that, at first, the gauge was located on a timber structure on 
the easterly shore, about 40 feet above the screens of the power house, 
but that about two years afterwards it was moved down stream some 
10 feet along this structure. No appreciable difference in zero ele- 
vation of gauge could reasonably have occurred in making this 
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change. The following checks on the zero of the present gauge have 
been made by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey: 

Determination of Zero, Kenora Municipal Power Plant Fore Bay Gauges Kenora, Ontario 

Sept. 21, 19II. Zero of gauge 692.65. Sea-level datum. 
Juno 24, 1912. Zero of gauge 962.635. Sea-level datum. 
March 3, 1913. Zero of gauge 962.675. Sea-level datum. 
Sept. 28, 1913. Zero of gauge 1001.31. Sea-level datum. (Gauge datum 
changed.) 

The fall from Lake to fore bay varies with the lake stage and 
discharge. For a high stage and average discharge the fall is .1 foot 
or less, increasing up to from .3 or .4 of a foot for a moderately low 
lake stage. Since these records are very accurate, they serve as a 
good check on the Keewatin lake records, and on Sundays or on other 
days of low discharge through the power plant tiie Kenora fore bay 
gauge practically records the lake level. 

For all records previous to June 1, 1912, a gauge zero of 962.65 
has been used. For subsequent records the gauge zeros determined 
by the instrumental checks, above, have been used. 

It appears that '^lOC according to the old local datum used at 
the Kenora Plant corresponds, substantially, to Kennedy's high 
water mark on Tumiel Island, elevation 102.54 Kennedy's datum. 

RECORDS OF THE ONTARIO HYDRaELECTRlC POWER COMMISSION AT KENORA. ONTARIO 

• Lake gauge readings made by the Ontario H3''dro-Electric Power 
Commission's gauge readers at Kenora, from October 14th, 1905, to 
May 18th, 1906, are available. The gauge is stated to have been 
located slightly above the first power plant on the Eastern Outlet, 
but up to date no plan has been found showing the exact location. 
The gauge was established to an assumed datum, and Mr. H. G. 
Acres, Hydraulic Engineer of the Power Commission has stated 
that their bench mark was removed by blasting at the time of the 
construction of the present Konora Municipal Plant. Even though 
the permanent bench mark to which this gauge was referenced has 
been lost, nevertlieless the datum can be approximated quite closely 
by a comparison of these records with other available gauge readings. 
This has been done, and, when reduced by the addition of 457.20, 
the readings in question agree with those at Warroad during the 
months of October, 1905, and April, 1906. During the winter of 1905 
to 1906 the readings are slightly lower than those at Warroad, as 
might be expected on account of the fall through the Devil's Gap. 
The gauge readings of the Ontario Hydro-Electric Power Com- 
mission supply a continuous record of lake level at a time when the 
Keewatin readings are extremely unreliable. 
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RECORDS OF MR. GEORGE DREWRY. AT THE BOAT HOUSE AT KENORA. ONTARIO 

Lake gauge records taken by Mr. George Drewry at his boat 
house, from 1908 to ' 1912, have been furnished us through the 
Manitoba Hydrographic Survey. A reading of five feet and three 
inches on Mr. Drewry's gauge corresponds to the level of the top of 
his boat house floor, giving a gauge zero, as determined by instru- 
mental levels, of 1056.57 sea-level datum. It is understood tliat this 
floor is of permanent construction, and has remained at the present 
level during past years. Mr. Drewry has stated that once since 
1900 there was 4 inches of water on the floor, giving a water level of 
1062.15 at that time. Presumably this was in 1905, when the lake 
level at Warroad was recorded as 1062.15, and at Keewatin as 1062.00. 
Mr. Drewry stated that his records were taken only when the Lake 
was calm, and hence may be considered as thoroughly reliable. 

RECORDS OF MR. WUJAM LYON. OF THE KEEWATIN LUMBER AND MANUFACTURING COM- 
PANY. AT KEEWATIN, ONTARIO 

On April 20th, 1898, a graduated scale reading up to 6 feet was 
cut by Mr. William Lyon in the timber structure at the up stream 
side of the headworks of the old Keewatin Lumber and Manufacturing 
Company's plant, at the westerly end of Portage Bay, Keewatin. 
Mr. Lyon has stated that the water on this date was taken as the zero 
of the gauge, and that the scribe mark '* W. L. 1898'' was 6 feet above 
the watfer level of April 20th, 1898. The zero of Mr. Lyon's gauge, 
as determined by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, is 1057.02 sea- 
level datum. 

Readings are available from 1898 to 1906, except tot the year 
1903, for which Mr. Lyon's records were lost. Although there is 
considerable fall through the head race from the Lake to this gauge, 
residting in a level lower than that of the Lake, yet these records are of 
considerable value in indicating the trend of lake levels, and constitute 
a valuable check on other records. 

REOOREXS OF THE MANTTOBA HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY AT KEEWATIN. ONTARIO 

Since June, 1913, readings of the Keewatin lake gauge of the 
Department of Public Works, Ontario, have been taken by gauge 
readers of the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey. These readings have 
been carefully made, the gauge has been frequently checked, and 
the records can be accepted with the fullest confidence. 

RECORDS OF THE INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY COMMISSION AND THE INTERNATIONAL 

JOINT COMMISSION 

Readings of lake gauges were taken by gauge readers of the 
International Botmdary Commission at Warroad from Jime 1 to 
October Slst, 1912, and from April 28 to October 31st, 1913; at Oak 
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Island from June 8 to October Slat, 1912, and from May 4th to Octo- 
ber 27th, 1913; and at Oak Point near the mouth of Rainy River 
from July 28th to October 20th, 1913. During the summer of 1914, 
while the Lake of the Woods surveys were in progress on that por- 
tion of the Lake, the Oak Island and Oak Point gauges were read by 
gauge readers of the International Joint Conomission. 

The readings of these gauges have been taken with care, and 
can ba accepted without reservation. 

The Oak Island and Oak Point gauge readings, however, are 
omitted from the graphs of water levels because the mean lake level 
Une for these years is so well defined by the records from the older sta- 
tions, at Warroad, Keewatin, etc., that the addition of further points 
on the graphs would make most of them indistinguishable because 
of overlapping. 

The greater accuracy and consistency of the records of the 
various lake gauges during the past three and one-half years, when the 
work of the gauge readers was subject to continual scrutiny, is 
forcibly brought to one's attention upon examining the graphs of 
observed water levels on the Lake of the Woods. 

DETERMINATION OF MEAN OBSERVED LAKE LEVELS. LAKE OF THE WOODS 

In view of the great discrepancies which have been found to 
exist between the lake levels recorded by some of the gauge readers 
on the Lake of the Woods at certain times in the past, it is beUeved 
desirable to present at least a few of the considerations which led to 
the adoption of the mean lake level line shown on the graphs of 
the observed water levels. Plates 39 to 50. 

While outstanding differences characterize many of the gauge 
readings taken on the Lake dtiring certain periods in the past, this 
comment does not apply to any of the Kennedy records. These 
records are consistent throughout, as may be seen by even a glance 
at the graphs. Plates 39, 40, and 42. Those " ear marks " of reUability, 
the daily fluctuations in sti^e, due to wind, are noticeable throughout 
these records. The mean lake level line for 1892 to 1895 simply 
follows the observed Kennedy readings. Daily wind effect has been 
eUminated as much as possible in order to derive a true mean stage. 

From October 1895 to Jidy 25th, 1898, no records of lake levels 
are available. Beginning with May 4th, 1896, however, we have the 
fore bay and tail water readings of the Lake of the Woods MilUng 
Company at Mill ''A," These fore bay levels, as previously stated, 
are lower than the level of the Lake itself by a variable amount, 
depending upon the stage of the Lake and the amount of water used 
by the Mill. 

Notwithstanding this variable fall between Lake and head race 
at the Mill, these fore bay readings give a fairly good indication of 
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the lake stipes which prevailed during these years. It is possible, 
however, to deduce quite accurate values for lake stipes during the 
period from May, 1896, to July, 1898, from the tail water readings at 
MUl "A." 

Simultaneous readings of the Norman Dam tail water and of 
the Keewatin tail water gauges during 1913 and 1914, indicate a fall 
between these two gauges, of about 0.1 foot at stages below 1041.5. 
The high water marks on the rock banks indicate a fall of a greater 
amount at higher stages. Consequently a fall of 0.2 foot has been 
used between water levels of 1042.5 and 1045, and of 0.3 foot for 
elevations above 1046. 

By plotting the lake stages observed by Kennedy from 1892 to 
1895 against tail water levels at the Norman Dam (reduced by the 
above mentioned values of fall between Norman and Keewatin so 
as to derive the equivalent tail water level at Keewatin) a curve 
showing the relation between lake stage and tail water level at Kee- 
watin, Plate 107, was constructed. The upper portion of this curve 
is fixed, largely, by the high lake level of 1897, and the highest Mill 
"A" tail water level of the same year. 

The available information, taken from the notes accompanying 
the gauge records, relating to the high lake level attained in 1897, is 
summarized below: 

1. June 19, 1899, Lake Level 1061.50. Note by gauge reader — "The water 
in the lake is Rtlll a foot below the high water mark of 1897." 

2. June 26, 1899, Lake Ivevel 1061.60. Note by gauge reader— "Water in 
the Lake at a stand at present and about 10^^ lower than the high water of 1897." 

3. July 24, 1899, Lake Level 1062.30. Note by gauge reader— "24th the 
water attained the height of 1897, but ha<* gone down again." 

4. " 101.90 Kennedy's datum, or 1061.90 SearLevel Datum, represents the H. W. 
of 1897 as indicated by a mark shown by Mr. Maigach on his boat ho. at R. P. to J. C. 
Kennedy 19/8/98." 

The above data indicate a high water level during 1897 of between 
1061.9 and 1062.5. We believe that, for all practical purposes, a 
value of 1062.3 is sufficiently close to the truth. 

The maximum tail water level given by the Mill "A" records in 
1897 is 1046.1. This high level occurred during the latter part of 
July and at, practically, a constant stage. 

We have, then, the two coordinates for the upper portion of our 
curve, namely, a lake stage of 1062.3, and a corresponding Keewatin 
tail water level of 1046.1. 

On account of the discharge through the mills and power plants 
the outflow from the Lake cannot vary strictly as the lake stage — ^not 
even during these years of 1892 and 1895 — while uniform control of 
discharge was being exercised at the Norman Dam. In view of the 
fact, however, that the flow through the miUs is a very small per cent 
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of the total outflow from the Lake, the relation between lake stage 
and tail water level, for all practical purposes, does hold for these 
years. 

It will be seen from an inspection of the curve of Plate 107, 
that none of the platted points vary a substantial amount from the 
mean as represented by the curve. The variation shown probably 
reflects both wind effect and the effect of discharge through the mills 
and power plants. In this connection it is well to note that during 
the months of July to November, 1898, the tail water levels, varying 
between 1038.0 and 1042.5, as observed by Kennedy at the Norman 
Dam, and the levels observed at Mill **A'', substantiate, very well, 
the deductions previously made with respect to the relationship be- 
tween the Norman and the Keewatin tail water readings. 

To sum up, — the line of mean lake level from May, 1896, to 
August, 1898, has been computed from the Mill "A" tail water level, 
and checked approximately by the Mill "A*' and William Lyon fore 
bay levels. The adopted line, it is believed, gives a substantially 
correct representation of mean lake stages prevailing during these 
three years for which no actual records of lake level are available. 

For the period from October, 1895, to May, 1896, neither lake nor 
tail water readings are available. It has been possible, however, to 
make an approximate estimate for lake and tail water stages for this 
period by means of comparison with the changes in stage which 
occurred during the winters of 1892-1893, 1893-1894, and 1894-1895. 
Between October 10th, 1892, and the low water of April, 1893, there 
is a drop in the Keewatin tail, water from 1044.20 to 1038.45. Be- 
tween October 10th, 1893, and April 5th, 1894, there is a drop in the 
tail water from 1040.7 to 1035.6. Between October 10th, 1894, and 
March 30th,. 1895, there is a drop in the tail water from 1040.4 to 
1036.4. On October 10th, 1895, the mean tail water level at Keewatin 
is 1040.3 or within .1 of the tail water elevation of October 10th on 
the previous year, and within .4 of the tail water level on the second 
preceding October 10th. By comparison with the spring tail water 
reading of the previous year, a tail water level at Keewatin of 1036.0 
on April 1st, 1896, would appear reasonable and dose to the truth. 
A gradual drop in tail water is assumed to have occurred between 
October 10th, 1895, and April 1st, 1896, and the lake levels correspond- 
ing to these tail water elevations have been computed from the curve 
of relation of lake stage to tail water level at Keewatin, Plate 107, 
in the same manner as for the period from May, 1896, to August, 1898, 
when observed tail water levels at Mill "A'' were available. 

The following confirmatory checks on the lake levels as com- 
puted from tail water levels between September, 1895, and August, 
1898, arQ available. 
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The note ''High water mark in flume," dated Jidy 29th, 1897, 
accompanies the Mill ''A" fore bay readings. This date corresponds 
very well with that on which the highest computed lake level occurs. 

The change in Mill *'A'' fore bay readings between October 28th 
and 29th, 1897, may be explained by the note dated October 29th, 
1897, "Cleaned of front of rack." 

On April 19th, 1898, the gauge reader noted, "Mill shut down." 
Under these conditions the fore bay gauge would practically record 
lake level. This being the case, the line of mean level is dropped 
slightly below the computed values, .in order to pass through the 
observed fore bay level on April 19th, and a fall of approximately .5 
foot used between lake and fore bay, during the remainder of the 
summer in accordance with the fall that obtains between August and 
November when both lake and fore bay levels are available. The 
William Lyon record of April 20th, 1898, substantiates the above 
conclusion. 

From December, 1898, to September 1899, there is no difficulty 
in deciding upon the mean lake level. The records of William Lyon 
on November 18th, 1898, April 20th and July 14th, 1899, corroborate 
the other records. 

The low Mill ^^A" and the Public Works lake records of September 
28th, 1899, are explained by the following notes: from the Mill ''A" 
records, "Strong north wind," and from the Department of Public 
Works records, "Gale from north 18 hours through midnight." 

November 26th, 1899, occurs on Sunday, and consequently the 
fore bay gauge records give practically lake level. 

From September 25th to the early portion of October, 1899, stop 
logs were placed in the Norman Dam, resulting in a drop in tail water 
from 1044.95 to 1038.5, corresponding to a reduction in discharge 
from 33,650 c. f . s. to 12,730 c. f . s. Previous to shutting off the dam, 
the Lake fell at the rate ot .3 foot m 10 days, or equivalent to a draft 
of 14,375 c. f. s.from the Lake, giving a net runoff into the Lake of 
19,275 c. f. s. Assuming a runoff of 19,275 c. f. s. begiiming October 
5th, the discharge corresponding to 12,730 c. 'f. s. from the Lake 
would result in a storage of 6,545 c, f". s., which in ten days would 
result in a rise in lake stage of .13 foot. As the runoff into the Lake 
would gradually decrease from September 25 on through the fall and 
winter, the Lake would gradually cease rising and then fall slowly. 
In accordance with these general propositions, the mean level is taken 
at practically 1061 from October 15th to December 1st, 1899, and 
assumed to drop gradually to meet the observed Warroad and Kee- 
watin levels on December 20th to 27th. 

A comparison of the Public Works records during the years 1900, 
1901, and 1902 with the later records, at once impresses one with 
the peculiar variation in lake level sho^vn by the earlier records 
These records do not manifest any well defined wind effects and yet, 
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at times, they show considerable fluctuation in lake level not readily 
accounted for by any physical conditions. On the whole, the Wil- 
liam Lyon and the Mill "A" records show a rational relationship to 
the true mean lake level as derived from the records of the last few 
years. They do not, however, show a rational relationship to the 
lake level recorded by the gauge readers of the Department of 
Public Works, Ontario, during the earlier years. During the sum- 
mer of 1900, for example, the Public Works records indicate a 
practically uniform lake stage, whereas the Mill "A" and the Wil- 
liam Lyon records indicate a distinctly falling stage. Because of such 
facts the mean lake level line for 1900, 1901 and 1902 is based largely 
on the Mill ''A'' and the William Lyon records, giving due considera- 
tion to the relationship shown to exist between these fore bay records 
and the true lake level during later years. 

From November 10th, 1900, on through December, and for Jan- 
uary and part of February, 1901, the Public Works records again 
appear to be in error. The Mill "A" tail water records show a uniform 
rise. Apparently no change was made in the stop logs at the dam, 
after November 10th, and yet the Public Works records show a 
rapidly falling lake stage. The William Lyon fore bay records of 
November 2nd, 3rd, 9th, and 16th, indicate a gradual rise in lake 
level. The Mill '^A'' fore bay records also indicate a gradual rise in 
lake level during November with perhaps a slowly falling level in 
December. Respecting December, however, the fact is not well estab- 
lished, as there is only one reading given for this month. The fact 
that the Mill "A'* reading of Sunday, November 4th, 1900, practi- 
cally coincides with the Public Works reading for this date, when 
taken in connection with the previous and the following day^' read- 
ings, indicates that there was a fall of approximately .7 foot between 
the Lake and the fore bay at this time. 

For the purpose of establishing the accuracy of the adopted mean 
level line for November, 1900, assume the tail water level constant at 
1046.35 for this month. A tail water level of 1046.35 corresponds to 
a discharge of 39,705 c. f. s. The rise in lake level of about .3 foot 
recorded by the Pubhc Works gauge reader between November 1st 
and 11th, corresponds to an increase in lake storage equivalent to 
14,375 c. f. s. This storage, combined with an outflow of 39,705 
c. f. s., gives a runoff equivalent to 54,080 c. f. s. The drop in lake 
stage of .5 foot recorded between November 11th and 25th, corre- 
sponds to a decrease in storage of 17,000 c. f. s., or a runoff into the 
Lake for this period of only 22,705 c. f. s. From November 25th to 
December 12th, the Public Works records show a constant lake stage 
which would indicate that the runoff was equal to the outflow, or 
39,705 c. f . s. Such a rapid fluctuation in runoff at this time of the 
)ear, under normal meteorological conditions, is a physical irapossi- 
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bUity, consequently we have selected a mean lake level of 1062.35 on 
November 30th, and have assmned a gradual reduction in lake stage 
to February 16th, 1901. 

The fluctuation in lake stage indicated by the PubUc Works 
records for May, 1901, cannot be satisfactorily accounted for, and 
the mean lake level line for* this month has again been based mainly 
upon the William Lyon and the Mill "A" records. 

During November, 1901, the Public Works records again show a 
fall in lake stage which, as may be seen from a simple computation, 
could not have occurred. From October 15th to December 1st, 1901, 
an average tail water level of 1038.0 is recorded. This corresponds to 
a dischiMTge of 11,720 c. f. s. The decrease in lake stage of .5 foot 
recorded by the Public Works gauge reader; between November 3rd 
and 13th, corresponds to a decrease in storage equivalent to 23,958 
c. f. s., or a negative runoflF of 12,238 c. f. s. At a temperature of 
30 degrees, prevailing at this time, the evaporation from the surface 
of the Lake would be about one inch per month, equivalent to 1,325 
c. f . s. Subtracting this evaporation loss from the indicated negative 
runoff of 12,238 c. f. s., still leaves 10,913 c. f. s. plus aUofthe inflow 
into the Lake unaccounted for. The Public Works records from 
November, 1901, to May, 1903, are, therefore, not given much weight, 
and the mean lake level line is based principally upon the William 
Lyon and the Mill "A" fore bay records, with due compensation for 
fall between Lake and fore bays. 

During the summer of 1903 the Warroad and the Mill ''A*' 
records are used as the basis for determining the mean lake level. 
The Public Works records are not given any weight for most of this 
period because the Mill "A" fore bay records, on May 30th and on 
June 12th, which are not Sundays, show higher readings than the 
Public Works records, and further, because of the fact that Napoleon 
Lemay was the Public Works gauge reader at this time. The char- 
acter of his observations has been previously commented upon. 

The single record of head water level takian at Kenora by A. 
Pringle on July 29th, 1903, is also platted on the graph. When 
allowance is made for fall from the Lake to the head race, this record 
confirms the mean lake level line adopted. The Public Works records 
.for August 28th to 30th check with the Warroad records, and tho 
mean lake level line is drawn through these points. 

During September and October, 1903, heavy precipitation was 
recorded over the entire Lake of the Woods watershed. This fact, 
together with a statement accompanying the gauge readings both in 
the Public Works Record Book and on the Sheets, to the effect that 
these records are according to instructions received from the Gov- 
ernment Inspector, Mr. Burton, led to the acceptance of the Public 
Works records for the first two weeks in November, 1903. From that 
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point on, however, it is again assumed that the Lake fell gradually 
until April, 1904. 

On March 11th, 1904, the late Mr. R. Davenport, of the U. S. 
P^ngineer Office at St. Paul, Minnesota, made an instrumental deter- 
mination of the water level at Warroad. The elevation of water sur- 
face, viz. 1058.69, as determined by Mr. Davenport, is accepted as the 
mean lake level for that date. This agrees w«ll with the Mill "A" 
fore bay and the William Lyon records. The drop indicated by the 
first six days' gauge readings at Warroad during April, 1904, argues 
an impossible lake condition, and hence the records for these days 
are disregarded. From this point on, however, the Warroad records 
show a consistent relationship to the Mill ''A" records, and, during 
the remainder of the year 1 904, are used largely as the basis for deter- 
mining the line of mean lake levels. 

Throughout 1904 and 1905, the Warroad records have been fol- 
lowed consistently, checked by the Public Works records from Sep- 
tember 1 1th to 1 7th, 1 905, the latter part of October and all of Decem- 
ber, 1905. The Warroad records also agree \vith the records furnished 
by the Ontario Hydro-Electric Power Commission between October 
4th, 1905 and May 18th, 1906.* 

The mean lake level line adopted for the winter of 1904 and 1905 
is based, primarily, upon the January Uth reading at Warroad, and 
the Mill ''A" fore bay records. The William Lyon records also agree 
with the line of mean lake levels adopted. 

The instrumental checks of the Warroad gauge on March 11th, 
1904, and December 16th, 1905, at practically the beginning and 
end of the two years in question, add confidence in the reliability of 
the Warroad records for this period. Moreover, Lemay was gauge 
reader at.Keewatin during 1904 and up to April, 1905. During the 
summer of 1905, the dock at Norman is said to have been in an 
unstable condition, and except for readings in September and Octo- 
ber (which are assumed to have been taken by Hansen from his 
mark) the records of lake levels are unrehable until December, 1905, 
at which time the gauge was being read at the Keewatin bridge, 
presumably having been transferred during November of that year. 

From March until .September, 1906, the records for the various 
stations do not check well. The William Lyon record of April 10th 
and the Mill ''A" fore bay record of April 18th indicate that the 
Keewatin records are too low, and that a line through the Ontario 
Hydro-Electric Power Commission's records would be. more nearly 
correct. On May 27th, 1906, the following note appears relative to 
Mill "A'^: ''Sunday MiU not running, south wind"; and on Jime 

*The bench marks establishing the Ontario Hydro-Electric Commission datum, to 'which their gauge 
was referred, have been destroyed. These records, however, have been reduced to se»-level datum by 
adding 457.2 feet. This equation has been derived from a comparison of the various available gauge records 
or this period, corrected for a slight fall through the Devil's Gap. 
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3rd, 1906: '* Sunday not running.'' It seems reasonable to assume 
that these two days give actual lake levels. If so, then Warroad 
records at this time appear several tenths too high and Keewatin 
about .1 low. This condition is assumed to prevail throughout the 
summer until September, when both the two stations practically 
give the same level. 

The Kenora head water levels, taken by Mr. G. M. Wynn during 
a portion of 1906, are abo plotted on the graphs, and confirm the line 
of mean lake level adopted. 

During the latter part of 1906, and through all of 1907, both 
Warroad and Keewatin records gave a reliable mean lake level. 

In August, 1907, the Kenora Municipal Power Plant fore bay 
records begin. Although this gauge, as a rule, records water levels 
somewhat below the lake stage, nevertheless, these records are of 
value, and on Sundays, when little or no water is being used by the 
plant, the gauge should record a water level practically as high as 
that in the Lake. During the latter part of 1907, the Kenora fore 
bay records give higher stages than the Keewatin lake gauge records. 
On Simday, November 24th, 1907, and on Sunday, December 22nd, 
1907, the Kenora fore bay gauge, as might be expected, appears to 
record very nearly the actual lake level. 

From 1908 to 1912 several records of lake levels taken by Mr. 
George Drewry, at his boat house in Kenora, are available and are 
extremely valuable in determining the mean lake level in several 
instances. 

The following notes, appearing with the Mill "A'* records, are of 
assistance in determining mean lake levels duriug 1908. On January 
25th, 1908: "Mill closed down"; on March 12th, 1908: "Mill closed, 
17 logs removed at Dam 2nd to 7th" ; and on July 2nd: "Mill closed 
down." From March to August 1908, the Mill " A " fore bay levels lie 
well up among the lake levels and consequently may indicate that Mill 
"A" was shut down for a considerable portion of this time. The 
recoY-ds of all gauges for June 6th, June 27th, August 3d and 4th, 
August 'l6th to 22nd, October 27th, and all of December, 1908, are 
merely a few of those which stand out in importance in deriving the 
mean lake level for this year. 

During 1909, as in other years, the effect of wind is manifested 
by a lowering of the lake surface at Keewatin and Kenora, and a 
rising at Warroad, or vice versa. The phenomenon, occasionally, 
is of use in determining whether or not one or the other of the' Lake 
of the Woods gauges was actually read daily dining a certain period. 
On November 14th, 1909, Warroad records a very high level and 
Kenora fore bay a very low level, while the Keewatin record shows 
the same stage from November 14th to December 18th, indicating 
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that during the latter part of November, at least, no correct readings 
were actually taken. 

During May, 1909, the Drewry records i^ee with the Warroad 
records, and consequently these two are used. 

On the Sundays, December 26th, 1909 and January 16th, 23rd, 
and 30th, 1910, the readings of the Kenora Power Plant fore bay 
gauge, are used in determining the mean lake levels because both 
the Keewatin and the Warroad records appear of questionable 
accuracy. 

From February, 1910, to the latter part of June, 1910, there is 
little dilEculty in determining the mean lake level. During July, 
August, September, and most of October, the mean lake level line 
is based principally on the Drewry, the Kenora, and the Warroad 
records — the Keewatin records not being consistent. In April, 1910, 
following note appears on the Mill "A'' records: "Mill closed, 40 more 
stop logs taken out on April 26th" ; on May 3rd, 1910, this note: "Mill 
closed"; and on May 21st and 25th, 1910: "Mill A closed." These 
notes indicate that Mill "A" was closed during a portion of April, 
May, and June, and would account for the fact that the Mill "A" 
fore bay gauge, records water levels agreeing with those recorded by 
the lake gauges. As instances of close correspondence between the 
records of the lake gauges, more particularly of the Drewry, Kenora, 
and Warroad gauges, the following dates may be cited: April 19th, 
April 25th, May 13th, Jime 14th, July 7th, October 20th, November 
6th, and November 12th, all in 1910. 

During the winter of 1910 and 1911, Sunday falls on December 
4th, nth, 18th, and 25th, and January 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th. 
The mean lake level for these two months is based principally upon 
the Sunday readings of the fore bay gauge of the Kenora Municipal 
Power Plant — aft^r making a small allowance for fall. As previously 
noted, the Warroad gauge heights, from January 1st, 1911, to April 
27th, 1912, taken at Zippel, are not considered reliable, consequently, 
the mean lake level during this period is based upon the Drevry, the 
Keewatin, and the Kenora records. Close correspondence between 
these records may be noted in particular on the following dates: 
April 17th, June 8th, June 29th, September 10th, and November 
14th, in 1911. 

During the winter of 1911 and 1912, Sunday falls on December 
3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, and 31st; January 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th; Feb- 
ruary 4th, nth, 18th, and 25th; March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, and 3l8t; 
and April 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th. It will be noticed that the 
Kenora fore bay records for these dates stand out significantly, and 
it is these records which are used, primarily, in arriving at mean lake 
levels through the winter of 1911 and 1912. As stated before, the 
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WaiToad records from December Ist, 1911, to April 28th, 1912, are 
considered so unreliable that it was deemed best not to plot them. 

It will be noticed that on April 4th, 1912, there is very close 
correspondence between the Drewry and the Keewatin records. 

From April 28th, 1912, to date, all of the gauges have been read 
with sufficient care to yield reliable records, and the mean lake level 
line is readily deterinined by giving proper weight to wind effects 
at the two ends of the Lake. The difference in the character of the 
gauge records during the earlier and the later years covered by our 
investigation is so apparent from the graphs as to require no comment. 

We believe, however, that the mean lake level line as we have 
deduced it from all available data constitutes a substantially correct 
record of the levels which have prevailed on the Lake of the Woods 
from October 1st, 1892, to December 31st, 1916. 
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OUTFLOW FROM THE LAKE OF THE WOODS 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

The only measurements of outflow from the Lake of the Woods 
made prior to June, 1912, are given in Table 59. 

Since June, 1912, the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, of the 
Water Power Branch, Department of the Interior, Canada, has made 
frequent measurements, by approved methods, of the outflow from 
the Lake through the various channels. A sunmiary of these meas- 
urements is presented in Tables 63 to 67. 

Even though practically no meter measurements were made of 
the outflow from the Lake of the Woods through the various chan- 
nels, imtil recent years, yet reasonably continuous records of water 
levels below the mills, and below the Norman Dam, have been kept 
since 1892. The physical conditions at the outlets of the Lake, and 
in the Winnipeg River for some distance below Kenora, are such 
that it is entirely feasible to deduce the outflow from the Lake, d\u*- 
ing the earUer years, by means of the readings of the tail water 
gauges at the mills and at the Norman Dam, after the relation between 
tail water level and discharge has been determined from the recent 
meas\u*ements of the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey. 

The outflow from the Lake of the Woods, from 1892 to date, 
as computed from the tail water levels at Keewatin and the rating 
curve of *' Discharge through all Outlets," Plate 70 (which will later 
be discussed), is given in Table 70. 

SUMMARY OF AVAILABLE TAIL WATER RECORDS 

The following records of water levels in the tail races of the 
mills and the power plants at Keewatin and at Kenora, and in the 
river below the Norman Dam, are available for the period of years 
from 1892 to date. 



Table 



Plates 



1. Records of James C. Kezinedy, Engineer for the Keewatin Power Company: Tail 

water levels observed at the site of the Norman Dam, at Norman, Ontario, from 
October, 1892, to October, 1895, and from July to December, 1898 

2. Records of the Department of Public Works. Ontario: Tail water levels observed 

at Norman, Ontario, from November, 1898, to about September, 1908, and at 
Keewatin, Ontario, from about September, 1908, to date , 

3. Records of the Lake of the Woods Hilling Company: Tail water levels taken with 

the chafai gauge in the tail race of jiill "A", at Keewatin, Ontario, several 
times a month during most of the period from 1896 to 1912 

128 



51,62,64 
64 to 64 
63 to 64 
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Table 


Plates 


4. necords of the Kenora Municipal Power Plant: Tail water levels observed at Ee- 
nora, Ontario, on the river gauge and on the tail race gauge of the Power Plant, 
from August, 1907, to date 


10 


61 to 65 


5. Record of Mr. A. Prlngle: Tall water level observed at Kenora, Ontario, on July 
29th, 1903 .., 


59 


6. Records of Mr. G. M. Wyrm: Tall water levels observed at Kenora, Ontario, during 
the construction of the present Municipal Power Plant, on occasional days from 
June to October, 1908 


20 
14 

14 

22 


61 


7. Records of the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey: Tail water levels observed at the 

Winnipeg River Bridge at Keewatin, Ontario, from June 29th, 1912, to date . . . 

8. Records of the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey: Tail water levels observed at the 

Norman J)am, at Norman, Ontario, from October 8th, 1913, to December 3l8t, 


64 and 66 
64 and 65 


9. Records of the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey: TaU water levels observed on the 
rh^er gauge and on the tail race gauge of the Power Plant, at Kenora, Ontario, 
from August, 1912, to February, 1913 


64 







RECORDS OF JAMES C. KENNEDY AT NORMAN. ONTARIO 

The tail water levels observed by Mr. James C. Kennedy, or 
under his supervision, were taken in the pool below the rapids at 
the site of the Norman Dam, from October, 1892, to October, 1896, 
and from July to December, 1898. Accordmg to the records, on 
October 14th, after the completion of the dam, Kennedy established 
a gauge '*at the tail end of fighway." 

As explained fuUy when discussing Kennedy's lake levels, the 
readings of his gauges have been reduced to sea-level datum by the 
addition of 960.0. Kennedy's observed tail water levels appear 
in Table 6, and are shown graphically on Plates 51, 52, and 64. 

RECORDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBUC WORKS. ONTARIO. AT NORM^ AND KEEWATIN 

• ONTARIO 

On November 19th, 1898, after completion of the Norman Dam, 
the operation of the structure was turned over, by the Keewatin 
Power Company, to Alexander McQuarrie, caretaker appointed by 
the Ontario Government. Practically continuously since that date, 
tail water levels have been observed by various gauge readers of" 
the Department of Public Works, Ontario. The original gauge 
set by James C. Kennedy in October, 1898, or a gauge similarly 
placed and reading to the same datum, was used up to November, 
1905. At this time, according to information fmrdshed by the Mani- 
toba Hydrographic Survey, when the lake gauge was transferred 
from Norman to Keewatin, the "Above Dam'* and ''Tail Water" 
gauges 'at the Norman Dam were re-set. 

The new "Above Dam'' gauge consisted merely of a notch, 
regarded as being at elevation "100,'' in the comer of the fishway 
pier, from which measurements were taken to the water level. The 
zero of this gauge, as determined by the Manitoba Hydrographic 
Sur\'ey in 1912, is 961.6. It has been stated that, at the time these 
gaugjBs were re-set, the levels were transferred from the "Above 
Dam" gauge to the lower end of the fishway, by means of a carpen- 
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ter's level, and the "Tail Water" gauge thereby re-eatabliahed. 
A photograph of this gauge, fastened to the lower end of the fishway, 
presumably in the fall of 1905, is shown on Plate X. The instru- 
mental checks of this gauge, made by the Manitoba Hydrographic 
Survey, follow. 

Determination of Zero 

Public Worki Tail Water Gauge 

Norman^ Ontario 

June 21, 1912, Zero of Gauge, sea-level datum 960. 74 

Nov. 14, 1912, Zero of Gauge, sea-level datum 960.73 

June 9, 1913, Zero of Gauge, sea-level datum 960. 68 

During 1907 or 1908 a gauge is stated to have been established 
on a timber crib at the exit of the tail race of Mill ''C of the Lake 
of the Woods Milling Company at Keewatin. Both this and the 
Norman Dam tail water gauge are stated to have been read for 
some time as a check, and then the readings at the Norman Dam 
were discontinued. No definite time has been given as the date of 
the beginning of readings at the Mill ''C" gauge, but as near as it 
is possible to determine the time by the records, readings were begun 
at this gauge about September, 1908. 

During the low water prevailing in the fall of 1911, the stability 
of the crib to which the gauge at Mill '^C" was attached, became 
endangered through imdermining, and the datum of this gauge 
was transferred, by water level, to the old ch'tdn gauge in the tail race 
of Mill "A." • Some time later the gauge at Mill "C" was destroyed. 

Readings of tail water levels at Mill "A" were made on the 
chain gauge by lowering a weight in the tail race of the mill. At the 
time of transfer in the fall of 1911, a scale was established on the 
wall of Mill *'A," so that readings were given directly. This chain 
gauge was destroyed about Jime 23rd, 1912, during the reconstruc- 
tion of the mill. 

From a point on a rock in the tail race, corresponding to a gauge 
reading of 74.0 (local datimi), as given by the gauge reader, a staff 
gauge, reading to the same datum as the old chain gauge, was estab- 
lished on Jime 24th, 1912, by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, in 
the Winnipeg River just outside the tail race. A photograph of this 
gauge is shown on Plate T. The various instrumental checks made 
of the zero of this gauge, by the Manitoba Hydrographic. Survey, 
follow. 

Determination of Zero 

Public Works Tail Water Gauge 

Keewatin^ Ontario 

June 25,1912, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datimi 960.29 

July 17, 1913, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum 960. 33 

Dec. 8,1913, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum 960.34 
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feh. 3, 1914, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum 960. 34 

Feb. 26, 1914, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum 960. 34 

Apr. 10, 1914, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum 960. 33 

May 30, 1914, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum 960.34 

July 8, 1914, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum 960.37 

Aug. 7, 1914, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum 960. 38 

Sept. 14, 1914, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum 960. 345 

Oct. 1, 1914, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum 960. 34 

Dec. 11, 1914, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum 960. 346 

. In the reduction of the Department of Public Works, Ontario, 
tail water records to sea-lerel datum, a gauge zero of 960.0, or that 
used for the Kennedy records, was applied from November, 1898, 
to November, 1905. From December, 1905, to September, 1908, 
a gauge zero of 960.7, i. e., the zero of the old Norman Dam tail 
water gauge, as determined in 1912 and 1913 by the Manitoba 
Hydrographic Survey, was applied. 

During the water level transfers from the Norman Dam tail 
water gauge to the Mill "C" gauge, and from there to the Mill "A*' 
chain gauge, an error of about 0.4 of a foot was apparently made. 
This may be observed by a comparison of Tables 7, 9, and 10. A 
part of this error can be accounted for by the fall of from one to 
three tenths of a foot between the Norman Dam and Keewatin, at 
low and high stages, respectively. 

It has been assumed that in the water level transfer from Mill 
'T'' to the Mill "A** chain gauge no error was involved, and that the 
gauge zero of 960.3, as given in the above table, held from Septem- 
ber, 1908, to Jime, 1912, when th^ first instrimiental check was secured. 
Since June, 1912, the Department of Public Works records have been 
reduced to sea-level datum by the gauge zeros given in the above 
table. These records appear in Table 7, and are shown graphically 
on Plates 54 to 64. 

RECORDS OF THE LAKE OF THE WOODS MILLING COMPANY AT KEEWATIN. ONTARIO 

Tail water levels observed by means of the chain gauge at Mill 
"A,'* by employees of the Lake of the Woods Milling Company, were 
taken at irregular intervals between 1896 and 1912. The distance 
from the top of the power house floor to the water level was meas- 
ured, at times, in both fore bay and tail race, so as to obtain the head 
utilized by the turbines of the mill. The readings were made in feet 
and inches below the top of the floor, the elevation of which was found, 
in 1912, by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey to be 1064.31. The 
fore bay readings were made by means of a graduated stick, while 
those in the tail race were made by means of the chain gauge, a 
weight being lowered until it touched the water surface. These 
records appear in Table' 9, and are shown graphically on Plates 53 
to 64. 

988W— 17— 10 
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RECORDS OF THE KENORA MUNICIPAL POWER PLANT AT KENORA. ONTARIO 

Daily tail water readings are available, of the Kenora Municipal 
Power Plant river gauge, from August 21st, 1907, to November 2nd, 
1910, and of the tail race gauge above the submerged weir, from 
November 3rd, 1910, to the present time. These readings were taken 
by employees of the Power Plant for the purpose of obtaining the 
head utilized at the plant. 

The river gauge was located just aroimd the first point on the 
right shore below the power house, as shown on the " Key Plan of Out- 
lets, Lake of the Woods." During the low water of the fall of 1910, 
the old cofferdam below the power house was built up so as to form a 
weir to keep the tail water level up sufficiently high to prevent the 
breaking of the vacuum in the draft tubes. The construction of the 
weir necessitated the establishment of a gauge above it, in order to 
obtain the head utilized, particularly in low water, consequently, 
about November 1910, a new gauge was* placed in the tail race im- 
mediately below the power house. Readings were taken on both 
gauges imtil January 16th, 1912, when the old river gauge was 
abandoned. The records of these gauges, as platted on Plate 64 
indicate that the Kenora tail water readings may have been taken at 
the gauge above the cofferdam after November 3rd, instead of after 
December 1st, 1910 — the date given by the Manitoba Hydrographic 
Survey — as has been stated. 

The instrumental checks of these gauges, as made by the Mani- 
toba Hydrographic Survey, follow. 

Determination of Zero, Municipal Power Plant Tail Water Gauges, Kenora, Ontario 

Sept. 21, 1911, Zero of Old River Gauge, Sea-level datum 962. 97 

June 24, 1912, Zero of New River Gauge, Sea-level datum 962. 875 

June 24, 1912, Zero of Tail race Gauge, Sea-level datum 962. 875 

Mar. 3, 1913, Zero of Tail race Gauge, Sea-level datum 962. 89 

Mar. 3, 1913, Zero of Tail race Gauge (Re-set), Sea-level datum 962. 675 

Sept, 27, 1913, Zero of Tail race Gauge, Sea-level datum 962. 675 

Sept. 28, 1913, Zero of Tail race Gauge, Sea-level datura 1001. 31 

In accordance with the above values a gauge zero of 963.0 was 
used for reduction purposes from August 21st, 1907, to November 
30th, 1910; of 962.9 from December 1st, 1910, to March 2nd, 1913; 
and of 962.68 from March 3rd, 1913, to September 27th, 1913, after 
which date the gauge was set to read directly to the Water Power 
Survey datum of the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, with a zero of 
1001.31 sea-level datum. These records appear in Table 10, and are 
shown graphically on Plates 61 to 65. 

A picture of the Kenora Municipal Plant tail race gauge is 
shown on Plate T. 
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RECORD Q¥ MR. A. PRINGLE AT KENORA. ONTARIO 

A single observation of tail water level, elevation 80.36, local 
datum, was made by A. Pringle and J. S. Costigan on July 29th, 
1903, at the time they made their meter measurement of the flow 
through the Eastern Outlet. The reading was referred to the local 
datum used during, the construction of the Kenora Power House, 
and when reduced to sea-level datum by the addition of 962.63, 
gives a valuable record of the relation between taU water levels at 
Eenora and at Keewatin. This record appears on Plate 59. 

RECORDS OF MR. G, M. WYNN AT KENORA. ONTARIO 

During the construction of the present Kenora Municipal Power 
Plant in 1906, scattered readings of tail water levels were taken by 
Mr. G. M. Wynn, then resident engineer. These records were taken 
at the first point on the right shore, below the power house, and were 
referred to the local datum used in the construction of the plant, the 
elevation of which is 962.63 feet above sea-level datum. These 
readings are of considerable value in that they give the relation 
between Kenora and Keewatin tail water levels when the Eastern 
Outlet was entirely closed oflF. These records appear in Table 20 and 
are shown graphically on Plate 61. 

RECORDS OF THE MANITOBA HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY AT KEEWATIN 

On June 25th, 1912, the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey estab- 
lished a gauge on the southern end of the Winnipeg River Traffic 
Bridge at Keewatin. Daily, or twice daily readings have been taken 
on this gauge, from June 29th, 1912, to the present time, except 
between December 4th, 1912, and March 10th, 1913, when the read- 
ings are scattered. On January 12th, 1914, the gauge was removed 
from the bridge and placed on the right bank of the River a short 
distance below the bridge. Beginning with January 1st, 1914, the 
readings are given directly to Water Ppwer Survey datum. The 
instrumental checks of this gauge foUow. 

Determination of Zero y M, H. 8. Keewatin River Bridge Tail Water Gauge — Keewatin, 

Ontario 

June 25, 191'2, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum 961. 15 

Nov. 21, 1912, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum 961.17 

July 17, 1913, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum , 961. 19 

Jan. 12, 1914, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum 961. 18 

Jan. 12, 1914, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum 1001. 31 

Jan. 31, 1914, Zero of Gauge, Sea-level Datum 1001. 31 

The records appear in Table 14, and are shown graphically on 
Plates 64 and 65. 

A picture of this gauge is shown on Plate T. 
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RECORDS OF MANTTOBA HYDROGRAPMC SURVEY AT NORMAN 

From October 8th, 1913, to December Slat, 1915, daily readings 
of the Norman Dam tail water gauge have been taken by the Mani- 
toba Hydrographic Survey. These readings have been taken direct 
to Water Power Survey datum, and when reduced to sea^level datum 
afford a comparison between tail water levels at Norman and at 
Keewatin. Ilie relationship found to exist between tail water levels 
observed at these two points from 1913 to 1915, and which is cor- 
roborated by a few earlier readings, is used in deducing mean tail 
water levek at Keewatin for the early years, from the readings taken 
at Norman. 

The relation between tail water levels at Norman and at Kee- 
watin, for the same discharge through the West Branch of the Win- 
nipeg River, used in deducing mean tail water levels at Keewatin 
from the readings at Norman during the early years, is based upon 
the relationship found to exist between these two points from 1913 
to 1915, and which is corroborated by a few earUer readings. 

These records appear in Table 14, and are shown graphically on 
Plates 64 and 65. 

RECORDS OF MANITOBA HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY AT KENORA 

Beginning August 1st, 1912, and continuing until February 19th, 
1913, daily readings of the Kenora river and tail race gauges were 
taken by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey. These readings ufford 
a comparison between tail water levels at Kenora and at Keewatin. 

These records appear in Table 22, and are presented graphically 
on Plate 64. 

DETERMINATION OF MEAN OBSERVED TAIL WATER LEVELS AT LAKE OF THE WOODS 

From October, 1892, to October, 1895, tail water levels were ob- 
served at the Norman Dam under the supervision of Mr. James C. 
Kennedy. The records for this period are accurate, and the mean 
level at Keewatin is readily determined by allowing for differences 
in level between Norman and Keewatin. Except for the one record 
of March 15th, 1893, which appears to be in error, the hne of mean 
tail water level at Keewatin closely follows the Kennedy readings. 
The line has been drawn from .1 to .2 of a foot below the mean ob- 
served level at Norman, to compensate for the higher reading of 
the tail water gauge at Norman. Tail water readings at Keewatin 
can then be used directly in the determination of discharge from 
the Keewatin rating curve. 

As previously stated in discussing mean lake levels, it is neces* 
sary to estimate tail water levels between October 10th, 1895, and 
May 4th, 1896. As explained in detail in that discussion, a tail 
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Courtesy oj Manttoba Hydrographic Survey (i, a, 4) 

1. Mr. Scovil Holding Finger on "100" Notch of 'Above Dam Gauge* at 

Norman, Ontario 

2. Present Tail Race Gauge of Kenora Municipal Power Plant 

3. Public Works Tail Water Gauge Below Mill "A" at Keewatin- 

September II. 1913 

4. Present Norman Dam Tail Water Gauge 
6. Manitoba HYDROQRAPmc ^yRVEY^TAiL Water Gauge on Keewatin River 



bridge-September IT, 1913 
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water elevation of 1036.0 for April 1, 1896, was estimated by com- 
parison with previous years. The mean line was then given a grad- 
ual slope downward from October 10th, 1895, to April 1st, 1896, and 
a slope upward from April 1st to May 4th, 1896, in accordance with 
similar changes in previous years. 

Throughout 1896, 1897, and part of 1898, the Mill "A" records 
are the only ones available, and hence are used in determining the 
mean tail water level. 

During the latter part of 1898, close correspondence between the 
Mill ^' A" and Kennedy records is noticeable. During periods of low 
discharge through Mill "A", and during periods of piedium to high 
tail water stages, the Mill "A" tail water records have, in the absence 
of any fiurther information, been considered as giving true Keewatin 
taU water levels. An inspection of the graphs will substantiate this 
conclusion. Occasionally, especially at the lower stages, the Mill 
''A" tail water level is found to he several tenths above the mean 
line, on account of the fall through tail race proper. 

On September 22nd, 1911, at the low stage of 1035.51 at Kee- 
watin, there was a fall of 0.48 foot between the water level inaido of 
tail race and that in the River below. 

The variations of tail water level in the fall of 1898 are due to 
the manipulation of the stop logs in the sluices at the dam, as 
explained in the notes accompanying the records. 

The variations in tail water level during the latter part of April 
and fore part of May, 1899, were also due to stop log manipulation. 
The old RoUerway Dam is stated to have been removed between 
May 1st and 13th, 1899. 

According to the records, all the stop logs were removed from the 
Norman Dam by June 11th, 1899. Driftwood apparently accumu- 
lated at the dam during the high water of June and July, but, accord- 
ing to the statement of the gauge reader, it did not affect the free 
discharge of water through the dam. The Public Works records 
show a peculiar variation in stage during July, August, and part of 
September, 1899. This variation does not appear to represent actual 
physical conditions, and consequently, the mean tail water level line 
is passed through the Mill ^'A" readings. The large drop in tail 
water level dxiring October and the rise in December were both due 
to the manipulation of stop logs at the Norman Dam. 

From the last half of December, 1899, to April, 1900, the Mill ^'A" 
readings are about a foot higher than those of the Public Works 
Department, but are beheved to be correct for the following reasons. 
First — ^About 74 stop logs were out of the dam during the winter of 
1899 to 1900. These were replaced about April 1st. A substantial 
drop in tail water would then be expected about April 1st. This 
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drop is very manifest in the Mill ''A" readings, but is barely indi- 
cated by the Public Works records. Second — The . greater the 
number of stop logs taken out or. put into the dam, the greater, 
generally speaking, should be the corresponding change in tail water 
level, other conditions remaining constant. In December, 1898, the 
removal of 52 logs resulted in a rise of 1.7 feet in tail water. In 
December, 1899, the removal of 74 logs, at higher lake and tail water 
stages, resulted in a rise in tail water level of 2.6 feet, according to 
the Mill *'A" readings, and only 1.6 feet according to the Public 
Works readings. For these reasons, the Mill *'A" records are 
accepted and used as the basis for the mean tail water level line 
during the winter of 1899-1900. 

The rise in tail water, shown by the Public Works records previous 
to September 26th, 1900, cannot be satisfactorily accounted for. No 
change was made in the dam until the 26th, when two large and three 
small logs were removed. The increased tail water level, then, 
resulted from increased discharge through the Eastern Outlet and 
increased leakage through the Norman Dam, as the result of increased 
lake stage. The Public Works records would show an increase in 
leakage through the d^m of about 2300 c. f. s., for a rise of about 2 
feet in lake stage, from August 20th to September 25th, after making 
due allowance for increased discharge through the Eastern Outlet, 
and assuming a constant flow of about. 1050 c. f. s. through the 
Keewatin mills. The mean tail water line, based on the Mill ''A" 
records, shows an increased leakage of about 900 c. f . s. The adopted 
line is believed to be correct, inasmuch as an increase of 2300 c. f . s. 
would be between 35 and 40 per cent of the total leakage at that time, 
which is unquestionably too large. 

During the winter of 1900 to 1901, the Public Works records 
again fail to agree with the Mill *^ A'' records. No gauge heights are 
recorded at Mill ''A*' between December 13th, 1900, and February 
23rd, 1901, but the following note, by the Mill ''A" gauge reader, 
appears, *'Ice frozen out too far to measure correct but has kept 
gradually falling below as well as above." The Public Works rec- 
ords show no fall whatever until after February 23rd, when they agree 
with the Mill *^ A'' records, consequently, for the days on which they 
are available, the Mill ''A'' records have been accepted for the entire 
period from October, 1900, to February, 1901. The Mill ''A" reading 
on April 12th, 1901, is probably in error 1 foot. 

It is probable that the PubUc Works records between August 
24th and October 13th, 1901, do not represent actual readings. It 
appears as though the gauge had been read on August 24th, 1901, 
when the work of replacing stop logs was completed, and then esti- 
mated for some time following. The gauge reader apparently 
assumed, inasmuch as stop log removal had been completed, that the 
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tail water level would remain constant. A number of similar 
instances can be found on the graphs, as for example, 

1. Period following removal of logs completed October 15-17, 
1900. 

2. Period foflowing replacing of logs completed August 23, 1901, 

3. Period following replacing of stop logs in progress July 23, 
1902. 

4. Period following replacing of stop logs in progress September 3, 
1902. 

5. Period following removal of stop logs in progress May 5, 1903, 
While of minor importance, the following dates indicate addi- 
tional instances on which the Public Works gauge does not seem to 
have been read daily: June 18 to 28, September 25 to 30, October 7 
to 9, October 15 to 25, December 16 to 31, all m 1899; April 6 to 23, 
1900; May 12 to 16, 1901; July 9 to 19, 1902; April 15 to May 3, 1903; 
and frequently in 1904. 

During the entire year of 1902, the Public Works records again 
do not agree with those of Mill *'A," and the mean tail water level 
line is based on the latter records. In June, for example, the Public 
Works records gives 1046.3, which is almost up to the high water of 
1900. This could not possibly be correct, because the stop logs were 
Hot all out of the dam, and the lake level was lower than in 1900, at 
which time the dam was practically wide open. 

The drops in tail water level in July and September resulted from 
the placing of stop logs in the dam. There is no record, however, of 
any change in the dam in October, 1902. It appears as though the 
gauge reader had suddenly discovered that his previous readings 
were in error by about 1 foot. 

From January to Mai*ch, and during November and December, 
1903, the Public Works records and the Mill **A" records agree. 
Liemay began reading the Public Works gauge in August, 1903. 
Except for November, 1903, when, according to the notes, the 
readings were taken ''according to the instructions given me by 
Mr. Burton, Government Inspector'', Lemay's records are very 
imreliable,— a fact indicated in the previous discussion of the Public 
Works records. 

In 1904, on account of discrepancies in Lemay's readings, the 
MiU **A'' records are again followed. The more noticeable irregu- 
larities in Lemay's records for the year, are the rise of 1.05 feet from 
May 12th to 13th, and the similarity between the readings for the 
first and the last half of February, July, and December. The one 
high gauge record at Mill "A" on November 7th, 1904, ia substan- 
tiated in a general way by the apparently approximate readings of 
Lemay, and the note appearing on that day in the Mill ''A" records 
'*Stop logs out to remove driftwood". 
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lu April, 1905; N. K. Hansen was appointed caretaker of the 
Normaa Dam. Apparently he did not read the gauge correctly 
during the first two 'months. During the months of high discharge 
which followed, however, his readings appear reliable. During 
September and part of October j the Mill "A" records appear to be 
about 1 foot in error. This conclusion is substantiated by the note 
appearing in the Mill **A" records, September 14th, 1906, "Heavy 
rain, east wind, started putting in few stop logs on 13th". Evidently 
the drop of 1 foot in the Mill "A'' readings on September 1st was 
not due to the replacing of stop logs, and presumably represents an 
error of 1 foot in the gauge reading. 

Close correspondence between the Mill "A" and Department of 
PubUc Works records between April 24th and June 7th, 1906, is 
noticeable. 

Several water levels, obtained by G. M. Wynn during the con- 
struction of the present Kenora Power House, have been reduced to 
sea-level datum and platted on the graph of observed tail water 
levels for 1906. With the Eastern Outlet entirely shut oflF, the tail 
water level recorded at Kenora would be lower than that at Kee- 
watin. A comparison of Wynn's June and July readings with the 
Mill "A" records indicates a fall between Keewatin and Kenora of 
about 0.75 foot at a stage of 1042.5, and no dischai^e through the 
Eastern Outlet. During June, 1913, when the Kenora Power Plant 
was discharging approximately 1200 c. f. s. on week days, this fall 
was approximately 0.5 foot at a tail water level of 1041.4 at Kee- 
watin. Between August 5th and September 19th, 1913, with a tail 
water stage of 1039.5 at Keewatin, the Kenora plant discharged an 
average of about 700 c. f . s. The fall at this lower stage is 0.55 to 
0.60 foot, which is very likely due to the decreased discharge. 

The tail water record of Pringle on July 29th, 1903, gives a«fall 
of 0.70 foot at a stage of 1043.7, and a discharge of 4122 c. f. s. 
through the Eastern Outlet. On Sunday, October 4th, 1914, at 
10:30 A. M., the Kenora gauge read 1037.76 as against a reading of 
1038.46 at Keewatin at noon, or a faU of 0.70 foot with a very low 
discharge at Kenora. This measurement of fall in 1914 was, of 
course, made after the improvement of the channel. east of Old Fort 
Island, and is probably greater than the faU would have been before 
that improvement. However, these notes substantiate, in general, 
the difference between Mill ^'A" and Wynn records. 

The rise shown by the Public Works records diuing the latter 
part of June, 1906, cannot be -accounted for. 

The records of water levels above The Dalles indicate that 
between Keewatin tail water levels of 1038 and 1041, the fall between 
Keewatin and The Dalles varies from 1.4 to 1.75 feet. The eleva- 
tions of high water marks indicate that at a tail water level of 1046.0 
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at Eeewatin, the fall is 2.0 feet. The fall from Eeewatin to The 
Dalles for a tail water level of 1043 should then be about 1.8 feet, 
while the fall from Keewatin to Kenora alone, according to the 
Public Works records, is 1.95 feet for July lOth, 1906. Acceptance 
of the Mill "A" tail water records for July 10th, would give a fall of 
1.8 feet from Eeewatin to The Dalles, and a fall of 1.05 feet from 
Eenora to The Dalles, which would be entirely reasonable for the 
condition of no flow through the Eastern Outlet. The Mill ''A" 
records are therefore adopted through June, July, and August, 1906. 

From August 22nd to September 20th, 1906, the Public Works 
and the Mill "A" records check very closely. The Wynn records, 
at Eenora, however, indicate some changes in location or immediate 
surroundings of Wynn's gauge between September 27th and 29th, as 
the fall previously shown between Eeewatin and Eenora gradually 
reduces to zero in October. 

During 1907 the line of mean tail water level at Eeewatin follows 
the Mill ^'A!^ records without exception. The dip in the mean line 
during the first ten days of June is substantiated by the following 
note, — May 29, '^A few (28) stop logs put in on 29 to 31 and about 
half (12) taken out again today". The dip between July 20th and 
August 10th also resulted from stop log manipulation, as indicated 
by the following note, — July 22nd, *'Stop logs put in and driftwood 
north side cleared away, 15 to 20", and, Aug. 15, ''22 stop logs 
taken out on south side". Additional stop logs were removed in 
September and October, causing the rise in tail water shown by the 
records. The Mill "A" records from August 21st, 1907, to the close 
of the year, are supported by the tail water levels taken at the 
Eenora Municipal Plant during that period. 

During 1908, the line of mean tail water levels again follows the 
MiU "A" records quite closely, being supported, through most of the 
year, by the records of the Eenora Municipal Power Plant. The 
rise in tail water during the first ten days of March is justified by the 
following note, March 12, ''Mill closed, 17 logs removed at dam 2nd 
to 7th". The Mill "A" tail water records for April 10th and May 
14th are believed to be in error, because the Mill "A" fore bay records 
for the same dates also fail to agree with the other observed lake 
levels. 

While no notes accompany the Public Works records for 1908 
and 1909, there are notes in the Mill "A" records referring to manip- 
ulation of stop logs at the Norman Dam on most of the dates on 
which changes in tail water levels occur. 

During 1909, except for the first two months, the Public Works 
records, the Mill "A" records, and the Eenora records, all agree very 
well, so that little difficulty is experienced in placing the line of mean 
tail water level at Eeewatin. The Eenora records during April and 
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May, and again during November and December, lie somewhat above 
the Keewatin records. The tail water stage during 1009 averages 
between 1037 and 1038. This is the stage at which the fall from 
Keewatin to Kenora becomes zero, or may reverse, depending upon 
the relative rates of discharge through the West and the East 
Branches. 

During this year, 1909, for practically the first time, the effect of 
closing down the mills on Sundays is reflected in the readings of the 
Public Works gauge at Keewatin, as for example, August 8th, 22nd, 
29th, October 3rd, 10th, and 17th. The Kenora records also show the 
effect of reduced discharge on Sunday, as for example, June 6th, 13th, 
20th, and 27th. 

Throughout the year 1910, the line of mean tail.water level at 
Keewatin again consistently follows the Mill ''A'' records. It also 
agrees with the Kenora records, except during November and Decem- 
ber. The higher Kenora readings after November 3rd are due to the 
fact that the Kenora tail water gauge was moved from the pool below 
the plant to a point above the submerged weir which keeps the water 
level from dropping below about 1037, thus maintaining the vacuum 
in the draft tubes of the turbines during low water. 

All rapid changes in tail water level during 1910 are accounted 
for by stop log manipulation at the Norman Dam. The effort to 
reduce leakage is indicated by the following note, — ^August 24 ''Han- 
sen at dam plugging up all leaks possible. " 

The records for 1911 are unsatisfactory. The Public Works rec- 
ords cannot be accepted during the winter of 1910 to 1911, because 
they show a sudden rise of exactly 1 foot between March 25th and 26th, 
without any apparent justification. Through the summer, the Public 
Works and Mill ''A" records agree fairly well, and give a satisfactory 
mean tail water level. The gradual drop during the fall of 1911 may 
be accounted for, in a general way, by the following note which 
appears on August 23rd, 1911, — '* Jas. Fraser started repairing dam 
at Norman on 23rd August. " These repairs unquestionably resulted 
in a reduction in leakage through the dam, with the consequent drop 
shown in tail water level. The reduced leakage through the dam 
apparently also had its effect in arresting the drop in lake level, which 
had been in progress since the first of July. 

The following records for September, 1911, were received from 
Mr. Scovil, of the Dominion Water Power Branch, Canada, too late 
for use on the graph. 

Sept. 21, 1911, Tail water at Norman Dam 1036. 4S 

Sept. 22, 1911, Water level in swift water of tail race, Mill " A " 1036. 99 

Sept. 22, 1911, Water level in river outside of tail race 1035. 61 

These records indicate a fall of 0.48 foot between swift water and 
the river below the tail race on September 22nd, As the stage de- 
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creases, this fall would increase, the discharge through the mill remain- 
ing the same. The fall has been taken as 1 foot in December, 1911, 
at a tail water stage of 1034.1, which is 1.4 feet lower than the stage 
above recorded, and the Department of Public Works records followed 
from the middle of October throughout the winter of 1911-1912. 

In view of the fact that the Lake gradually rose during the winter 
and spring of 1912, the tail water level, due to increased leakage, 
should also rise. The Public Works records are therefore believed to 
be correct during the spring of 1912, and are used as the basis for the 
line of mean tail water level at Keewatin. The apparent discrepan- 
cies in the Mill ^^ A'' records are probably due to very low water. On 
June 25th, 1912, the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey established its 
Keewatin tail water gauge on the river bridge in the pool below Mill 
''A". During the same month, repairs were made at Mill *'A'', and 
the chain gauge, which had been read since 1896, was destroyed. 

During June, 1912, an attempt was again made to stop the leakage 
through the Norman Dam. According to Mr. Scovil, of the Manitoba 
Hydrographic Survey, the stop logs were driven together with a pile 
driver, and the remaining leaks through the stop logs and the rock fill, 
closed, so far as possible, with straw mats, and sacks of manure. The 
work proved to be of a temporary character, and the leakage through 
the dam soon increased again. 

The rising tail water stage from July to September, 19 12 J reflects 
both the rise in lake level and the increase in leakage through the 
Norman Dam. 

From December, 1912, to March 10th, 1913, Manitoba Hydro- 
graphic Survey records are available only on the days of December 1, 
2, 3, 7, 14, 21, 28; January 4, 11, 18, 25; and February 1, 8, and 15. 
For the intervening days between December 3rd, 1912, and March 
10th, 1913, the Public Works records have been platted. 

The improved character of the gauge records secured since the 
Manitoba Hydrographic Survey began reading its gauge is very ap- 
parent from the graphs. No difficulty whatever is experienced in 
drawing the line of mean tail water level at Keewatin from June, 
.1912, to December 31st, 1915. The effect of the closing down of the 
mills and power plants on Sunday is also very clearly shown in the 
tail water readings of these later years. 

On account of the effect of the large expanse of water above 
White Dog Rapids, in absorbing sudden fluctuations in discharge by 
changes in storage over this large water area, such sudden changes in 
discharge do not immediately result in corresponding changes in tail 
water level at Keewatin. In consequence of this fact, the lowest 
gauge height at Keewatin usually occurs on Monday, even though the 
principal reduction in discharge, as the result of the shutting down of 
the mills and the reduction in load at the Kenora Power Plant, occurs 
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on Sunday. It appears that after the mills are shut down on Sunday, 
the stage in the pool below gradually falls, reachmg its minimum on 
Monday, and then gradually rises again until about Wednesday or 
Thursday, when the true level, corresponding to the average work- 
day dischai^e, is established. 

The line of mean tail water level at Keewatin, shown on the 
graphs, is drawn as closely as possible to correspond, throughout the 
week, to the average work-day discharge. In determining -the Sun- 
day values given in Table 70, ''Daily Rate of Outflow — ^Lake of the 
Woods — ^All Outlets", the estimated or observed reduction in dis- 
charge through the Kenora Power Plant and the Keewatin miUs, was 
deducted from the values taken oflf the rating curve of '^Discharge 
through All Outlets". It is believed that in this way more accurate 
values of daily discharge were obtained than if these values of daily 
discharge had been determined directly from the daily gauge heights. 
If the latter method had been pursued, it is apparent that the value 
obtained for the Monday discharge would have been smaller than 
that obtained for the Sunday discharge, which is contrary to the actual 
facts. 

This effect of reduced discharge on Sundays through the Power 
Plant, and through the Keewatin mills, is shown even as far back as 
1894 and 1895, wherever accurate tail water records are available. 
The Monday readings, during these years, as at present, are usually 
lower than the readings for the precediug Simday, as for example, 
September 17th and 24th, October 29th, and November 5th, 1894; 
and May 20th and 27th, June 3rd, July 8th, August 19th, 1895; and 
October 31st, 1898. Even though the effect of reduced Sunday dis- 
charge on the gauge heights on these dates is not as marked as in later 
years, it is none the less real. 

HYDROGRAPHIC FEATURES OF OUTLETS AND OF WINNIPEG RIVER BELOW OUTLETS 

In view of the fact that all of the recent discharge measurements 
taken by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey have been referred to 
their Keewatin River Bridge gauge, and because any Keewatin 
gauge, as will be explained later, constitutes a good measiure of the 
discharge of the Winnipeg River below the outlets of the Lake, it 
becomes desirable to deduce, from all available records, a mean tail 
water level ai Keewdtin for all the years for which any records are 
available, and then to use this mean tail water level for the purpose 
of computing the outflow from the Lake. 

The recorded tail water levels, as was the case of the records of 
lake stage, are of varying degrees of accuracy, and considerable study 
was necessary in order to arrive at substantially correct values of tail 
water levels for the period of years under consideration. 
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In order to understand the method of arriving at a mean tail 
water level at Keewatin, and the factors that determine the relation 
between discharge through all outlets and gauge heights at Keewatin, 
it is necessary to be famiUar, at least in a general way, with the more 
prominent hydrographic features relating to the outlets of the Lake, 
and to the Winnipeg River for some distance below. The '*Key Plan 
of Outlets", Plate 19, based upon data furnished by the Manitoba 
Hydrographic Survey, shows the various outlets of the Lake and their 
interconnecting channels extending to a point on the Winnipeg River 
just below Old Fort Island. The ''Sketch Map of Winnipeg River", 
Plate 20, based upon data secured, mainly, from the same source, 
shows a portion of the River below the outlets of the Lake. 

From Old Fort Island, to a point about ten miles below, known as 
The Dalles, where the channel narrows down considerably, the Winni- 
peg River, except for two or three minor contractions, is virtually a 
lake with an area of about 20 square miles. Below The Dalles, the 
River widens out again, into what is also virtually a lake about 65 
square miles in area. Some distance beyond Minaki, at a point 23 
miles below The Dalles, the channel again narrows down, forming 
what is known as White Dog Rapids, where there is a total fall of about 
43 feet. 

About 4 miles west of The Dalles, there is an overflow channel 
known as Throat Rapids. Discharge measurements made diuing the 
fall of 1914 indicate that, for a total flow in the Winnipeg River of 
13,506 c- f. s., only 534 c. f. s., or 4 per cent of the total flow, passed 
through Throat Rapids. Measurements made during May, 1915, 
indicate that, for a total flow in the Winnipeg River of 21,551 c. f. s., 
2350 c. f. s., or 11 per cent of the total flow, passed through Throat 
Rapids. 

For a discharge of 20,000 c. f . s. from all outlets of the Lake of the 
Woods, corresponding to a stage of 1041.35 at Keewatin, there is a fall 
of about 0.35 foot from the Keewatin mills to the contracted section 
of the channel at Old Fort Island; 0.6 foot faU at this control section; 
about 0.7 foot fall in the 10 miles from the pool below Old Fort Island 
to the head of The Dalles; 2.5 feet fall through The Dalles Rapids; 
and about 0.3 foot fall in the 23 miles of pool between The Dalles 
and White Dog Rapids. For a discharge of 10,000 c.f.s.from all out- 
lets, corresponding to a stage of 1037.05 at Keewatin, there is a fall 
of about 0.15 foot from the Keewatin mills to the contracted section 
at Old Fort Island; about 0.5 foot fall at this control section; about 
0.7 foot fall from the pool below Old Fort Island to the head of The 
Dalles; and about 1.4 foot fall through The Dalles. For a stage cor- 
responding to the lower high water marks at Keewatin, at elevation 
1046.50, equivalent to a discharge of 40,400 c. f. s., the lower water 
marks indicate a fall of 0.65 foot from the mills to the contracted 
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section at Old Fort Island; 0.55 foot fall at this control section; 0.8 
foot fall from the pool below Old Fort Island to the head of The Dalles ; 
and 4.2 feet fall through The Dalles. This information is also shown 
graphically on the ''Profiles of Water Levels/' Plates 21 and 22. 

For varying rates of discharge, it will be observed, the fall 
opposite Old Fort Island remains very nearly constant at approxi- 
mately 0.55 foot, while the fall from Keewatin to Old Fort Island 
varies from 0.1 foot at low stages to 0.65 foot at the highest stages, 
as indicated by the high water marks. 

About 2 miles above Throat Rapids there is a contracted channel 
section through which there was a fall of 0.14 feet, at a stage of 1037.50, 
previous to the enlargement of the channel at Throat Rapids by the 
Department of Public Works, Canada, in 1907 and 1908. In April, 
1913, there was a fall of .38 foot at these same rapids for practically 
the same water level, due to the enlargement of the Throat Rapids 
tshannel below. It is, therefore, apparent that the increased dis- 
charge capacity at Throat Rapids has resulted mainly in increased 
fall at the comparatively hght rapids 2 miles above, rather than in a 
lowering of the entire pool above The DaUes. This pool could have 
hardly been lowered at all at low stages by the excavation at Throat 
Rapids, and it is probable that it is not lowered by more than 0.2 or 
0.3 foot at the higher stages. Any small lowering of this pool which 
may have resulted from the channel improvement at Throat Rapids 
would be accompanied by a lesser lowering of the pool at Keewatin. 

During 1912, the channel east of Old Fort Island was deepened, 
but as most of the excavated material seems to have been deposited 
in the river channel alongside of the cut, the effect of this change in 
channel would necessarily be very small at the higher river stages. 

No other material changes appear to have occurred in the various 
channels below the outlets of the Lake of the Woods and above the 
i;ltimate control at White Dog Rapids during the period of years with 
which we are concerned. 

POINTS OF TAIL WATER CONTROL 

Plate 21 shows * Profiles of Water Levels" of the Winnipeg River 
from the outlets of the Lake to the pool between The DaUes and 
White Dog Rapids. It is evident that, during low stages, the ultimate 
control over the tail water level at Keewatin is exercised by the crest 
of the falls at White Dog Rapids. 

The profiles on Plate 21 indicate that as the stage increases, con- 
trol passes from White Dog Rapids, up stream, to The Dalles. This is 
evident from the rapid increase in fall at The Dalles from about 1.3 
foot at low water to over 4 feet at high water. The next controlling 
section above The DaUes, although a minor one, is just below Old Fort 
Island; where nuost of the fall between Keewatin and The Dalles 
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"Throat Rapids" Channel of Winnipeg River-1014 



"The Dalles" Channel of Winnipeg River— 1014 
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occurs. Between the Old Fort Island control and The DalleS; there 
are two or three points at which appreciable current occurs, resulting 
in about 0.7 or 0.8 foot total fall in 10 miles for a discharge of 20,000 
c. f . s. or more, and less fall for lower stages. 

The flow in the channel above Old Fort Island, at Section 35, 
Plate 33, is sometimes in one direction and sometimes in the otjier, 
depending upon the relative rates of discharge from the various out- 
lets of the Lake. It appears from Section 35, that under present 
conditions, at stages less than about 1035 at Keewatin, corresponding 
to a discharge of about 6800 c. f. s., there can be no flow through this 
section toward the East Branch. . In case of high discharge through 
the Kenora Plant, however, water will overflow through this section 
into the West Branch. 

The fall in the channel, from Keewatin to the Tunnel Island 
metering station (see Plate 22), varies from .05 foot at low stages to 
.43 foot at the highest stage for which we have Manitoba Hydro- 
graphic Survey meterings, namely, 1043.0 at Keewatin. When the 
discharge through the Kenora Power Plant is very small, and at a 
total discharge of about 13,000 c. f . s. from all outlets, the fall between 
the Keewatin gauge and the pool below the Kenora Power Plant, is 
about 0.7 foot. 

During August and September, 1912, the Keewatin tail water 
gauge recorded elevations well below 1035.0 sea-level datum. During 
the days on which the Kenora Plant was operating imder full load, the 
water level in the pool below the plant rose to an elevation of 1036.5, 
but on Sundays, when the plant was presumably operating under 
very light load, the water level fell to an elevation of about 1035.0. 
This indicates that the channel east of Old Fort Island, even after 
enlargement, still has insufficient discharge capacity to dispose of the 
water from the Kenora Plant at low stages, and that imder those 
conditions the pool rises until a portion of the discharge passes 
through Section 35, Plate 33, into the West Branch. During high 
rates of discharge through the Norman Dam, and about 1000 to 
1300 c. f. s. through the Kenora Plant, as in June, 1913, the flow 
imdoubtedly was reversed.. The stage at Keewatin at this time 
was 1041,3, and the fall between Keewatin and Kenora about 0.5 foot. 

Tke only record of tail water levels at the Eastern Outlet pre- 
vious to 1906 is that of July 29th, 1903, taken by Mr. G. M. Wynn, at 
Kenora, at the relatively high stage of 1043.0. This reading shows 
a fall of .7 foot from Keewatin to Kenora under those conditions, 
and would indicate a flow from the West Branch to the East Branch 
at that time. 

Section 35, then, serves as an equalizing channel, tending to 
keep the pool above the controlling sections 31, 32, 33, and 37, at 
Old Fort Island, at approximately the same elevation for a given 
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total outflow from the Lake of the Woods, irreBpectiYe of the source 
of discharge, i. e., whether the outflow is through the Eastern, the 
Western, or the Keewatin outlets. 

RATINC CURVES OF OUTFLOW FROM LAKE OF THE WOODS 

- On Plate 69 is shown a ratmg curve of discharge for the West 
Branch of the Winnipeg River, based upon the measured discharge 
of the River at the Tunnel Island Metering Station of the Manitoba 
Hydrographic Survey, and the readings of the Keewatin River 
^ Bridge gauge reduced to sea-level datiun. Only those discharge 
measurements which were made at a reasonably constant stage are 
selected as the' basis for the curve. Those measurements which were 
made during a rising stage show a greater discharge, and those made 
during a faUing stage show a lesser discharge than the gauge height 
would indicate. The discharge meaurements of Mr. H. G. Acres, 
Hydraulic Engineer of the Ontario Hydro-Electric Power Conmiission, 
made October, 1906, and the two measurements of Mr. J. C. Kennedy, 
made in 1892 and 1893, are also platted on this graph, to show their 
lack of agreement with the curve based on present conditions. The 
reason for this lack of agreement will be pointed out a Uttle later. 

On Plate 70 is shown a rating curve of discharge through all out- 
lets of the Lake of the Woods. The readings of the Keewatin River 
Bridge gauge, reduced to sea-level datum, were platted against the 
sum of the discharges of the East and of the West Branch of the 
Winnipeg River. Only those measurements which were made at a 
reasonably constant stage were used as the basis for this curve. The 
measurements of Acres for all outlets and of Kennedy, after adding 
the estimated discharge through the Eastern Outlet, amounting to 
about 15 per cent of the total, are abo platted, and fall well in line 
with an extension of the curve based on present conditions. 

On Plate 71 are shown rating curves of discharge of the Winnipeg 
River at Keewatin, at The Dalles, and at White Dog Rapids. On this 
Plate the discharge measurements for only the last two curves are 
shown, as those for the first curve are shown on Plate 70, just dis- 
cussed. These curves help in locating points of control at various 
stages. The measurements of flow at White Dog Rapids are much 
more consistent than those at Keewatin, because the gauge height 
in the pool above, at Minaki, is a true index to the discharge, and 
unaffected by sudden changes in outflow from the Lake of the Woods. 

It is apparent, from these curves, that the ultimate point of con- 
trol, at low stages, is White Dog Rapids, and at the higher stages is 
The Dalles, as previously stated. 

It is interesting to note how well these rating curves pass through 
the high water marks found at Keewatin, above The Dalles, and 
above White Dog Rapids, when allowance is made for a runoff of about 
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0.8 c. f . 8. per square mile from the local drainage area between Kee- 
watin and White Dog. Pictures of these water marks are shown on 
Plate CC. As elsewhere stated, these water marks consist of the 
entire or partial absence of one or more species of lichens. The 
upper high water mark constitutes the lower limit of the dense growth 
of coarse, dark olive green — almost black — ^lichen {gemis gyrofhora). 
The second water mark constitutes the lower limit of the light green 
lichen {genus parmelia), among whidi are scattered a few small lichen 
of the coarse blackish variety. In a nmnber of places another mark 
is quite evident, being the lower edge of a very small close growing 
black lichen. This mark, however, is not clearly discerned from the 
photographs. 

EFFECT OF DISCHARGE THROUGH E AffTER N OLrTLETON TAIL WATER LEVELS AT 

KEEWATIN 

Before a rating of any one of the Keewatin tail water gauges 
can be accepted, it is necessary to determine the effect of variations 
in the relative discharges through the various outlets, on the readings 
of these gauges. 

All of the water discharged from the Lake of the Woods must find 
its way through the several channels at Old Fort Island and into the 
pool below. It must also pass through the combined control sections at 
The Dalles and Throat Rapids. The stage of water above The Dalles, 
then, is an index to the total outflow from the Lake of the Woods. 
If Section 35, Plate 33, were closed entirely, changes in the discharge 
through the Eastern Outlet would still have an effect upon gauge 
heights at Keewatin by raising or lowering the water surface of the 
pool above The Dalles. 

The effect of the discharge through the Eastern Outlet upon the 
Keewatin gauge is well illustrated by the location of the discharge 
measurement, made by Mr. H. O. Acres, Hydraulic Engineer of the 
Ontario Hydro-Electric Power Commission, in October, 1905, with 
respect to the rating curve of discharge, under present conditions, 
through the Western and Keewa,tin Outlets alone, Plate 69. The lake 
level in October, 1905, was 1061.5. This corresponds to an outflow 
through the Eastern Outlet, in a state of nature, of about 5150 c. f. s. 
The Keewatin tail water gauge at the time of Acres' measurement, in 
October, 1905, read 1043.8. This gauge height, reduced to 1043.7 
because of falling tail water stage, corresponds to a discharge of 28,500 
c. f . s. through all outlets, and to a discharge of 26,000 c. f . s. through 
the Western and Keewatin Outlets, according to our rating ciu^e 
of the West Branch of the Winnipeg Biver, based on measurements 
of the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey under present conditions 
when about 500 to 1300 c. f. s. was discharged through the Kenora 
Plant on the Eastern Outlet. 

W896— 17 — -11 
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Acres' discliarge measurement of 23,093 c. f . s., through the West 
Branch, when plotted, lies about 1 foot above the curve of dischaa^e 
for the West Branch alone, whereas if his metered flow of 5321 c. f . s., 
through the Eastern Outlet, is added, the total, 28,414 c. f. s., falls 
practically on our curve of total outflow, Plate 70. 

Kennedy's two measurements of discharge of the West Branch of 
the Winnipeg River, in the early nineties, show the same lack of 
agreement with the rating curve of outflow through the West Branch 
alone, as does Acres' measurement. However, when the flow through 
the Eastern Outlet, and the estimated flow through the mills and 
the Kenora Power Plant (which latter constitutes but a small per- 
centage of the total flow), is added to Kennedy's measured flow 
through the West Branch, the totals thus obtained, dating back 
to 1892 and 1893, fall very well in line with the rating curve of 
** Discharge through all Outlets," Plate 70, which we have derived 
from recent discharge measurements, and passing, as was just re- 
marked, through Acres' measurement of 1905. 

The data entering into the total outflow on the two dates of Ken- 
nedy's measurements follow: 

DiBcharge meoMurement of November llthf 189t 

Measured Duchaige — ^We§t Branch (Reduced 5% as per Kennedy's e. L i. 

request) 22560 

Estimated Dischaige — Keewatin Lumber & Mfg. Go 150 

Estimated Discharge— Mill "A" 350 

Total Discharge—At Tunnel Island Gauging Station 23060 

Dischaige through Eastern Outlet (Value taken from noting table for 

lake stage of 1060.25) 3900 

Discharge through Kenora Plant at Eastern Outlet 90 

Total discharge through all outlets 27050 

This discharge corresponds to a gauge height of 1043.1 at Keewatin, derived from 
the observed gauge height of 1043.3 at Norman, by correcting for faJling stage and for 
relation of gauge readings at Norman and at Keewatin. 

Diicharge meaeurement of May tSth, 189S 

Measured Discharge— -West Branch (Reduced 5ji& as per Kennedy's e. f. a 

request) 15935 

Estimated Discharge — Keewatin Lumber A Mfg. Go 400 

Estimated Discharge— Mill "A" 350 

Total discharge— At Tunnel Island Gauging Station 16685 

Discharge through Eastern Outlet (Value from rating table for lake stage 

of 1059.25) 3190 

Discharge through Kenora Plant at Eastern Outlet 60 

Total discharge through all outlets 19935 
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This discharge corresponds to a gauge height of 1041.4 at Keewatin, derived from 
the observed gauge height of 1041.4 at Norman by correcting for rising stage and for 
relation of gauge readings at Norman and at Keewatin, which corrections, in this 
instance, just balance. 

If the discharge through the Eastern Outlet, particiilarly at 
high stages, did not raise the Keewatin gauge an amount corre- 
sponding practicaUj to the full discharge, the measurements of 
Kennedy and of Acres should agree with the rating curve of ^'Dis- 
charge through Western and Keewatin Outlets'' instead of with the 
rating curve of ''Discharge through all Outlets." 

Still further evidence, in addition to that already adduced, is 
available, to show that Keewatin gauge heights constitute a sub- 
stantially correct measyre of the discharge through all outlets of the 
Lake of the Woods, mainly because the principal control at the 
higher stages is at The Dalles, and any chaise in discharge from the 
Lake into the pool above The DaUes will raise or lower the pool at 
Keewatin by an amount corresponding almost exactly to the change 
in discharge. The effect of possible changes in the runoff from the 
local drainage area between The Dalles and Keewatin, is negligible. 

Li May, 1906, preparations were made for the construction of 
the present Kenora Municipal Power Plant. A cofferdam, shutting 
off all flow through the Eastern Outlet, was begun in May, and com- 
pleted about June 15th of the same year. The graph of observed 
tail water levels for 1906, Plate 61, shows that from May 10th to 
June 20th the tail water level at Keewatin fell from 1044.2 to 1042.6. 
The notes which accompany the gauge readings make no mention of 
any change in the stop logs at the Norman Dam. The only note 
indicating any change, whatever, is that which refers to the accumu- 
lation of some driftwood at the dam. In view of this fact, it is clear 
that the f aU in tail water level at Keewatin was due primarily to 
the closing off of the Eastern Outlet. The flow through the Eastern ' 
Outlet, in a state of nature, prior to the construction of the coffer- 
dam in May, 1906, and for the lake stage of about 1061.3 prevailing 
at that time, was about 5000 c. f . s. The fall in Keewatin tail water, 
according to the rating curve of ''Discharge through all Outlets," 
corresponds to a reduction in discharge of 6260 c. f . s. Taking, now, 
the probable reduction in outflow, which might correspond to the 
accumulation of driftwood at the Norman Dam previously noted, 
and, also, some reduction due to the possible closing of mills, and 
adding these to the reduction in flow through the Eastern Outlet 
resulting from the construction of the cofferdam, we obtain a total 
reduction in discharge practically equal to that represented by the 
f aU in tail water level at Keewatin. 

Even though the variations in the discharge through the Kenora 
Plant on the Eastern Outlet, during the past two years, have been 
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very small, yet the effect of discharge through the Eastern Outlet 
on the gauge height at Keewatin is reflected, to some extent at least, 
in the discharge measurements of these years. For instance, the 
mean departure of the measurements of discharge through the West 
Branch, from the rating curve of discharge for the West Branch 
alone, is slightly greater than the mean departure of the measure- 
ments of discharge from all outlets from the rating curve of discharge 
through all outlets. If the Kenora Plant had discharged a larger 
percentage of the total flow, the difference in favor of the rating 
curve of discharge through all outlets would have been considerably 
greater. 

Although the variation in discharge through the Kenora Plant 
was only from about 600 to 1300 c. f . s., which represents only about 
twice the probable error- in the discharge measurements, yet this 
small variation was, in a measure, reflected in the gauge height at 
Keewatin. Discharge measurements, made when the Kenora Plant 
was discharging in the neighborhood of 600 c. f. s., indicated, on the 
whole, a slightly lower gauge height than when the plant discharged 
1300 c. f. s., with the outflow through the West Branch remaining 
the same. 

RELATION BETB7EEN DISCHARGE THROUGH VARIOUS OUTLETS AND TAIL WATER LEVELS 

AT KEEWATIN 

On Plates 72 to 75 are presented data which further emphasize 
the intimate relationship which exists between discharge through any 
one of the outlets of the Lake of the Woods and tail water levels at 
Keewatin. These data also show the extent to which manifestations 
of change in stage of the Winnipeg River, as represented by gauge 
heights at Keewatin, lag behind changes in discharge of the River as 
obtained from such meter measurements, as have been taken when- 
ever rapid changes occurred in outflow from the Lake, due to the 
manipulation of the Norman Dam, or to the complete or partial 
closing down of the Keewatin mills or the Kenora Power Plant. This 
lagging of changes in stage behind changes in discharge is due to the 
large storage afforded by the pools below the outlets of the Lake, as 
may be seen by reference to the Sketch Map of the Winnipeg River, 
Plate 20. 

The data of these Plates 72 to 75 clearly show: 

1st. That changes in the discharge through Mills ''A" and "C" 
resTilt in changes in the tail water level at Keewatin; 

2nd. That changes in the discharge through the Kenora Power 
Plant are also reflected in the readings of the Keewatin tail water 
gauges; 

3rd. That the effect of changes in discharge through the Kenora 
Power Plant on water levels at Keewatin is less than the effect of 
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changes in the discharge through the Keewatin mills for the period 
for which data are shown on these plates, primarily, because of the 
fact that the extreme variation in the daily discharge through the 
Kenora Power Plant is from about 600 c. f. s. to 1300 c. f. s., or 
only about 700 c. f, s., whereas 'the extreme variation in the daUy 
discharge through the Keewatin mills is from about 100 c. f. s. to 
1500 c. f. s., or about twice the variation which occurred in the dis- 
charge through the Kenora Plant during the period covered by the 
data of Plates 72 to 75; 

4th. That discharge measurements made during a rapidly 
rising stage of the River, when reduced to the corresponding tail 
water level at Keewatin, invariably represent water levels con- 
siderably higher than those recorded by the gauge; 

5th. That discharge measurements made during a rapidly 
falling stage of the River, when reduced to the corresponding tail 
water level at Keewatin, invariably represent water levels consider- 
ably lower than those recorded by the gauge. 

The conclusions to be drawn from the above facts are: 

1st. That in determining daily discharge it is necessary to 
correct the mean observed tail water level, during rapidly rising or 
falling river stages resulting from the manipulation of the Norman 
Dam, for the retarding effect of the pool below the outlets, and then 
to take, from the rating table, values of discharge corresponding to 
the corrected gauge heights instead of to the observed gauge heights; 

2nd. That daily discharge values, if computed from the daily 
tail water levels at Keewatin, would show a less discharge on Monday 
than on Sunday, because of the before mentioned pool eflfect. The 
Monday discharge, as a matter of fact, is more than the Simday dis- 
charge, and, therefore, the closest approximation to the actual dis- 
charge may be ascertained by using, throughout the whole week, a 
work-day discharge- corresponding to the gauge heights recorded 
during the latter part of the week when a condition of equilibrium 
has become established between stage and discharge, and then to 
deduct a specific amount for the reduced discharge on Sundays; 

3rd. That tail water levels at Keewatin ai*e a measure of the 
total discharge through all outlets of the Lake of the Woods, includ- 
ing that through the Kenora Municipal Power Plant, previously 
discussed. 

Consideration has been given to the possibihty of employing a 
rating curve of discharge for the West Branch, alone, of the Winnipeg 
River, at the Timnel Island metering station. 

To discharges determined from such a rating curve by means 
of the observed tail water levels at Keewatin, would be added the 
discharge through the East Branch. Now, so long as the amount 
of discharge through the East Branch varied only within the limits 
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prevailing during the more recent period for which discharge meas- 
tirements have actually been made in the West Branch, values of 
discharge determined by the above method would be substantially 
correct. It will be recognized, ho.wever, that if i4[>plied under the 
great variety of conditions obtaining on the East Branch, during 
past years, the adoption of such a method would give a total discharge 
substantially in error. Virtually, an allowance for the discharge 
through the East Branch would twice be introduced into the total. 
It will be perceived, therefore, that while the error resulting from a 
determination of the total daily discharge in this manner would be 
relatively small for present changes in discharge through the East 
Branch, it would, however, rapidly increase with increased discharge 
through this Branch, and would consequently be very substantial 
during the period preceding the construction of the present Eenora 
Power Plant. 

Since accurate records of the daily discharge through Mills "A" 
and'^C", previous to May, 1913, are not available, the data on Plates 
72 to 75 are not quite as complete as might be desired. 

During the sunmier of 1912 both the Norman Dam and Mill ''A'' 
were closed. The closing down of Mill ''C" and of the Kenora Plant 
over Sunday, in August 1912, as shown on Plate 72, is followed by 
a lowering of about .3 foot in tail water level at the Manitoba Hydro- 
graphic Survey river gauge at Keewatin. During the latter part of 
September, when the discharge through the Eenora Plant was very 
uniform, the change in stage due to Sunday reductions in discharge 
was reduced to about half this amount. The change shown by the 
gauge presumably represents the change in the discharge through 
Mill *'C''. The pool effect is clearly emphasized by the fact that the 
change in gauge reading occurs on the day following the change in 
discharge. 

In October, 1912, the Norman Dam was partly opened, but it is 
apparent that the changes in stage lag several days behind the 
changes in discharge. The effect of changes in discharge, due to 
partial Sunday closing down of the Kenora Plant and Mill ''C", is 
just as apparent, however, at the October stage of 1037.0 as they 
were at the August stage of 1034.0. 

The reduction in average discharge through the Kenora Plant, 
during the first half of April, 1913, coupled with the closing down of 
one of the mills from March 25th to 30th, shown on Plate 72, is 
reflected in the gauge readings, as is also the effect of Smiday reduc- 
tions in discharge. 

The data on Plate 73, particularly for July 21st to 23rd, again 
manifest the effect, on the tail water levels at Keewatin, of a reduc- 
tion in the discharge through the Kenora Plants During the latter 
part of August and the first part of September, while the Kenora 
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Plant was discharging uniformly throughout the week, the Sunday 
effects from the mills are also much less than they are when the 
discharge through the Kenora Plant was also considerably reduced 
on Simdays, as in July and October. 

The effect of the pool in holding up the stage during rapid 
reductions in discharge is also distinctly shown in July and in October, 
1913, on this plate. 

The data on Plate 74 for the first half of 1914 again show the effect 
of Sunday reductions in discharge through the mills and the Kenora 
Plant, and also the lagging of stage behind discharge on increasing 
stage. 

The data on Plate 75, for August to November 1914, show the 
same effects. The absence of sharp drops in stage during the rela- 
tively uniform discharge from Mills ''A'' and ^*C and the Kenora 
Plant, between August 29th and September 12th, is distinctly 
noticeable. 

The effect of the increased discharge through the Kenora Plant, 
in holding up the stage on August 20th, 21st, and 22nd, and the 
opposite effect of reduced discharge through Mills *'A" and '*C" 
between November 2nd and 7th, shown on this plate, are also worthy 
of note. 

DISCHARGE THROUGH EASTERN OtTFlJET 

From all information, at present available, it appears that imtil 
the year 1892, when the. first power house was constructed, the 
Eastern Outlet of the Lake of the Woods remained in its natural 
condition. A photograph taken in 1881, of the natural falls at the 
Eastern Outlet, is reproduced on Plate V. The falls were formed 
by a rock ledge extending across the channel between rocky banks 
about 65 feet apart at high water. The distance, from what may be 
termed the Lake proper, to the site of the falls is approximately 1400 
feet. In a state of nature, very little fall existed in this channel 
between the Lake and the crest of the faUs. This is shown by 
photographs and substantiated by testimony.* 

A map of the Eastern Outlet is shown on Plate 23. A profile along 
the channel is shown on Plate 24. Cross sections of the channel are 
shown on Plate 28. The fall in a state of nature was about 17 feet. 

The first power house, was a wooden structure, as shown by 
photographs reproduced on Plate W. These views, when con- 
sidered together with the plans of the present power house, and 
cross sections taken of the unwatered channel at the time of plant 

* From Progcess Report of the. International Joint Commission, Lake of the Woods Levels, p. 140. 

Question by Commissioner Powell at Kenora Hearing, Sept. 20, 1912: *'Was there any descent in 
the rlTer so far as your idea goes, from the immediate outlet down to the present site of the dam?" 

Answer by Mr. D. J. Mather: *'Nothhig more than what would make a current of four or five miles an 
hour. It toppled right over like if it toppled over the edge of this table." 
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construction in 1906, indicate that the upper part of the head race 
was originally made by excavation into the natural bank, and that 
consequently the discharge of the natural outlet was not substantially 
altered, — except in so far as the total discharge was increased above 
the natural discharge by a varying amount consisting of the flow 
through the power house. 

A head race, stated to have been some 10 feet in width and 
approximately 10 feet in depth below the high water mark, which 
appeared in the channel, and commencing slightly above the crest 
of the falls, was constructed partly in rock excavation and partly in 
timber structure along the easterly or right bank of the channel. 

The original turbine installation, in 1892, consisted of one 66'' 
Leffel Special Vertical turbine. This wheel has a catalog (1897) 
rating of 279 H. P. under 17' head, running at 85 R. P. M., and using 
173 c. f. s. at full gate opening. 

The first power plant, owned by the Citizens Telephone & Elec- 
tric Light Company, was put in operation late in the fall of 1892, 
but in the following year a change was made in the penstock and the 
original turbine was moved. About the year 1894 the head race was 
enlarged toward shore by rock excavation to a width of 20 feet, and 
a second turbine installed. This latter wheel was a 66'' Leffel 
Standard Capacity Vertical Turbine, rated at 245 H. P. under 17' 
head, when running at 85 R. P. M., and using 152 c. f. s. at full gate 
opening. No change is stated to have occurred in the plant during 
1895, J>ut in 1897 a third turbine was installed. This wheel was a 
62" vertical style turbine of the "Boss" type, manufactured by 
William Hamilton Manufacturing Company, and having a rating 
of 291 H. P. when running at 80 R. P. M. and using 189 c. f. s. at full 
gate opening under 17' head. 

Li May, 1906, construction of the present Kenora Mimicipal 
Plant was conunenced. Between May and Jime, cofferdams were 
constructed and the portion of the river bed adjacent to the crest 
of the falls unwatered. The old power house was demolished. The 
outer head race wall and a portion of the channel bed were removed, 
thus making head race and river into one channel of practically 
uniform depth. 

The profile and sections of the Eastern Outlet shown on Plates 
24 and 28 were prepared from the survey made by the Manitoba 
Hydrographic Survey in 1913. The original crest of the falls was 
approximately at Section 8, as shown on the '^Map of the Eastern 
Outlet," Plate 23, and on the profile of the Eastern Outlet, Plate 24. 
The section at the crest of the Falls, in a state of nature, as given on 
Section 8, Plate 28, was derived from a cross section, dated June 23, 
1906, made by Mr. G. M. Wynn, Resident Engineer during the con- 
struction of the power plant, and stated to have been very slightly 
below the crest of the falls. The old head race is shown in dotted 
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Kah-Kah-Kee-Witch-E-Wan Falls on Eastern Outlet-Prior to 1881 



Eastern Outlet Prior to Construction of Present Plant 
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PLATE W 



Courtesy of Mr. G. M. Wynn 

Kenora Power Plant and Falls on Eastern Outlet 



Courtesy of Mr. H. Rideout 

Original Kenora Municipal Plant— Head Race Being widened 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



PLATE X 



Courtesy of Messrs, T. Pringle & Son 

Upper Cofferdam on Eastern Outlet- 1906 



Courtesy of Messrs. T. Pringle & Son 

Lower cofferdam on Eastern Outlet— 1906 
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lines on this section. * The section, as furnished by Mr. Wynn, dearly 
shows the old head race to have been in rock excavation, and to have 
been approximately 20 feet wide. This excavation for the head race 
left a ridge, approximately 4 feet high above the bottom of the head 
race, lying between the head race and the river channel. By extend- 
ing the channel side of this ridge upward to connect with the present 
natural bank, we have derived the estimated original profile of Sec- 
tion 8. 

The channel elevations of the recent survey made by the Mani- 
toba Hydrographic Survey, indicate that for a length of approxi- 
mately 90 feet measured back from the crest of the original falls, the 
rock ledge was blasted out from the shore side of the old head race 
to the opposite bank, thus giving, at this point, a bottom elevation of 
1044.0, and a width of appitoximately 85 feet. The data of this sur- 
vey indicate that, at the present tune, the ridge at Section 5 is the 
ultimate control of flow though the Eastern Outlet at low stages. 
Mr. Wynn has stated, that, upon completion of the power plant, a 
portion of the upper cofferdam, located approximately at Section 5, 
was removed by dynamite and the material scattered in the channel. 
A cross section by Mr. Wynn stated to have been taken forty feet 
below the upper cofferdam, gives a uniform elevation of 1047.0 over 
a considerable width of the channel bed. The conclusion, then, is 
that such a point of control as is indicated by Section 5 did not exist 
in a state of nature. 

The discharge through the Eastern Outlet, in a state of nature, 
varied, of course, with the stage of the Lake and approximated the 
discharge over a weir whose length is equal to the width of the channel 
at the falls and whose crest is at the same elevation as the crest of 
the falls. The area of the cross section at the crest of the falls varied 
from 738 square feet below elevation 1063 sea-level datum, to 156 
square feet below elevation 1053. The effective weir depth at ele- 
vation 1063 is estimated at 14 feet, which gives a mean width of 
cross section of 52.7 feet. The effective depth at elevation 1053 is 
estimated as 4 feet, which corresponds to a mean width of 39 feet. 

Only three measurements of the discharge through the Eastern 
Outlet, prior to 1912, are on record. These are as follows: 

July 29, 1903, by PiiDgle & Sons, dischaige 4122 c. f. e. 

October 14th, 1905, by Acres of the Ontario Hydro Electric Power 

Oommisrion, discharge 5321 c. f . s. 

April 8th, 1906, by Acres of the Ontario Hydro Electric Power 

Commission, discharge 4490 c. f . s. 

The above records give the total discharge through the Eastern 
Outlet, including the flow through the power house. In order to 
ascertain' the discharge through the natural outlet alone, it is neces- 
sary to deduct the discharge through the power house. This may 
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be estimated on the basis of turbine capacity and load carried by the 
plant at the times the discharge measurements were, respectively, made. 

The maximum rated discharge capacity of the turbine installa- 
tion in use between 1897 and 1906, was 514 c. f. s. under a 17 foot 
head. As no additional turbines were installed until 1907, it is 
probable that in 1903 the plant was never operated at quite its 
maximum capacity. The peak load discharge for 1903, occurring 
presumably in December, has been estimated as 450 c. f . s. If we 
assimie that the load carried by the plant in 1903 was similar to that 
carried at the present time, the relation between maximum load 
during the year, and probable load during any given month of the 
year, can be estimated. We know the daily load factor under present 
conditions, and assuming that this has increased somewhat during 
recent years,* it is possible to estimate the approximate amount of 
water used by the power plant during the day, for those particular 
days on whidi the meter measurements were made. 

On this basis the July peak load would represent a discharge 
of about 225 c. f. s., and the day load at the time of the metering on 
July 29, 1903, would represent a discharge of about 80 c. f . s. Deduct- 
ing this flow through the power house from the total measured dis- 
charge gives 4042 c. f. s. as the flow through the Eastern Outlet, in 
a state of nature, for a lake stage of 1060.57 sea-level datum. 

In a similar manner the flow through the power house on October 
14th, 1905, has been estimated as 115 c. f. s., thus leaving 5206 c. f. s. 
flowing through the Eastern Outlet at a lake stage of 1061.52. 
Similarly, the flow through the Eastern Outlet, on April 8th, 1906, 
is found to have been 4370 c. f. s. at a lake stage of 1060.70. 

With the ridge at the crest of the falls acting as a weir, the outflow 
(Q) through the Eastern Channel in a state of nature is represented, 
approximately, by the formula, — Q = c 1 h*, where 

csa coefficient depending on the character of the weir and the depth of the 

water flowing over it. 
l^the length of the weir in feet, 
hssthe head on the weir in feet measured in quiet water some distance hack 

from the weir. 

The values of the coeflScient "c/' as determined from the above 
discharge measurements, together with the stage of the Lake at the 
time the several measurements were taken, are given in the following 
table: 



Date 


Discharge 
c. f . s. 


LakeStaee 
Sea-tevel 
Datum 


G 


July 29,1903 
Oct. 14,1906 
Apr. 8,1906 


4042 
6206 
4370 


106a 67 
1061.62 
1060.70 


2.07 
2.31 
2.17 



Digitized by 



Google 



PLATE Y 



Courtesy of Messrs. T. PringlcSc Son 

Unwatered Channel of Eastern Outlet During Construction of Present 
Kenora Municipal Plant- 1906 



Remains of Lower Cofferdam and Submerged Weir Now Used to Seal 

Draft Tubes 
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PLATE Z 



Eastern Outlet— Lake of The Woods— 1913 



Present Kenora Municipal Plant on Eastern Outlet 
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These values for the coefl&cient/'c" are approximately 80% of 
those for a wide crested weir, as determined by laboratory experi- 
ments. Sufficient explanation for this difference, however, would 
appear to be found in the fact that the river bed was rough and that 
there were necessarily a good many eddy currents. 

A curve was constructed by plotting the above values of "c" 
against take stages. This curve, when extended, gives ^'c" equal to 
1.9 for a lake level of 1054 or less, increasing up to 2.6 for a lake level 
of 1063. These values agree approxunately with the accepted 
variation of the coefficient with changes in depth on the crest of a 
broad crested weir. By using the discharges computed from the 
weir formula by means of the above constants, and with the three 
actual meterings as a basis, the ''Rating Curve of Discharge through 
Eastern Outlet — Lake of the Woods — in State of Nature," as given on 
Plate 68, was derived. 

The cofferdams built in May and June, 1906, entirely shut off the 
flow over the falls. Since the new plant commenced operation on 
February 9th, 1907, the flow at the Eastern Outlet has been through 
the power plant. The computed values of such flow have been 
furnished by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, and are available 
for the period since August, 1907. 

The energy being developed at the present Kenora Municipal 
Plant is being used for lighting, for water supply, and for manufac- 
turing purposes. The plant was constructed for a total installation 
of six units. The preliminary installation comprised only three 
units, each imit consisting of four 40'' Improved Samson runners on 
a horizontal shaft, direct connected to a 625 k. w., 2400 volt, 60 
cycle, 3 phase generator. The installation also included two 120 volt, 
1460 ampere, D. C. exciters, each connected to a 30'' Twin Runner 
Horizontal Samson turbine. In March, 1913, a fourth unit manufac- 
tured by the Allis Chalmers Bullock Co. of similar capacity to the 
earlier units was installed. 

In the construction of the present power house and the estab- 
lishment of gauges at the Plant, an assumed datum of 100.00 was 
used, which practically coincides with Kennedy's High Water Mark 
on Tunnel Island, elevation 102.54, Kennedy's datum. 

From February to April, 1913, meter measmrements were taken 
at Section 7, Plate 28, by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey. Read- 
ings of fore bay and tail race gauges, together with load carried and 
gate openings, were made while the meter measurements were in 
progress. The efliciency of the power plant from input to output 
was calculated for each discharge measurement. These efficiencies 
were then grouped according to load. The average load and 
efficiency of each group was next obtained and from the results 
a load-efficiency curve was plotted. From this curve, load-dis- 
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charge curres were calculated and then plott(?d for heads of from 
18 to 22 feet. These latter curres were used by the Manitoba Hydro- 
graphic Survey in estimating the daily discharge at this outlet since 
August 21st, 1907; at which date the recording of loads was com- 
menced at the power house. 

Typical daily load curves for the Kenora Plant are shown on 
Plate 38 and a smnmary of the monthly average head, load and 
estimated discharge from August, 1907, to December, 1914, inclusive, 
appears in Table 89. 

DlSCHAHpE THROUGH MDLL -'A^-LAKE OF THE WOODS MOJUNG COMPANY 

The Lake of the Woods Milling Company's Mill ''A" is located 
at Keewatin at the westerly end of a narrow rock ridge separating 
Portage Bay, Lake of the Woods, from Darlington Bay, an arm of 
the Winnipeg River. Under natural conditions there was no connec- 
tion between the Lake and the River at this site, but in the year 
1887 a cut was made through the rock ridge by the Lake of the Woods 
Milling Company and a power house was constructed at the lower 
end at Darlington Bay. The location of the. power house, mill and 
cut is shown on the Key Plan of Outlets, Plate 19, and various 
selected cross sections of the head race are given on Plate 34. Photo- 
graphs of both Mills "A" and "C" are shown on Plate AA. 

For approximately 350 feet above the power house the canal or 
head race was constructed partially in rock excavation and partially 
in timber structure, the north flume wall beitig composed of rock- 
fiUed timber cribs. During the year 1912 this timber wall was 
replaced by one of concrete. 

Thie power developed at this site has been utilized in the manu- 
facture of flour. The mill has been continuously in operation since 
construction, with the exception of some temporary shut downs for 
repairs or for the installation of new machinery. The plant is 
operated a full day of 24 hours, but, except for the fire pump, is closed 
on Sundays. This pump is kept in continuous operation. 

The turbines installed at the plant are listed below. Two^ are 
direct connected to generators, the' electric power being used for the 
lighting of Mills "A" and "C" and for the operation of hoists, ele- 
vators, etc., in both mills. With the exception of the electric power 
transmitted to Mill ''C" all power developed at this site is used in 
Mill "A." 

The turbine installation from 1887 to date has been as follows: 

1887. 2-6(K^ "St4mdard New American" turbines manufactured by the Dayton 
Globe Iron Works were installed. The manufacturers' fuU gate disdiaige rating 
for eadi W^ wheel under 20 foot head, is 209 c. f. s. 

1888. 1-22^^ '* Standard New Amezican" turbine, manufactured by the Dayton 
Globe Iron Works was installed. This wheel was used in the generation of elec- 
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trie power for the lighting of the plant. The manufacturers' full gate discharge 
rating for this wheel under 20 foot head is 28 c. f . s. 

1896. 1-6(K' turbine was removed. 

2-66^' "Standard New American" turbines of the Dayton Globe Iron Works 
were installed. The manufacturers' full gate discharge rating for each 66^^ 
wheel under 20 foot head is 267 c. f . s. 

1905. March and April, 2 units of 33^^ twin runner horizontal, "Special New 
American" turbines, manufactured by Wm. Kennedy & Sons, Owen Sound, 
Ont., were installed. Each unit was direct-connected to a 240 K. W. D. C. Gen- 
erator, manufactured by the Canadian Greneral Electric Company. The manu- 
facturers' full gate discharge rating for each unit under 20 foot head is 196 c. f . s. 

1-33^^ single runner horizontal "Special New American" turbine, manu- 
factured by Wm. Kennedy & Sons, Owen Sound, Ont., direct-connected to a 
fire pump was installed. The manufacturers' full gate dischaj!ge rating for 
this wheel under 20 foot head is 98 c. f . s. 

1912. The remaining 60^^ and the two 66""^ "New American" turbines were 
removed. One horizontal unit, consisting of two pairs of 60^^ runners, manu- 
factured by J. M. Voith & Co., was installed. 

The present installation together with the manufacturers' rating 
based on a 20 foot head is, therefore, as follows: 

One unit consisting of 2 pairs of 60^^ runners, rated at 2400 H. P. and connected 
by rope drive to the mill. 

One unit consisting of a single 22^^ vertical turbine, rated at 95 H. P., for the 
operation of the machine shop. 

Two units each consisting of a pair of 33^^ runners, each unit rated at 360 H. P. 
and directrconnected to a 240 K. W. D. C. Generator. 

One unit consisting of a single 33^^ horizontal turbine, rated at 180 H. P. con- 
nected to a fire pump. 

The only available record of discharge through the flumes of 
Mill "A" made previous to 1912 is a meter measurement of 899 c. f. s. 
made by Mr. H. G. Acres for the Ontario Hydro-Electric Power 
Commission on October 16th, 1905. Since 1912 frequent discharge 
measurements have been made by the Manitoba Hydrographic 
Survey. The results of these measurements are sunmiarized in 
Table 55. On the basis of these discharge measurements and the 
records of gate openings, load, etc., the daily discharge through 
Mill "A" from May, 1913, to December, 1915, inclusive, has been 
estimated by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, and appears in 
Table 71, 

It is necessary, however, to make some estimate of the probable 
water consumption at Mill "A" previous to 1912. The discharge 
measurements made since 1912 indicate that on work-days an 
average of about 650 c. f. s. was used for the mill drive at Mill "A;'' 
20 c. f. s. for the fire pump; and 180 c. f. s. for the hydro-electric units 
generating energy for lighting and for miscellaneous power require- 
ments in both Mill "A" and Mill "C." The total work-day dis- 
chai^e through Mill "A" since 1912 has ranged between 700 and 
1,000 c. f. 8. as shown in Table 71. 
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The record of 899 c. f . s. obtained by the Ontario Hydro-Electric 
Power Commission in October, 1905, consequently indicates approxi- 
mately the same water consumption at Mill "A" in 1905, as at the 
present time. 

As the total rated full gate discharge capacity of the wheels 
used for the mill drive between 1896 and 1912 was 743 c. f. s. an 
average work-nday discharge of 650 c. f . s. has been adopted by us 
for the mill drive for the entire period from 1896 to date. 

The total rated full gate discharge capacity of the wheels used 
for the mill drive from 1888 to 1896 was 418 c. f. s. or 56% of that 
used from 1896 to 1912, consequently, we have assumed that the 
average work-day discharge for the mill drive of Mill ^' A" from 1888 
to June 30, 1896 has been about 350 c. f. s. 

From May 1st, 1905 (the date of installation of the present 
Ughting plant and fire pump), to May, 1913 (when daily discharge 
estimates were first made for Mills "A" and ^'C"), an average total 
work-day discharge of 850 c. f. s. has been adopted, consisting of 
650 c. f . s. for the mill drive, 20 c. f . s. for the fire pump and 180 c. f . s. 
for the two generator units. 

The following table summarizes our conclusions with respect to 
the daily discharge through Mill "A" previous to May, 1913. 

Estinuxte of daily diaeharffe—MUl "A" 



Period 



1888 to June, 1896, lodasive 

July, 1890, to April, 1905, tnolusiye . 
May, 1906, to AprQ, 1918, tnoluslve . 



AveiniM 
workday 



ea.ft.p« 



A further inspection of the estimates of daily discharge given in 
Tables 71 and 72 indicates that at times both Mill "A" and Mill "C 
have been operated over Sunday; that at other times they have been 
closed at midnight on Saturday and started again at 7.00 a. m. on 
Monday; and that at still other times they have been closed at 6.00 
a. m. on Sunday and started again at 7.00 a. m. on Monday. In the 
absence of more definite information, we have assumed that previous 
to May, 1913, both Mills were shut down for twenty-four hours on 
Sunday of each week, whether that shut down occurred from mid- 
night on Saturday to midnight on Sunday or from 6.00 a. m. on 
Sunday to 7.00 a. m. on Monday. 

The estimates of daily discharge through the mills are required, 
mainly, because as previously stated, the method we have adopted 
for ascertaining the discharge from the Lake on the basis of observed 
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tail water levels at Keewatin, requires that an allowance in discharge 
be made in order to compensate for the reduction in flow due to the 
Sunday closing down of the miUs. 

DISCHARGE THROUGH MILL "C-LAKE OF THE WOODS MILLING COMPANY 

The Lake of the Woods Milling Company's Mill "C" is located 
at Keewatin at the easterly end of the rock ridge separating Portage 
Bay, Lake of the Woods, from Darlington Bay, an arm of the Winni- 
peg River. There was no natural outlet at this site, but about the 
year 1881 a small cut was made through the rock ridge by Wm. 
McAuley and power developed for the operation of a saw mill. This 
mill is stated to have been first operated in the year 1882. In the 
same year the site became the property of Messrs. Dick and Banning 
and continued to be used for the same purpose until the year 1893. 
From that year until the year 1899, the plant was shut down and 
the flume closed. Power was again developed during the years 1899 
and 1900 by the Ottawa Gold Mining and Reduction Company, but 
in the latter part of 1900 the flume was again closed and remained 
in that condition until the year 1905. During this year the site was 
acquired by the Keewatin Flour Milling Company, and the flume is 
stated to have been approximately doubled in size. Before the 
completion of the plant, the Keewatin Flour Milling Company was 
purchased by the Lake of the Woods Milling Company, and it was 
not until May, 1907, that the present mill, known as MUl "C", was 
put in operation. From the year 1900 to 1907 no water was dis- 
charged through this outlet, but from 1907 to date, with the exception 
of temporary shut-downs for repairs, the mill has been in continuous 
operation. The location of the power house and intake is shown on 
the Key Plan of Outlets^ Plate 19, and various selected cross sections 
of the head race are given on Plate 34. 

Since this site was acquired by the Lake of the Woods Milling 
Company, the power has been used in the manufacture of flour in 
Mill "C". 

No information has been obtained regarding the turbine installa- 
tion in the earlier power house located at this site. The following 
turbines have constituted the installation since the site was acquired 
by the Lake of the Woods Milling Company: 

2-56^^ twin runner horizontal turbines manufactured by Wm. Hamilton Com- 
pany. The manntacturers' full gate rating for each unit under a 20 foot head is 
900 H. P. 

1-^y^ twin runner horizontal turbine manufactured by Wm. Hamilton Com- 
pany. The manufacturers' full gate rating for this unit under a 20 foot head is 600 
H. P. This turbine is dlrect-oonneeted to a 275 K. W. generator but is used only in 
case of a break-down in the hydro-electric equipment at MiU ''A ". 
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No record has been obtained of any discharge measurements 
made previous to the year 1912. On July 17th, 1912, a gauging 
station was established, by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, at 
the intake to the mill. 

The discharge measurements made at this station from 1912 to 
1916 are given in Table 56. On the basis of these measurements and 
the records of gate openings, etc., the daily discharge through Mill 
''C" from May, 1913, to December, 1916, inclusive, has been esti- 
mated by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, and appears in Table 72. 

These estimates indicate that during 1913 and 1914 the average 
work-day discharge through Mill "C has been about 700 c. f. s. 
As the turbine installation at Mill **C" has not been changed since 
the b^inning of operation on May 1st, 1907, we have adopted a 
value of 700 c. f . s. as the average work-day discharge from that date 
until May, 1913. Since the latter date daily discharge estimates have 
been made by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey. 

DISCHARGE IHROUGH KEEWATIN LUMBER Ik MANUFACTURMC OOMPANTS PLANT 

The power site which is situated at the extreme westerly end of 
Portage Bay, Eeewatin, is known locally as the Eeewatin Lumber 
and Manufacturing Ciompany power site, this company having been 
the owners and users of the site while the plant was in operation. 
The depression where the head gates of the plant were later located 
is stated to have acted as an overflow channel for the Lake of the 
Woods, at high stages. 

Construction of the power house and head race was commenced 
in 1879, and the mill is stated to have been put in operation in June, 
1880. The head race was constructed partially in earth and rock 
excavation and partially in timber structure. In, or about, the year 
1885, the intake at Keewatin or Portage Bay was further deepened 
by the use of a log drag, by means of which the muskeg or soil was 
loosened and was then carried away by the current through the head 
race. 

The power developed at this site was used for the operation of a 
saw mill and a planing mill, — the saw mill being operated only during 
the open period of navigation, while the planing mill was operated 
both winter and summer. The saw mill was destroyed by fire in the 
fall of 1905 and has not been rebuilt. The planing mill was operated 
during 1906, but since that date the entire plant has been closed 
down, — all stop logs being in place at the head works. 

No systematic records of water levels appear to have been taken 
at this point, although during the period from 1898 to 1906 a few 
valuable readings of a gauge cut in the head works of the plant were 
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Old Head Race of Keewatin Lumber and Manufacturinq Company's 
Plant— September II. 1913 



Head Race of Lake of The Woods Milling Company's Mill ' 
September II. 1913 
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made by Mr. William Lyon of the Company. A complete descrip- 
tion of this gauge appears under "Water Gauges and Bench Marks," 
page 102. The records appear in Table 12. 

Up to the present no record has been obtained with respect to the 
initial turbine installation or the date of the installation of the tur- 
bines which were added from time to time as the plant was enlarged. 

A record of the number of turbines operated during the period 
from 1900 to 1906, together with their sizes and location in the plant, 
was obtained by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey from Mr. John 
A. Miner, a millwright employed by the Company during that period. 
All the turbines are stated to have been vertical, some of them 
crudely constructed. No record of the load carried or of the gate 
operation having been kept, it is evident that any estimate of dis- 
charge must be based on other information. 

On October 16th, 1905, a discharge measurement was made at 
this outlet by Mr. H. G. Acres of the Ontario Hydro-Electric Power 
Commission showing a discharge of 400 cubic feet per second. This 
dischai^e presumably represented the water used by both saw mill 
and planing mill during the open season, or from about the middle 
of May to the end of October. For the remainder of each year the 
planing mill alone was operated, and it is estimated that 150 c. f. s. 
were discharged during the winter. No record has been found stating 
whether the plant was operated for a 10 hour or a full 24 hour day. 
Since the saw mill was burned in the fall of 1905, and operation of 
the planing mill was discontinued in 1906, a certain amount of leak- 
age has taken place through the stop logs at the old head works. 
The amoimt of this leakage as determined by discharge measure- 
ments of the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey from 1913 to 1915 is 
given in Table 57. 

98896—17 12 
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HIGH WATCR MARKS AND THEIR SIGNinCANCE 

In the absence of extensive records of lake stages, which occurred 
in a state of nature, physical evidences of prevailing stages become 
of the utmost importance. 

On the watershed of the Lake of the Woods, as elsewhere, these 
physical evidences consist mainly of various forms of vegetation. 
The character of the vegetation determines its significance respecting 
lake stages. Rushes, cat-tail flags, wild rice, and other aquatic grasses 
grow in water several feet in depth, consequently these plants are of 
little or no significance in this connection. Some mosses and grasses, 
and even willows and other small shrubs grow up annually, to a con- 
siderable extent, consequently, these forms of vegetation are no index 
to high lake stages. Taftiarack, spruce, balsam, cedar, and black 
ash furnish no criterion, because these trees are usually found on very 
wet soil, and frequently in standing water. White, Norway, and 
jack pine; red, white, or burr oak; basswood or linden, white elm, 
white ash, birch, poplar, and similar trees of the uplands, on the 
other hand, do not Uve where water covers their roots, either very 
frequently, or continuously for more than a season at a time. Dead 
trees of these species form a conspicuous fringe around the shores of 
lakes which, during recent years, have been maintained at a higher 
level than prevailed in a state of nature. 

The bleached appearance of the bark of trees and of the timber 
on pile bridges and other structures also frequently constitutes evi- 
dence of high lake stages. See, for example, Plates BB and FF. 

On the shores of the majority of northern lakes, particularly on 
those situated in the region of archean rock outcrops, water marks, 
usually referred to as ''stains", are almost invariably found on the 
rocks. Upon closer examination, however, these so-called ''stains" 
are foxmd to consist of the absence of one or more species of lichens 
for varying distances above the water surface. These lichens, as is 
well known, are a common form of vegetable growth found on trees 
and rocks, particularly in northern latitudes. They derive their 
sustenance from the air, and secrete an acid which disintegrates the 
rook surface, thereby providing the plants a better foothold. After 
rains, lichens of one species in particular, common on most northern 
lakes (genus gyrophora) * that are ordinarily crisp and almost black, 
become leathery and olive green. Submergence in water for a certain 
time appears to loosen the lichens from the supporting rocks. Some 

* A comprehensive work on lichens is Professor Bruce Fink's Omtrihuiion from the Unittd States 
National Herbarium-- The Lichent of Aflniuiota, published by the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 
D. C, 1910. 300+ zvii pp.; illustrations. 
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PLATE CO 



1. Swift Water at Old Fort Island Left Only Upper High water Mark 

2. High Water Marks. Winnipeg River Below Keewatin Bridge 

PAOOLE HELD AT UPPER LICHEN MARK (EOQE OF COARSE DARK LICHEN — QENUS OYROPHORA) 

ELEVATION I047.S0 8EA>LEVEL DATUM 
LOWER LICHEN MARK (EOQE OF GREENISH LICHEN — QENUS PARMELIA) 

ELEVATION I04S.SI SEA-LEVEL DATUM 

3. Distant View of Upper and Lower Lichen Marks Below Keewatin 

River Bridge 

4. Upper and Lower Lichen Marks on Winnipeg River Above The Dalles 
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PLATE DD 



High Water Marks in Rocky Narrows-Rainy Lake— October 16. 1913 



Detail of High Water Marks in Rocky Narrows-June 17. 1916 

ELEVATION OF LOWER WHITE STRIPE 4M.I PUBLIC WORKS DATUM 
ELEVATION OF UPPER WHITE STRIPE 497.4 PUBLIC WORKS DATUM 
ELEVATION OF LOWER EDGE OF COARSE DARK LICHEN ON RIGHT SIDE 

4t7.S PUBLIC WORKS DATUM 
ELEVATION OF LOWER EOQE OF COARSE DARK LICHEN ON LEFT SIDE 
800.0 PUBLIC WORKS DATUM 
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High Water Marks in Rocky Narrows-Rainy Lake— October 15. 1913 



Detail of High Water Marks in Rocky Narrows-June 17. 1916 

ELEVATION OF LOWER WHITE STRIPE 4M.I PUBLIC WORKS DATUM 
ELEVATION OF UPPER WHITE STRIPE 417.4 PUBLIC WORKS DATUM 
ELEVATION OF LOWER EDGE OF COARSE DARK LICHEN ON RIGHT SIDE 

4I7.S PUBLIC WORKS DATUM 
ELEVATION OF LOWER EOQE OF COARSE DARK LICHEN ON LEFT SIDE 

tOO.O PUBLIC WORKS DATUM 
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PLATE EE 



HiQH Water Marks on Easterly Side of Ferris Island— Rainy Lake 

June 17, 1916 

PRINCIPAL LOWER LICHEN MARK — ELEVATION 497.t 
MARK IN CHANNEL BETWEEN ROOKS — ELEVATION 4N.ft 



HiQH Water Marks on Easterly Side of Ferris Island— Rainy Lake 

JUNE 17. 1916 

LOWEST MARK AT EDGE OF SMALL LIGHT GREEN LICHEN — ELEVATION MT.t PUBLIC WORKS DATUM 

NEXT MARK— TOP OF FIRST BAND— SAME LICHEN PARTLY REMOVED— ELEVATION 4SS.4 PUBLIC WORKS DATUM 

SINGLE MARK ON ROCK AT LEFT OF CENTER AND PRINCIPAL MARK ON OTHER ROCKS— EDGE OF COARSE 

BLACKISH LICHEN— ELEVATION 4M ft PUBLIC WORKS DATUM 
EDGE OF COARSE BLACKISH LICHEN ON ExiREME RIGHT— ELEVATION ftOO.O 
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species are more persistent than others. Water in motion also 
appears to remove the lichens more rapidly than standing water, 
and to remove certain species sooner than others. The character 
of the rock surface also appears to exert some influence. 

On the whole, the small, dose growing varieties, particularly 
the small blaok lichens {genus lecanora), and to a somewhat lesser 
degree the light green or gray Uchens (genus parmelia) are more 
tenacious than the larger, coarser ones (genus gyropTiora). The 
larger and much more exposed surfaces of the coarser lichens may 
be the most important factor governing the earlier removal of these, 
particularly in flowing water or where subjected to wave action. 

Splendid illustrations of the irregular removal of lichen growths, 
under varying conditions of exposure, are given on Plates DD and 
EE. The dark coarse lichens of the genus gyxophora were com- 
pletely removed to elevation 500.0, Public Works datum, on the 
exposed side of Rocky Narrows in Rainy Lake, but were only slightly 
removed above elevation 497.8, just around the comer on the shel- 
tered side of the same rock. Similarly, on Ferris Island, also in 
Rainy Lake, the coarse lichens, — and, where exposed, also the small 
light green lichens — were removed to elevations varying between 
499.5 and 500.0, even though on the sheltered side of the same rocks 
the small green lichens were only partly removed above elevation 
497.8, and were left intact above elevation 498.4. 

In the channel between the rocks (upper picture of Plate EE) 
the lichen mark is at elevation 499.5, whereas on the projecting lip 
broken loose from the adjoining rock, — ^no one can say how long" 
ago — the coarse lichens are still growing down to elevation 497.8. 

Picture No. 1, on Plate CC, shows the well defined lichen mark 
in the Winnipeg River at Old Fort Island, elevation 1047.4. Swift 
water in the contracted channel at this point evidently removed all 
of the lichens up to the highest elevation which the Winnip^ River 
gives evidence of ever having reached at this point. This water 
mark corresponds to the upper high water mark, elevation 1047.8, at 
Keewatin. 

Pictiffes Nos. 2 and 3, Plate CC, show that in the relatively 
quiet water of the wide and deep channel, about 350 feet below the 
Keewatin Bridge, two distinct water marks are visible. The upper 
one, being the edge of the coarse dark lichens (genus gyrophora), is at 
elevation 1047.8, and the lower one, being the lower edge of the 
grayish green lichens (genus parmelia), is at elevation 1046.35. 

Picture No. 4 on the same plate shows, although not so distinctly, 
two corresponding lichen marks on lihe banks of the Winnipeg 
River, a short distance above The Dalles. 

The relation between the lichen marks and other forms of vegeta- 
tion is shown on Plates FF and HH. On Plate FF is reproduced a. 
typical shore scene, photographed on Crooked Lake, September 
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7th, 1914. Grasses, moss, and small shrubbery, were found growing 
ahuost to the water's edge. Next came brush and small trees, then 
the larger upland trees, and highest of all the lichen growth on the 
rocks. The lower picture on the same plate, taken on Ejiife Lake, 
shows a sharp, well defined, recently formed, water mark, just back 
of a dead pine which, it will be observed, has a bleach mark on it at 
the same elevation as the lichen mark on the rocks. 

Plate GO shows dead pines on an island in Birch Lake, Minnesota. 
The picture was taken on July 4th, 1914, when the lake was within 
one inch of the highest water observed at the dam at the outlet, and 
within three inches of the lichen mark shown on the rocks in a shel- 
tered place at the upper end of the Lake. Picture No. 2 on this 
plate shows how water running down the bluff shores of Lac La 
Croix has removed the lichen from the rocks in streaks. 

On several of the boundary lakes, a water mark such as that 
shown in Picture No. 3, Plate GO, was observed. This mark con- 
sists of a deposit, presumably of pollen, from blossoming trees. 

It may be remarked that various popular notions respecting the 
formation of the water marks above discussed, such as abrasion by 
ice, etc., have been considered and dismissed as untenable, at least in 
so far as the formation of high water marks on Lake Namakan, 
Rainy Lake, Lake of the Woods, and on the Winnipeg River below 
the outlets of the Lake is concerned. 

Although we have no exact record of the length of time required 
for standing water to remove the lichen growth sufficiently to create 
a water mark, we do know, by observation, that such a mark is 
formed in a relatively short time, i. e., say, in a single season. This 
fact is exemplified by the water marks on Little Vermilion Lake, 
Plate HH and on Knife Lake, Plate FF. When such a mark is once 
formed, however, a number of years appear to be required to sub- 
stantially change it. The growth of lichens is exceedingly slow. 
Several years of low water seem to be required for the lichens to 
grow downward sufficiently to remove even the sharpness of a water 
mark and to produce a ragged edge. 

In connection with the slow growth of lichens. Dr. Frederick V. 
CoviUe, Curator of the United States National Herbarium, in a 
communication to Mr. White, dated February 20th, 1914, states: 

**You may be interested to know that on a lichen-covered rock on Plummer's 
Island in the Potomac near Washington some giant caps were set off in the summer 
of 1906. The caps on exploding blew away the lichens and the rock surface over a 
diameter of six inches to a foot. It was several years before any of these spots showed 
even a trace of new lichen growth and even now the spots are clearly discernible 
because their lichen covering is fragmentary' and imperfect. This is presumably 
due to lack of adequate disintegration of the fresh rock surface exposed by the ex- 
plosion of the caps as well as to the slow growth of the lichens themselves.'^ 
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PLATE FF 



A Homestead on Rat Root River-Note Farm Yard Fence in Water— 1914 



Water-Killed Oaks-Rat Root River-1914 



Typical Shore Scene Showing Relation Between High Water Marks and 
Growing Trees and Brush— Crooked Lake-September 7. 1914. 



Bleach Marks on Recently Killed Trees and Lichen Marks Newly Formed 
on Rocks— Knife Lake— September 5, 1914 
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PLATE GG 



1. Dead Pines on Island in Birch Lake. Minn.— July 4. 1914 

2. Lichen on Bluff Shore of Lac La Croix. Removed in Streaks, by Run- 

ning Water 

3. ••CHALK" Water Mark on Lac La Croix 3 Ft. Above Water— Sept. 8. 1914 

THIS MARK CONSISTS OF A DEPOSIT. PRESUMABLY POLLEN PROM TREES 

4. Birch Lake. Minn., Within I Inch of Highest Observed Water and 

Within 3 Inches of Lichen Mark— July 4. 1914 
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PLATE HH 



1. Large Pines Growing Far Below Extreme High Water Mark. Lac La 

Croix— September 8, 1914 

2. High Water Mark on Little Vermilion Lake— September 9. 1914 

3. Paper on Norway Pine at Elevation of Water Mark 5'-0" Above Water 

Surface. Lac La Croix— September 8, 1914 

EXTREME HIGH WATER MARK ON LAC LA CROIX WA8 ■'••'' ABOVE WATER SURFACE ON SEPTEMBER t. Itl4 
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Inasmuch as these high water marks on the rocks, consisting of 
the entire or partial absence of certain species of lichens, are quickly 
formed and very slowly changed, it must be appajqpnt that these 
marks represent only the Tiighest lake stages reached, for more than a 
few days at a time, in the course of perhaps twenty-five years or 
more; and further, that in exposed positions these water marks 
roflect wave action, and hence represent elevations somewhat higher 
than the highest stage of quiet water. Such water marks, resulting 
from very high stages, then, cannot rationally be regarded as an 
index to ordinary high vxUer. On the navigable waters of Minnesota, 
the Federal Government holds an easement, in the pubUc interest, 
in the land lying between low water and ordinary high water, con- 
sequently the meaning of the term "ordinary high water" is important. 

In 1908, when having the subject of possible damage to riparian 
owners on the Lake of the Woods under its consideration, the Office 
of the Chief of Engineers, United States War Department, in a 
memorandum dated February 25th, 1908, and transmitted by the 
Secretary of War to the Secretary of State, states: 

''As the Lake of the Woods is a navigable water of the United States, and Con- 
gress has exercised jurisdiction by making an appropriation for the Improvement of 
Warroad Harbor with the view of a lake level of 7.2 feet, it is thought that the question 
of possible damage to riparian owners by the maintenance of that level must be 
considered upon the basis of the relation to ordinary high water mark under natural 
conditions, and not to the normal lake level." 

In the Minnetonka decision* Judge Mitchell defined ordinary 
high water as follows: 

If * * * * -j^jj^ JQ ^Q cBae of fresh-water rivers and lakes, — ^in which 
there is no ebb and flow of the tide, but which are subject to irregular and occasional 
changes of height, without fixed quantity or time, except that they are periodical, 
recurring with the wet or dry seasons of the year, — ^high-water mark, as a line between 
a riparian owner and the public, is to be determined by examining the bed and banks, 
and ascertaining where the presence and action of the water are so common and 
usual, and so long-continued in all ordinary years, as to mark upon the. soil of the 
bed a character distinct from that of the banks, in respect to vegetation, as well as 
respects the nature of the soil itself. 

' ' ' High-water mark ' means what its language imports, — ^a water mark. It is co- 
ordinate with the limit of the bed of the water; and that, only, is to be considered the 
bed which the water occupies sufficiently long and continuously to wrest it from 
vegetation, and destroy its value for agricultural purposes. Ordinarily, the slope of 
the bank and the character of its soil are such that the water impresses a distinct 
character on the soil, as well as on the vegetation. In some places, however, where 
the banks are low and flat, the water does not impress upon the soil any well-defined 
line of demarcation between the bed and the baiUcs. In such cases, the effect of the 
water upon vegetation must be the principal test in determining the location of high- 
water mark, as a line between the riparian owner and the public. It is the point up 
to which the presence and action of the water is so continuous as to destroy the value 
of the land for agricultural purposes by preventing the growth of vegetation, consti- 
tuting what may be termed any ordinary agricultural crop, — for example, hay. 

• In r« ¥f!ifwton¥a, setb Minnewta. 8m "Vtiml Argomenls," Waohliigton, Aprfl, 191^ pa^M ao-aii. 
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This line of. demarcation between land and water growths is 
usually quite distinct on the northern lakes, as shown on Plates FF 
and HH, for example. The vegetation growing at the lowest elevation 
consists of a straggling growth of grasses and some mosses which may 
reach down to the water's edge even in low water. Above these 
growths there is a well defined margin of brush and small trees, and 
still a little higher up are found the larger upland trees. 

On all of the lakes examined on the Lake of the Woods water- 
shed, whose outlets were still in natural condition, large pines, oak, 
ehn, and basswood trees were found growing far below the highest 
water marks formed by the lichens on the rocks. This fact is well 
illustrated by the photographs of portions of the shore line of Lac 
La Croix, shown on Plate HH. There are two pronounced lichen 
marks on this lake; the upper one on September 8th, 1914, was 8' 5" 
above the water surface, and the lower one, which is the more sharply 
defined one of the two, was 5' 0" above the water on the same date. 
The pictures on Plate HH clearly show large trees growing at eleva- 
tions ascertained to be less than 5 feet above the water surface. If 
lake stages of the elevation of the upper lichen mark had prevailed 
for a large portion of the time, these large trees certainly would never 
have grown up. If the lake were raised 8' 5" above the elevation 
found on September 8th, 1914, and kept at that elevation, most of 
these trees would die in a single season. 

Since, then, the lichen marks on the rocks are an index, onh', to 
extreme high stages, these marlvs do not fix a line of demarcation 
betw'een the rights of riparian owners and the right of the Federal 
Government of the United States, for example, to the use of the shores 
of the Lake of the Woods, between low water and ordinary high 
water, for the public use of navigation. Considering the Lake as a 
whole, moderately high stages unquestionably aid navigation. The 
right of the riparian owner to the full enjoyment of his property 
down to* ordinary high-water mark, however, cannot be impaired 
without compensation. Inasmuch as the level of (he Lake of the 
Woods has, during the past twenty-eight years, been maintained at 
an elevation averaging practically three feet above that which would 
have prevailed under natural conditions, the* character of the bed of 
the Lake and of the banks, and the character of the vegetation now 
foimd on the shores of the Lake, do not offer a satisfactory index to 
ordinary high water as it existed in a state of nature. Recourse, 
then, must be had to some other method of determining the elevation 
of ordinary high water on the Lake of the Woods in a state of nature. 
In discussing the subject of prevailing levels on the Lake, we will point 
out that a level of 1059 would, under natural conditions, have been 
exceeded for periods aggregating nearly two and one-half years out 
of the past twenty-three, or a little less than 11 per cent of the time. 
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Ordinary high water, from the viewpoint of the riparian owner, how- 
ever, depends upon the stages which prevail during the planting, 
growing, and harvesting seasons rather than on those which prevail 
throughout the year considered as a whole. 

Tie following figure shows the levels which would have prevailed 
on the Lake of the Woods, if the outflow had not been controlled, 
during the months of June, July, August and September for the period 
of years extending from January 1st, 1893, to Decembel* 31st, 1915. 
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It appears from this curve that a level of 1059, or above, would, under 
natural conditions, have prevailed about 20 per cent of the time. 
This stage woidd have been reached or exceeded during six out of the 
twenty-three agricultural seasons during this period of years. Con- 
sidering all stages above the average prevailing during the agricultural 
season as high stages, and those below the average as low stages, the 
level of 1059 represents a high stage which would have been exceeded 
under natural conditions, during nearly half of all the agricultural 
seasons during which the level of the Lake would have risen above 
the average. 
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KENNEDY HIGH WATER MARKS ON LAKE OF THE WOODS 

Even though the growth of lichens, constituting water marks, is 
exceedingly slow, yet in the course of twenty-five years some changes 
in these marks are certain to occur. These changes, however, are 
likely to be so gradual as to escape casual observation. The water 
marks on the Lake of the Woods, for example, were known to the 
earliest settlers. It is not generally known, however, that the eleva- 
tion of these marks actually has changed somewhat during past years. 

In this matter we are exceptionally fortunate, however, in having 
a permanent and indisputable record of what was the elevation of the 
highest Uchen mark on the Lake of the Woods twenty odd years ago. 

In September, 1895, Mr. James C. Kennedy, Resident Engineer 
for the Keewatin Power Company, at the request of Mr. John Mather, 
visited certain places on the shore of the Lake of the Woods, and had 
a line with the letters HW above it (HW)cut into the rocks on line with 
the highest lichen mark shown on these rocks.* In this connection, 
Mr. Kennedy filed an affidavit on September 13th, 1895, as follows: 

*' Dominion of Canada, 

District of Rainy River. 
To Wit 

I, James Crow Kennedy Civil Engineer at present acting ae resident Engineer 
on the construction of the works of **The Keewatin Power Company (Limited)" 

Do solemnly Declare that I was instructed by Mr. John Mather, vice President 
of the aforesaid Company to mark at several places on the shores of tbe Lake of the 
Woods, and cut into the rocks forming the same the mark HV on a water-line as shown 
on the said rocks. 

In carrying out these instructions I did on the tenth day of September 1895 and 
following days proceed to certain parts of the Lake of the Woods indicated on the 
accompanying map by circles drawn in black lines coloured blue inside with my 
signature made at each circle the description of the localities on the map where these 
circles and my signatures are made being as follows viz. — 

One at the westerly shore of the East Branch of the Winnipeg River at outlet 
from Lake of the Woods and at a point about 100 yards eastward of the main line 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway. 

One at northeasterly shore of Island designated ''D. 91'* Deacon's Survey and 
lying next the westerly mainland shore of Rat Portage Bay. 

One near the most easterly point of the shore of Buckets Island (31G) lying at 
mouth of the North West Angle Inlet— and 

One in American Territory at the Northeasterly shore of Flag Island Point and 
near easterly entrance to strait between Flag Island Point and Passage Island. 

The said map is called a '* Geological and Topographical Map of the northern part 
of the Lake of the Woods and adjacent Countrp", by A. C. Lawson M. A. 1885 and 
issued by the Geological and Natural History Survey of Canada, Alfred E. Selwyn 
C.M.G. L.L.D. F.R.S. Ac Director" 1887. 

*8M Appendix IV, p. 997. 
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I hereby certify that I did cut on rocks forming the shores of the Lake of the 
Woods at the aforesaid places marked on the map and signed by me the marks HW for 
the purpose of showing what indicates a water mark on the Lake at a time for which I 
can fix no date. It is very distinctly seen on the shores nearly everywhere and leaves 
no doubt that it is a watermark showing the height at which the water in the Lake 
stood — I find that to be the belief of the people in the district and also of those who 
do business on The Lake of the Woods. Furthermore, that is corroborated by another 
mark about eighteen inches lower that was made by the water in 1888 when it stood 
for some time at that level at present well known to be a fact. 

And I make this solemn Declaration believing the same to be true and by virtue 
of the Act respecting extra judicial oaths 

(egd) Jab. C. Kennedy 

Declared before me at the village of Keewatin in the District of Rainy River 
this 13th day of Septembr A. D. 1895 

(egd) R. A. Mather 

A Notary Public for Ontario,'^ 

Under date of March 10th, 1913, Mr. Kennedy wrote as foDows, 
respecting the establishment of these water marks: 

''I have a distinct recollection of adopting certain Bench Marks previously 
established by Mr. TumbuU, C. E. in making surveys for the Keewatin Power Co. 
and of adhering to his datum level throughout my service with the same Company 
as Resident Engineer in charge of the construction of the * * Keewatin Dam' ' . Normal 
high water of the Lake was 100^ above datum. 

I have a further distinct recollection of tieing in with my adopted datum the 
elevation of the HW mark cut in the rock in Rat Portage Bay near the C. P. Railway, 
in order to make a relative record, and which record will show the HW mark at the 
location just described, to be 102.54 feet above that datum." 

With further reference to the establishment of these high water 
marks and their elevation in terms of Kennedy's " 100" datum, the 
foDowing record from one of Mr. Kennedy's note books under date 
of November 18th, 1898, is of interest: — 



** Water level of Lake at 8 A. M. . . . 100. OOl^j^jj 
Water level of Lake at 3 P. M 100. OOJ 



Measured distance of HW mark down to water level of bay 2.37 ft., thus estab- 
lishing the HW mark clearly defined by lichen edge on the rocks forming shores of 
bay immediately south of Railway Fill as 102.37 or same level practically as HW cut 
mark of K. P. Go. near floating bridge, which is 102.54. 

102.40 is one level of HW mark by moss Ac. found in April, 1895 — and recorded." 

On Plates II and JJ are shown photographs of the various 
Kennedy high water marks. 

The mark on Tunnel Island, as is clearly shown in the photo- 
graph, Plate II, is located about .2 foot above the present water 
mark, as deiSned by the lichen growth. The elevation of this mark, 
as determined by instrumental levels by the Engineers of the Mani- 
toba Hydrographic Survey, is 1062.58 sea-level datum. 

According to Mr. James C. Kennedy's affidavit, a water mark 
was cut on Island "D 91'*. This, however, appears to be an error in 
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identijScation of the island, as no such mark has heen found on the 
i8land"D91",hutonisland"S565" instead. Thelocationof thelatter 
island agrees with Mr. Kennedy's description as lying at the westerly 
main shore end of Rat Poi;tage Bay. This mark is also covered by 
lichen growth. Its elevation above sea-level datum, as determined 
by Mr. Scjvil of the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, who found the 
mark, on June 17th, 1913, 10.30 a. m., (lake calm) by water level 
transfer from Keewatin, is 1062.36 sea-level datum. 

Kennedy's high water mark on Bucket6 Island was also found 
by Mr. Scovil, and its elevation, 1062.91, determined by water level 
transfer from Oak Island on Jxrna 26th, 1913. The elevation of this 
mark, as determined by Mr. White on July 9th, 1914, also by water 
level transfer from Oak Island, is 1062.96. This high water mark is 
also somewhat overgrown with lichen, although approximately on 
line with a well defined, existent, lichen mark. 

The elevation of the high water mark on Flag Island Point, as 
determined by us at 12 m. on June 14th, 1913, by water level transfer 
from Oak Island, (Iske calm) is 1062.73. The elevation as deter- 
mined by Mr. Scovil, by water level transfer from Oak Island (strong 
south wind, lake rough), at 12.30 p. m., June 24th, 1913, is 1063.01. 
Although there are some small dose-growing black lichens (genus leco- 
nam) scattered on the rock below Kennedy's mark, the present high 
water mark as defined by the coarse dark lichens, is several tenths of 
a foot higher. 

Evidently there have been small, though nevertheless perceptible, 
changes in the elevation of these lichen marks. It may be pre- 
simied that if Kennedy had established bis high water marks at the 
time the pictures of Plates II and JJ were taken, he would have 
placed the Tunnel Island mark about .2 foot lower, and the Flag 
Island Point mark several tenths of a foot higher. The changes in 
high water marks indicated by the photographs have apparently 
resulted from wave action extending over relatively long periods of 
high water such as have prevailed at times during the past twenty 
years. Although standing water diu*ing these past twenty years, 
when the lake was calm, did not reach an elevation greater than 
1062.35, yet wave action has imquestionably resulted in removing 
the coarser lichens from the rock surface in exposed locations such as 
that at Flag Island Point, to a considerably higher elevation. In 
sheltered locations, however, such as at Tunnel Island, the slightly 
lower stage has permitted the lichens to grow downward about .2 foot. 

Stages of 1062 and above have, without doubt, prevailed for 
longer periods at a time, during the past twenty years than they did 
in a state of nature, consequently there has been a better oppor- 
tunity, in exposed locations, for wave action to remove the lichens to 
a higher elevation than they occupied during the period of years 
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PLATE II 



Left— KENNEDY'S High Water Mark on Tunnel Island In Rat Portage Bay 
Elevation iae2.58 Sea-Level Datum— Photo September 21, 1912 

Right— KENNEDY'S High Water Mark on Island 8565 in Rat Portage Bay 
Elevation 1062.36 Sea-Level Datum-Photo June 17, 1913 



KENNEDY'S High Water Mark on Buckete Island at Entrance to Northwest 
Angle Inl^t-Elevation io62,96 Sea-Level Datum— Photo July 9, 1914 
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PLATE JJ 



General View Showinq Location of Kennedy's High Water Mark on 
Flag Island point 



Detail of Kennedys High Water Mark on Flag Island Poi nt— Northwest 
Angle Inlet Elevation 1062.73 Sea-Level Datum-June 14, 1913 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



LAKE OF THE WOODS INVESTIGATION 178 

previous to the date on which Kennedy established his marks. 
This efiFect of wave action apparently is exemplified, even though in 
a lesser degree, by the difference in elevation between the Kennedy 
high water mark in the sheltered location near Kenora and that in 
the exposed location on Flag Island Point. 

Further evidence of the gradual extension of lichen growths is 
furnished by the photographs of the Kennedy high water marks of 
Plate II. Apparently a panel was cut in the rock surface before 
the letters HW were inscribed. This panel, particularly in case of 
the Tunnel Island mark, was, in 1912, completely covered with 
small sized specimens of the light green lichens of the genus parmelia, 
although lichens of the genvs gyrophora apparently were stiU absent. 
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RATING CURVE OF OUTFLOW FROM LAKE OF THE WOODS 
IN STATE OF NATURE 

Early in 1895, during the construction of the Norman Dam, 
Mr. James C. Kennedy established a ntunber of gauges on the Western 
Outlet of the Lake of the Woods, between the Lake and the site of 
the dam. 

These gauges were located just above the crests of the various 
rapids, and their readings reflected changes in the water level at the 
Norman Dam resulting from the construction of the rock fill portion 
of the dam and from the subsequent placing of the stop logs in the 
sluices of the completed dam. The locations of these slope gauges 
are shown on the map of the Western Outlet, Plate 25, and the gauge 
readings are assembled in Table 25. 

The principal point of natural control of outflow from the Lake 
of the Woods, through the Western Outlet, is the contracted reach 
of the channel at the Canadian Pacific Railway bridge, particularly 
Sections 16, 17, and 18, Plate 30. Most of Kennedy's slope gauge 
readings were taken while the principal portion of the old Rollerway 
Dam (built at the outlet of the Lake in 1887), was still in place, but 
they were taken before the operation of the Norman Dam affected 
the discharge through the control sections at the C. P. R. bridge. 

With the aid of the readings of these Kennedy slope gauges and 
other available data, it is possible to deduce a rating curve of outflow 
from the Lake of the Woods in a state of nature, and thus to compute 
the levels which, would have prevailed on the Lake during recent 
years, if the controlling structures on the various outlets had not 
been present. 

On Plate 107 are presented curves showing, first, the relation 
between lake levels and tail water levels at Keewatin during 1892- 
1895; second, the relation between water levels at Kennedy's Gauge 
No. 7 and tail water levels during 1895; and third, the relation 
between water levels at Gauge No. 7 and the fall from the Lake to this 
gauge during the same year. These cmres are based on the readings 
of the Kennedy lake, tail water and slope gauges", assembled in 
Table 27. In plotting these data, the observed tail water levels at 
Norman have been reduced to their equivalent readiQgs at Keewatin 
by the subtraction of from .1 to .2 of a foot, in accordance with the 
relationship previously demonstrated as existing between Norman 
and Keewatin tail water levels. 
174 
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PLATE KK 



Present Canadian Pacific Railway Bridqes-Western Outlet-1913 



Courtesy of Mr. T. C. Mills and Manitoba Hydrographic Survey 

Rapids at Canadian Pacific Railway Bridge Prior to Completion of 

Norman Dam 



Looking Toward Norman Traffic Bridge from Canadian Pacific Railway* 

Embankment 
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It will be noted that for water levels of about 1056.75, at Gauge 
No. 7, the observed values of fall from the Lake to Gauge No. 7 vary 
considerably. The points falling to the left of the curve show a 
reduction in fall which represents backwater, resulting from the first 
placing of stop logs in the Norman Dam on August 21st, 1895. The 
points falling above the rating curve of Gauge No. 7 indicate a rise in 
the water level at this point without a corresponding change in tail 
water level. Inasmuch as a imiform tail water level represents 
uniform discharge and, in the absence of stop log manipulation, a 
constant lake level, the rise at Gauge No. 7 inevitably reduced the 
fall between the Lake and this gauge. This reduction in fall without 
change in discharge also indicated that the outflow from the Lake 
was still being controlled by the Rollerway Dam. 

The fact that the curve of ''Fall", Plate 107, shows rapidly 
decreasing fall with increasing lake stage, indicates that as the lake 
stage increased, control gradually passed from the RoUerway Dam 
to the contracted section at the C. P. K. bridge, and that at extremely 
high lake stages the RoUerway would no longer restrict the outflow 
from the Lake. 

On Plate 108 are shown rating curves of discharge through the 
various outlets of the Lake of the Woods during the year 1895, plotted 
against the observed readings of Kennedy's Gauge No. 7. While the 
discharge through the mills and power plants, for that year, is not 
known very accurately, yet the adopted value of 900 c. f. s. for the 
summer months — consisting of a flow of 350 c. f . s. through Mill "A", 
400 c. f . s. through the Keewatin Liunber & Manufacturing Company's 
plant, and 150 c. f. s. through the Kenora plant — and the adopted 
value of 700 c. f . s. during the winter months — consisting of 350 c. f . s. 
through Mill ''A'', 150 c. f. s. through the Keewatin Lumber and 
Manufacturing Company's plant, and 200 c. f . s. through the Kenora 
plant — are beUeved to be substantially correct. The discharge 
through the Eastern Outlet referred to gauge No. 7, shown on this 
f'late 108, is deduced from the rating curve, Plate 68, previously dis- 
cussed, and the curves of Fall" on Plate 107. The curve of discharge 
designated ''All outlets" has been deduced from the curve designated 
''At Gauge No. 7 (1895) " on Plate 107, showing the relation between 
water level at gauge No. 7 and tail water level, and the. rating curve 
of discharge,' Plate 70, showing the relation between tail water level 
and discharge. The curve of dischai^e through the Western Outlet, 
then, represents the difference between the discharge through all 
outlets, and that through the Eastern Outlet combined with the dis- 
charge through the mills and power plants. It will be noted that the 
discharge measurement made by Kennedy on May 26th, 1893, falls 
almost exactly on this curve of Plate 108, and substantiates what we 
believe to be a correct deduction. 
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Having now deduced a rating of the discharge through the 
Western Outlet in terms of water levels at Kennedy's Gauge No. 7, 
it becomes necessary, in order to secure a rating of the discharge 
through the Western Outlet in terms of lake levels, to determine 
what the probable fall was in a state of nature (with the RoUerway 
Dam out), between the Lake and Kennedy's Gauge No. 7, located 
just above the rapids at the C. P. R. bridge. The mode of determi- 
nation of this relationship will next be explained. 

From 1912 to 1915 inclusive, measurements were made, by the 
Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, of the discharge through the 
Western Outlet. At the same time readings were taken of slope 
gauges located at various points along the channel between the Nor- 
man Dam and the Lake. One of these gauges (No. 3) was placed as 
closely as possible to the location of Kennedy's Gauge No. 7, as de- 
termined from the map and notes accompanying the Kennedy 
records. 

By means of the well known Chezy formula, v=CVra, and the 
discharge data and areas of cross sections of the channel determined 
by the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, the average value of the 
coefficient *'C", was found to be 26.0 for the Western Outlet between 
the Lake and the C. P. R. bridge and to be practically uniform for 
rates of discharge of 8,000, 13,000, and 18,000 c. f . s. at stages varying 
between 1060 and 1061. 

Using a value of 26.0 for the coefficient '*C", the fall between 
the Lake and Kennedy's Gauge No. 7 was computed for various rates 
of discharge. Adding this computed fall to the water level at Gauge 
No. 7, the lake level in a state of nature, corresponding to the given 
rate of discharge through the Western Outlet, shown on Plate 109, 
is obtained. 

While the value of 26.0, adopted for the coefficient "C", may 
appear low, it is believed to be substantially correct, because, in the 
first place, it is based upon observed values under present conditions, 
reasonably similar to those which existed in the Western Outlet 
before the construction of the Rollerway Dam; and in the second 
place, it is in agreement with other recent determinations as well as 
with the views of hydraulic engineers expressed in technical literature. 

On Page 359 of '*A Treatise on Hydraidics" by Hughes and 
Saflford, published in 1913, observed values are given for the coefficient 
''C", ranging mostly between 40 and 50 for deeper and much more 
nearly regular and uniform cross sections of channel than those under 
consideration. 

On Page 827 of " Engineering News " for April 29th, 1915, Mr. R. E. 
Horton comments on the fact that coefficients of roughness for 
natural river channels are much larger than commonly supposed. 
Larger coefficients of roughness indicate smaller values for the Chezy 
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coefficient ^^C". The values of coefficient of roughness of .06 to .10, 
mentioned by Mr. Horton, as of common occurrence at low stages 
on streams, would give values of "C" even below those here used. 

In connection with his work on the Mississippi River between 
Minneapolis and St. Paul, Mr. Meyer observed values of the coefficient 
''C" as low as 29 for moderately rough, gravel river bed, with some 
boulders and a mean depth of about 5.0 feet. 

If higher values had been used for the coefficient ^^C", in comput- 
ing the fall between the Lake and Kennedy's Gauge No. 7, the result 
would have been somewhat lower lake stages for the same rates of 
discharge. 

Having, now, deduced rating curves of discharge through both the 
Eastern and the Western Outlets in a state of nature, before the con- 
struction of any controlling works at the outlets of the Lake, these 
two curves are readily combined into a rating curve of discharge 
through all outlets of the Lake in a state of nature, for lake stages up 
to about 1059.0, as given on Plate 110. In order to secure a rating 
of the discharge for higher lake levels, it was necessary to extend the 
curve. This has been done upon the basis of what we have every 
reason to believe is a legitimate assumption, namely, that the Kennedy 
high water mark cut into the rock shore of the Lake, in 1895, in the 
sheltered location on Tunnel Island on the Eastern Outlet (see dis- 
cussion of Kennedy High Water Marks), records a Lake level which 
practically corresponds to a tail water level defined by the upper 
high water marks, clearly visible on the rock shores in the tail water 
bay at Keewatin, and also at many other places on the Winnipeg 
River below the outlets of the Lake. .(See profile of water levels, 
Plate 22.) The discharge corresponding to the average elevation 
of these high water marks in the bay at Keewatin is taken from the 
tail water rating curve of discharge through all outlets of the Lake, 
Plate 70, and is plotted against the elevation of the Kennedy high 
water marks in the Lake. This point is then joined to the computed 
lower portion of the rating curve of discharge, giving the final curve 
of outflow from the Lake of the Woods in a state of nature, i. e., 
through all natural outlets, unaltered and unrestricted by dams or 
other controlling works. 

In order to further substantiate the credibility of the deduction 
just made with respect to the outflow from the Lake of the Woods in a 
state of nature, there are presented the curves of Plate 111, showing 
the effect of the RoUerway and the Norman Dam on the relationship 
existing between lake levels and tail water levels. The curve of 
*' RoUerway. and Norman Dam Both Out, (State of Natiu'e)", is 
derived from the rating curves of Plate 110, by merely plotting 
lake levels against the tail water levels corresponding to a given rate 
of discharge. The lower end of the curve of ^'RoUerway in and 
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Nonnan Dam Open" is based on the Kennedy lake and tail water 
records, and is well defined for lake stages up to 1061. The upper end 
of the curve is fixed by the high water record of 1897. 

The curve of **Rollerway Out and Norman Dam In" is well 
defined at the upper end by a number of readings assembled in 
Table 30, taken from the graphs of Mean Lake Levels and of Mean 
Tail Water Levels at times when the Norman Dam was either wide 
open or nearly so. Three of the points plotted fall above the curve, 
because the dam was not quite wide open at the time, three rows of 
stop logs having been left in. The fact that all of the points on this 
curve above a lake stage of about 1060.5 fall above the curve of 
'^RoUerway Li and Norman Dam Out", indicates that at high stages 
the Norman Dam, even when wide open, restricts the outflow from 
the Lake of the Woods, and that such portions of the old RoUerway 
Dam as still remain, in the shape of boulders and debris on the river 
bottom, do not restrict the discharge during these higher stages. 
With the Norman Dam wide open, it is certain that these remains 
would, in some measure, restrict the discharge from the Western 
Outlet at the lower stages of the Lake. 
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PREVAILING LEVELS ON LAKE OF THE WOODS IN A STATE 

OF NATURE 

In discussing the significance of high water marks we stated that 
the highest water impressions made on the lichens growing on the 
rocky shores of the Lake of the Woods and the marks cut on these 
rocks by Mr. J. C. Kennedy, in 1895 constitute extreme high water 
marks, and give no indication of ordinary lake stages. Now, before 
a reply can be formulated to the second question of the Official 
Reference — and it is not here the intention to construe the Refer- 
ence — it is necessary to know what may fairly be considered as, ''the 
normal or natural level of the Lake.'' 

Having deduced the ** Rating Curves of Outflow from Lake of the 
Woods in a State of Nature, " Plate 110, and having also substantially 
correct values for the inflow into the Lake during the past twenty-three 
years, it becomes possible to compute the levels which would have 
prevailed on the Lake during these years, provided the outlets had 
been in their natural condition, and thus to obtain a range of natural 
levels over a considerable period of years with which to compare 
ranges of controlled levels which have prevailed, or which may be 
recx)mmended. 

In computing natural levels, the choice of the particular level 
which it is necessary to assume as prevailing at the beginning of the 
period over which the computations extend is of no practical conse- 
quence. In order to demonstrate this fact the curves of Plate 113 
were prepared. Four curves are shown on this Plate, one giving 
the actual observed levels for the twelve months from October, 1892, 
to September, 1893, and three showing the natural levels for the 
same period computed on the basis of the following assumptions 
respecting the level existent at the beginning of the period: 

(a) That the level which prevailed on October 1st, 1892, was 
a natural level. 

(6) That the natural level on October 1st, 1892, was 1059.5, 
Sea-level datum. 

(c) That the natural level on October 1st, 1892, was 1057.0, 
Sea-level datum. 

It is apparent from the curves of Plate 113 that even though a 
level which is several feet in error be assumed to prevail at the be- 
ginning of the period, the computed natural level, by the end of 
twelve months, would be substantially correct, — ^in fact most of the 
error would have been eliminated in half that time. In our submitted 
computation of natural lake levels it was assumed that, under 
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natural conditions, a stage of 1059.5 would have prevailed on October 
Ist, 1892. 

After computing natural levels, for Lake of the Woods, by 
an analytical method used by Mr. Meyer about ten years ago in a 
similar study involving the computed natural outflow from the 
upper Mississippi River Reservoirs in connection with floods on the 
river at Aitkin, Minnesota, our principal office assistant, Mr. Shepard, 
devised the curves of Plates 112 and 105, which show the relationship 
between rate of inflow, lake levels and change in stage, for Lake of 
the Woods and for Rainy Lake. Although the results derived by 
the two methods do not differ substantially, yet the use of these 
curves results in greater accuracy and a great saving of time. 
Both methods are based on the assumption of uniform rates of change 
in stage during ten day periods. While this assumption involves 
what at first sight may appear to be an appreciable error yet the 
actual resulting error in levels is really inappreciable because the 
several small errors are compensatory. 

The use of the curves, Plates 105 and 112, can best be understood 
by first explaining their construction. In the first place, under 
natural conditions, that is, without any control at the outlets, each 
lake stage corresponds to a known rate of outflow (Plates 83 and 110), 
and if the net rate of inflow during any ten day period equals the rate 
of outflow during the same period then the Lake will neither rise nor 
fall. 

The curves on Plates 105 and 112, designated ''Constant Lake 
Stage", represent, for any given lake stage, the mean rate of inflow 
which must prevail for the succeeding ten days in order that no rise 
or fall in lake stage shall occur. By way of illustrating the appUca- 
tion of the curves of Plate 112, suppose that at the beginning of a ten 
day period the Lake of the Woods has an elevation of 1060.00, and 
that a rise of one-tenth foot occurs during the succeeding ten days. 
Assuming a uniform rate of rise, the mean stage during such ten day 
period would be 1060.05. Now, the rate of natural outflow cor- 
responding to a lake stage of 1060.05 is 29,860 c. f. s., and a rise of 
•10 foot on the Lake of the Woods in ten days is equivalent to a rate 
of flow of 4,792 c. f. s., consequentiy the rate of inflow required to 
raise the Lake one-tenth foot in ten days is 29,860 plus 4,792 or 
34,652 c.f .s. We have thus obtained one point for a curve to be used 
for representing a rise of one-tenth foot in the stage of the Lake of 
the Woods. Proceeding in a similar manner, a sufficient number of 
points were computed to permit the construction of the several 
curves of Plate 112, which represent the various changes in stage 
occurring during ten day periods and extend over a range of levels 
on Lake of the Woods from 1051.00 to 1063.00. 
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Because of the fact that, m a state of nature. Shoal Lake, with an 
area of 107 square miles, or 7.2 per cent of the total area of the Lake 
of the Woods and Shoal Lake, did not dram to as low a stage as 
Lake of the Woods, the lake area usable in computing storage on 
the Lake of the Woods varies. On the basis of the best available 
information respecting the natural condition of Ash Rapids, at the 
outlet of Shoal Lake, it was assumed that when the level of the Lake 
of the Woods fell below a stage of 1055, sea-level datum, water 
drained from Shoal Lake into the Lake of the Woods; and that 
above 1057 the two lakes rose and fell together, the change from one 
condition to the other occurring gradually.* 

The use of these curves of Plate 112 in computing natural lake 
levels may be illustrated as follows: Assume that the level of the 
Lake of the Woods at the beginning of a ten day period is 1058, and 
that the inflow during the next ten days averaged 40,000 c. f. s. 
According to the curves of Plate 112 these conditions would result 
in a rise in stage of .4 foot in ten days, making the stage at the end 
of the period 1058.4. Again, assimie that during the second ten 
days the rate of inflow is only 30,000 c. f. s. For this condition the 
curves give a rise in stage of 0.17 foot, thus making the stage at the 
beginning of the third ten day period 1058.57. 

In these computations the months have been divided into three 
periods, of which the first two are each ten days in length, conse- 
quently the last period in each month consists of either 8, 9, 10 or 
11 days. The rise or fall for such periods has simply been taken as 
.8, .9, 1.0 or 1.1 times the values taken off the curve for a ten day 
period. 

The curves for Rainy Lake, Plate 106, are similar in construc- 
tion, and identical in application, the only difference being that a 
uniform lake area of 345 square miles, for Rainy Lake, has been used 
in the construction of the curves. 

It is appreciated, of coiLrse, that considerable ground storage 
capacity exists around the southerly shore of the Lake of the Woods 
and around portions of Rainy Lake. However, fluctuations in lake 
stage in a state of nature are sufficiently similar to fluctuations in a 
state of control to permit disregarding ground storage in these com- 
putations. 

Owing to the fact that the level and outflow from Rainy Lake 
have been imder control since March, 1909, and from Lake Namakan 
since March, 1914, it is necessary to compute what the natural outflow 
from these lakes would have been, subsequent to these dates, in order 
that the natural inflow into the Lake of the Woods during the years 
1909 to 1915 may be obtained, and the natural level computed. 

The natural inflow, and consequently also the natural level and 
outflow from Lake Namakan for 1914 and 1915, are obtained from 

*Uiid<r <€rtyn eonditlooM tb» diriOtton of flow Is rwcned. 
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the relation existing in 1912 and 1913 between natural inflow into 
Namakan and the natural inflow into Rainy Lake from the remainder 
of the watershed. Previous to 1914 the inflow into Rainy Lake was 
practically uncontrolled, consequently, using the computations for 
Namakan in 1914 and 1915, it is possible to compute the natural in- 
flow into Rainy Lake up to the end of 1915. The computed natural 
level of Rainy Lake is obtained by the use of the natural inflow and 
the curves of Plate 105, as explained previously for the Lake of the 
Woods. The natural outflow is then obtained from the average level 
and the rating table, Table 98. 

The computed natural outflow from Rainy Lake is then com- 
bined with the runoff from the remainder of the watershed tributary 
to Lake of the Woods, as ascertained by subtracting the observed 
outflow from Rainy Lake from the observed inflow into the Lake of 
the Woods. The natural inflow into the Lake of the Woods between 
March, 1909, and December 31st, 1915, is thus obtained and the 
natural level of Lake of the Woods for this period can then be com- 
puted in the manner previously explained. 

The computed natxiral levels, together with the actual observed 
levels on Lake of the Woods, from 1893 to 1915, are shown on Plates 
114 to 124A. 

The natural levels of the Lake of the Woods, as derived by 
computation, receive confirmatory support from physical evidences 
of levels which prevailed before the construction of controlling works 
at the outlets, and from the testimony of persons, in both coimtries, 
who were familiar with the Lake of the Woods, even prior to 1887. 
The report of Special Agent A. F. Naff (see Appendix), made in 
December, 1895, and testimony taken at the Preliminary Lake of 
the Woods Hearings in September, 1912, both indicate that the 
levels which have prevailed during the past twenty-eight years are 
substantially above the levels which would have prevailed had no 
control been exercised. 

Perhaps the best physical features which remain as evidence of 
prevailing natural levels on the Lake of the Woods are the winding 
channels still foimd in the estuary-like mouths of the streams running 
into the Lake. One of the best examples of such stieams is Warroad 
River. (See Sheet No. 10 of Atlas.) The drainage area, tributary 
to this stream, is about 250 square miles. The ordinary spring flood- 
flow from this area is probably about 1500 c. f. s. The original 
channel of Warroad River, as indicated by soundings, is about 50 to 75 
feet wide and 7 feet deep near its mouth. This cross-section would 
require a mean velocity of about 3 feet per second in order to carry 
the ordinary flood flow within its banks. At the lake stages which 
have prevailed during the past twenty-five years, at least, the lower 
reach of Warroad River has been a bay with almost no perceptible 
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The Devils Gap Near Kenora 



Lower Ash Rapids— Outlet of Shoal Lake 



Upper Ash Rapids-Outlet of Shoal Lake 
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current. The winding channel of this River could not possibly have 
been cut and maintained under present prevailing lake stages. Under 
natural conditions, however, the level which prevailed in spring must 
have been suflSciently low to permit the maintenance of a good 
current in the River, and thus to keep the channel open, except for 
such silting at the mouth as would take place later in the season when 
the low water flow became very small or at times when the lake level 
being high would itself retard the flow. 

In order, graphically, to summarize the data and computations 
relating to the levels of Lake of the Woods, the '* Frequency Curves 
showing Actual Controlled Levels and Outflow, and Computed 
Natural Levels and Outflow," Plate 125, have been prepared. The 
curves are based on the records of the 23 years from 1893 to 1915, 
inclusive, and are believed to be fairly representative of the general 
meteorological phenomena appertaining to the watershed — although 
not necessarily representative of all extremes falling outside the 
sphere of our study. 

It will be noted from the curve of Plate 125 that the level of the 
Lake of the Woods during this 23-year period was for 50 per cent of 
the time above a stage of 1060.00; and that the corresponding level 
which, according to our computations, would have prevailed if no 
control of the outflow from the Lake had been exercised, is 1056.60 — a 
difference of 3.40 feet. 

The average controlled level during the period under discussion 
is 1059.75, and the average computed natural level is 1056.71 — a 
difference of 3.04 feet. 

The curves of Plate 125 show further, that the extreme high 
actual mean monthly level is 1062.27, as contrasted with a computed 
high natural mean monthly level of 1061.02 — a difference of 1.25 feet. 

The lowest actual mean monthly level between 1893 and 1915 
is 1056.64; whereas the lowest computed natural level is 1052.95 — a 
difference of 3.69 feet. 

For 10 per cent of the time in a state of nature the Lake rose 
above the stage of 1059.10; and for 5 per cent of the time the stage 
was above 1059.90, or practically above 1060.00. 

A level of 1060 prevailing 5 per cent, or one-twentieth of the time, 
would be equivalent to about half a month for each year, or one 
month for every two years, or two and one-half months in five years. 
Between January 1st, 1893, and December 31st, 1915, there are 276 
months, and during this period, by actual count, the monthly mean 
computed natural level for the Lake of the Woods exceeded the stage 
of 1060 during eleven months. These eleven months consist of three 
nearly equal periods of about three months each during the summers 
of 1896, 1897, 1899, and for about two months during the exceptional 
winter of 1900-1901. 
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Since the winter of 1900-1901 a natural level of 1060, according 
to our computations, would not have been exceeded, consequently a 
stage of 1060 can hardly be considered as any frequently recurring 
natural phenomenon. 

A level of 1059, under natural conditions, would have been ex- 
ceeded for periods totalling nearly two and one-half years out of the 
twenty-three. These periods consist of over six months in 1897, and 
from two to seven months during each of the years 1896, 1899, 1900, 
1901, and 1905. 

The stage 1058 would have been exceeded fourteen times, or an * 
aggregate of a little more than five years out of the twenty-three. 

The curves of actual outflow on Plate 125 show the inevitable 
concomitant of controlled levels, namely, greatly fluctuating dis- 
charge. The outflow under actual control reached both higher and 
lower values than would have been reached from 1893 to 1915, under 
natural conditions. The natural outflow, as a matter of fact, would 
have been much more advantageous for water power developments 
on the Winnipeg River below the outlets of the Lake than was the 
outflow as actually controlled. It would also have been more favor- 
able to the water powers at the outlets, if a larger portion of the total 
outflow from the Lake had normally been utilized, and if the smaller 
controlled outflow during low water periods had not been more than 
compensated for by the increased head resulting from a higher than 
natural lake level. 
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SUNfMARY OF MONTHLY MEAN LAKE LEVELS 

LAKE OF THE WOODS 
(1808 to 1918) 



Actual Cohtbollsd Levels 


Computed Natubal Levels 
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Average Actual ControUed Lake Level^l060.78 


Average Computed Natural Lake Levefc»1066.71 
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RUNOFF FROM UPPER RAINY WATERSHED, 1905 TO DATE 

The available continuous records of water levels in Rainy Lake 
and records of outflow from the Lake, are limited to the period«from 
August, 1911, to date. It is possible, however, on the basis of vari- 
ous, more or less fragmentary and incomplete data, gathered for 
earlier years to extend these records of lake stage and outflow, and 
thereby to secure substantially correct values of runoff for the period 
from October, 1906, to date. 

The following records of lake stages, records of water levels above 
and below Koochiching Falls, records of head water and of tail water 
levels, discharge measurements, and records of flow through the 
power plant at Fort Frances and International FaUs, are available: — 

1. Records of H. I. Mortimer and S. Hazlevood, Engineers associated with the early 
8urve3rs for the Canadian Pacific Railway Company: 

Determination of ftiU of 23^ 4^^ at Koochiching Fidls in autumn of 1874. 
Determination of fall of 13^^ at upper rapids at outlet of Lake, and 11^^ at lower 

rapids, in autumn of 1874. 
Determination of fall of 12^"" at rapids at outlet of Lake and W^ at lower rapids 

taken as far as can be determined, in the summer of 1875. 

2. Record of L. A. Ogaard, County Surveyor, International Falls, Minn: 

Determination of total fall of 2 feet at rapids at outlet of Lake in spring of 18d5 
and soundings on cross section of channel above Falls. 

3. Records of J. T. and R. B. Fanning, Engineers for the Minnesota & Ontario Power 
Company: 

Float measurement of discharge of Rainy River at Fort Frances and International 

Falls, made September 5th, 1900, giving 3431 c. f . s. 
Determination of hW between Rainy Lake and the River below Pithers Rapids 
by wye level on September 9th, 1900, giving .41 foot fall at the upper rapids and 
.66 foot fall at the lower rapids. 
Water levels observed near the head of the Canadian navigation canal as follows: 
September 3rd, at 4:48 p. m., water level 486.718 
September 4th, at 1:30 p. m., water level 486.772 
September 11th, at 2:00 p. m., water level 487.507 

4. Records of E. B. Banks, Engineer for the Minnesota Canal A Power Company: 

Profile showing water-ways connecting Birch Lake in Lake County, Minnesota, 
with the Lake of the Woods, dated July 1904, on which are given the following 
elevations relating to Rainy Lake and Rainy River: 

Extreme high water in Lake 496.44 

Ordinary high water in Lake 494.44 

Extreme low water in Lake 489.00 
Water levels observed at time of survey: 

In Rainy Lake 492.60 

Below Upper Rapids 491.60 

Below Lower Rapids 490.70 

Above Falls 490.60 

Below Falls 467.20 

IM 
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5. Records of the Ontario Hydro-Electric Power Gommission: 

Water levels above Koochiching Falls, observed at Fort Frances, Ontario, from 

October, 1905, to October, 1906. Table 38. Plate 87. 
Discharge measurements of Rainy River at old meter section below Koochiching 

Falls, on October 25th, 1905, April 1st, 1906, and September 27th, 1910. 

Table 61. 

6. Records of the Canadian Northern Railway Company: 

Water levels observed in Rainy Lake as follows— 

February 1909, 1099.60 Sea-level Datum or 487.99 Public Works Datum 
January 1910, 1108.11 Sea-level Datum or 496.50 Public Works Datum 
February 1913, 1105.13 Sea-level Datum or 493.52 Public Works Datum 

7. Records of Minnesota & Ontario Power Company: 

Water levels above and below Koochiching Falls, and, at later date, above and 
below the Company's power plant, observed at International Falls and Fort 
Frances, from March, 1907, to date, and occasional Lake levels observed at 
Ranier, Minnesota, during 1908, 1910, and 1911. Table 36. Plates 88 to 97. 

Discharge measurements of Rainy River below Koochiching Falls, June 14, 1904, 
September 21, 1908, and October 10, 1908. Table 61. 

Monthly estimates of discharge, power, water wasted, etc, at the Company's 
power plant, from September, 1910, to date. Table 90. 

8. Records of United States Geological Survey: 

Water levels at U. S. Dock, observed at International Falls, Minnesota, from 

April, 1911, to August, 1914. Table 37. 
Discharge measurements, Rainy River, at International Falls, Minnesota, between 

September, 1909, and August, 1912. Table 61. 

9. Records of Department of Public Works, Canada: 

Water levels in Rainy Lake observed at Ranier, Minnesota, from August, 1911, 

to date. Table 31. Plates 90 to 92. 
Water levels above and below the Minnesota & Ontario Power Company's plant, 

observed at Fort Frances, Ontario, from August, 1911, to date. Tables 33 and 

34. Plates 90 to 92 and 95 to 97. 
Water levels at U. S. Dock, observed at International Falls, Minnesota, from 

August, 1911, to date. Table 35. Plates 95 to 97. 
Discharge measurements. Rainy River at Fort Frances and International Falls, 

from May, 1911, to date. Table 61. 
Records of daily discharge based on discharge measurements, power output of the 

Minnesota & Ontario Power Company's plant, gate openings, head, etc., from 

August, 1911, to date. Table 75. 

10. Records of Manitoba Hydrographic Survey: 

Discharge measurements of Rainy River at Fort Frances and International Falls, 
between August, 1912, and January, 1913. Table 61. 

11. Records of International Joint Commission: 

Discharge measurements of Rainy River at International Falls and Fort Frances 
during 1913. Table 61. 

Practically continuous readings of water levels in the Rainy 
River below Koochiching Falls, at the site of the present dam and 
power plants at International Falls and Fort Frances, a general plan 
of which is shown on Plate 84, followed by readings of the tail water 
gauge at the plant, are available from March 1st, 1907, to date. If 
a constant relationship existed, at this point, between stage and dis- 
charge, accurate records of outflow would become available upon 
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rating the tail water gauge. The river bottom at this point is per- 
fectly stable, and the channel is not subject to shifts, but the lodging 
of ice on the Manitou Rapids and the flood flows from the Little Fork' 
and the Big Fork Rivers, however, produce considerable backwater 
below the power plant for months at a time, so as to completely 
nullify the normal relationship between stage and discharge. 

This normal relationship between water level in the Rainy River 
at the U. S. Dock in International Falls, and discharge of the stream, 
is shown graphically on Plate 85. All available measurements which 
have been made of the discharge of the Rainy River at International 
Falls and Fort Frances, and upon which this rating curve of discharge 
is based, are assembled in Table 61 . When plotted, the measurements 
which were made when backwater prevailed lie considerably above the 
discharge curve shown on Plate 85, and, besides, the mean velocity at 
the time of such measurements was considerably less than the normal 
velocity at the given stage. This curve of Plate 85 may be used to 
determine discharge from observed tail water levels whenever the 
River is free from backwater. 

From October 25th, 1905, to October, 28th, 1906, and from March 
Ist, 1907, to March 10th, 1909, when control began to be exercised, at 
the power plant, over the flow of the River, readings were taken of a 
gauge located above the Falls. From October 28, 1906, to March 1, 
1907, the water levels for ''Abot-e the Falls'* were taken from an 
estimated smooth curve shown on the graphs. After determining 
the relationship between water level above the Falls and discharge, 
as shown on Plate 83, values of daily discharge were derived from this 
relationship for the above mentioned period. In deducing such a 
curve of relationship for all stages, however, considerable difficulty 
was experienced because the available data, if accepted at their face 
value, indicated changes at the Falls prior to 1907, which affected the 
discharge capacity of the channel at that point, particularly at low 
water. 

The "Above Falls" rating curve, adopted for the period covered 
by the "Above Falls" readings from October, 1905, to July, 1906, is 
based, principally, on the discharge measurement and the water level 
above the Falls, obtained by Messrs. J. T. and R. B. Fanning, during 
the extreme low water of September 5th, 1900, and similar data 
obtained by Mr. H. G. Acres for the Ontario Hydro-Electric Power 
Commission on October 25th, 1905, and April 1st, 1906, at stages 
above the Falls of 491.75 and 488.5, respectively. 

For obtaining discharge values during the fall and winter of 
1906-1907 and to October, 1908, the 1906-1908 portion of the rating 
curve was adopted. This curve is based on a large niunber of con- 
sistent gauge readings, three discharge measurements made by the 
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Miimesota & Ontario Power Company, and the open water rating of 
the lower gauge. Apparently the discharge capacity of the channel 
above the Falls had increased prior to March, 1907, when the Minne- 
sota & Ontario Power Company began its readings. 

During the winter of 1908-1909 further changes in discharge 
capacity seem to have been made. Conditions at this time are repre- 
sented by the broken line curve marked *' 1908-1909." 

The daily discharge of the Rainy River at International Falls and 
Fort Frances, between October 25th, 1905, and March 10th, 1909, is, 
then, determined from the several ratings of the *' Above Falls" gauge, 
as indicated above. 

In analyzing the available records of stage and discharge and in 
making computations intended to verify, disprove, or co-ordinate the 
various available records, and to establish the rating curves of PJate 
83, extensive use was made of the hydrographic map of Pither's 
Rapids, Plate 77, based on data furnished by the Department of 
Public Works, Canada, of the map of Koochiching Falls in a state of 
nature, Plate 76, compiled from various sources as indicated, and of 
the cross sections of the channel shown on Plates 78 and 79. 

The photographs of Koochiching Falls in a state of nature and 
during the construction of the Power Dam, shown on Plates MM, NN, 
00, PP, and QQ, together with a large number of unpublished photo- 
graphs were also of great assistance. 

Although the data upon which these curves of Plate 83 are based 
are not as complete as might be desired, our conclusions are believed 
to be well founded, and the probable error involved can not be of 
sufficient magnitude to substantially change any conclusions arrived 
at with respect to run-oflf from the Upper Rainy watershed. 

The daily discharge for the Rainy River is given in Table 75, and 
in order to show the extent to which backwater occurs at this portion 
of the Rainy River, the tail water level at the U. S. gauge, correspond- 
ing to the daily discharge, is plotted on the graphs of observed tail 
water levels beginning March 1st, 1907. The rise in tail water, of 
about 2 feet, on December 1st, 1908, due to ice formation as the 
result of a sudden drop in temperatiu*e, is particularly noticeable. 
This amount of backwater prevailed with little change, throughout 
the winter, in fact until it was replaced by backwater due to flood 
flows from the tributaries of the Lower Rainy during the spring 
break-up. 

It appears from the graphs and the following table, that the 
Rainy River at International FaUs and Fort Frances is subject to 
the equivalent of a little more than 2 feet of backwater for six months 
of the year. 
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Backwater in Rainy River at Lower Gauge— International Falls and Fort Frances 
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The curve of Plate 83, showing relation between water level in 
Rainy Lake and outflow from the Lake, is even less well defined than 
the curve showing the relation between water level above the Falls, 
and discharge. We believe, however, that this curve is fairly con- 
sistent with the data which have been available. 

The earliest records, which we have been able to find, of fall 
between Rainy Lake and the pool above Koochiching Falls are those 
obtained from various statements respecting early surveys made in 
connection with proposed routes for the Canadian Pacific Railway. 
It appears that in the fall of 1874, Mr. H. I. Mortimer, a civil engineer, 
associated with the early survey work of this railway, while examin- 
ing part of the Dawson route, determined the fall at the upper rapids 
at the outlet of Rainy Lake to be 1 foot 1 inch, and the fall at the 
lower rapids to be 11 inches. He abo determined the fall at Koochi- 
ching FaUs to be 23 feet 4 inches. Mortimer's statements dealing 
with this matter, under date of January 28th, 1875, are as follows: 

''This portage" (around Koochiching Falls at Fort Frances, Ontario) '*is on the 
Rainy River; the length is 470 feet, the difference in line of tlie waters 23 feet 4 inches. 

"Five miles * above Fort Frances, at the entrance of Rainy Lake, are two rapids, 
the lower of 11-inch fall, the upper of 1 foot 1 inch. The Rainy Lake steamer does 
not run below these rapids, freight and passengers being carried in boats, which are 
hauled up into the lake and then transferred to the steamer. Mr. Fowler, of the Fort 
Frances saw mill, informed me that he intended extending his dam further across 
the falls this winter; this, with a double boom from this Island to a pier in the river, 
would so contract the water discharge as to raise Rainy River to the level of Rainy 
Lake, or sufficiently to allow the passage of the steamer from Fort Frances to Kettle 
Falls; this distance is called forty-five miles." 

With respect to the contemplated improvement of navigation 
through the extension of the existing **dam'' at Fort Frances, Morti- 
mer wrote on July 1st, 1875, as follows: 

''A contract was given . . . last winter to construct certain crib work in the 
channel of the river immediately above the falls. So much of the work has been 

• Ons li sorpriMd to find "Fire mfl«" giv«n as tbe dJstttooe from Fort Franoes to tha Raplda at tha 
outltt of Rainy Laks, partloulariy in vlaw of the fut that IfortJmar'i othar itatamflnti as to taogth of por^ 
tagsa ara aoouiita. (Consaltlng Bnginaen.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



lAKE OF THE WOODS INVESTIQATION 198 

completed as to produce the desired effect and the steamer now runs up and down 
the rapids at the outlet of Rainy Lake." 

Further iiiformation relating to this subject is contained in the 
correspondence of Mr. S. Hazlewood, apparently an engineer in 
charge of work being performed under the direction of Mr. Mortimer 
under date of August 28thy 1875. 

''It will be observed that the course of a vessel making for the mouth of the 
canal will be in comparatively still water. 

"The difference of level between the surface of water at the' head of the proposed 
Locks, and the surface of water at the foot thereof is 23 feet 4 inches, and the difference 
of level between the surface of water in Rainy Lake, and the foot of the proposed 
Locks, is 25 feet 6 inches, there being a faH of 2 feet 2 inches between Rainy Lake, 
and the head of the proposed Canal. This fall occurs in three places in Rainy River, 
the first is at the outlet of the Lake, where there is a fall of 12 inches. 

"About } of a mile below this there is a fall of 10 inches, the remaining 4 inches 
is due to the fall in the River, to the head of the Locks, a distance of about two mUes. 

"The fall at the outlet of the Lake is divided into two channels by an Island, 
that on the West or Canadian side of the island being the route for canoes, and the 
channel on the East side of the island, is the main or steam-boat channel. 

"The fall here consists simply of swift water, and should offer no impediment 
to the navigation of the River at all stages of the water, provided steamers of proper 
construction for such work were employed. 

"The second rapid } of a mile down from the outlet of the Lake is navigable 
during high and ordinary water, but during the period of low water from about 1st of 
August to the close of the season, the navigation is somewhat obstructed by the presence 
of boulders, which can easily be removed during the winter season." 

The essence of the information furnished by these engineers is 
that the fall at the outlet of Rainy Lake, determined by Mortimer in 
1874; was 2 feet, consisting of 13 inches at the Upper Rapids and 11 
inches at the Lower Rapids; that the fall at the outlet, determined 
by Hazlewood in 1875, was 1 foot 10 inches, consisting of 12 inches 
at the Upper Rapids and 10 inches at the Lower Rapids, in addition 
to the fall of 4 inches in the river between the Lake and the pool 
above the main Falls. 

The bench mark to which these observations were referred has 
been lost, and consequently the lake level prevailing at that time 
is not known in terms either of Public Works or Sea-level Datum. 
The fall at Koochiching Falls as recorded by Hazlewood in October, 
1875, is 23.92 feet, and was measured after the extension of the crib 
work or ''dam'' at Fort Frances, which is supposed to have made 
the river navigable at Pithers Rapids. We are inclined to believe, 
however, that the construction of the crib work at the saw mills did 
not materially affect the natural outflow capacity of the Lake, or 
the fall between the Lake and the Falls. 

The next record of fall between Rainy Lake and the pool above 
Koochiching Falls, which we have been able to obtain, is that made 
by Mr. L. A. Ogaard, County Surveyor, International Falls, Minn., 
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in the early spring of 1895, giving an even 2 feet of total fall through 
the two rapids at the outlet of the Lake, in low water. Mr. Ogaard 
has stated that he has a definite recollection of making the measure- 
ment with a wye level and that the fall was an even two feet. 

On September 9th, during the low water of 1900, Messrs J. T. 
and R. B. Fanning determined a fall of 1.07 feet through the rapids 
at the outlet of the Lake, consisting of .41 foot at the upper rapids 
and .66 foot at the lower rapids. Mr. R. B. Fanning has stated that 
a good wye level was used in determining this fall. 

The next record of fall at the outlet of the Lake is that of 1.8 
feet, given on the profile of Mr. E. B. Banks, engineer for the Minne- 
sota Canal & Power Company, dated July 1904. The stage at which 
Mr. Banks made his measurement appears to have corresponded to 
a discharge of about 12,000 c. f. s. 

Further observations of fall have been secured from the records 
of the Minnesota & Ontario Power Company. Readings taken by 
Mr. H. C. Ash, one of the Company's engineers, on the gauge above 
the Falls, and on the gauge in the Lake, give a total fall between the 
Lake and the pool above the Falls, on September 21st, 1908, of 1.7 
feet at a measured rate of discharge of 12,170 c. f. s. Readings 
taken by Mr. Ash on October 10th, 1908, give a fall of 1.5 feet be- 
tween the Lake and the pool above the Falls at a measiu*ed discharge 
of 11,270 c. f. s. In plotting these values of fall on Plate 83, the 
mean discharge taken off the ciur^e for the given water level above the 
Falls has been used. 

The only additional record of a measurement of fall made pre- 
vious to the time at which control commenced at the power plant, 
consists of a lake level of 488.0, determined by the Canadian North- 
ern Railway in February, 1909, and an average stage above the 
Falls for the same month, according to the records of the Minnesota 
& Ontario Power Company, of about 486.4, giving a fall of 1.6 feet 
between the Lake and the Falls at a low water stage of about 4000 
c. f . 8. 

It might also be noted that on Page 172 of the Report on Geo- 
logical and Natural History Survey of Minnesota, Volume 4, 1896- 
1898, the fall from Rainy Lake to below the second rapids, at the 
outlet of the Lake, is given as 3 feet, and the fall in the river between 
the Lake and the head of Koochiching Falls is given as 1 foot. The 
fall at Koochiching Falls itself is given as 23 feet, with a footnote as 
follows: 

" By leveling by L. A. Ogaard for the Koochiching Company this fall was found 
to be 21 feet in high water and 24) feet in low water." 

Liasmuch as no stage is recorded for the Lake, and the fall is 
given merely in even feet, this record may be considered as merely 
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confirming, in a general way, other evidence indicating considerable 
fall between the Lake and the head of Koochiching Falls in a state 
of nature. The record of Fanning, which was taken at an unusually 
low stage, is the single record indicating only about 1 foot of fall at 
the rapids at the outlet of the Lake, in low water, and if accepted as 
correct, indicates either a marked low water control section at the 
crest of the Falls, or a reduction in the discharge capacity of the chan- 
nel at the Falls, between 1895 and 1900. 

Since, however, the lower portions of these curves of Plate 83 
are not used in determining outflow, it follows that the uncertainties 
involved are of no consequence in that respect. They are, however, 
of importance in connection with the determination of low lake 
stages in a state of natiure, and to some extent also in the determina- 
tion of high lake stages under natural conditions. 

Before discussing the method used in ascertaining discharge for 
the period between March 10th, 1909, and August 14th, 1911, when 
the Department of Public Works, Canada, began making estimates 
of flow through the power plants at Fort Frances and Lxtemational 
Falls on the basis of gauge heights, power output, gate openings, etc., 
it is necessary to explain the curves of Plate 86. These curves are 
based upon records of discharge and records of water levels observed 
in Rainy Lake, and in the pool above the dam, during the period 
from August, 1911, to date. While the available data are to a cer- 
tain extent conflicting, it is believed that the relationship between 
stage, faU, and discharge given by these curves is substantially 
correct, more particularly between the limits of the portions of the 
curves which have been employed in this report. 

The use of these curves of Plate 86 may be illustrated as follows, — 
Assume an elevation of 490 for the water surface in the pool above 
the dam, and an elevation of 490.6 for the water surface in Rainy 
Lake. Entering the curves with an elevation of 490 at the dam and 
a fall of .6 foot from Lake to dam, the curves give a dischai^e of 4250 
c. f. s. On the other hand, assume a dischai^e of 10,000 c. f. s. at a 
stage of 491.5 above the Falls, and a fall of 1.2 feet is obtained be- 
tween the Lake and the dam. The rapidly increasing fall for increas- 
ing rate of discharge at low lake stages is at once apparent. 

These curves of controlled outflow, stage and fall have been used, 
mainly I in computing levels for Rainy Lake between March, 1909, 
and August 14th, 1911, i. e., the period extending from the com- 
mencement of control at the Falls to the date after which observed 
Lake levels are available. The curves have also been of considerable 
assistance in determining outflow from Rainy Lake for the same 
period. 

98896—17 14 



Digitized by 



Google 



196 &BPOBt of COieSTTLtlKG BKQlltEEttd 

The notes relating to construction operations at the dam during 
1909, and having a bearing upon the outflow from the Lake during 
this period, are given at the end of Table 75. 

An inspection of the graphs of water levels, Rainy River, Plates 
89 and 94, indicates that on March 17th, 1909, the tail water level 
suddenly rose .8 foot, while the head water level fell 1.25 feet, and 
that on April 13 th of the same year the tail water level fell 1.1 feet 
and the head water level rose .66 foot. Evidently such sudden and 
large changes in levels could have been produced only by great 
changes in the discharge capacity of the channel at the Falls. The 
sudden drop in head water level on March 17th was accompanied by 
a rise in tail water level, representing an increased discharge of about 
1 200 c. f . s. on the open water rating curve. Because of the existence 
of considerable backwater, however, the actual increase in discharge 
was considerably greater than the increase represented by the rise 
in water level at the gauge. According to the stage, fall, and dis- 
charge curves, Plate 86, this increase in discharge between March 
16th and 19th amounted to about 1600 c. f. s., which is the value 
adopted, and which corresponds to the rise shown in the line of mean 
tail water level at the U. S. gauge, corrected for backwater. 

According to notes obtained from records of the Minnesota and 
Ontario Power Company, the waste gates were closed on May 6th, 
1909, in order to hold the water. In view of the fact that the records 
of the upper gauge show no appreciable rise in head water from May 
6th to May 7th, there can have been no great difference between 
water level at the upper gauge and the water level in the Lake, before 
the closing of the gates. This substantiates our conclusion, as indi- 
cated by the computed lake level line on the graph of observed water 
levels for 1909. With a closing of the waste gates, the discharge 
from May 6th to 29th must have been reduced to leakage, which we 
have assumed as amounting to 300 c. f. s. 

Meteorological records indicate that the sudden and large rise 
in tail water level during May was entirely due to floods on the Little 
Fork and the Big Fork Rivers. The Minnesota & Ontario Power 
Company records indicate that on May 27th and 28th the log sluice 
and the waste gates were again opened, consequently there. would 
be a large increase in discharge at this time, as indicated by the 
observed tail water levels. Corrections for backwater due to heavy 
discharge from the Little Fork and the Big Fork Rivers, were made 
in August, October, and November, 1909. Two meter measurements 
made during this year also check the Une of mean tail water level 
adopted. 

The discharge between December, 1909, and March, 1910, is based 
principally upon the lowest observed tail water level on March 23rd, 
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Courtesy of Mr. C. J. Rockwood 

Canadian Canal Excavation at Fort Frances Prior to Construction 

OF Power Dam 



Sluice Gates at Head of Canadian Canal-Fort Frances— 1913 
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1910. Meteorological data indicate that on this date backwater, 
due to ice, had just subsided, and backwater, due to floods on the 
tributaries of the Lower Rainy, had not yet appeared. Assuming, 
then, that the gauge height on March 23rd, 1910 (when reduced by 
.2 foot for the average fall between the lower Minnesota & Ontario 
Power Company's gauge and the gauge on the U. S. Dock), correctly 
represented the discharge on that date, the discharge during the 
winter is based upon the fact that no change in the waste gates at 
the dam is recorded, and that, consequently, the discharge would 
vary during the winter approximately as the square root of the head 
on the gate openings. Extending this hne backward to December 
6th, we find it intersecting the line of observed tail water levels at 
the time when a large drop in temperature occurred, and backwater, 
due to ice, similar to that which prevailed in December, 1908, would 
again be expected. 

The discharge between March 23rd and November 20th, 1910, 
is based upon the open water rating of the tail water gauge and several 
discharge measurements, together with meteorological data indicating 
flood flows in the latter part of March and in AprU, 1910, from the 
little Fork and the Big Fork Rivers. 

Beginning in September, 1910, the Minnesota & Ontario Power 
Company commenced making estimates of the amount of water 
discharged at the dam, on the basis of power output, head, gate 
openings, etc. If these estimates of discharge during September *and 
October, 1910, and May, July, August and September, 1911, — being 
months during which the river was free from backwater — are com- 
pared with the average discharges for these same months as deter- 
mined by means of the open rating curve, we find that the mean of 
the latter is 118% of the mean discharge computed by the Alinnesota 
& Ontario Power Company. Assuming that this same relation holds 
during the winter months of November, 1910, to April, 1911, the 
monthly mean discharge is then ascertainable from the Minnesota & 
Ontario Power Company's estimates, by multiplying them by 1.18. 
This has been done and from the monthly mean discharge values, 
the corresponding monthly mean tail water stages have been obtained. 
From these, in turn, have been deduced estimates of monthly average 
backwater, extending over the period from November, 1910, to April 
1911. 

The detailed data relating to this estimate of backwater during 
the winter of 1910 to 1911 are given in the following table: 
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DATA RELATING TO ESTIMATE OP BACKWATER-BRAINY RIVER AT INTERNATIONAL PALLS 
AND FORT FRANCES-WINTER OP 1910-191 1 





Monthly 
Mean Tall 

Walar* 
U. 8. Dock 


Dtocharss o. f. ■. 


RAtiAir«L 


118% 0* 
Power 
House 


hS^ 

U.S. Dock 




Date 


Meter 
Bectlosi 


Power 
Hoose 


Sec to 
Power 
Home 


Backwater 
Ftet 


Sept. 1010 


40Z2S 
40ZO 

m.» 

463.04 

40Z17 
463101 
462:13 
461.43 

46Z06 


6090 
5430 


4313 
4775 
4938 

3598 

3385 
1976 
3158 
3047 

3836 


L19 
L14 








OeLlOlO 








Nov, 1910 . . . 


5830 
4330 

3800 
3830 
3540 
3430 


46Z81 
46L69 

46a 38 
489.67 
450.93 
40.n 


>0l48 


Deo. 1910 






> 1.45 


Tmi. 1911.. 






SL95 


Ttob. 1911 






S3L84 


Mar. 1911 






«3.31 


Apr. 1911 






«L66 


May 1911 . 


4785 


L36 




June 1911 » 








July 1911 


461.61 
468.33 
463.00 


4130 
6450 
6100 


3375 
5687 
5355 


i.33 
L14 
L16 








Aug. 1911..!!!.'.. 








Sept. 1911 
















ATenun.... 








L18 























* These monthly means are obtained by subtracting 0.30 fn>m the M. it O. ▼alncs, in order to obtain 
level at U. 8. Dock. 

Since this portion of the report was completed a revised estimate of horsepower, discharge, waste, eto., 
has been received fh>m the M. & O. Power Company. This revised estimate gives values of disdiarge 
slightty hli^er than the orlgkud. See Table 90. 

1 Beginning with November 30th, 1.5 feet was used for backwater eflTect through November and 
December. 1.5 ft. for approximately one-third month equals average of 0.5 ft. as against .48 ft. above. 
U,& O. records from Nov. 20 to Dec. 31 were corrected for 1.5 ft. plus 0.2 ft., or 1.7 feet. 

< January M. & O. records were corrected for 2.00 ft plus 0.2 ft., or 2.2 feet. 

* February M. A O. records were corrected for 3.20 ft. plus 0.3 ft, or 3.4 feet. 

4 An estimated value of 460.00 for effective tail water at U. S. Dock is used between February 14th 
and 34th, also between March 7th and April 30th, 1911. 

* Not used in computations on account of backwater during month. 

Except for a short period of backwater in June, 1911, the discharge 
from May 1st to August 14th, 1911, is determined from the open 
water rating curve and from a number of discharge measurement's. 

From August 14th, 1911, to date, the daily discharge records 
employed by us have been furnished by the Department of Public 
Works, Canada, based on discharge measurements, power output 
of the Minnesota & Ontario Power Company's plant, gate openings, 
head, etc. 

Briefly, then, the table of daily discharge from October 25th, 
1905, to December 31st, 1914, has been compiled as follows: 

From October 25th, 1905, to March 10th, 1909, the discharges 
were obtained from the several rating curves shown on Plate 83 and 
the '^Above Falls" gauge heights given in Table 36. 

From March 10th, 1909, to August 14th, 1911, the discharges 
were obtained from the tail water rating curve shown on Plate 85 and 
the gauge heights given in Table 36, these being, where necessary, 
corrected for backwater as explained in detail in the foregoing pages. 
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From August 14th, 1911, to December Slst, 1915, the values are 
those furnished by the Department of Public Works, Canada. 

Having determined the runoff from the Upper Rainy watershed, 
in other words, having determined the inflow into Rainy Lake, as 
given in Table 76, it becomes possible to construct a mass curve 
of runoff, as will be explained later, from which the controlled out- 
flow under certain methods of regulation, and with certain amoimts 
of available storage, can be ascertained. This controlled outflow 
from Rainy Lake can then be combined, tentatively, with the runoff 
from the Lower Rainy watershed, and with the runoff from the water- 
shed of the Lake of the Woods, Proper, in order to derive the inflow 
into the Lake of the Woods under various methods of regulation of 
outflow from Rainy Lake. 
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RUNOFF FROM UPPER RAINY WATERSHED PRIOR TO 1905 

The available records of water levels, discharge measurements, 
and other hydrographic data, have made it possible to deduce, with 
a considerable degree of accuracy, the runoff from the Upper Rainy 
watershed, — i. e., the watershed of the Lake of the Woods tributary 
to the Rainy River, at International Falls and Fort Frances, — 
between November, 1905, and December, 1915. Similar data have 
made it possible to obtain equally satisfactory runoff data for the 
entire watershed tributary to the Lake of the Woods for the period 
from October, 1892, to date. 

In con?4idering any future regulation of the level of the Lake of 
the Woo<is, the probable future rates of inflow into that Lake must 
be considered rather than the rates of inflow which prevailed in a 
state of nature. The rates of inflow into the Lake of Uie Woods, for 
the greater portion of each year, depend largely upon the rates of 
outflow from Rainy Lake, inasmuch as over half of the total Lake of 
the Woods watershed is virtually controlled by Rauiy Lake. Out of 
the entire period of 23 years over which determinations of inflow into 
the Lake of the Wo<h1s extend, only 7 years cover a period of con- 
trolled outflow from Rainy Lake. The rates of outflow which have 
prevailed during the past seven years, however, will be considerably 
modified in the future, because, since the Canadian Paper Mill at 
Fort Frances was put into operation in 1914, a considerably larger 
quantity of water is required to operate the turbines on both sides of 
the river. In order to permit any studies to be made of the practi- 
cability and desirability of regulating the levels of the Lake of the 
Woods, estimates must be made of the probable rates of outflow 
from Rainy Lake which would have prevailed between 1892 and 
1916, imder such control of outflow as will probably be exercised at 
the outlet of Rainy Lake in the future. 

In making a study of the probable outflow from Rainy Lake 
under the conditions of control which may prevail in the future, it 
k neceesary, first of all, to apportion the observed runoff from the 
entire watershed tributary to the Lake of the Woods, between the 
Upper Rainy watershed and that below International Falls and Fort 
Frances. 

While such an apportionment involves the possibility of error, 
it is well to have in mind that whatever error may be made in such 
estimates of distribution of runoff, will be practically lost before the 
Lake of the Woods itself is reached, because of the equalizing influ- 
ence of the large storage capacity of Rainy Lake, and because of the 
fact that when the computed outflow from Rain^ Lake is re-^mbined 
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with the runoflf from the Lower Ramy watershed and the watershed of 
the Lake of the Woods, Proper, the sum total will again be equal to 
the observed inflow into the Lake of the Woods during the period over 
which estimates were made. The only error which is involved is 
that of the exact distribution of a certain given amount of runoff 
between the twelve months of the year. In other words, the error is 
not cumulative; the monthly values of total inflow into the Lake of 
the Woods remain as observed. 

The runoff from the Upper Rainy Watershed, between 1892 and 
1905, was computed on the basis of the analytical method described 
by Mr. Meyer in his recent paper on *' Computing Runoff from Rainfall 
and other Physical Data," published in the Proceedings of the Amer- 
ican Society of Civil Engineers, in March, 1915. Determinations of 
runoff have also been made from estimates of outflow from Rainy 
Lake for the years 1892 to 1905. These latter have been obtained by 
a largely graphical method, presented herewith on Plate 106, and 
based primarily upon the relationship existing between the observed 
outflow from this Lake during the period of years from 1905 to date, 
and the observed net inflow into the Lake of the Woods. 

Having determined the curve of outflow, Plate 106, the monthly 
mean lake levels corresponding to these monthly mean rates of out- 
flow are determined from the rating curve of outflow from Rainy Lake 
in a state of nature, and the curve of lake levels plotted. The lake 
level on the first of each month is then taken off from this curve, and 
the corresponding change in storage, representing either an increase 
in storage on the Lake or a draft on previous storage, added to or 
subtracted from the observed rates of outflow, to give the monthly 
runoff from the Upper Rainy watershed. These curves of runoff 
served primarily as a check, and, further, as a guide in determining 
the curve of natiiral outflow, i. e., the two operations were carried on 
virtually simultaneously. 

The values given by the two methods agree very well, and con- 
tribute assurance to the accuracy of the result. 

The curves of Plate 106 present the following information: 

1st. The estimated average monthly precipitation and monthly 
mean temperature for the three watershed subdivisions. 

2nd. The observed runoff from the entire Lake of the Woods 
watershed in inches depth on the watershed, per month. 

3rd. The outflow from Rainy Lake, reduced to the equivalent 
inflow into the Lake of the Woods, in inches depth over the entire 
watershed of the Lake of the Woods. 

4th. The monthly mean levels of Rainy Lake corresponding to 
the above monthly mean rates of outflow, according to the rating 
curve of outflow, Plate 83. 

6th. The monthly runoff from the Upper Rainy watershed 
reduced to its equivalent in inches depth over the entire watershed 
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of the Lake of the Woods, derived by combining outflow with storage, 
and plotted to the same scale as the curves of observed runoff from 
the entire Lake of the Woods watershed, and the curve of outflow 
from Rainy Lake, for the purpose of securing a ready graphical com- 
parison between these three curves. 

A study of the discharge of tho Little Fork and the Big Fork 
Rivers, which may be regarded as streams typical of the Lower Rainy 
watershed, and of most of the southern half of the watershed of the 
Lake of the Woods Proper, indicated that high discharge followed 
soon after heavy precipitation, and that during the winter season and 
during dry weather, the discharge of these streams fell to a relatively 
small value. Such fluctuations in dischai^e as these are to be 
expected when the character of these watersheds is considered. 

It will be observed as a striking fact, shown on Plate 106, that 
during the fall and winter months, almost all of the inflow into the 
Lake of the Woods represents outflow from Rainy Lake. During 
exceptionally dry seasons such as September and October, 1906, Octo- 
ber, 1908, July to November, inclusive, 1910, July and August, 1911, 
September, 1913, and August, 1914, that portion of the watershed of 
the Lake of the Woods below Rainy Lake did not furnish sufficient 
runoff to supply even the evaporation from the Lake area. It may 
be remarked that these dates are taken from the period subsequent 
to November, 1905, and for which period observed runoff values are 
available. 

The gradual and relatively similar variation in rates of outflow 
from Rainy Lake in a state of nature, for different years, is well 
illustrated by the curves of outflow for 1906, 1906, 1907, and 1908. 
These curves are used as a guide in drawing curves of outflow for the 
previous years. Li addition, meteorological data, such as precipita- 
tion, temperature, evaporation and transpiration losses, and other 
physical data, were brought to bear on the determination of the 
probable natural outflow from Rainy Lake during the period of years 
from 1892 to 1905. 

The fact that melting snow and rain falling on the Lower Rainy 
watershed and the watershed of the I^ake of the Woods, Proper, 
quickly finds its way into the Lake of the Woods, is indicated on 
Plate 106, by the data for the following months: April to June, 1906 
April to June, and August to September, 1907; April to June, 1908 
May to June, and October to December, 1909; March to May, 1910 
April to Jime 1911; April and May, and September and October, 
1912; April to July, 1913; and April to July, and September to 
October, 1914. It is quite evident that the forests and swamps of 
the Lower Rainy watershed cannot compare, in their equalizing effect 
on runoff, with the large lakes of the Upper Rainy watershed, 
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RESERVOIR CONTROL IN GENERAL 

Whenever the natural outflow from lakes is subjected to control 
by human agency, the natural regimen of outflow from such lakes is 
at once superseded, and a new regimen of lake levels is established. 

The extent to which levels prevailing under a state of control 
differ from those which, in a state of nature, would have prevailed at 
the various seasons of the year, and also the effect of the new regimen 
of levels upon the riparian land, depends largely upon the character 
and extent of the control which is being exercised over the outflow 
from the lake. However,, any control of outflow, whatsoever, results 
in higher than natural lake levels at all seasons of the year, unless 
the discharge capacity of the outlet is increased over what it was in 
a state of nature. 

Control of the outflow from any lake, with a view to its equaliza- 
tion, presupposes the storage of flood water. Such a lake, then, 
acting as a storage reservoir, will frequently become filled at a time 
when the rate of inflow is high. The frequency with which this con- 
dition will recur will depend upon the extent to which the outflow can 
be equalized by the available storage, i. e., the filling will recur more 
frequently with a reservoir of relatively small storage capacity than 
with one of relatively large capacity. The extent to which flood 
water can economically be utilized in the equalization of stream flow 
depends upon the cost of flowage rights, and the cost of impounding 
and other works required for the utilization of the stored water, as 
compared with the benefits accruing to the various interests utilizing 
this water. 

In the operation of all storage reservoirs whose capacity is insuffi- 
cient to completely equalize the outflow over a long period of years, — 
and in principle this means essentially all of them — a time will come, 
if the ordinary high level is not to be exceeded, when the discharge of 
water, even under the most intelligent operation, must be substan- 
tially greater than the maximum outflow in a state of nature. The 
maximum rate of outflow to be expected under a state of control will 
equal the maximum rate of inflow which may occur at any time while 
the reservoir is full to its ordinary high level, unless special provision 
has been made for reserve storage capacity which is not permitted to 
be utilized except in years of extraordinary floods, and at times when 
excessive precipitation, such as 5 or 6 inches, falling on the lake and 
on the adjoining watershed in a few days, will raise the level of the 
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lake at least an equal amount. If reserve storage capacity has been 
provided, the high rate of inflow can be absorbed, partly by increased 
outflow and partly by iucreased storage on the lake, exactly as in a 
state of nature. 

In the case of lakes in their natural condition, a rising stage and 
an increasing rate of inflow results both in an increasing rate of outflow 
and further storage. It follows, then, that in a state of control, when 
a reservoir ia permitted to fill in other years besides the one year of 
maximimi flood, occurring perhaps once in twenty-five or fifty years, 
the discharge capacity of the reservoir must be very substantially 
larger than the greatest natural discharge capacity, or else the lake 
will, sooner or later, rise above its ordinary high level and above 
its extreme natural high water stage. Without increased outflow 
capacity, any control of outflow, whatsoever, must inevitably result 
in raising the lake to a higher level than the highest stage which 
would have occurred during the given period in a state of nature. 
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REGULATION OF OUTFLOW FROM RAINY LAKE 

Having obtained what we believe to be substantially correct 
values of runofif from the Upper Rainy watershed from 1892 to 1916, 
we may now make a study of the extent to which it appears prac- 
ticable and desirable to regulate the outflow from Rainy Lake in order 
to aid in regulating the levels and outflow from the Lake of the Woods ; 
and at the same time to ensure the advantageous use of the waters of 
Rainy Lake itself. The necessity for this special consideration of 
Rainy Lake will be appreciated when it is realized that the Rainy 
Lake watershed at Fort Frances and International Falls constitutes 
54.2 per cent of the total drainage ar^a of the Lake of the Woods 
and contributes 62.0 per cent of the total runoff. 

Although the inflow into Rainy Lake for a number of years 
has, to some extent, been controlled by dams located at the outlets of 
a number of tributary lakes, yet, so far as our present study is con- 
cerned, the effect of these dams, — most of which are used in connec- 
tion with losing operations — ^has been relatively small. The respec- 
tive locations of these dams are shown on Plate 126; and such data 
as it has been possible to obtain relating to the dams, and to their 
possible influence on the inflow into Rainy Lake, are assembled in 
Table 87. 

In general, the method of operating most of these logging dams 
consists, first, in storing water diuring the fall, winter and early spring; 
and subsequently releasing it soon after the spring break-up, — usualty 
about May 1st — ^when the sluicing of logs begins. On a number of 
lakes, the storage capacity compared with the area of the tributary 
watershed is so small that the effect of the dams on the distribution 
of the runoff is practically negligible. In the case of some of the 
other lakes, however, a substantial portion of the winter and spring 
flow is held back until the period when it is required for the sluicing 
of logs. The usual effect of the operation of most of the logging dams 
is to accentuate the irregularities in outflow from those lakes which 
the dams respectively control. 

One of the best means for determining a satisfactory method of 
regulation of outflow, and regimen of lake levels, is by study of a 
mass curve of runoff, or inflow. This curve represents, merely, 
summations of the volumes of runoff or inflow over certain adopted 
units of time. Such simmiations are plotted with respect to time, 
oonsecjuently every point on the mass curve of inflow represents the 

205 



Digitized by 



Google 



206 BBPOBT OF OONBTTLXnTG EKGI2mBB8 

net quantity of water whioh has run into the lake from the beginning 
until the close of the period under consideration. The slope of the 
curve at any point represents the rate of inflow at that time. 

Studies are presented on Plates 127 and 128 of two methods of 
r^ulating the outflow from Rainy Dake. Each method of regulation 
has been applied on the assumption of both 100 and 150 billion cubic 
feet of total available storage capacity. 

The mean area of Rainy Lake is 345 square miles, consequently 
its storage capacity is 9.6 billion cubic feet per foot of depth, or a 
total of 67.2 billion cubic feet for a fluctuation of 7 feet. Such a 
range, for example, would bo afforded between elevations, say, 
of 490 and 497, Department of Public Works, Canada, datum. The 
latter elevation, it may be observed, is that of the crest of the dam at 
International Falls and Fort Frances. 

During the past few years, while the outflow from Rainy Lake 
has been under control, the fluctuation has actuaUy been greater than 
7 feet, so that under present conditions of control, the available 
storage capacity on Rahiy Lake may be considered to be about 70 
billion cubic feet. Since the construction of the Kettle Falls dams, a 
general plan of which is shown on Plate 101, at the outlets of Lake 
Namakan, in 1914, about 100 square miles of additional lake area has 
become available for storage. This area embraces Namakan, 
Kabetogama, Sand Point, Crane, and Little Vermilion Lakes, and 
their connecting waters. As the storage per foot depth on these 
lakes is 2.8 billion cubic feet, a total storage capacity of 30 billion 
cubic feet could be obtained by a draft of a little less than 11 feet. 
Contemplated power developments on the Vermilion and the 
Kawishiwi Rivers would provide additional storage capacity. 

A storage capacity of 150 billion cubic feet could be obtained by 
increased storage on Rainy Lake, and the lakes controlled by the 
Kettle Falls dams, or else by means of the secondary storage available 
on such lakes as Vermilion, Birch, Manitou, Otukamamoan, White 
Otter, Lac La Croix, Basswood, and Saganaga. 

The storage, therefore, which may be considered available imder 
present conditions, is not less than 100 billion cubic feet. This 
storage may be expected to be available even though it should become 
desirable, in the future, to reduce the range of fluctuation in level 
of Rainy Lake, or of the lakes above Kettle Falls, or both. 

It is well known to those familiar with meteorological studies, 
that consecutive years of low precipitation and consequently low 
stream flow, occur in more or less readily distinguishable cycles of 
twenty-five or more years. In the period of years under considera- 
tion, 1892-1914, the extreme low water period extends from July, 
1910, to July, 1913, when considering the case of 100 billion cubic feet 
pf totftl storage capacity; and for the case of 150 billion cubic feet q( 
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PLATE RR 



Canadian Channel at Kettle Falls-Outlet of Lake Namakan Before 
Construction of Dam— 1913 



International Channel at Kettle Falls— Outlet of Lake Namakan Before 
Construction of Dam— 1913 
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PLATE SS 



1. Curtain Falls at Outlet of Crooked Lake 

2. Falls at Outlet of Basswood Lake 

3. Dam at Outlet of Birch Lake on International Boundary 

4. Dam at Outlet of Knife Lake 
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total storage capacity the extreme low water period extends from- 
July^ 1910, to at least July^ 1915. The greatest depletion, in each 
case, would have occurred in April, 1912. 

The characteristic feature of the first method of regulation, which 
in the f oUowmg pages will be termed Method A, is to limit the outflow, 
whenever the reservoir storage is being drawn upon, to the highest 
possible rate which, by the judicious use of storage, can be maintained 
durmg the extreme low water period, extending over some years. 
Whenever the reservoirs are full and water is being wasted, a higher 
rate of discharge may, of course, be economically utilized. 

Under Method A, an effort is made to fill the reservoir each spring 
on the assumption that it cannot be foretold whether the succeeding 
summer, or indeed the succeeding years, may or may not be the 
exceptionally dry period over which it is intended to equalize the 
flow, and to do which would require, at the beginning of the dry 
period, a full reservoir. 

Under the second method of regulation, which will be termed 
Method B, the aim, in general, is to augment to the greatest possible 
extent the ordinary recurrent, or yearly low water flow, and to utilize 
the largest possible portion of the available runoff from the tributary 
watershed, insuring that this runoff maintains, for much the larger 
proportion of the total time, a high uniform rate of outflow from 
Kainy Lake. In the present case in particular, — ^unless danger of 
total depletion of the available storage is imminent — effort is made 
to maintain and to utilize, as far as possible, a minimum outflow of 
10,000 c. f . s. This rate is approximately the capacity of the present 
installation at Fort Frances and International Falls, and almost equal 
to the average flow for the past twenty-two years. 

The shaded areas on the graphs, Plates 127 and 128, indicate the 
amoimt of water which would have been wasted imder the two 
methods of regulation. It is at once apparent that, under Method A, 
very much more water would have been wasted than under Method B. 
On the other hand, 100 billion cubic feet of available storage capacity, 
imder Method A, would have provided a imiform flow of 5835 c. f . s, 
during the extreme low water period from July, 1910, to July, 1913; 
whereas under Method B, by which the flow of 10,000 c. f. s. is main- 
tained into the dry period as far as practicable, the same 100 billion 
cubic feet of storage would have resulted in a low water flow, from 
July, 1910, to April, 1911, of only about 3500 c. f. s. Generally speak- 
ing, it may be said that, under Method B, the natural low water flow 
extending over a period of exceptionally dry years is not substantially 
increased; whereas, under Method A, the increase is very considera- 
able, — a fact, indeed, to be expected, inasmuch as this increase in the 
extreme low water flow is made the governing consideration of regu- 
lation in this Method A. In other words, under Method A^ a uniform 
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rate of outflow is maintained oyer the entire dry period of some years, 
and this rate is considerably higher than the minimum to which the 
regulated flow would faU under Method B. 

It has been computed from the various regulated rates of dischai^e 
under Method B shown on Plate 128, that an increase in avaUable 
storage capacity of from 100 to 150 billion cubic feet, results in an 
average increase in utilized discharge, extending over a period of more 
than twenty-two years, of only 247 c. f . s. This is less than 3 per cent 
of the average discharge which could have been utilized during this 
period with 100 billion storage. The extreme low water flow for the 
fall and winter of 1910-1911 would, also, only be increased from 3500 
to 4330 c. f. s. 

From the standpoint of equalization of flow alone*^, it may be 
stated, that if the Upper Rainy reservoirs are to be operated according 
to Method B, additional storage capacity over and above the 100 
billion cubic feet at present available cannot, economically, be pro- 
vided. If storage on the upper lakes is feasible at all, it must find its 
justification, primarily, in the increased advantages resulting from a 
reduction in the extent of the fluctuation of the level of Rainy Lake 
itself, coupled with such benefits as may be derived, locally, from the 
storage of water in the secondary reservoirs. On the other hand, if 
the Upper Rainy reservoirs are to be regulated according to Method 
A, an aggregate storage capacity of 150 billion cubic feet would 
increase the low water flow from 5835 c. f. s. to 6710 c. f. s. or about 15 
per cent above what could have been obtained from 100 billion cubic 
feet of storage. 

Now, in order to show the effect of these two methods of regula- 
tion on power development at International Falls and Fort Frances, 
the frequency curves of Plate 131 have been prepared. The com- 
putations from which these curves have been made show that on an 
average, with 100 billion cubic feet of total available storage capacity, 
1968 more horse power would have been available if Method of Reg- 
ulation B had been applied instead of Method A. 

In making tins power study it has been assumed that the 
secondary storage above Rainy Lake would first be drawn upon, and 
that during the spring runoff the draft on Rainy Lake, made during 
the previous winter, would first be replenished. In this power study 
the available head was determined by subtracting the mean tail water 
level for each month from the mean head water level. The tail 
water level was determined from the rating curve of discharge of 
Rainy River, Plate 85, by adding .2 foot for average fall between 
the gauge to which this rating curve is referred and tail water 
at the power plant. The head water level was determined by sub- 
tracting the fall corresponding to the given stage and discharge, as 

* See statement of Mr. Meyer In '' Final* Arguments/' Levels of the Iiake of the Woods, Washington, 
D. C, April, 1916, pages 217-223. 
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detennined from the carves of Plate 86, from the Rainy Lake level. 
In addition, a correction was made for backwater. During the 
winter months and during the period of heavy spring runoff, from 
December 1st to June Ist inclusive, a correction of one and one-half 
feet was made for backwater due to ice on the Rainy River, and to 
floods occurring on the lower tributaries of Rainy River. Between 
Jime Ist and December 1st, an average allowance of one-hi^ foot was 
made for backwater. With these essential data at hand, the avail- 
able horse power was then computed on the basis of an over-all 
efficiency of 75 per cent. 

The effect of the various methods of r^ulating outflow from 
Rainy Lake on regulation of the levels and outflow from Lake of the 
Woods will be discussed later. Yet, it may here be commented that, 
from the viewpoint solely of the advantageous utilization of the 
waters of Rainy Lake, the more desirable method of regulation is 
clearly that termed Method B, and which, as before stated, aims to 
utilize, for power development, the greatest amount of water without 
making any attempt to substantially increase the extreme low water 
flow which may or may not recur once in twenty-five or more years. 
The extreme low water flow, during such low water period, when it 
does occur, may only extend over a few months or perhaps a year, 
and may be expected as an accompaniment of a protracted period of 
deficient precipitation extending over, say, three, four or five years. 

According to the records of the Minnesota & Ontario Power Com- 
pany, given in Table 90, the maximum monthly average power 
utilized for paper making and other purposes during 1914 was 27,442 
H. P. At a discharge of 10,000 c. f. s. and a lake level of 497, the 
head water level at the dam would be 496.5, and the tail water level 
would be practically 465.5 if there were no backwater. Assuming 
an average of 0.5 foot of backwater during the summer, as before 
stated, the average tail water level woidd be 466.0 and the net head 
30.5 feet. 10,000 c. f . s., under 30.5 feet head at 75 per cent over-all 
efficiency, would develop 26,000 H. P. This is the ordinary maxi- 
mum amount of power which, for the present study, may be assumed 
available. Method of regulation B, with 100 billion cubic feet of stor- 
age on the Upper Rainy reservoirs, would, between 1892 and 1914, 
have furnished an average of 20,968 H. P. against 19,000 H. P. under 
Method A. For 25 per cent of the time Method B would have fur- 
nished over 25,000 H. P., and, for 50 per cent of the time, over 22,500 
H. P. For 25 per cent of the time Method A would have furnished 
over 22,200 H. P., and, for 50 per cent of the tune, over 17,000 H. P. 
(See Plate 131). 

During the protracted dry period, however, the power output 
under Method B would have fallen to an extreme low value, which is 
4000 H. P. less than the least amount of power which would have 
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been available under Method A. If continuous power is required^ 
therefore, the size of the auxiliary power plant, under Method B, 
would need to be 4000 H. P. larger than under Method A. This 
additional capacity, however, might not be required for fifteen or 
twenty, or more, years to come, and could be installed when the pro- 
tracted dry spell was at hand. Even if provided immediately, how- 
ever, this additional installation would represent an annual fixed 
charge of only about S35,000« 

Between 1892 and 1014, Method B would have furnished an 
average of 1968, or practically 2000, horse power more than Method A. 
The difference between the cost of operation of water power and 
steam power plants for such blocks of power as are under considera^ 
tion, is not less than S25.00 per horse power per year for 24-hour 
power, in favor of the water power, and hence it may be said that 
Method B is, annually, worth at least a net amount of S50,000 less 
S35,000, or SI 5,000, more to the power interests at Fort Frances and 
International Falls than Method A. 

From the viewpoint of dami^e to riparian owners, on Rainy 
Lake, Method B would be more desirable than Method A, because for 
any given total storage capacity and high water level, the average 
level of Rainy Lake, under Method B, would have been about two 
feet lower than under Method A. Moreover, under Method B the 
high water level would have been reached, during the summer and 
fall months, in only a little more than half as many years, and would 
have prevailed about half as many months as under Method A. 

Nav^ation interests on the Rainy River below the Lake, under 
the present state of the river, — that is, with no dam at Loi^ Sault 
Rapids — ^would, under all ordinary conditions, have found deeper 
water, but during a total of seven months, between May 1st and No- 
vember 1st, out of the twenty-two years, the stage would have dropped 
lower under Method B than under Method A. If a dam be built at 
Long Saxilt Rapids, then navigation interests also would, unquestion- 
ably, be better served by Method B. 

Granting, now, that regulation according to Method B would 
permit of the most advantageous use of the waters of Rainy Lake — 
and we believe no successful combination of these two methods can 
be applied — ^it follows,*as previously pointed out, that 100 billion cubic 
feet is about the maximum total stori^e capacity which need be 
provided in order to equalize the outflow from Rainy Lake to the 
greatest practicable extent.*^ 

The question of where this storage capacity can most advan- 
tageously be provided, is one which chiefly affects the interests on 
the upper watershed. With the completion of the Kettle Falls dams 
during 1914, a total of 100 billion cubic feet of storage capacity has 

* So far M this ]ak» alona is oonoemsd. 
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already become available. Whether a part of this storage capacity 
shall be provided on other lakes beside Rainy Lake and the Lakes 
controlled by the dam at Kettle Falls, is largely a question of the 
cost of storing water on the several available storage lakes. Storage 
on Rainy Lake is intimately related to available power at the outlet. 
Every foot of increase in lake level represents an increase of from 
800 to 900 continuous horse power. The cost of additional flowage, 
bank protection, etc., involved in the securing of further storage 
on this Lake) would be at least partly offset by the increased power 
which would thereby become available. If such power as might 
be developed, imder low and greatly fluctuating head, at Kettle Falls 
is not considered, then storage on the lakes above would become 
primarily a question of the cost of flowage or other damage, and of 
impounding works, per unit of additional storage capacity secured. 

In order to assist in determining the feasibility of utilizing 
auxiliary storage on the Upper Rainy watershed, surveya and recon- 
naissance examinations, as previously remarked, were made on 
Rainy Lake and on Lakes Namakan, Kabetogama, Sand Point, Crane, 
and Little Vermihon. The maps resulting from these sm-veys are 
presented in the Atlas. Reconnaissance examination was also made 
of other secondary storage lakes on the watershed. 

As has been pointed out, the storage capacity required for the 
great^t practicable equalization of flow from the viewpoint of the 
regulation of the levels of the Lake of the Woods is already available. 
With respect, however, to the relative advantages of variously 
storing water on the other lakes of the Upper Rainy watershed, it 
may be said that fuller detailed study will embrace this phase 
of our subject; but time for such study could not now be obtained 
because of special efforts put forth to the end that the more essential 
portions of our report would be available for service at the September 
Hearings.* 

The results which would have been obtained during the years 
1892 to 1914, from the two methods of regulation of the Upper Rainy 
reservoirs, as previously discussed, and with either 100 or 150 billion 
cubic feet of total available storage capacity, may briefly be sum- 
marized as follows: 

1. From the standpoint of the power interests at International 
Falls and Fort Frances, Method of Regulation B would have resulted 
in an average of 1968 more horse power being available than under 
Method A. 

2. An aggregate storage capacity of 100 biUion cubic feet is all 
that need be provided on the Upper Rainy watershed if these reser- 
voirs are to be regulated according to Method of Regulation B. 

* Bm BapptenMntarj Discussion, pag* 347. 
98896—17 16 
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3. Under Method of Regulation A, with 100 biUion cubic feet of 
available storage capacity on Rainy Lake and the lakes above 
Kettle Falls, Rainy Lake would have been full more than 85 per cent 
of the time, whereas under Method of Regulation B it would have 
been full only about 40 per cent of the time. These facts may be 
seen by referring to the frequency curves, Plate 131. 

4. From the viewpoint of damage to riparian owners on Rainy 
Lake, Method of Regulation B would have boon more advantageous 
because the average level of the Lake would have been about two 
feet lower and the high level would have prevailed only half as long. 

5. The following rates of outflow would have prevailed: 



Outflow 



Oatflow 
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UtUkiSle 
Outflow 



ITHDXB MXTHOD A 
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With 100 bUUon eu. ft. storage 

With 160 bllUoncu. ft. storage , 



e. f. 8. 
68S6 

6710 



8600 

<230 



C t 8. 
81341 



37661 
37661 



e. ts 
7014 
7888 



0020 
0276 



6. Under Method B, throughout all seasons but one in twenty- 
two years, a greater ordinary flow would have been available between 
May 1st and October 1st, for navigation on the Rainy River below 
the International Falls-Fort Frances dam than under Method A. 
After July 1st, during that one year, the flow would have fallen to 
about 3500 c. f . s., which is less than is required for satisfactory navi- 
gation of the River. 

7. For about nine months during the extreme low water period, 
4000 less horse power would have been available under Method B 
than imder Method A; that is to say, if continuous power is needed, 
the capacity of the auxiUary power plant imder Method B would 
require to be 4000 horse power larger than under Method A. 
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REGULATION OF LEVEU5 AND OUTFLOW— LAKE OF THE 

WOODS 

We shall next consider the effect which the two methods of 
r^ulating the outflow from Rainy Lake, both with 100 and 150 
billion cubic feet of total stori^e capacity, will have upon the regu- 
lation of the levek and outflow from the Lake of the Woods. 

The regulated outflow from Rainy Lake has been combined with 
the runoff from the drainage area below Rainy Lake, according to 
several different schemes, and the results are presented in the mass 
curves of inflow into the Lake of the Woods, Plates 132 to 135C. 

Ck>mparison of these mass curves may best be made in pairs. 
The first two. Plates 132 and 133, show the reexilts obtained by 
appl3nbQg method of regulation A on the Lake of the Woods — the 
outflow from Rainy Lake being similarly regulated — ^with both 100 
and 150 billion cubic feet of total storage available on the Upper 
Rainy reservoirs. 

Inasmuch as, under this mdthod of regulation, the Lake of the 
Woods reservoir is considered, tmder normal conditions, to be filled 
each spring, — ^in which event it may be assumed to be full at the 
beginning of the protracted dry period — a study is first made of the 
equalization of outflow which could have been effected over the dry 
period by means of various drafts on available storage on the Lake 
of the Woods itself. This dry period began June, 1910, and, for total 
drafts greater than 3 or 4 feet, extended beyond December, 1914, 
although no one can predict its termination. In view of the fact 
that the maximum draft on storage, for the higher rates, occurred in 
the spring of 1914, there is some doubt whether these high rates could 
really be maintained through the coming years. Assiuning, however, 
that greater depletion would not have occurred in the spring of 1915 
or later, then the increase from 100 to 150 billion cubic feet of storage 
capacity on the Upper Rainy watershed would have residted in an 
increase in the low water flow from the Lake of the Woods over the 
dry period of years, according to the values given in the followii^ 
table: 

213 
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METHOD OF REGULATION A ON BOTH UPPER RAINY RESERVOIRS AND 

LAKE OF THE WOODS 



kaz. 

Draft on 
Lake of 
Woods 
in Feet 

Depth on 

Area 


RaOULATID OUTILOW IBOIC LAU OF TBX 

Woods 


lOOBfllkn 

Cu.Ft. 

Total 

Stonce 

Capacity 


Increase 
per Foot 


IfiO Billion 
CiuFt. 
Total 
StonU;e 


Increase 
per Foot 




8960 
9670 
10880 
10770 
IIUO 




9830 
10630 
11060 
11400 
11740 




790 
790 
380 
350 


710 
690 
360 
340 



It is at once apparent from an examination of the curves of 
Plates 132 and 133 and from the preceding table, that for each of the 
quantities of available storage under Method A, drafts of 3, 4 and 5 
feet in depth on the Lake of the Woods result in a much greater 
increase, per foot of draft, in the regulated outflow than do the 
higher drafts of 6 and 7 feet. Tlus fact would indicate that the most 
economical maximum draft on storage on the Lake of the Woods, 
viewed only from the standpoint of determining the maximum rate 
of outflow, is 5 feet. Adopting then this value, our study may be 
continued. We will assume, that at the beginning of each yearly 
period following the filling of the reservoir, the r^ulated outflow, in 
accordance with the principle of Method A, is limited to the rate 
maintainable by a 5-foot draft on storage extending throughout the 
extreme low water period which began in 1910. This rate of outflow 
is 10,390 and 11,050 c. f. s. respectively, for the 100 billion and 150 
billion cubic feet of total storage capacity on the Upper Rainy 
reservoirs. 

If, some months after the b^inning of the yearly low-watei 
period, it is perceived that, owing to increase of inflow, the reservoir 
has again become filled so that water is being wasted, then the rate 
utilized may be increased. It has been concluded that the highest 
rate which thus could have been ecoiiomically utilized for power 
development on the Winnipeg River during the wasting period, 
under method of regulation A, and with 5 feet draft on the Lake of 
the Woods, would be 13,000 c. f . s. Higher rates of flow than 13,000 
c. f. s. would have been available for such short periods of time that 
it is questionable whether it would have been advisable to have 
installed the additional machinery necessary for the utilization of a 
higher rate. 

On Plates 134 and 135, a study is presented setting forth the 
results which could have been obtained on the Lake of the Woods if 
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both the Upper Rainy reservoirs and the Lake of the Woods itself 
had been regulated according to Method B, and with both 100 and 
150 billion cubic feet of total storage capacity available on the Upper 
Rainy watershed. Under these conditions of regulation, it appears 
that it would have been feasible to utilize up to 16,000 c. f. s. in 
power developments on the Winnipeg River. It has been assumed 
that this amoimt of water would be discharged from the Lake at all 
times except when, on the basis of evidence furnished by existing 
storage on the Upper Rainy reservoirs and by the winter and spring 
precipitation on the watershed, the setting in of a protracted dry 
period could clearly be foreseen. 

By means of 100 billion cubic feet of available storage on the 
Upper Rainy reservoirs, it would have been possible to have secured 
a minimum reg\ilated outflow from the Lake of the Woods of 7710 
c. f. s. on 5 foot draft, and 9i40 c. f. s. on 7 foot draft. With 160 
bilUon cubic feet of available storage it would have been possible to 
have increased the low water flow to 8570 c. f . s. on 5 foot draft, and 
to 10,000 c. f. s. on 7 foot draft on the Lake of the Woods. 

Frequency curves of outflow, which furnish a means for ready 
comparisons of the rate of outflow maintainable from the Lake of 
the Woods under the different methods of regulation, have been 
prepared and are shown on Plate 137. 

The computations entering into the construction of these 
frequency curves show that: 

1. Under Method A, a storage capacity of 150 billion cubic feet 
on the Upper Rainy reservoirs would have maintained, with a 5 foot 
draft on Lake of the Woods storage, an average utUizable rate of 
outflow which is 384 c. f. s., or 3.4 per cent, higher than that main- 
tainable with a correspondingly used storage of 100 biUion cubic feet. 

2. Under Method B, 150 biUion cubic feet storage on the Upper 
Rainy reservoirs would have maintained, with 5 foot draft on the 
Lake of the Woods storage, an average utilizable rate of outflow 
which is 87 c. f. s., or 0.6 per cent, high.er than that maintainable 
with a correspondingly used storage of 100 bilUon cubic feet. 

The quantities expressing the utilizable rates of outflow which 
could have been maintained over the years 1892 to 1914 are sum- 
marized on the following page; 
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SUMMARY OF UTIUZABLE OUTFLOW FROM LAKE OF THE WOODS 



Hethodof 


Total 




ReguUtion 


Storage 


Utflkable 


on both 

Upper 

Rainy and 

Lake of 


Bnilon 


Rate of 
OntfUrw 

O.f.8. 


the WoodR 


Co. Ft. 




A 


100 


11375 


A 


IGO 


11660 


B 


100 


14743 


B 


160 


14830 



Comparing, now, the two methods of regulation on the Lake of 
the Woods, in connection with similar regulation on Rainy Lake, it 
appears that with 100 billion cubic feet of total storage in the Upper 
Rainy reservoirs, Method B would have permitted the utihzation of 
3466 c. f. s. or 31 per cent more water than would Method A. With 
150 bilhon cubic feet of storage in the Upper Rainy reservoirs, the 
increase would have been 3169 c. f. s. or 27 per cent. At the Sep- 
tember 1912 Lake of the Woods Hearings, Mr. J. B. Challies, Super- 
intendent Dominion Water Power Branch, stated that "the total 
fall of the Winnipeg River between the Lake of the Woods and Lake 
Winnipeg, which can be used for power, is 291 feet."* Translated 
into horse power produced under 290 feet of available fall, and at 80 
per cent efficiency, the above quantities of wat^r represent 91,380 
and 83,550 continuous horse power, which, if saleable, at a return of 
even $10.00 per horse power, would have an annual value of $913,800 
and $835,500 respectively. 

Since the "Advance Sheets*' edition of this Report was pub- 
lished, additional studies have been made as shown on Plates 135A 
to 135C. These studies, and others based on Plates 134 and 135, 
have been made with a view to determining the maximmn extreme 
low water flow obtainable from the Lake of the Woods, for given 
conditions of draft and storage, with Rainy Lake regulated by 
Method B and Lake of the Woods by Method A. 

The results appear in the following table: 



Regulated 
Dischar^ 
from Rainy 

Lake 

c. f. s. 


Storage 
Rai^ 

Billion 
Cu. Ft. 


Method of 
Regulation 
Rainy Lake 


Uniform Regulated Discharge (Method A) from 
Lake of the Woods for Various Drafts Below Ordi- 
nary Maximum Level 


3 Ft. 


4 Ft. 


6 Ft. 


6 Ft. 


7 Ft. 


srt. ! 


10000 

10000 

9000 
9000 

9UUU 

8000 
8000 


100 
150 

100 
100 

100 
160 


B 
B 

B 
B 

i} 

B 
B 


c. f. s. 
7760 
8130 

8430 
9170 

0330 

8880 
9780 


c. f. s. 
8510 
8870 

9180 
9930 

10080 

9630 
10530 


C. f. S. 
9360 
9630 

9990 
10670 

10830 

10380 
11350 


C. f. 8. 

10010 
10370 

10670 
11410 

1137D 

11100 
11780 


C. f. S. 
10760 
11130 

11430 
11850 

11630 

1170O 
13130 


C. f. 8. 

11510 
11730 

11860 
12190 

11960 

12040 
13460 



*8ee Water Resources Paper No. 3, Department of the Interior, Canada, Dominion Water Power 
Branch, Winnipeg River Power and Storage Investigations by J. T. Johnston. 3 VoU. (Maps and 
Plates), Ottawa, 1915. 
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OUTFLOW CAPACITY REQUIRED UNDER VARIOUS METHODS 
OF REGULATION— LAKE OF THE WOODS 

As indicated in the discussion of reservoir control in general, 
Nature's way of absorbing excessive runoff from the drainage area 
tributary to lakes is both by means of increased discharge, and by 
storage in the lakes. 

In order to take care of excessive runoff under the condition of 
artificial control of outflow from the Lake of the Woods, either the 
outflow capacity must be very much increased, or else a certain 
amount of reserve storage capacity must be provided. 

In case of reservoirs whose outflow is regulated according to 
Method A, either the increased outflow capacity, or the reserve 
storage capacity, or both, must be very much larger than in the case 
of reservoirs regulated according to Method B. 

To have kept the level of the Lake of the Woods from rising 
above a prescribed, ordinary, maximum stage, it would, on the basis 
of the records of the past twenty-two years, with regulation according 
to Method A on both Rainy Lake and on Lake of the Woods, and 
with 100 billion cubic feet of total storage capacity on the Upper 
Rainy watershed, have been necessary, if no provision had been 
made for reserve storage, to have provided for an outflow capacity 
of 75,000 c. f. s., or twice what would have been the maximum 
natural discharge from the Lake during the same period. 

With both Rainy Lake and Lake of the Woods regulated accord- 
ing to Method B, it would have been necessary to provide outflow 
capacity equal to 57,000 c. f. s., if no reserve storage capacity had 
been provided. 

In case both Rainy Lake and Lake of the Woods had been regu- 
lated according to Method B, and the outflow capacity of the Lake 
of the Woods had been iucreased to 40,000 c. f . s. at the ordinary 
maximum stage, with correspondingly greater discharge at higher 
stages, a reserve storage capacity of 0.9. foot would have been required 
iQ order to absorb the excess runoff into the Lake in 1896. If regu- 
lated according to Method A, more than 2.0 feet of reserve storage 
capacity would have been required. If regulated according to Method 
B on Rainy Lake — 10,000 c. f . s., and Method A on the Lake of the 
Woods, a reserve storage capacity of 1.6 feet would have been required. 
For Method B on Rainy Lake — 9,000 and 8,000 c. f . s. respectively, 
and Method A on the Lake of the Woods, a reserve storage capacity 
of 1.7 and 2.2 feet, respectively, would have been required. 
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In case method of regulation B, modified by providing a total 
discharge capacity of 40,000 c. f. s. at the ordinary maximum level, 
and also providing for about one foot of reserve storage capacity, 
were adopted, it would be necessary to discharge 16,000 e. f. s., or 
over, during all years except the extremely dry ones, because efforts 
to save water by holding it over because not immediately needed by 
present installations are likely to result, sooner or later, in a higher 
lake stage than the prescribed one. 

It appears from the curves of Plate 140 that the present outflow 
capacity of the Western Outlet is relatively small. At a lake stage 
of l060 it is possible to discharge only about 25,000 c. f . s., through 
the Norman Dam, even if ^vido open. If regulation of the level of 
the Lake of the Woods is to be secured through control of the outflow 
through the Western Outlet by manipulation of the Norman Dara, 
with its present discharging capacity, this site will be economically 
valueless for any large power development during a portion of every 
high water year. 

In order to discharge more water through the Western Outlet, 
extensive excavation, particularly at the C. P. R. bridge, and between 
the bridge and the Lake, would be required, and, with the co5pera- 
tion of those interested, could no doubt be made. 

In order to conserve the water supply, in case power is ^o be 
developed in the Western Outlet to a considerable extent, it will be 
necessary to improve the Norman Dam so as to prevent the present 
excessive leakage through the rock fill. To permit of ready manipu- 
lation of the Dam for regulating purposes sluice gates should be 
installed or the stop logs and hoist should be kept in good working 
order under both summer and winter conditions. 

A plan of the Norman Dam, giving the dimensions of the sluices 
and the elevations of the sills of the sluices, is shown on Plate 27. 

At a lake stage of 1061.5 the discharge capacity of the Eastern 
Outlet in a state of nature was 5150 c. f. s. The tail water level at 
Keewatin, corresponding to a discharge of 40,000 c. f. s., is 1046.5, 
leaving a head at the Kenora Plant, during flood discharge, of only 
about 15 feet. Under this head the completed Kenora Plant of 6 
generator units and 2 exciters can discharge only about 3500 c. f. s. 
At the present daily load factor this wotild represent a continuous 
discharge of only about 2000 c. f. s., or more than 3000 c. f. s. less 
than when the Eastern Outlet was in a state of nature. This fact 
would appear to require recognition when considering the provision 
of the necessary discharge capacity to permit the regulation of the 
levels of the Lake. 
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DESIRABILITY AND PRACTICABILITY OF REGULATING 
LEVELS AND OUTFLOW— LAKE OF THE WOODS 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

The first question of the Official Reference deals with the desira- 
bility and practicability of regulating the level of the Lake of the 
Woods in order to secure the most advantageous use of the waters of 
the Lake itself, of the waters flowing into and from the Lake, and of 
the shores and harbors of the Lake. 

Numerous and diverse interests, both large and small, are, in 
varying degfees, dependent upon these waters. Navigation, agricul- 
ture, logging and lumbering, fishing, summer outing, water supply 
and sewage disposal, water power development and manufacturing 
may here be mentioned as the chief interests which must receive 
consideration. 

Regulation of the level of the Lake of the Woods may, broadly 
speaking, have in view two objects, — either regulation to secure as 
nearly uniform lake levels as possible throughout a period of years, 
or regulation to secure as nearly uniform outflow from the Lake as 
possible. 

Both uniform level and uniform outflow could be obtained only 
if the inflow into the Lake of the Woods could be completely equal- 
ized. Since physical limitations are such that a large portion of this 
inflow must always remain uncontrolled, both uniform level and 
uniform outflow cannot be secured. 

Any method of regulation which aims to secure either uniform 
level or uniform outflow, or any combination of the two, will affect the 
various interests involved in different ways. No single method or 
combination of methods of regulation will be most advantageous to 
all of the several interests, consequently "the most advantageous use" 
of the waters, shores, and harbors of the Lake and of the waters flow- 
ing into and from the Lake, must be considered to be that representing 
the maximum aggregate advantage to all interests involved. 

The effect of various methods of regulation on the water power 
interests at the outlets of the Lake will first be discussed. 

WATER POWERS AT OUTLCTS 

• Th6 fall at the outlet of the Lake of the Woods varies both with 
lake level and with outflow. An increase in lake stage produces a 
corresponding increase in fall. The available head, however, varies 
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inversely as the outflow, — that is, the greater the outflow the less the 
head, because of the rise in tail water level which accompanies 
increased outflow. The most desirable condition for the water 
powers at the outlets of the Lake would be to have both a high 
uniform level and a uniform outflow. It being impossible, as stated 
before, to obtain both of these results at the same time, the most 
advantageous conditions, therefore, can only be determined by. 
weighing the advantages and the disadvantages resulting from each 
given method of regulation. 

To equaUze the outflow it is necessary to fluctuate the level of the 
Lake, and the result of any variation in lake level, below the highest 
level permitted, is to reduce the available power, because it reduces 
the head water level, and, consequently, the available head. 

A study has been made of the power which would have been 
available at the outlets of the Lake during the period of years from 
1892 to 1914: 

First, under natural conditions. 

Second, with 100 billion cubic feet of available storage capacity 
on the Upper Rainy reservoirs, and regulation of. both the Upper 
Rainy reservoirs and Lake of the Woods according to Method A. 

Third, with 100 billion cubic feet of storage capacity on the 
Upper Rainy reservoirs and regulation of both the Upper Rainy res- 
ervoirs and Lake of the Woods according to Method B. 

The resxilts of this study are shown in the frequency curves of 
Plates 136 to 139, inclusive, from which it appears: 

First, that under method of regulation A, the Lake would, on 
an average, have been full about 30 per cent of the time, and that 
imder method of regulation B it would have been full about 10 per 
cent of the time, with a consequent greater damage to riparian prop- 
erty under method of regulation A than under Method B. 

Second, for every ordinary maximum level which may be estab- 
lished, the available head would, on an average, be. about 1.2 feet 
greater under Method A than under Method B. 

Third, if an ordinary maximiun level of 1061 had been established, 
for example, method of regulation 6 would, on account of the in- 
creased utilizable flow and notwithstanding the fact that the average 
head would have been 1.2 feet less than under Method A, have 
resulted in an average of 4654 more available horse power than 
Method A, and 4190 more horse power than in a state of nature. 

Fourth, if an ordinary maximum level of 1060 had been estab- 
lished, method of regulation B would have resulted in an average of 
4359 more available horse power than Method A, and an average of 
2934 more horse power than in a state of nature. 

Fifth, if an ordinary maximum level of 1059 had been estab- 
lished, method of regulation B would have resulted in an average of 
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4064 more available horse power than Method A, and an average of 
1678 more horse power than in a state of nature. 

It would appear from the computations on which the curves of 
Plate 138 are based, that if the outflow from the Lake had been 
regulated according to Method B, and the ordinary high level main- 
tained had been 1057.7, practically the same amount of power would, 
on an average, have been available at the outlets of the Lake under 
this method of control as would have been available tmder natural 
conditions. 

If, now, method of regulation B were modified sUghtly so that 
extraordmary rates of inflow into the Lake could be partly absorbed . 
by additional storage capacity on the Lake, then the existing high 
rates of discharge prevailing for a very small per cent of the time 
would be considerably reduced and the flood-water head would be 
increased. Method B thus modified, then, will permit of the more 
advantageous use of the water flowing from the Lake under regula- 
tion, even with an ordinary high level of 1057.7, than under natural 
conditions. If any higher level than 1057.7 is established as the 
ordinary maximum level, regulation according to modified Method B 
will be more advantageous for power developments at the outlets of 
the Lake — using up to 16,000 c. f. s, — than the natural, imregulated 
level and outflow, but it would not be as advantageous as the con- 
ditions which these interests have enjoyed during the past twenty 
years, unless the ordinary maximum level is fixed at 1061.5 or above. 

Under method of regulation B, every foot increase in the ordi- 
nary maximum level, — that is, the high water level which is not to 
be exceeded except perhaps once in twenty or thirty years — repre- 
sents an increase of 1256 horse power in the average power available 
at the outlets. On the other hand, however, every foot increase in 
lake level results in an almost equal reduction in the available fall 
at the Long Sault Rapids, and at all other developed or undeveloped 
water power sites at which the level of the Lake of the Woods deter- 
mines the elevation of the tail water; that is, the increase in power 
at the outlets, resulting from an increase in lake stage, would be 
offset by nearly as great a reduction in the power which could be 
developed at other sites. So far, then, as the utilization of the 
waters of the Lake of the Woods for power development only, both at 
the outlets and at the Long Saidt Rapids, in particular, is concerned, 
there would appear to' be no advantage in maintaining the Lake of 
the Woods at a higher level than ordinary natural high water. In 
case only the present water consmnption of existing power develop- 
ments is taken into consideration, however, each foot increase in 
lake stage would result in an increase of about 225 continuous horse 
power, or about 375 horse power at the time of maximum demand. 
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Apart from intematioxial considerations, but viewed from the 
standpoint of the interests holding water power rights or privileges 
at the outlets of the Lake of the Woods, and on the Winnipeg River, 
it may be urged by such interests that they have undertaken devel- 
opments during periods while the Lake of the Woods has been under 
control, and that, consequently, they are entitled to at least as 
advantageous conditions as they have enjoyed imder such control as 
has been exeroised in the past in the interests of navigation. 

NAVIGATION AND LUMBERING INTERESTS 

Navigation on the Lake of the Woods consists, principally, of the 
towing of logs and the transportation of freight and passengers by 
steam and gasoline boats. Most of the gasoline boats are of rela- 
tively light draft, requiring from two and one-half to four feet of 
water. Most of the steamboats vary in draft from about four to six 
feet, a few of the larger boats being reported as drawing from eight 
to ten feet of water. 

The effect of various levels on the navigation and the summer 
resort interests, in the vicinity of Kenora, is, in lai^e measure, deten- 
mined by the depths in the various navigation channels and harbors 
of the Lake, by the available depths of water leading into the boat 
houses, and by the elevations of the boat house floors and the tops of 
docks. Information relating to boat houses and docks is summarized 
in the frequency curves of Plates 141 and 142. 

The total value of docks in the vicinity of Kenora and Keewatin 
in 1914, before the construction of the large Kenora Municipal 
Dock, amounted to substantially $35,000. The total value of boat 
houses amounted- to $185,000. It appears from the frequency curves 
of Plate 141 that the tops of all docks in the vicinity of Kenora and 
Keewatin are at, or above, an elevation of 1061 sea-level datiim, and 
that the boat house floors are all above an elevation of 1059.5, — over 
90 per cent of them being above 1061. Only about 50 per cent of 
both docks and boat house floors, however^ are above elevation 
1062.0. 

The liimbering interests are affected by the levek of the Lake of 
the Woods, mainly, in so. far as the stage of the Lake has a bearing 
on the f acihty with which logs can be gotten out of the various bays 
and inlets, and then towed across the Lake, and hoisted into the mills 
by means of jack ladders. In low water the towing channels become 
narrower and more difficult of navigation with log booms, through 
the protrudence of reefs above the water surface. Low stages, that 
is, stages below about 1058, wotild also require additional dredging in 
harbors and navigation channels in various portions of the Lake. 
At the January, 1914, Hearings in Washington, Colonel Charles L. 
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Potter, U. S. A., in charge of the District which includes the United 
States portion of the Lake of the Woods, testified that the cost of 
dredging the harbors of Zippel and Warroad was $9,600 per fpot 
increase in depth. 

Evidently the most desirable level for the navigation interests, 
the lumbering interests, and the summer resort interests on the Lake, 
would appear to be a fairly high, imif orm level, irrespective of what 
the outflow may be. 

Navigation interests on the Winnipeg River between Kenora and 
Minaki are affected by fluctuations in the outflow from the Lake. 
In view of the fact that at low water there is less fall and hence less 
current at The Dalles than at high water, moderately low rates of 
outflow from the Lake of the Woods are more favorable for naviga- 
tion on that portion of the Winnipeg River than high rates. Very 
low rates of (tischarge, however, are unfavorable to navigation of the 
River immediately below the outlets of the Lake. It follows then, 
that any regulation of levels and outflow which results in either very 
low or very high rates of outflow from the Lake is detrimental to the 
navigation interests on the Wiiinipeg River below the outlets of the 
Lake. 

RIPARIAN LANDS 

If the utilization of the maximum amount of low land adjoining 
the Lake, and which may be brought under cultivation, be considered, 
then the most desirable condition for agricultural interests is a low 
level. These interests are not directly concerned either in the out- 
flow or in the fluctuation in lake level, so long as the highest level to 
which the Lake is permitted to rise is a low one. 

According to results obtained from the instrumental surveys of 
the southerly shore of the Lake of the Woods, and portions of Shoal 
Lake and Big and Bigsby Islands, it appears that all of the cultivated 
land below the 1064 contour (of which there are only about 275.1 
acres in the United States and 66.8 acres in Canada) Ues above the 
1060 contour, and all but 84.6 acres lies above the 1062 contour. 
Practically 'all of the land, in the United States, above the 1060 con- 
tour has little or no covering of peat vegetation. Below the 1060 
contour the peat cover gradually increases, but hardly anywhere, 
even at the lake shore, does it reach a thickness exceeding 1.0 or 1.5 
feet. This is apparent even from a comparison of the contours giving 
the elevation of the bed of the Lake at the shore-line, with the con- 
tours on the adjacent land. 

Practically no timber is found, at the present time, below the 
1060 contour. Ninety-five per cent of all the land below the 1059 
contour consists of open marsh or bog, and the remainder is covered 
with willows and brush. 
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Between the 1058 and the 1060 contours there are approxi- 
mately 16,000 acres of land, or 8000 acres per foot increase in eleva* 
tion. Above the 1060 contour the area is substantially 12,000 acres 
per foot, the slopes becoming very slightly steeper again above the 
1062 contour. 

While the riparian owners on the Lake of the Woods are affected 
by the levels resulting from various methods of regulation, riparian 
owners on the Winnipeg River are affected by rates of outflow from 
the Lake resulting from such regulation. 

FISHING imrERESTS 

The most desirable level for the fishing interests would appear 
to be a fairly imiform level, and below the higher stages, particularly 
in so far as fishing in the Big Traverse is concerned. Some fishing 
interests have specified levels desirable for the northerly portion 
of the Lake Jugher than the levels mentioned as desirable for the 
southerly portion of the Lake. Uniformity in levels protects spawn- 
ing grotmds and aids in the setting of pond nets. A rather low level 
results in clearer and purer water, particularly in the Big Traverse, 
because at high stages the muskegs are broken up by the waves and 
' the vegetable matter is scattered far out into the Lake, making the 
water dark in color and disagreeable in taste. At the PreUminary 
Hearings at Warroad, in September, 1912, Mr. Paul Marschalk testi- 
fied that during the high water of 1905 many fish died, and those 
which were caught in the Big Traverse became unfit for food within 
twenty-four hours after being taken from the nets. 

INTERESTS USING LAKE FOR DOMESTIC AND SANITARY PURPOSES 

So far as the use of the waters of the Lake of the Woods for 
domestic and sanitary purposes is concerned, the interests primarily 
affected at the present time appear to be the Greater Winnipeg Water 
District and the town of Warroad. The Greater Winnipeg Water 
District is at present constructing an aqueduct from Indian Bay on 
Shoal Lake, as part of a gravity water supply for the City of Winni- 
p^ and its suburbs. This diversion of water from the Lake of the 
Woods, for domestic and sanitary purposes, was authorized by your 
Commission on January 14th, 1914, with the following reservation: 

"That the present permission and order shall not be invoked or relied upon in 
any manner against the recommendations or report to be made by the Commission on 
the Reference to it respecting the levels of the Lake of the Woods, and shall in no way 
interfere with the action of the Commission in that regard. " 

The bottom of the aqueduct at the intake is at elevation 1050.82, 
sea-level datum. In order to be able to draw the contemplated 85 
million imperial gallons per day, or 158 c. f. s., from Shoal Lake, it 
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will be necessary for the level of this Lake to be at an elevation of not 
less than 1068, sea-level datum. Under natural conditions, however, 
the level of the Lake of the Woods would have dropped very much 
lower, and the level of Shoal Lake could have dropped to about 1065. 
The construction of the dams at the outlets has caused higher than 
natural levels on the Lake of the Woods with the result that the two 
lakes have since been at substantially the same level. This, to some 
extent, has been contributed to by the enlargement of the channel 
at Ash Rapids. Shoal lake might be maintained at a high level by 
the construction of a dam at the outlet, at Ash Rapids. 

The interests of the town of Warroad, in the use of the waters 
of the Lake of the Woods for domestic and sanitary purposes, would 
appear to be primarily the use of that body of water for the purposes 
of sewage disposal. 

As the general elevation of the ground upon which the town of 
Warroad is built is only between 1066 and 1068, sea-level datum, 
it is evident that the outlet of a gravity dischai^e system of sewerage 
could not possibly be placed above even ordinary high water in a 
state of nature, without raising the house connections of the sewers 
above the bottom of the cellars and above the frost line. Even 
under the natural regimen of lake levels, then, it would have been 
necessary for the town of Warroad to install some form of sewage 
lift for use during high water. For perhaps half the time, in a state 
of nature, the sewage might have been by-passed and discharged 
into Warroad River by gravity. 

The present sewerage system at Warroad collects merely the 
house sewage, storm water being excluded. The sewage flows by 
gravity into a septic tank from which it is subsequently ejected by 
means of a siphon operated by a water jet. The discharge pipe is 
approximately, at elevation 1062.5, sea-level datum. 

The increased cost of sewage disposal, to the town of Warroad, 
directly attributable to increased lake stage, would appear to be about 
half the total cost of maintenance and operation of the sewage lift.* 

NAVIGATION AND POWER DAM AT LONG SAULT RAPIDS 

So far as navigation on the Rainy River is concerned, the outflow 
from Rainy I^ake rather than the stage in the Lake of the Woods is 
the controlling factor in determining the ruling depth on this stream 
between the Lake of the Woods and the Fort Frances and Interna- 
tional Falls dam. A combined power dam and navigation lock at the 
Long Sault Rapids would permit satisfactory navigation of the River, 
irrespective of the outflow from Rainy Lake. To be commercially 
valuable as a power development, however, such a dam would require 
to be built to an elevation which would result in additional back- 

* For detailed reports on relatkm of lake level to sewerage, drainage and water supply at Warroad, see 
«< Final Public Hearings" 191«, pages 297-a09. 
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water at International Falls and Fort Frances at certain seasons of 
the year. At present the backwater at this point, resulting from the 
constricted channel at the Manitou Rapids, averages 1.5 feet for the 
six months frorti December Ist to Jime Ist, and 0.5 foot for the six 
months from June 1st to December Ist, or an equivalent of practi- 
cally 2 feet for six months. By prolonging the backwater through- 
out the open season, an additional head of virtually 2 feet would be 
gained at the Long Sault Rapids; i. e., more head would be gained 
at the Long Sault dam than would be lost at the Fort Frances dam« 
High discharges from the Big Fork and the Little Fork Rivers 
result in occasional short periods of extreme backwater at the Fort 
Frances dam. These extreme^ are not here given special considera- 
tion, other than to point out that it might be feasible to blast out 
part of the rock ledge forming the Manitou Rapids, so as to reduce, 
somewhat, the occasional extreme backwater at the Fort Frances 
dam. 

With proper codperation a 10 to 12 foot power development at 
the Long Sault Rapids would appear reasonably feasible. Such a 
development would produce an average of about 9000 horse power. 

WATER POWERS ON WINNIPEG RIVER BELOW OinUErrS 

The limitations upon the extent to which Nature's method of 
r^ulating the outflow from all large lakes can be improved upon by 
artificial methods of regulation, have already been mentioned in dis- 
cussing reservoir control in general. Apart from those considerations 
which involve the preservation of the equity of the various interests, 
large or small, affected by the levels of the Lake of the Woods and the 
outflow from that Lake, it woidd appear that the principal con- 
sideration affecting the ''development of all the interests involved on 
both sides of the Boundary,'' and one which we regard as probably 
paramount, favoring some intelligent method of regulating the 
''voliime, use and outflow of the waters of the Lake" (of the Woods), 
and which, so far as practicable, should include the equalization of 
such outflow, is found in the great amoimt of water power which can 
economically be developed on the Winnipeg River below the outlets 
of the Lake. A regulated flow of 16,000 c. f. s. falling through the 
290 odd feet of fall available on that stream, at 80 per cent efficiency, 
will develop over* 420,000 continuous horse power. These water 
powers, both developed and undeveloped, on the Winnipeg River 
below the outlets of the Lake, are not directly affected by the level 
of the Lake of the Woods, so long as they secure adequate range in 
lake stage to permit of satisfactory equalization of outflow. 

As a general rule, it does not pay to utilize water for power 
development which is available less than 50 per cent of the time; 
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that is, it is cheaper to operate an existing steam or oil power plant, — 
whose installation is required, in every case where more than the 
maximum continuously available stream flow is utilized in a water 
power plant, to supply power demands which must be met the year 
round, and also in those instances where some insurance against 
break-downs in the hydro-electric plant or transmission lines must be 
provided — than it is to pay the fixed charges and operating costs of 
a water power plant which can be operated less than half the time. 
The higher the price of coal, and the lower the additional cost of 
installation for the increased hydro-electric development, the higher 
will be the rate of discharge which, on a given stream, may be eco- 
nomically utiUzed. Under conditions prevailing in Canada, particu- 
larly on accoimt of the rather high cost of coal dehvered in the 
prairie Provinces, it would probably be feasible to utilize water which 
is available a somewhat smaller portion of the time. Much would 
depend upon the conditions surrounding each particular development 
and the utilization of the power generated. 

On the basis of the computed outflow from the Lake of the 
Woods, which would have prevailed imder natural conditions dining 
the past twenty-one years, it may be stated that 16,000 c. f » s. wotild 
have been available for nearly 50 per cent of the time. The average 
amount of water which could have been utihzed under natural con- 
ditions during this period of time by an installation capable of utiliz- 
ing 16,000 c. f. s. is 13,980 c. f. s. Under the conditions of control 
which existed during the same period, about 14,000 c. f . s. would have 
been available 50 per cent of the time, and the average amount of 
water which could have been utilized by an iostallation capable of 
utilizing 14,000 c. f. s. ia 12,174 c. f. s. By regulating the outflow 
from the Lake of the Woods according to Method B, so as to secure 
the maximum possible increase in the ordinary seasonal low water 
flow, by means of a maximum range of 5 feet in the level of the Lakp, 
and with 100 billion cubic feet of total storage on the Upper Rainy 
reservoirs; in other words, by regulating the outflow so as to make 
available the greatest possible amoimt of water, capable of econom- 
ical utilization in power development, there would have been an 
average of 14,742 c. f. s. available during the same period of time. 
WhUe the increase in utilizable flow over that available under natural 
conditions amounts to only about 6.5 per cent, nevertheless, at 
$10.00 per horse power per year the average increase in utilizable 
flow, effected by regulation, would, under the 290 odd feet available 
fall in the Winnipeg River, represent a possible annual return of 
about $190,000. 

98896—17 16 
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PREVAILING LEVELS UNDER REGULATION 

The levels which would have prevailed on the Lake of the Woods 
if the outflow had been regulated according to either modified Meth- 
ods A or B, by providing, for Method A, about 2.5 feet of reserve 
storage capacity to be used' only at times of extraordinary high rates 
of inflow into the Lake, and for Method B one foot of reserve storage 
capacity, and on the assumption that a total discharge capacity of 
40,000 c. f . s. would have been available at the ordinary maximum 
level, are shown by means of the frequency curves of Plate 139. 
Three parallel curves are drawn so as to show the levels which wotild 
have prevailed if the ordinary maximum level had been 1059, 1060, 
or 1061, respectively. For purposes of comparison the curve of 
natural levels covering approximately the same period of time has 
also been added. 

Regulation according to modified Method B, while necessitating 
considerable fluctuation in lake level, nevertheless would result in a 
smaller range, both of yearly and of extreme fluctuation in level, 
than prevailed under natural conditions. 

Li case the meteorological conditions which resulted in a natural 
extreme high water level of 1062.5 should recur, under the condition 
of control by means of modified Method B,-the Lake would rise about 
two feet above the ordinary maximum level. 

Since the '' Advance Sheets " edition of this chapter was published, 
curves similar in character to those on Plate 139, showing the summer 
levels, for the months of Jime, July, August and September, have 
been constructed and are shown on Plate 139A. The upper curves 
show the summer levels with Method B, — 10,000 c. f. s., 100 billion 
cubic feet storage, applied to the Upper Rainy, and modified Method 
B to the Lake of the Woods. The lower curves show the summer 
levels with Method B, — 9000 c. f. s., IjOO billion cubic feet storage, — 
applied to the Upper Rainy, and modified Method A, — 10,000 c. f. s.,-- 
to the Lake of the Woods. 

FROM WHAT BASIS SHALL ADVANTAGE BE KfEASURED 

In order to determine what practical method of regulation will 
result in *' the most advantageous use of the waters of the Lake of 
the Woods and of the waters flowing into and from that Lake," and 
''of the shores and harbors of the Lake,'' it is necessary, first of all, 
to determine from what basis advantage shaU be measured. With- 
out presuming to establish this basis, we desire to indicate that the 
regimen of lake levels and outflow which prevailed in a state of nature, 
at least from the viewpoint of certain riparian owners who, for 
years, have been protesting against the maintenance of higher than 
natural lake stages, would appear to afford an appropriate basis from 
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which to measure the effects of levels which would prevail under 
various methods of regulation. 

In this connection, however, the paramount right of the Federal 
Government of the United States to hold the level of the Lake at 
"ordinary high water mark" for the improvement of navigation, 
must be taken into consideration when ascertaining the net effect of 
certain regulated levels on the riparian owner. Near the dose of our 
discussion of " Prevailing Levels on Lake of the Woods in a State of 
Nature," we indicated that a stage of 1059 appears to be fairly 
representative of ordinary high water stages Tmder natural condi- 
tions. The curves on the lower half of Plate 139 show that in case 
the outflow from the Lake of the Woods were regulated with a view 
to securing the maximum increase in the ordinary seasonal low water 
flow, without attempting to store water which can be used only once 
in twenty or thirty years, and with similar regulation on Rainy Lake; 
and further, if an ordinary maximum level of 1059 were estabUshed 
and if, whenever that level were reached, the controlling works at 
the outlets would be opened so as to discharge at least 40,000 c. f . s. 
if necessary, then the regimen of lake levels resulting from this modi- 
fied Method B would not be disadvantageous to the riparian .owner, 
when compared with the levels which prevailed in a state of nature. 
The average level would be a little higher, but the extreme high level 
would actually be lower than in a state of nature, and the ordinary 
high level would not be substantially changed. 

If, under the same method of regulation, an ordinary maximum 
level of 1060 were estabhshed, the ordiiiary high level would be 
raised about one foot, but the extreme high level reached perhaps once 
in twenty or thirty years under natural conditions, woiild not be 
exceeded. Similarly, if an ordinary maximum level of 1061 were 
established, the Ordinary high level would be raised about two feet 
and the extreme high level, occurring perhaps once in twenty-five 
years, would be raised a httle less than one foot above the highest 
level which would have been reached, under natural conditions, 
during the period between 1893 and 1913. In other words, with an 
ordinary high level of 1061, the land between the 1059 and the 1061 
contours would ordinarily be submerged for a part of most seasons, 
and most of the land between the 1061 and the 1062 contours would 
be submerged for a few weeks perhaps once in twenty years, in addi- 
tion to being frequently subjected to overflow for a few hours during' 
storms. 

If an ordinary maximxun level, higher than 1061, were estabUshed 
correspondingly higher lands would be similarly affected. 
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MBCELLANEOUB ELEVATIONS BEARING ON QUESTION OF DESIRABLE LEVELS FOR LAKE 

OF THE WOODS 



D«oription 



Elevttioii 



▲T OB XmiB WABWUD 

G€l]ftr floor: 

Warroad Mercantile ComiMaiy's stora 

Security SUte Bank 

Stote Bank Block 

C. A. Moody's house 

Mitchell's house. 



House (Owner unknown). 
House (Owiier unknown). 



A. M. Landby's house. Sec. 1, T. 163 V., R. M W. 

Dlscbaige pipe of sewage ejector 

Bottom of Inner channel and harbor 



Stage giving 7 ft. depth in inner channel and harbor. 

Bottom of outer channeL 

Stage giving 7 ft. depth in outer Qhannal 



Appiozimate hlch-wster level above which harbon at Warroad and Zippel would, aooording 
to District Omoer, require additional braak-wster protection, 



to District Offloer, require additional braak-wster protection 

^i]^ra3dmate general elevation of ground upon whlcn main business district of Warroad has 



ON SHOAL LAKB 

Kloorofintakeof Greater Winnipeg Water District aqueduct 

Lowest lake level at which 86 Million Gallons Daily can be drawn through aqueduct. 
Elevation Greater Winnipeg Water District Bench Mark No. 76 

AT XXNOEA 

Kenora Power Plant: 

Floor of generating room 

Top of head gate piers 

Top of Intake sills— 

2 units 

4 units 

Bottom of draft tubes 

Center of shaft of 40 inch turbines 

Zero of datum of construction levels 

James C. Kennedy's high water mark on Tunnel Island 

Rat Portage Lumber Company's Saw Mill: 

Ground surface at N.W. comer of mill 

Ground suriiAce of S.W. comer of mill 

Floor of mill 

Lake bottom at foot of Jack ladder (soft mud) 

Short's Tie Mill: 

Ground surface on lakeward side of mlD 

Floor of mill 

Lake bottom at foot of Jack ladder (rook) 



AT NOBMAK 

Norman Dam: 

Zero of James C. Kennedy or Keewatin Power Company's datum. 



Top of pien of Norman Dam. 



801 of eight 21-lbot sluices of Norman Dam.. 



Sin of twelve 16.6-foot sluices of Norman Dam . 

Kendall's Tie MUl: 

Ground surface on lakeward side of mill 



Floor of mill 

Lake bottom at foot of Jack ladder (soft clay) . . 

Lake bottom 6 feet out from foot of ladder 

Rat Portage Lumber Company's Tie Mill: 

Ground surface on lakeward side of mill 

Floor of mill 

Lake bottom at foot of Jack ladder (soft mud). , 



AT XBBWABK 

Keewatin Lumber (Company's Saw and Plantaig MIDs: 

Ground surfaoe at comer of mill (toe of slope) 

Lake bottom at fbot of Jack UMlder (dredged in 1911). 



lOtt.1 
1061.6 
106S.0 
106S.1 
1002.6 
1061.7 
1062.6 
1061.8 
1062.6 
1060.0 

tol06L0 
1067.0 

to 1068.0 
104&0 

to 1049.0 
1066.0 

to 1066.0 

1061.0 

1067.0 
to 1067.6 



1060.82 
1068.10 
1066.70 



1017.2 
1064.6 

1047.2 

104&2 

1036.1 

1061.6 

1062.68 

106168 

1061.4 
1062.2 
1064.8 
1066.1 

1064.2 
1064.9 
1042.2 



96a 00 
1064.0 

to 
1064.8 
104L9 

to 
1042.0 
1080.8 

to 
104a 8 
1064.0 

to 
1064.6 
107a 6 
1057.8 

losai 

11067. 
1 to 

lioeao 

107a4 
1057.8 



1066b 8 
1066.1 
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MISCELLANEOUS ELEVATIONS BEARING ON QUESTION OF DESIRABLE LEVELS FOR LAKE 

OF THE WOODS-CoBtiBaad 



D€Bcrlptioii 



Elevation 
Sea-leyel 
Datum 



AT KnBWAT[N--oontinu«d 

Keewatin Lumber Company's Tie Mill: 

Ground sor&oe on lakeward side of mill 

Lake bottom at foot of Jack ladder (soft mud) 

Lake bottom to west from foot of Jack ladder 

Lake bottom to east from foot of Jack ladder 

Lake bottom 40 feet outward from foot of Jack ladder. . . 
Lake of the Woods Milling Company: 

Top of head gate piers 

Top of sill of inUke 

Sfll of one 20-fbot flume 

Sill of one 20-foot flume 

Mill "A"— 

Top of piers and stop logs at power house 

Top of bead gate piers 

Bill of intake to generator turbines 

Sill of intake to mm turbines 

Bottom of head race (rook) 

Stove Mfl^ 

Ground surfaoe on lakeward oomer of mill 

Floor of miD 

Lake bottom at foot of Jack ladder 

Lake bottom 30 feet out from foot of Jack ladder 



1088.8 

to 
1066.0 
1065.2 
1055.8 
1055.6 
1056.0 



1064.6 
1040.8 
1050.3 
1049.8 

1062L6 
1067.5 
104&8 
1044.8 
1050.0 

1063.1 
1066.8 
1056.0 
1058.2 
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SUPPLEMENTARY DISCUSSION 

ir^RODUCTORY REMARKS 

In May, 1916, just after the final copy of this Report was ready 
for the printer, it became evident that unusual flood conditions would 
prevail on the watershed of the Lake of the Woods. After a confer- 
ence with the Committee of the International Joint. Commission 
having chaise of the Lake of the Woods investigation, it was decided 
to delay publication of this Report so that cognizance might be taken 
of any data or special circumstances which might possibly be dis- 
closed as a result of extreme flood conditions. 

THE 1916 FLOOD 

The heavy snowfall during the winter of 1915-16 was the subject 
of frequent comment on the part of residents on the Lake of the 
Woods watershed. Nevertheless, neither the true magnitude of the 
winter precipitation nor its significance were, apparently, fully appre- 
ciated by those in control of the various dams on the watershed, until 
the flood waters poured down into the reservoirs in uncontrollable 
volume. No central supervising body, in possession of the complete 
meteorological and hydrological data essential to safe regulation of 
these waters, was in existence. Looking back upon the situation 
now it is readily possible to evaluate the flood producing factors. 

On April 11, 1916, the Namakan Lake system of reservoirs was 
empty. These lakes were lower than they would have been under 
natural conditions because the outlets of this system of lakes, at 
Kettle Falls, had been enlarged during the construction of the con- 
trolling dams. Rainy Lake had. been drawn down 2.3 feet since 
January 1. 

The available reservoir capacity on April 11 on Namakan and 
Rainy Lakes combined, was 51 biUion cubic feet. Inasmuch as the 
power plant and the mills at the outlet of Rainy Lake would be 
using water at a rate of about 9,000 to 10,000 c. f. s. the available 
storage capacity was suflBicient to absorb the entire average runoff 
during April, May, and June of the past twenty-three years. It was 
also suflScient to absorb nearly twice the average runoff during April, 
May, and June of the previous seven years during which the plant 
was in operation. 

The Lake of the Woods, on April 11, 1916, was at elevation 
1060.2 sea-level datum. At the same time in 1915 it was at elevation 
1060.7; in 1914 at 1059.9; in 1913 at 1060.6; in 1910 at 1061.3; in 
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1908 at 1060.9; and in 1906 at 1060.7. In other words, the Lake of 
the Woods was not above the normal spring level under the system 
of control which has been in force during the last ten years. 

Altliough the level of the large storage reservoirs on the Lake of 
the Woods watershed was not above normal for the spring of the 
year, the winter precipitation over the watershed, on the other hand, 
which was to furnish the principal portion of the spring runoff, was 
very abnormal. The following table gives the average winter pre- 
cipitation on the watershed subdivisions during the present and 
during previous high-water years. 

WINTER AND SPRING PRECIPITATION INCHES DEPTH ON WATERSHED AREA 



Date 


ITpper Halny 
Watershed 


Lower Ralnv 
Watershed 


Lake Of the Woods 
(Proper) Water- 
shed 


Total Lake of the 
Woods Watershed 


Nov.- 
Apr. 
Incl. 

10.8 
10.0 
8.4 
7.7 
12.5 
10.3 


Nov.- 
June 
incl. 

17.2 
19.5 
18.8 
•12.2 
19.4 
17.2 


Nov.- 
Apr. 
incl. 


Nov.- 
June 
bid. 


Nov.- 
Apr. 
Incl. 


Nov.- 
June 
incl. 


Nov.- Nov.- 
Apr. June 
liicK inrl. 


1877-78 


11.1 
9.3 
8.9 
9.4 

10.0 
8.0 


18.1 
20.9 
18.5 
tl4.6 
18.8 
14.6 


10.9 
8.0 
8.8 
7.7 
8.3 
6.7 


17.9 
17.6 
18.0 
til. 7 
13,9 
12.3 


10.8 ! 17 3 


1879-80 


0.4 ' 19.4 


1895-96 


8, 5 17. 4 


1896-^7 


8.2 1 5 12.7 
10.9 17 6 


1915-18 


1915-16 t 


8b 9 15.8 







• 19.2 Inchidlng July. 

1 22.1 including July. 

1 18.2 including July. 



* 19.7 inoUidinK Jul v. 

1 Dednctine precipitation which occurred 
as rain Nov. 1 to 10. 



It appears from this table that the precipitation over the upper 
Rainy watershed between November 1, 1915, and May 1, 1916, was 
18% greater than in any one of the 44 previous years for which we 
have records, and 25% greater than in 1880, when the precipitation 
from November 1 to Jime 30 was a maximum. 

Ordinarily, substantially all of the precipitation over the Lake 
of the Woods watershed between November 1 and April 1 occurs as 
snow. Nearly all of the November, 1915, precipitation, however, fell 
as rain during the first ten days of the month and kept up the lake 
levels during the succeeding winter as shown by the records. • The 
spring break-up was, on the whole, more gradual than usual, resulting 
in higher evaporation losses from the melting snow and a more gradual 
runoff of snow-water. Were it not for these ameliorating conditions 
the lakes would have reached a higher stage than they did, — a ^tage 
which, nevertheless, was the highest reached within the period of 
record. Namakan Lake rose to 511.2, PubUc Works datum, in May; 
Rainy Lake rose to 500.9, PubUc Works datum, in Jime, and the 
Lake of the Woods rose to 1064.0, sea-level datum, in July. 

It may here be remarked, that if the outlets had been as in a 
state of nature, in 1916, Namakan Lake, according to our computa- 
tions, would have risen to about 607.5 early in June; Rainy Lake to 
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499.6 near the end of June, and Lake of the Woods would have risen 
to 1060.6 near the end of July. 

In this connection, it is interiesting to note that Lac La Croix, 
one of the larger uncontrolled boimdary lakes above the Namakan 
Lake system, reached a stajge in May which was 1.3 feet above the 
principal water-mark on this lake and a little over two feet below 
the extreme high-water mark. The stage to which this lake rose 
is relatively the same as the natural stages we have computed for 
the three large storage lakes, and tends to support the computations. 
The reason that the levels to which these lakes would have risen under 
natural conditions in 1916 did not surpass in stage even the most 
extreme high-water mark shown by the lichen on the rocky shores 
of the lakes, notwithstanding the fact that the winter precipitation 
was the highest recorded, is found in the character and distribution 
of this precipitation and the temperatures which prevailed during 
the spring, coupled with the fact that the May and June precipitation 
was much less than during the year 1880 when the extreme high- 
water marks on this system of lakes as visable prior to 1916 were 
probably reached, if not indeed formed. 

BEARING OF 1916 FLOOD CONDmONS ON FUTURE REGULATION 

Rather more important than the actual levels which prevailed 
on the three principal storage reservoirs of the Lake of the Woods 
watershed, or those which would have prevailed if these storage lakes 
had been in their natural condition, are the probable levels which 
would have resulted if certain sjrstems of regulation had been in force. 

In making a study of such probable levels, it is necessary to 
assume certain definite methods of regulation. Such methods of 
regulation, which are here necessarily assumed to be conventional and 
rigidly applied, may usually be considerably improved upon through 
the exercise of good judgment and foresight in the actual manipu- 
lation of the regulating works. 

The two main factors involved in future regulation of these lakes 
are storage capacity at the beginning of the period of flood flow from 
the tributary watersheds and the capacity of the respective outlets 
of the storage reservoirs for the discharge of flood waters. Reliance 
cannot be placed upon the possibility that, under futiu-e methods of 
regulation permitting the advantageous use of these waters, a larger 
amount of storage capacity will be available on Rainy and Namakan 
Lakes in the spring of wet years than was available on April 11, 1916. 
The discharge capacity of the regulating dams at the outlets of these 
two reservoirs is ample,* although better gate operating machinery 
should be installed at both dams. 

* Canada's navigation channel Is at present used as a sluiceway by the power company. 1/ the six 
Canadian canal sluices were closed, the total discharge capacity of the International Falls-Fort Frances 
dam and power plants, between lake stages of 497 and 409.5, would, under present conditions at Pithers 
Rapids, be reduced by about 8000 c. f. s. 
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The only way that a repetition of the 1916 flood conditions on 
the Upper Rainy watershed could be prevented in the future is by 
having in force by the beginning of the spring break-up, improved 
methods of regulating the outflow from Eainy Lake, based upon full 
knowledge of the governing meteorological and hydrological phe- 
nomena. Prompt action about April 1, is essential to a complete 
control of the flood water on this Lake. 

During extreme spring floods, the Little Fork and the Big Fork 
Rivers produce excessive backwater at the Litemational Falls-Fort 
Frances dam. On April 20, 1916, this backwater amounted to 9 feet. 
In order to permit of the advantageous utilization of the waters flow- 
ing from Rainy Lake for power purposes at International Falls and 
Fort Frances, it is impracticable to require that a specified amount of 
water shall be discharged through the regulating works at all times 
after a certain stage in the lake has been reached because of the exces- 
sive backwater which suddenly results whenever the Little Fork and 
the Big Fork Rivers reach flood stage. One reasonable requirement, 
for example, would appear to be that in a year of excessive winter 
precipitation the discharge from Rainy Lake be increased on April 1 to 
an amoimt which, in the event of a sudden increment of 7 or 8 feet of 
backwater, would not raise the tailwater level above a stage permitting 
of reasonably satisfactory operation of the mills and the power plant 
at International Falls and Fort Frances. The highest tailwater stage 
reached in 1916 was 476.5, Public Works Datum, corresponding to a 
discharge, without backwater, of 38,100 c. f . s. A stage of 477 Public 
Works Datum, corresponding to a discharge of 39,700 c. f . s. may be 
taken as about the highest practicable tailwater stage. If, on April 1, 
1916, the discharge from Rainy Lake had been increased to 16,730 c.f .s. 
corresponding to a tailwater level of 468.5, and had been held at this 
elevation anticipating the arrival of backwater froin the Little Fork 
River, which actually began to manifest itself about April 12, and 
then after the Little Fork River had crested, the discharge had been 
increased so as to raise the tailwater level to 476.5 or as near to this 
as the discharge capacity of the dam permitted at the given lake 
stage, and had been held at that elevation until Rainy Lake had 
crested, it would have been possible to have prevented the level of 
Rainy Lake from rising above ejevation 497.2, which is more than 
2 feet less than the stage to which this lake would have risen under 
natural conditions. 

If, on the other hand, under the actual conditions of dischargOi 
Rainy Lake had been permitted to fifl to 497 before the wasting of 
water commenced and the discharge had then been increased so 
as to raise the tailwater level as near as possible to 476.5, and had 
been maintained at this value until Ramy Lake had crested, a maxi- 
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mum elevation of 498.2 would have been reached. If the ordinary 
maximum level on Rainy Lake were increased from 497 to 499.5 
Public Works Datum, the discharge capacity of the outlet of Rainy 
Lake^ in time of flood would be considerably increased. If, under 
those conditions, the discharge were increased until a tailwater level 
of 477 were reached a flood inflow equal to that of 1916 coidd be 
absorbed through the use of .7 foot instead of 1.2 foot excess storage, 
assuming a full reservoir on May 1. If, however, regulation had 
been taken in hand April 1, it would have been possible to prevent 
Rainy Lake from rising above the 499.5 level without even utilizing 
the full discharge capacity. 

It is imperative, however, that proper precautions should be 
taken to prevent the. formation of log jams at the Pithers Rapids 
bridge and £he escape of logs from the storage booms on both sided 
of Rainy River between the Lake and the dam in time of flood. 

It may here be noted that the 1916 flood inflow into Rainy Lake 
was equal to the inflow which, with the outlet as in a state of nature 
would have produced a stage in Rainy Lake equal to the natural 
extreme high-water marks as shown by the lichen on the rocky shores. 

If the outflow from Rainy Lake were limited to that prevailing 
at similar stages in a state of nature, any regulation of Rainy Lake, 
to an ordinary maximum level of 497.0 which would have permitted 
the reasonably advantageous use of the waters flowing from that 
lake for power and milling purposes at International Falls and Fort 
Frances during 1916, would have resulted in a lake stage of 500.7. 
In order to permit such advantageous utilization of the waters of 
Rainy Lake, and, at the same time, prevent the lake from reaching 
excessive flood stages, it is necessary to utiUze a larger outflow capacity 
than existed in a state of nature, and to exercise foresight in the con- 
trol of the outflow at the time of the spring break-up. The effect 
of higher than natural rates of outflow from Rainy Lake is not appre- 
ciable below the mouth of the Little Fork River. In the lower 
reaches of Rainy River the stage is determined by the level of the 
Lake of the Woods and flood discharges from the lower tributaries 
combined with moderate discharges from Rainy Lake. By increas- 
ing the outflow capacity, a higher ordinary stage is possible for any 
given extreme stage. 

If it were not for navigation on the Rainy River, backwater 
conditions at Fort Frances and International Falls could be con- 
siderably alleviated by an enlai^ement of the channel at the Manitou 
Rapids where at present there is a rapid increase in fall during high- 
water stages. 

The total amount of water which ran off from the watershed 
tributary to the Lake of the Woods during high-water years, for 
which we have records, is showa in the table following. 
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INFLOW INTO LAKE OF THE WOODS 

INCHES DEPTH ON WATERSHED OF 26 J50 SQUARE MILES 



Month. 


1896 


1607 


1916 


April 


1.49 

2.57 

2.30 •2.23 

1.41 •1.32 


2.02 
1.60 
1.76 
2.08 


•1.67 
•1.70 
•1.94 


1 m 


i2y!::.;:::::. :.:::.:...: 


2.85 


Juno -. -,-,-.,,-,-.-,,,,,-,- ,,.„,-. 


2.12 


July 


1.52 








Total 


7.77 7.61 


7.60 


7.33 


7.81 







• Inflow revised in aooordance with 1916 high-water dischars 
level of 1047.0 show a decrease from the value f^i ven in Table 92, of 8 
less for lower stages and becoming zero at 1042.0. 



measurements which at a taHwater 
00 c.f.s. or 8%. the difference growing 



It will be noted from this table that the quantity of water which 
reached Lake of the Woods in 1916 was slightly greater than the 
greatest amount which reached it in any previous year since the 
beginning of records in 1892. 

The inflow, however, was still materially less than flood inflows 
which occurred previous to 1892, as shown by the fact that the 1916 
inflow would, under natural conditions, have produced a stage of 
only about 1061 as against an extreme natural high-water stage of 
1062.5, evidenced by the water marks on the rocky shores. 

The flood stage which will, be reached on Lake of the Woods 
under regulation in a season like 1916 will be dependent very largely 
upon the stage which will prevail on this lake at the time of the 
spring break-up. The greater the rate of controlled, utilized outflow, 
the less, on an average, will be the reserve storage capacity required 
to absorb excessive floods, although the extreme requirement may 
not be altered unless foresight is exercised in wasting water before 
the spring break-up. All regulated rates of outflow greater than 
substantially 11,000 c.f.s. which might have been maintained over 
the previous dry period, would have reduced the excess storage 
required if no water had been wasted in advance. No excess storage 
would have been required in 1916 if the ordinary rate of outflow 
had been 12,000 c.f.s. This rate could have been secured with 100 
billion cubic feet of storage on the Upper Rainy watershed, a regu- 
lated outflow of 8,000 c.f.s. from Rainy Lake, and 7.87 feet draft 
on Lake of the Woods; or with 150 billion cubic feet of storage on the 
Upper Rainy watershed, a regulated outflow of 8,000 c.f.s. from 
Rainy Lake and 6.66 draft on Lake of the Woods. The results of 
these and other combinations of regulation are shown on Plates 
135A, B and C. The regulated outflow from Lake of the Woods 
does not affect the reserve storage capacity required during a series 
of wet years, however, as the reservoir is full at the beginning of the 
period of flood runoff, unless water is purposely wasted, as it should 
be, to provide for the spring flood. 
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The present capacity of the channel leadmg to the Norman Dam 
is entirely inadequate for controlhng such volumes of flood water as 
reached the Lake during 1916 and other high-water years. If the 
discharge capacity were increased so that when the reservoir was full, 
a total of 40,000 c. f. s. could be discharged from the lake through 
all outlets, and if, in time .of flood, the controfling works were kept 
open 30 that as the Lake rose above its ordinary maximum level the 
outflow would be increased, the level of the Lake of the Woods could, 
during 1896 and 1916, without the exercise of foresight, have been 
controlled within the limits shown in the following table: 



Kegulated Diaoharge Irom Upper Bainy Beaervdn, 100 billion ou. ft storage 



Required Flood Re- 
serve On Lake of 
the Woods 




Natural... 
7,680 c. f. 8 

8,000 

9,000 

10,000 



A change in the outflow capacity of Lake of the Woods under 
various methods of regulation on the Upper Rainy watershed, would 
have influenced the excess storage or flood reserve reqtiired in 1916 
as follows: 

LAKE OF THE WOODS 





Excess Storage or flood leserve in feet lequiied in 1916 for given 
rates of regulated outflow and storage on Upper Rainy reservoirB. 
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C.f.8. 
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10000 
c.f.s. 
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billion. 


9000 

c.f.s. 

100 
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c.ts. 
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biUlon. 
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O.f.8. 
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bUlion. 


8000 

cts. 

160 
biUion. 


7680 
o.f.s. 

100 
hilUon. 


Natural 


Ity Lake of the Woods (increaae 
4000 c. f. 8. per ft. inciease in stage): 

40,000c.f.s 

45000 


0.88 
0.58 
0.38 

1.30 
0.48 
0.84 


0.85 
0.58 
0.38 

0.94 
0.48 
0.66 


1.26 
0.69 
0.34 

1.76' 
0.44 


0.78 
0.64 
0.84 

0.88 
0.44 


2.01 
1.48 
0.95 

2.60 
1.41 
1.69 


1.07 
0.52 
0.30 

1.53 
0.40 
1.69 


2.34 
1.82 
1.32 

3.17 
1.88 


1.15 
0.72 


60,000 


0.35 


itv Lake of the Woods (no Increase 
with increase in stage): 
40,000c. f.s 


1.65 


48,000 


0.61 


48.000* 


1.19 











* ICaximiun flood reserve required during any season of past 24 years. 

With a continuous outflow of 48,000 c. f. s. during the flood 
period and an inflow equal to that which produced the natural ex- 
treme high-water marks of about 1062.5, excess storage equal to 3.5 
feet would have been required. With a continuous outflow of 40,000 
o. f. s. under the same conditions excess storage of 5.0 feet would 
have been required. This inflow would be comparable with the 1916 
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inflow into Rainy Lake and emphasizes the necessity of securing the 
largest practicable outflow capacity and of exercising foresight by 
providing storage capacity for flood water. An increase of 10,000 
c. f. s. in outflow capacity, for example, would reduce the flood re- 
serve by practically 1.0 foot. By providing for some storage capacity 
even though water must be wasted in the early spring, so that by 
the time of the beginning of the spring break-up a certain amount of 
storage capacity would be available as a precaution against floods^ 
the excess storage might be reduced by approximately, although not 
quite, a corresponding amount. 

In so far as human foresight is concerned, regulation of the 
outflow from the Lake of the Woods with a view to preventing 
abnormal stages in that lake, can be much more easily accomplished 
than similar regulation on Rainy Lake. The condition of the Rainy 
Lake and the Namakan Lake reservoirs, together with the pre- 
cipitation on the tributary watershed, will always be a valuable 
indication of the amount of water to be expected on the Lake of 
the Woods, so that water may be wasted in the spring after an ample 
supply for possible succeeding dry years is assured, in order to pro- 
vide some storage capacity for spring flood water and prevent an 
undue rise in lake level or excessive rates of discharge. 

If, however, no judgment or foresight is exercised in providing 
storage for extreme flood inflows and if the waste gates controlling 
the outflow from Lake of the Woods and Rainy Lake were not 
opened by those in immediate charge until ten days after the begin- 
ning of the break-up. Rainy Lake would rise nearly 1 foot and Lake 
of the Woods would rise about 1.4 foot. In the next ten days both 
Lakes would rise about 1.4 foot. The reason that Rainy Lake, in 
spite of its relatively smaller area, does not rise tnore rapidly than 
Lake of the Woods is due to the fact that the crest of the flood 
inflow into Lake of the Woods is reached suddenly in April, almost 
inunediately after the beginning of the spring break-up, whereas 
the flood inflow into Rainy Lake increases very gradually, reaching 
its maximimi about a month later. 

DESIRABLE LEVELS AND METHODS OF REGULATION 

At the Pubhc Hearings, navigation interests in Canada indicated 
1060.5 to 1061 as a desirable ordinary maximum level, and 1056 
as the lowest desirable level during the navigation season. Inter- 
ests in the United States have indicated that stages above 1060.8 
would require some strengthening of existing structures at Warroad 
and Zippol, and that lower stages would permit of satisfactory navi- 
gation in the southern portion of the lake. At the Hearings on the 
question of the diversion of water from Shoal Lake by the Greater 
Winnipeg Water District, the United States Engineer OfiBlcer in 
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chaise of navigation improvements on the Lake of the Woods indi- 
cated that the cost of dredging deeper channels in Warroad and Zip- 
pel Harbors was about $9,600 per foot of increased depth. Smnmer 
resort interests on the northern portion of the Lake of the Woods 
have indicated a level of 1060.6 as the most desirable level from 
their viewpoint. Lumbering and milling interests at the outlets 
have indicated that stages below 1057 result in increased towing 
and mill pond costs. The water powers at the outlets have indicated 
that at stages below 1057 they have difficulty in getting water to 
their turbines. The principal requirement of the fishing interests 
IB a fairly uniform and not too high a level. The agricultural inter- 
ests, of course, are best served by a low level. 

Now, in order to secure the most advantageous use of the waters 
of the Lake of the Woods for these various purposes, it is impossible 
to establish a level or range of levels which will be equally advan- 
tageous to all interests involved. The most advantageous use, as 
previously stated, must be interpreted as meaning the greatest aggre- 
gate advantage to all interests involved. Were it not for the fact 
that various interests have become well established around the Lake 
of the Woods, the best use which could be made of the waters of 
the Lake and of the riparian lands smrounding it, would unques- 
tionably be to give the lake, under control, a range in level at least 
equal to the greatest range which prevailed under natural conditions, 
with a view to securing the greatest possible equalization of outflow 
for the purpose of power development on the Winnipeg River be- 
low the outlets of the Lake. The needs of the power interests, how- 
ever, can be reasonably well met by scientific regulation between 
much narrower limits than prevailed imder natural conditions. 

At the Public Hearings, these power interests clearly indicated 
their present preference for such regulation of the outflow from Lake 
of the Woods as will result in the greatest possible increase in depend- 
able flow from that lake. YHiile future regulation will not be a rigid 
application of either of the two toethods termed by us "Method A" 
and "Method B," nevertheless, such regulation is bound to be typical 
of either one method or the other. That- is, futm-e regulation will 
have in view either the increase in dependable flow or the increase in 
utilizable flow. If the expressed wishes of the water powers on the 
Winnipeg River are met, the aim of future regulation of the outflow 
from the Lake of the Woods will differ radically from the regulation 
which has prevailed in the past. The aim will be to increase the 
dependable flow rather than to maintain the level of the lake as 
nearly uniform as possible throughout a series of years. Through 
an increase in outflow capacity, however, it will also be possible to 
effect a substantial equalization of levels diu-ing the open season. 
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Certain power interests on the Winnipeg River have expressed 
themselves as opposed to the use of auxiliary steam power during 
protracted periods of low water. This means that for some time 
at least they desire r^ulation of the type which we have termed 
''Method A" and which aims to increase the dependable flow as op- 
posed to the average utilizable flow. A large dependable flow means 
large reservoir storage capacity. Such storage capacity, while it may, 
in part, be secured on Rainy Lake, the lakes above Kettle Falls, and 
on minor storage lakes, must, in the main, be secured on the Lake of 
the Woods itself, on account of the relatively large area of that lake 
as compared with the area of the other storage lakes. A large amount 
of storage on Lake of the Woods means a considerable range in level. 
This may be secured by either a high maximum level or a low mini- 
mum level or both, although the range may still be considerably less 
than that which prevailed under natural conditions. 

The power interests at the outlet of Rainy Lake have already 
installed machinery for the utilization of considerably more than the 
greatest possible dependable outflow from that lake which can be se- 
cured from the greatest probable future storage. These interests in 
the future, as in the past, will no doubt desire to secure the greatest 
possible increase in flow within the limits of its utilization by the 
machinery already installed, when co5rdinated to the demand upon 
the output of the mills and the power plant. That is, future regula- 
tion on Rainy Lake, to best subserve those interests, will be of the 
type which we have termed "Method B." 

EXCESS STORAGE vi. INCREASED OUTFIjOW CAPACITY 

It has already been indicated that in the case of Rainy Lake, it 
is impracticable to require a definite rate of outflow to be maintained 
in time of flood as long as the lake stage remains above any given pre- 
determined level. A considerably higher than natural outflow capac- 
ity can be advantageously utilized, however, and the necessity for 
excess storage in time of flood greatly minimized if not entirely elimi- 
nated. 

In the case of the Lake of the Woods, the tailwater level is 
dependent merely upon the discharge from the Lake and is not sub- 
ject to backwater conditions from tributaries below. In view of this 
fact, it will be possible to provide and utihze a certain outflow capac- 
ity whenever the lake has reached a given level and to utihze this 
capacity to the extent of maintaining a given discharge at times of 
extraordinary inflow until a predetennined lake stage has again been 
reached. 

The securing of increased outflow capacity necessitates consid- 
erable rock excavation, and the increased discharge from the lake 
results in increased tailwater levels. The greater the outflow capac- 
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itj; the less the reserve storage capacity required, i. e. the smaller the 
amount of excess water which must be temporarily stored on the lake 
because it cannot be discharged as rapidly as it runs in. For exam- 
ple, a discharge capacity of 48,000 c. f. s. would, during the 1916 
flood, have necessitated about 1 foot less excess storage than an out- 
flow capacity of 40,000 c. f . s. The exact difference would be depend- 
ent somewhat upon the storage on the Upper Rainy watershed and 
the ordinary rate of discharge from those reservoirs. 

If full compensation is given for a flowage easement over all 
lands flooded or injuriously affected by even the highest occasional 
stage, then an increase in outflow capacity from 40,000 to 48,000 
c. f . s. will, by reducing the excess storage by about 1 foot, permit of 
an increase of nearly an equivalent amount in the ordinary maximum 
level without additional compensation to riparian owners. 'An in- 
crease of 1 foot in range of level on Lake of the Woods means an 
increase of about 750 c. f . s. in dependable outflow, varying of course, 
with available storage and methods of regulation on Rainy Lake 
and Lake of the Woods. This is equivalent to an increase of about 
20,000 h. p. in the potential water-power on the Winnipeg River. It 
is apparent that the cost of securing the increased outflow capacity, 
together with such damage as may result to navigation and power 
interests at the outlet, and to riparian owners on the Winnipeg River 
below the outlets, would be clearly overbalanced by the value of the 
power which can be secured by means of the additional range in stage. 

As a reasonable amount of reserve storage capacity must be pro- 
vided, however, in order to take care of sudden increases in lake level 
due to excessive precipitation on the lake area itself and on the rocky 
portions of the watershed immediately tributary, it is not believed 
desirable to increase the outflow capacity at the ordinary maximum 
level or reservoir-full stage to more than about 48,000 c. f. s. 

If, on the other hand, the range in levels were not changed, not- 
withstanding an increase in discharge capacity, the smaller amount 
of excess storage necessary would result in either a reduction in the 
amount of land required for flowage or else both ordinary maximum 
and minimum levels could be increased and, consequently, the cost 
of excavation in navigation channels and in the headraces of the 
power plants at the outlets could be diminished. 

In view of frequent rises in lake level as the result of wind and in 
view of occasional rises in ordinary level as the result of flood inflows 
coupled with wind effect, it would appear that the injurious effect of 
any given regulated level would be limited to about 2.75 feet above 
the ordinary maximum stage> consisting of 1.25 feet for excess stor- 
age in time of flood, and of 1.50 feet for seepage and wind. effects, 
l^at is, for example, if compensation were offered to elevation 1064 
the ordinary maximum level might be placed at 1061.25. 

9889^-17 ^17 
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ENLARGING THE OimXTS 

Under existing physical conditions the discharge capacity of all 
the outlets of the Lake of the Woods at a level of 1061, including 
water discharged through the power plants, is approximately 32,000 
c. f. 8. Most of the increased outflow capacity necessary for satis- 
factory regulation can best be secured through rock excavation in the 
Western Outlet in the vicinity of the Canadian Pacific Railway bridge 
and the site of the old Rollerway Dam. The cost of excavation 
increases rapidly with increased outflow capacity secured. It does 
not appear economical to attempt to secure more than an aggregate 
of 47,000 c. f. s. outflow capacity at a stage of 1061. Of this amount 
about 40,000 c. f . s. discharge capacity can be seciired in the Western 
Outlet through about 46,000 cu. yds. of rock excavation. About 
2000 c.f . s. can be discharged through the Keewatin Flour Mills and 
500 to 700 c. f . s. through the old Keewatin Lumber & Mfg. Go's head- 
works which should be replaced by a permanent structure and the ap* 
proach channel cleaned out. The Kenora Power Plant in the Eastern 
Outlet can be slightly remodeled and the channel enlarged so that 
about 4500 c. f . s. can be discharged through this outlet. By excavat- 
. ing above the present plant and then building permanent headworks to 
control the flow, the uncompleted portion of the plant can be remod- 
eled and enlarged to permit placing three modem vertical-shaft, 
high-capacity turbine units. This would substantially increase the 
capacity of the plant under all ordinary conditions and would more 
than compensate for the loss of power resulting from possible high 
tailwater stages if flood discharges ever become necessary in the 
future. By delaying the installation of machinery the channel pro- 
vided could be advantageoulsy used for the discharge of water from 
the lake during the enlargement of the Western Outlet so that in all 
probability this work could be done in the dry. 

A discharge capacity of 47,000 c. f . s. at a stage of 1061 wiU give 
a capacity of 48,000 c. f . s. at 1061.25. While the discharge capacity 
would increase further with increased lake stage it appears best to 
definitely limit the discharge to 48,000 c. f . s. This would also limit 
the flowage line in the river below the outlets and permit improve- 
ments to be made imder fixed Conditions. Moreover, if good fore- 
sight is exercised it wiU never be necessary to utilize a discharge capac^ 
ity of even 48,000 c. f . s. so that there would be no return from invest- 
ments in flowage rights for higher discharges. 

THE CONTROLLING WORKS 

The regulation of the outflow from the Lake of the Woods 
involves the use of controlling works. The present Norman Dam in 
the Western Outlet is well adapted to such use. Although built for 
power purposes it has sufficient wasteway capacity to discharge all 
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the flood water that need ever be drawn from the lake through this 
outlet.* 

Inasmuch as any power plant operating at the Norman Dam site 
might reasonably be expected to provide sufficient wasteway capacity 
in the dam to pass the natural flood flow of about 29,000 c. f . s. at a 
lake stage of 1061, only an additional wasteway capacity of 11,000 
c. f. s. would be reqtdred in the event that existing wasteways or 
flumes of equivalent capacity are in the future utilized for water- 
power purposes. Although the necessary chaimel enlargement and 
higher lake levels than prevailed under natural conditions would 
enhance the value of the Norman Dam as a water-power site by 
increasing the available head, the discharge of more water than 
would pass through the Western Outlet in a state of nature would 
decrease the head and to that extent depreciate the water-power 
value of the site. 

However, if all the power plants at the outlets are willing to 
forego the small increase in head resulting from maintaining the 
level of the lake as dose to the ordinary maximum stage as possible, 
well into the spring, and will agree to the drawing down of the reser- 
voir in anticipation of spring floods no extreme high rates of dis- 
charge will ever become necessary and the value of the Norman Dam 
as a power site will be correspondingly increased. Such regulation 
would clearly appear desirable as it would make a power develop- 
ment at the Norman Dam reasonably feasible, particularly for manu- 
facturing purposes. An occasional reduction in available power due 
to low head in time of flood discharge is not such a serious considera- 
tion for manufacturing plants as it is for hydro-electric plants. 

In case a power plant is to be installed at the Norman Dam the 
best procedure would appear to be to remove the leaky rock fill and 
then to build the power plant in this location using the present 
sluiceways as wasteways for controlling the flood water. 

DEPENDABLE OUTFLOW FROM LAKE OF THE WOODS 

As previously stated, water-power interests on the Wiimipeg 
River have expressed a decided preference for such regulation of 
the outflow from Lake of the Woods as will give them, for at least 
many years to come, as large a dependable flow as possible. They 
have also indicated, that in the distant future, after all of the avail- 
able power sites on the river have been developed, regulation to 
increase the utilizable flow so as to permit the installation of addi- 
tional hydro-electric machinery at all of the sites, in conjunction 
with auxiUary steam power plants, as against regulation to increase 
the dependable flow, rrmi possibly become the more desirable method 
of regulation. 

«B^port of CoiwUtixig BngfiiMn (Plates) Plate 37. 
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In endeavoring to determine an ordinary maximum stage and 
range of leveLs which will result in the greatest aggregate benefit to 
the various interests using the waters of the Lake of the Woods and 
the shores and harbors thereof, it is desirable to have in mind the 
reasons why a large dependable outflow will probably make any 
radical change in the futiu^e regulation undesirable. The present or 
near future requirement by the Winnipeg River power interests of a 
large, dependable flow, arises from the fact that, leaving load factor 
out of consideration for the moment, hydro-electric machinery is 
being installed with a view to using only the regulated flow of the 
stream which can be depended upon with certainty throughout the 
most abnormal period of dry years. As the expenditure required in 
the construction of a water power plant consists very lai^ely of 
development expense, lands, flowage and rights of way for trans- 
mission lines, railroads, highways, construction plant, coflferdams 
and excavation, and of permanent structures such as dams, the cost 
of the water-power development per h. p. of instaUaHon and output 
reduces rapidly with any increase in the total turbine capacity 
installed. 

The greatest turbine capacity which it would appear feasible to 
instaU for the purpose of utilizing outflow from the Lake of the 
Woods alone in power development on the Winnipeg River under 
any method of regulation is 16,000 c. f. s. With such an instaUed 
turbine capacity and with 100 billion cu. ft. of storage capacity on 
the Upper Rainy watershed and 5 feet draft on Lake of the Woods, 
an average flow of about 14^750 c. f. s. could be utilized. Under 
these conditions, the low water flow in a series of dry years might 
drop below 8000 c. f . s. and an auxiliary steam or other power plant 
woiild have to be available to supply the deficiency in power devel- 
oped from the low-water flow. If a dependable flow of only 8000 
c. f . s. could be secured, the cost of water-power, per h. p, output, de- 
veloped by an installation using up to 16,000 c. f . s. when available, 
averaging 14,750 c. f. s., would be only about 75% of the cost for an 
installation using a dependable flow of 8000 c. f . s. If, however, the 
dependable flow were increased to 12,000 c. f . s. the cost of water- 
power, per h, p. output, produced by the 16,000 c. f. s. instaUation 
would be about 96% of that produced by the 12,000 c. f. s. instal- 
lation. If primary power* is being considered the 16,000 c. f. s. 
installation would require a large steam auxiliary plant. The 12,000 
c. f . s. installation would require none. 

The greater the dependable flow, the less the probability of a 
change in method of regulation being desired in the future by the 
water-power interests on the Winnipeg River. If a dependable 
flow of 11,000 or 12,000 c. f. s. can be secured, there is little proba- 

* By primary power is bare meant power which is availabia dnrliig all hours of all days of alliyeazB. 
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bility of a radical change in method of regulation being desirable in 
the future. On the other hand, if a dependable flow of only 8000 or 
9000 c. f. 8. can be secured^ it is certain that a change in method of 
regulation will ultimately be required. Such a change, while affect- 
ing primarily the interests in Canada, would be difficult to make, as 
it doubtless would not be required nor desired by all of the water 
powers on the River at one and the same time. 

In the ''Advance Sheets" edition of our Report we expressed a 
preference for the method of regulation which aims to increase the 
utilizable flow — that is, ''Method B" for both Rainy Lake and Lake 
of the Woods. In the light of additional information presented at 
the Public Hearings, however, it appears that while "Method B" 
is clearly preferable for Rainy Lake, "Method A" is themore desirable 
for the Lake of the Woods for the present, and ako for the future if a 
auffiderUly large dependable outflow can he secured. 

A lai^e, dependable outflow requires a large reservoir storage ca- 
pacity. On page 216 of this Report we have added a table showing 
the dependable outflow from Lake of the Woods which could be 
secured by forty-two different combinations of methods of regulation 
and available storage on the Upper Rainy reservoirs and on the Lake 
of the Woods. It is apparent from this table that the dependable 
outflow from Lake of the Woods is intimately related to the average 
r^ulated discharge from Rainy Lake. A moderately low rate of 
discharge from Rainy Lake — Uiat is, about 8000 c. f. s. — ^is most 
advantageous to an increase in dependable outflow from Lake of the 
Woods. It appears, further, that an increase in storage on the Upper 
Rainy watershed is more effective in increasing the dependable out- 
flow from Lake of the Woods for all drafts on storage in that lake 
exceeding 5 feet if the additional storage over and above 100 billion 
cu. ft. is used from year to year as required, than if it is held merely 
for the purpose of increasing the extreme low-water flow from Rainy 
Lake. This is well shown by the mass curve, Plate 135B and the 
table on page 216. 

ADVANTAGES OF VARIOUSLY STORING WATER 

In securing an increase in dependable outflow from the Lake of 
the Woods, water stored directly on that lake has the greatest value, 
because it is certain to be available at the right time. This reservoir 
may be designated the '^primary reservoir. '^ Inasmuch as water 
stored on Rainy Lake can so readily be released and will so soon reach 
the Lake of the Woods, storage on that lake, at least if the outflow is 
regulated according to '^ Method B," possess equal value with storage 
on Lake of the Woods itself. Storage in Namakan Lake is not quite 
as valuable, because the discharge capacity, when the reservoir is 
nearly empty, is limited. The difference in value, however, is rela- 
tively small. The Rainy Lake and Namakan Lake reservoirs will be 
referred to as '* secondary reservoirs." 
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Storage of water in minor storage lakes, a considerable distance 
above the Lake of the Woods, is not as desirable as storage on that 
lake. Although it will, no doubt, usually be possible to deliver the 
available water from these lakes to the Lake of the Woods when 
needed, nevertheless, as a result of irregular precipitation, the minor 
reservoirs may not all be full at the critical time. A system of r^:u- 
lation which would insure the water in the minor reservoirs being 
released whenever, after about midsummer, it could readily be held 
in the primary or secondary reservoirs below, would come about as 
near as possible to making such stored water available in full measure 
for increasing the dependable outflow from the Lake of the Woods. 

Another circumstance which tends to depreciate the value of 
storage on the smaller lakes, to some extent, is the increase in inflow 
into the primary reservoirs in flood times as a necessary consequence 
of holding these storage lakes, during the various seasons of the year, 
at higher than natural stages. The reserve storage capacity required 
on the primary or secondary reservoirs to absorb the increased rates 
of inflow must be deducted from the capacity of the minor reservoirs 
in arriving at the effective storage capacity of these reservoirs. 
Moreover, the natural equalizing effect of the lakes constituting these 
reservoir sites must be considered in arriving at the effective storage 
capacity of the minor reservoirs. In no instance can the available 
storage capacity of these reservoirs be determined on the basis of 
depth of storage between extreme low water and the flowage line. 
The effective depth of storage varies with a number of conditions. 
It cannot bo exactly determined unless long-time records of inflow 
into the natural lakes are available. This is not the case on the 
Upper Rainy watershed. An approximation to the effective depth 
of possible storage on these lakes can be derived by estimating the 
stage in the lakes, at the beginning of the extreme dry spell, from 
one to three weeks (depending on their location) before Rainy Lake 
and the lakes above Kettle Fallshave fallen to the stage at which 
stored water will be drawn upon, and subtracting this from the stage 
corresponding to a full reservoir. It is evident from this that the 
effective storage capacity of most lakes at ordinary high-water mark 
in a state of nature is relatively smaU. The principal storage must 
be secured by raising the lakes to higher stages than natural high- 
water mark. With Rainy Lake at a stage of 497 Public Works datum 
only about 2 to 4 feet out of a total draft of from 7 to 9 feet repre- 
sents effective storage, over and above that provided by nature, 
which, under the most favorable regulation, could serve to increase 
the dependable outflow from the Lake of the Woods. 

When operated to alleviate extreme flood conditions on the pri- 
mary reservoirs, the minor storage reservoirs woidd be kept as nearly 
empty as possible except in the occasional year of extreme flood. 
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When operated to aid in increasing the dependable outflow from 
the primary reservoirs, the minor reservoirs would be kept as nearly- 
full as possible until the water was needed in the primary reservoirs. 
When so operated, the minor reservoirs would be full after the 
spring break-up except during the occasional period of extreme 
drought, and hence would necessarily increase the flood inflow into 
the secondary reservoirs. 

The construction of dams on lakes far removed from railways, 
highways, or waterways is necessarily expensive, and the smaller 
the reservoir, the greater the relative cost of operation and mainte- 
nance. The structures must usually be built of rock-fiUed timber 
cribs which may require replacement even before the stored water 
has once been of seryice. Unless great fluctuation in level above 
the ordinary flowage level is to be permitted, almost constant atten- 
dance is required at the dam. 

A few of the larger unutilized lakes are undoubtedly worthy 
of further and more detailed study, and will very probably be found 
to constitute desirable storage sites. With this possibility in view, 
it would appear desirable for each Federal Government, respectively, 
in granting patents to riparian lands on lakes which later may possibly 
be utilized as storage reservoirs, to retain a flowage easement over 
such lands up to, say, 5 feet above the natural extreme high-water 
level of these lakes or to such other level as upon examination may 
appear most desirable. Such action would fully safeguard future 
interests in the utilization of these waters for power and navigation 
purposes. In the future, when authorizing the construction of dams 
at the outlets of such lakes, the Governments might, if they so desired, 
require payment of an amount representing the depreciation in value 
of the riparian lands resulting from the attachment of the flowage 
easement. 

It is probable that the increase in dependable outflow from Lake 
of the Woods through storage of water in minor reservoirs must 
remain an incidental benefit, and subject to the advantageous local 
use of the water flowing from these reservoirs for power purposes 
whenever such use is practicable! and economical. 

The use of the minor storage lakes for local water-power devel- 
opments would result in a reasonably satisfactory increase in util- 
izable outflow from the primary and secondary reservoirs. 

The use of the smiJler storage lakes in connection with logging 
operations need not be detrimental to power development, as it has 
frequently been in the past, provided the closing of the controlling 
dams in the fall or winter, or any time before the beginning of the 
spring break-up is prohibited. Under proper regulation, the stor- 
age of water for advantageous use in logging operations may be 
made beneficial to the use of the water for power purposes. 
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NEED FOR REGULATINC OUTFLOW FROM LAKE OF THE WOODS 

The power plants on the Winnipeg River require assurance of 
an increase in dependable flow during such low-water years as are 
likely to occur at any time, and also during the winter of most ordi- 
nary years. The Winnipeg Electric Railway Company's plant on 
the Pinawa Channel with an installed turbine capacity of 34,000 
h. p. cannot use more than 8,000 c. f. s. The City of Winnip^ 
plant, however, with an installed capacity of 47,000 h. p. can utilize 
about 11,500 c. f. s. at 100% load factor, although the greatest demand 
in the past has been substantially less than the installed capacity of 
the plant. The ultimate installation at this plant will be just about 
double the present installation. During the last year, the peak load 
demands of Winnipeg and vicinity have just about equaled the 
capacity of the existing water-power installations; but as the two 
systems are not interconnected, the Street Railway Company has had 
to supplement the hydroelectric power with steam power. To meet 
this demand, an additional water-power plant is under construction 
at Du Bonnet Falls. 

During the spring of 1911, the flow of the Winnipeg River below 
the mouth of the English, dropped to 12,000 c. f. s. The outflow 
from Lake of the Woods at this time was about 8,000 c. f. s. Lat^r, 
however, the outflow from the Lake of the Woods dropped for sev- 
eral months to about 5,200 c. f. s. Due to a much larger contribu- 
tion from the English River, at this time, the flow of the Winnipeg 
River dropped only slightly below 14,000 c. f. s. during the winter. 
There is no assurance, however, that without regulation the mini- 
mimi flow would not be reached simultaneously on the two streams. 
In fact this is exactly what would have occurred in a state of nature 
in 1911. Such a minimum flow would cause a shortage of water 
which would virtually result in a paralysis of many of the industries 
of the City of Winnipeg and thus emphasizes the need for the prompt 
establishment of a scientific system of regulation. 

According to the table on page 216 of this Report an increase of 
60 billion cu. ft. in storage on the Upper Rainy watershed, assuming 
a regulated rate of outflow of 10,000 c. f . s. will result in. an increase 
of not less than 360 c. f. s. in dependable outflow from Lake of the 
Woods. On the whole, the greater the storage, the less the increase 
in dependable flow from any given addition of stored water. So 
long as the increase in dependable flow, however, is worth more than 
the cost of securing the additional storage required to produce that 
increase in flow, it would appear desirable to provide increased stor- 
age. As previously indicated, storage on Lake of the Woods, Rainy 
Lake and the lakes above Kettle Falls is of practically equal value 
in increasing the dependable outflow from Lake of the Woods. Stor- 
age on minor lakes whose outlets are feasible water-power sites is 
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impracticable, and storage on othet minor lakes is of less certain 
benefit than storage on the principal reservoirs themselves. 

A FLEXSLE MlNn^fUM 

About twenty-five years' runoff records are available as the basis 
for determining desirable levels and methods of regulation for the 
Lake of the Woods. There is no assurance, however, that greater 
extremes of hydrological phenomena will not occur in the futiu*e. 
Provision must therefore be made for such contingencies. Extreme 
flood conditions may be controlled by means of increased outflow 
c»pacity and excess storage or flood reserve. The effects of extreme 
droughts can only be overcome by the use of stored water. The 
very expression ** dependable outflow" implies suJEcient storage to 
substantially maintain the given rate indefinitely into the future. 
Having adopted a fixed maximum stage, the only way that any given 
rate of outflow can be made truly dependable is by providing a flex- 
ible minimum level. The minimum which may be reached under all 
ordinary conditions may be clearly stated but provision should be 
made for additional drafts on stored water in case unprecedented 
hydrological conditions should occur in the future. 

USES OF UPPER RAINY STORAGE 

If a total of 150 bilhon cubic feet of storage is provided on the 
Upper Rainy watershed and this storage is utilized primarily for 
equalizing the outflow from Lake of the Woods and maintaining a 
certain level on that lake it would increase the available power at 
Fort Frances and International Falls above that now available by 
about 700 h. p. making a total of about 30,000 h. p. on the Rainy 
River when the potential power of about 9,000 h. p. at the Long 
Sault Rapids is added, and it would increase the potential water- 
power on the Winnipeg River by nearly 50,000 h. p. or about 20% 
more than that which would be available on this stream with the 
natural outflow from Rainy Lake and a range of about 6 feet in the 
level of the Lake of the Woods.* Assuming the entire 150 billion 
cu. ft. of storage capacity on the Upper Rainy watershed utilized 
primarily for the purpose of increasing the available water-power on 
the Rainy River, then there would be an increase of about 2,200 h. p. 
at International Falls and Fort Frances over that now available, 
making an a^regate of about 32,000 h. p. on the Rainy River when 
the potential power at the Long Sault Rapids is included, and an 
increase in the total potential water-power on the Winnipeg River 
of not less than 17,000 h. p. over what would be available with the 
natural outflow from Rainy Lake. Further increases in storage 
capacity result in additional increases in dependable outflow from 
the Lake of the Woods and Rainy Lake and while there will be de- 
creasing returns from further investments in storage, the limit of 

* Tbroughout thJs discussion it should be borne in mind that the power interests at International 
Falls-Fort Frances have represented that they could immediately utilize additional storage on Rainy 
Lake; while, on the oUier hand, the Winnipeg River power interests have represented that they could 
not, for some years to come, utilise such additional storageu 
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economical development possibly will not have been reached until 
more than 200 billion cubUc feet of total storage capacity will ulti- 
mately have been provided on the upper watershed. 

The more the inflow into the Lake of the Woods is equalized the 
more readily can the reconunended level be maintained within a small 
fluctuation, and. the greater is the dependable outflow that can be 
secured from any given extreme range in level of the. Lake of the 
Woods. The principal storage reservoirs available for equalizing the 
inflow into the Lake of the Woods are those already constructed by 
private capital on Rainy Lake and the lakes above Kettle Falls. On 
Rainy Lake there is, at present, 70 billion cu. ft. of storage available 
between the levels of 497 and 490 and on Namakan and adjoining 
lakes above Kettle Falls there is 30 billion cubic feet available between 
the levels of 508.5 and 497. 

It is to the interest of the International Falls and Fort Frances 
plant to use water at a rate of about 10,000 c. f . s. whenever stored 
water is available and there is a market for the product of the mills. 
As the runoff from the watershed tributary to Rainy Lake amounts 
to 60% of the total runoff from the Lake of the Woods watershed, 
and a rate of discharge of 10,000 c. f . s. from Rainy Lake is between 
80% and 90% of the rate at which water will ordinarily be discharged 
from Lake of the Woods under regulation, it is apparent that the 
Upper Rainy reservoirs will ordinarily be only partially full when 
the Lake of the Woods reservoir is completely full. As a consequence, 
the probabihties are that if water is being drawn from Rainy Lake at 
an average rate of 10,000 c. f . s. that the lake will not be full at the 
beginning of a series of dry years,' even though Lake of the Woods 
would be full imder the same hydrological conditions. If water is 
being drawn from Rainy Lake at an average rate of about 10,000 
c. f. s. the available 100 billion cu. ft. of storage on the Upper Rainy 
watershed will be of relatively little service in increasiifg the depend- 
able outJUyu) from Lake of the Woods although it will reduce the 
ordinary fluctuation in the level of that lake by materially equalizing 
the inflow into the lake. The records of the past 24 years indicate 
that if the outflow from Rainy Lake were reduced to approximately 
8000 or 8500 c. f . s. whenever stored water was being drawn upon, both 
Rainy Lake and Lake of the Woods would be full at the beginning of 
a dry spell and the dependable outflow from the Lake of the Woods 
would be increased by substantially 1000 c. f . s. or 10%, with a corre- 
sponding increase in the potential water-power on the Winnipeg 
River of about 25,000 h. p. and a loss of substantially 1,000 h. p. at 
International Falls and Fort Frances. 

The dependable outflow from Lake of the Woods, however, can 
also be increased by additional storage on the Upper Rainy watershed. 
This additional storage will not only benefit the water powers on the 
Winnipeg River, but it will also aid in maintaining the recommended 



Digitized by 



GooqIc 



LAKE OP THE WOODS INVESTIGATION 253 

level on the Lake of the Woods and increase the available water- 
power at International Falls and Fort Frances. The most economical 
way to secure additional storage^ considering both the probable cost 
of flowage rights, impounding works, etc., and the resulting benefits, 
appears to be to raise both Rainy Lake and the Lakes above Kettle 
Falls. By raising Rainy Lake to an ordinary maximum level of 
499.5 with 0.5 ft. of reserve storage capacity and Namakan and 
adjoining lakes to about 515, an additional 45 billion cu. ft. of storage 
capacity can be secured. By drawing Rainy Lake down another 
half foot, that is to 489.5, which is about 3 feet above natural extreme 
low-water, a full additional 50 biUion cubic feet of storage can be 
secured. 

If water is being used at the outlet of Rainy Lake at an ordinary 
rate of 10,000 c. f. s. this additional storage would increase the 
available water-power on the Rainy River by about 2500 h. p. or 
about 10 per cent. It woiild directly increase the dependable outflow 
from Lake of the Woods under a 5 or 6 foot draft by not less than 
360 c. f . s. This is equivalent to the increase in outflow which could 
be secured by half a foot of additional draft on the Lake of the Woods. 
Indirectly, the additional storage capacity of 50 billion cu. ft. by 
further equalizing the inflow into the Lake of the Woods, would 
assist in maintaining any given level on less ordinary fluctuation. 
Moreover, it would also reduce the occasional extreme flood stages 
on Lake of the Woods, thus permitting the maintenance of an ordi- 
nary maximum stage on that lake about 3 inches higher than could 
be maintained with the present storage on the Upper Rainy water- 
shed, without encroachment on the margin of safety provided by 
flowage rights acquired to any given contour above the ordinary 
maximum stage. The net result, then, of an additional 50 billion 
cu^ ft. of storage on the Upper Rainy watershed would be an increase 
of 2,500 h. p. in available water-power on the Rainy River and an 
increase of over 500 c. f . s. in the dependable outflow from Lake of the 
Woods, corresponding to an increase in the potential water-power 
on the Winnipeg River of at least 15,000 h. p. besides reducing the 
ordinary fluctuation in the level of the Lake of the Woods. 

The use of the Upper Rainy storage for the purpose of maintain- 
ing an ordinary rate of outflow of 10,000 c. f. s. from Rainy Lake in- 
stead of about 8,000 c.'f . s. assists in preventing the Lake of the Woods 
from exceeding its ordinary maximimi level in time of flood, because 
a greater amount of storage capacity is always available for the storage 
of flood-water even without water having been wasted in anticipation 
of flood inflows. Greater storage capacity reduces the rate at which 
it is necessary to discharge the flood-water after the reservoir is full, 
or the excess water to be stored on the lake above the ordinary maxi- 
mum stage. The restriction of the ordinary rate of outflow from 
Lake of the Woods to a dependable rate of about 11,000 c. f. s. on the 
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other hand, results in maintaining that lake at substantially its ordi- 
nary maximum stage about twice as large a proportion of the time 
as Rainy Lake. This reduces the amount of storage capacity ordi- 
narily available on the Lake of the Woods to a very small amount. As 
a consequence, more flood reserve or capacity for temporarily storing 
flood-water above the ordinary maximum stage must bo provided. 
Moreover, the discharge capacity of the Lake of the Woods, even 
with the outlets enlarged as recommended, is relatively smaller than 
that of Rainy Lake. Since the flood-water cannot be discharged as 
rapidly and since less capacity for storing flood-water below the ordi- 
nary maximum level is ordinarily available, provision must be made 
for the storing of more flood-water above the ordinary maximum 
level on Lake of the Woods than on Rainy Lake. In other words, 
1.25 foot of flood reserve on Lake of the Woods affords about the same 
margin of safety as 0.5 foot on Rainy Lake. 

Another factor influencing the amount of flood reserve to be 
provided on any given lake is the relation between the maximum 
natural rate of inflow and the maximum natural rate of outflow. A 
relatively small lake usually has a maximum natural rate of outflow 
equal to its maximum rate of inflow. On such a lake no increase 
in outflow capacity is required imder regulation; neither is a flood 
reserve required. This is substantially the condition on Namakan 
Lake, for example. On the other hand, a lake whose area is large 
in comparison with the area of its tributary watershed, other condi- 
tions being similar, always has a maximum natural rate of inflow 
greatly in excess of its maximum natural rate of outflow. On such 
a lake the outflow capacity must be increased or a large flood reserve 
must be provided, or both. 

The maximum natural rate of inflow into the Lake of the Woods 
was more than twice the maximum natural rate of outflow. The 
maximum natural rate of inflow into Rainy Lake was only about 35 
per cent greater than the maximum natural rate of outflow, hence 
much less flood reserve is required on this Lake than on Lake of the 
Woods. 

Still another consideration affecting the amount of flood reserve 
required for a given margin of safety is the character of the water- 
shed. Here, again, the advantage lies with Rainy Lake. Melting 
snow and rain drains off from the watershed directly tributary to the 
Lake of the Woods very much faster than from the Upper Rainy 
watershed. TMs is well illustrated by the conditions that prevailed 
during the 1916 flood. The maximum natural rate of inflow into the 
Lake of the Woods would have occiured dmring the last ten days of 
April when Rainy Lake, under natural conditions, with more than 
half the tributary watershed, would have contributed less than one- 
fifth of the total inflow. On the other hand, the maximum natural 
rate of inflow into Rainy Lake occurred dming the last ten days of 
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May. At the time when, under regulation, Rainy Lake would be 
discharging its maximum, the flood from the local watershed tribu- 
tary to the Lake of the Woods would be long past. Under regulation 
the maximum rates of inflow into Lake of the Woods will occur long 
before the maximum regulated outflow from Rainy Lake reaches 
this lake, therefore, if storage is provided for these waters there will 
be no difficulty experienced in taking care of the regulated outflow 
from Rainy Lake. 

REGULATION bELOW ORDINARY HIGH-WATER MARK 

In connection with the right of the Federal Government of the 
United States to hold natural lakes at ordinary Itigh^axiter marJc in 
the interest of navigation, it may here be remarked that such r^u- 
lation will inevitably result in raising the lake to a high level, sub- 
stantially higher than extreme high-water mark imder natural con- 
ditions, unless the discharge capacity of the outlets of such lakes is 
increased by excavation to an extent considerably greater than 
such outlets are obstructed by the impounding dam. But an increase 
in the flood discharge from a lake results in exceeding even the extreme 
high-water mark in the channel below the outlet, consequently, the 
right to regulate a lake within its ordinary high-water mark can 
practically never be exercised without trespassing upon the rights 
of the owners of land bordering the stream into which the lake dis- 
charges. The artificial raising of the level of a lake at any time of 
the year inevitably results in unauthorized trespassing upon the rights 
of riparian proprietors, either in the lake, or below it, or both, unless 
a flowage easement is secured. In other words, no regulation of 
lake levels, whatever, is possible even by the Federal Government 
of the United States, without the acquisition of some flowage rights, 
because effective regulation within ordinary high-water mark, both 
n the lake and in the channel into which it discharges, is physicaUy 
impossible. 

Regulation of the level of the Lake of the Woods at or below 
ordinary high-water mark in the interest of navigation would require 
a dam such as the Norman Dam, for example, in the Western Out- 
let of the lake and extensive excavation in the channel approach- 
ing the dam, besides the acquisition of flowage rights at the outlets . 
and. on the Winnipeg River below. This would cost considerably 
more than the flowage easement over the low lands along the south- 
em border of the Lake. 

If the level of the Lake of the Woods were to be regulated for 
the sole purpose of benefiting navigation, this end could be most 
economically attained by acquiring flowage rights to about eleva- 
tion 1062 and maintaining an ordinary maximum level between 
1059 and 1Q60 after danger from spring floods had passed. 
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APPENDIX I 
COPY OF REPORT OF SPEQAL AGENT A. F. NAFF 

Dbpa&tment of the Interior, 

General Land Office, 
Crookston, Minn., Dec, It, 1895, 
Hon. Commissioner, G. L. 0., 

Wathington, D. C, 
Sir: I have the honor to report, in obedience to your instractions letter "P" 
^52,288, dated September 10th, 1895, that during the month of Nov. just passed I 
made examination of the overflow of the Lake of the Woods as shown in my weekly 
reports for said month. I arrived at the lake on the 8th and found the ice was com- 
mencing to form so that it was with some difficulty that I could get around in a boat. 
However, I proceeded to make investigations and see the Indians and old settlers and 
procure such reliable information as I could get in the way of oral statements and affi-. 
davits. The letter being a part of my report and herewith attached. I found from 
the information from others and the observations I made that the present stage of the 
water is an abnormal one and the source of much dissatisfaction and complaint on the 
part of the citizens living in the vicinity of the lands claimed to be damaged by the 
high water. Old settlers admit that there has always been a periodical rise and fall of 
the water in the lake, but claim that since the dam was put in by the Canadian Gov- 
ernment at the Western outlet of the same at Rat Portage in the year 1888, the water 
has been raised and held up about three feet higher than its natural stage and has con- 
sequently overflowed and rendered unavailable and useless thousands of acres of 
valuable land on the South shore and within the United States territory. Some of 
those in evidence claim that before the dam was built in 1888 they could, and did 
many times, walk and drive along the shore on a sandy beach from the mouth of Rainy 
River on the East to the International boundary line on the West. . They also claim, 
and said they could show evidence that trees were once growing on dry land where the 
water is now two or three feet deep and extending inland for nearly one mile from 
where the live trees once stood. I saw stumjw and trunks of trees myself under water 
. as you will see indicated on map No. 1 and might have seen more as I was told but for 
the ice, which was covered with snow except here and there where th^ wind had blown 
and drifted it away. In going out the ice was too thin to allow me to go far and too 
jthick to allow me to get along to much advantage in a boat. I broke through the ice 
and went into the water in my efforts to make some of the examinations that I desired. 
I failed to get to the North West Angle. I started once to go there, on foot on the ice, 
near the shore, and aU the way to Rat Portage, and had gone five miles, to Mr. Spring- 
steels, on Poplar point, on my way, but the Indian, Karwa-kas-ka-ne-to-wa, whom I 
had employed as guide and assistant, in parrying my pack, deserted ine, and as I could 
get no one else to venture across with me I luul to turn back and, as my weekly reports 
show, get to the railroad and reach Rat Portage in that way. At Rat Portage I found 
the dam, that was built by the Canadian Government across the Western outlet of the 
lake, in the year 1888, still intact with the »ceptbn, that, at a high stage of the water 
at some time, the top part had been washed away, but still leaving enough in place to 
hold the water up some three feet above what the nonnal level of the lake would be 
under natural conditions. This statement you will notice is coiroborated, to some 
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extent, by the statements made in the affidavits taken at Rat Portage and herewith 
attached. On map No. 1 you will see I have indicated, as well as I could, from a pre- 
liminary examination al>out where the overflow i^. This is indicated by the red ink 
delineations. I also cnclase map No. 2 to show you the north portion of the Lake of the 
Woods with Rat Portage and the Canadian Pacific R. R. Map No. 3 will show you on 
a larger scale the location of the old dam in question as well as the new dam now 
about completed by the Koewaten Power Company. The information given on the 
upper right hand corner of Map No. 3 is as much as I learned in reference to it. I went 
to see it and discovered that as it now stands, and even with a considerable more rise 
of the water, from timbers not yet put in, the level of the lake will not be affected. 
But I was informed that when this new dam is closed up to its fullest capacity it would 
raise the water about three feet higher in the lake than its present level caused by the 
old dam. The company claims however that they think it will never be necessary for 
them to use the dam to its fullest capacity. From the best information I could get, in 
connection with my own observation, T am inclined to the opinion that a closer exami- 
nation and survey, to determine the extent of the natural overflow of the lake over our 
territory, would reveal the fact that from 25,000 to 40,000 acres of valualile land has 
been destroyed and damaged. Some of this land is fertile and much of it has in time 
3rielded rich crops of grass which has been cut and saved by many who can testify to 
the same. I send some newspaper clippings with my report which will show the senti- 
ment of the people interested in reference to the flowage question. The General Land 
Office department has had many complimentary notices, irrespective of party, for the 
interest it is manifesting in this matter and the hope is entertained, especially by those 
most affected by the damage already claimed and the fear of more to follow, that some 
relief will come through its intervention. I have conf<'rred with parties who are able 
to advise and am informed that the month of May will be the best season of the year to 
make a critical examination of the condition and extent of the overflowage and the 
amount of damage done upon which to base a plea of complaint and for relief. Respect- 
fully submitting the above for your consideration and advisement, I am. 
With much respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

(8d.) A. P. Naff, 

Special Agt. O. L. 0. 

StATB of BilNNKSOTA,! 

C<mnty of Beltrami.r'' 
Chief Maypok, being duly sworn according to law, says, I am about 49 years of 
age and have lived at Warroad Indian Village, on the South shore of Lake of the Woods, 
all of my life. I have been all over the Lake of the Woods and especially along its 
South shore and. am well acquainted with it as it is now and as it has been for over 
twenty years past. I know that within the last past eight years the water has been 
raised several feet on the said lake from some cause. I have never kept any measure- 
ment of the rise of the water but know that at one tune I could walk on the beach of 
the original lake shore all the way to Rainey ttiver on the East and to the Northwest 
angle on the West and North. Trees and bushes were at that time, eight years ago, 
growing along this original beach but are now broken and fallen down and lying in the 
water. The water extends inland from one-half mile in some places to as much as two 
or three miles in other places. Logs ai)d brush have been driven inland from the old 
beach as far as a mile in some places. Before the rilse of the water in the lake theie 
were three small streams or outlets at the mouth of Warroad River, but now it is one 
solid sheet of water overflowing the low land at the mouth of the river for at least three 
quarters of a mile from its mouth. At the time I am speaking of, that is seven or 
eight years ago, I could touch the bottom of the Warroad River at and near its mouth, 
with a paddle, but now I can not reach the bottom with my paddle. The land that is 
overflowed around the shore as above mentioned is good rich land and at one time 



Digitized by 



Google 



LAKE OF THE WOODS IHYE8TIGATI0N 259 

had fine crops of graas an it which nuule good hay. My undentanding is that the dam 
built by the Oanadiana at the outlet of the lake haa been the cause of the water riaing 
in the nme. I know that a abort time after they commenced building the dam the 
water commenced liaing. 

OHZEr (hia x mark.) Matpok. 
WitnesB: 

Gbobos a. Ralph. 
Louis Augnst. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me at Wanroad River, Lake of the Woods, this 
12th day of November, 1895. 

A. F. Nast, 
Special AgU Q. L. 0. 
The following Indians concur iii the above as being true and correct: 
Ka-ga-geshig (Grow Cloud) Charley Copeness. 
Ea-ga^is (Little Crow) Gib. Thunder. 
Aih-wash (Chief) None-guan-ip. 

State of Minnbbota, \ 

County of Beltrami.}^' 

George A. Ralph, being duly sworn deepoBOB and says: My name is Geoige A. 
Ralph. I reside at Crookston, Minnesota. I am by profession a Civil Engineer and 
Surveyor; that I have for the last eight years been engaged as U. S. Government 
Surveyor in surveying lands in the northern part of the State of Minnesota, some of 
which lie along the shores of the Lake of the Woods; that in making such surveys I 
have taken particular notice of the condition of the land bordering on said lake as to 
its being oveiflowed by waters from the Lake. I observed that this was not a natural 
condition but was caused by the daming up of the waters in the Lake. I found the 
land overflowed in places for a distance of two miles back from the natural beach of the 
lake. I noticed many trunka of fallen treea lying submerged on thia oveiflowed land 
which were of varietiea that indicate the land on which they grow waa dry land. I 
have also noticed that all the streams running into the Lake from the south are over- 
flowed at their mouth to such a depth as to give it the appearance of a bay or inlet 
rather than a stream. In some instances I found the water backed up these streams 
for a distance of five or aiz milea. I am convinced that the awamp landa in the vicinity 
of the Lake la affected by thia overflow for a diatance of eight or ten milea back from the 
Lake. 

(Sd.) Gbobqb a. Ralph. 

Subacribed and awom to before me at Warroad River, Lake of the Wooda, thia 
the 14thrday of November, 1895. 

(Sd.) A. F. Naw, 

Special Agent, O. L. 0. 

Statb of MinnbsotaI . 
County of Beltramiy ' 
Pash-te-tu-wa-scung, or Colonel Wolaley, being duly sworn according to law, 
aaya. I am sixty years of age and Manitou Falls, Ontario, is my home. I have been 
all over Lake of the Woods every year for many years past and am well acquainted 
with it and its changes both on the Canadian and American shores. I have traveled 
over the lake in a birch bark canoe and have walked along the beach on the South . 
shore from Buffalo Point to Rainey River on the sand where it is now covered three or 
four feet with water and the water has covered the low meadow lands around the shore 
extending, as much as a mile in some places and more in others, inland widening the 
mouths of the streams so that they look more like lakes than rivers. I have seen where 
9889e— 17 ^18 
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timber once stood, water covering the logs and stumps and spreading out in every 
direction so as to destroy hay meadows, islands and other low grounds of much value. 
I can notice that all this change has come over the lake within the last eight yean or 
something like that. This overflow has been caused by the dam that was built at 
Rat Portage which I saw when it was first commenced and have seen every year 
since the work was commenced. Some of the citizens of Rat Portage con^lained at 
the building of the dam at said place and tried to get the Indians to object to its con- 
struction which they did do but to no effect. The Indians have made complaint to 
the officials of the Canadian Government about the raising of the water in the said 
Lake of the Woods and damage it has done to the lands around the same but no notice 
has ever been made to their appeals. The Indians are universal in their complaint 
of the damage that has been done to the lands and to them so far as they are acquainted 
with the circumstances and they all know of it who are old enough settlers and have 
been acquainted with the lake and its waters for the last past ten years. 

Pash-ts-tu-wa-scunq (x) or Colonel Wolslbt. 
Witness: 

GxoBGB A. Ralph 
Janb Whttb 
Subscribed and sworn to at War Road River Lake of the Woods this I5th day of 
November, 1895. 

(Sd.) A. F. Naff, 

Special Agent Q, L,0, 

State op MinnbsotaI , 

County of Beliramir^' 

T. W. Love being duly sworn according to law says I am thirty years of age and 
my post office address is Roseau Roseau Co., Minnesota. I lived- at Rat Portage, 
Ontario, about two and a half years including the time between the fall of 1882 and 
the summer, of 1885 which was before the dam was built at the outlet of Lake of the 
Woods. I have lived in Rat Porti^ about a year since 1893 and in July 1894 I came 
to the War Road River on the South shore of the Lake of the Woods. From the time 
I was first in Rat Portage until the time I was there last in 1893 I could see the differ- 
ence in the water of the lake and from observations I made of the water in reference 
to rocks and the dam that had been built I am satisfied that the water has been raised 
about two and one half or three feet. There were stationary rocks and islands that I 
saw were bare and projecting out of the water when I first knew the lake in 1882 to 
1885 that are now covered with water. I have been around the lake shore from the 
Northwest angle to the Rainey River since the summer of 1894 and have observed 
the effect of the high water overflowing the low lands around the lake on the South 
side and over territory belonging to the United States Government. I am satisfied 
from my own observation that much good land has been rendered useless and unavail- 
able on account of the high water and unnatural overflow caused by the dam built 
by Canadians at Rat Portage, Ontario. 

(Sd.) T. W. Love. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me at War Road River, Lake of the Woods, this 
the 16th day of November, 1895. 

(Sd.) A. F. Nafp. 

Special Agent, Q. L. 0. 

Provikcb op Ontario 1 ^^. 
Dtitrict of Ramey River f 

J. S. Whiting being duly sworn according to law says. I am 35 yean of age 
and my residence has been at Rat Portage, Ontario, since 1880, which is my post 
office address. Since the above date I have been on the Lake of the Woods between 
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Rat Portage and Rainey Riyer in the capacity of Captain and Pilot of a boat and 
have taken particular notice of different stages of the water in the lake during the 
intervening time from 1880 down to the present. In the sunmier of 1880 the water 
in said lake was six feet lower than it was after the dam was put across the Western 
outlet of the said lake. The dam refered to was put in during the year 1887-8. The 
stage of the water in the lake varies from time to time scarcely ever being two years 
the same. Between the years 1880 and 1887 the water rose as much as 3 feet from 
natural causes. The water was 3^ feet lower just before the dam was built than it 
was some few months after the dam was completed. The water in the lake at the 
present time is about 2i feet lower than it was at its highest stage within my knowl- 
edge. I know the above facts to be true from observations taken from landmarks in 
and around the lake such as rocks, islands and the high lake shores. 

(Sd.) J. S. Whiting. 
Sworn and subscribed before me the 27th day of November, A. D., 1895. 

G. C. Fbisbib 
U. S, Consular Agent at Rat Portage, Ontario. 



}' 



Pbovinob of Ontario 
District of Rainey River 
D. G. CSameron being duly sworn according to law says. I am 41 years of age 
and Rat Portage, Ontario, is my home where I have lived for the last past 12 years. 
I am engaged in the lumbering business and am interested in a saw mill at Rat Port- 
age. I have been out on the Lake of the Woods more or less in connection with my 
lumbering business and in a general way I am familiar with the said lake and its con- 
ditions and changes on the 12 years last passed. The Lake of the Woods is subject 
to changes from natural causes and varies in its highth according to the seasons and 
supply of water furnished from its various tributaries. Some seasons the water is 
high and at other times it is low. The water in the lake has been kept permanently 
'some higher by the old dam built at the Western outlet than it would be if the same 
was away. The dam did not raise the water in the lake, at any time since its con- 
struction as high as the high water mark now visible on the rocks and high shores 
around and in the lake. I think the old dam has had the effect of holding the water 
up at least two feet higher, in the Lake of the Woods, than it would be if the dam 
was entirely away. 

(Sd.) D. C. Cambbon. 
Sworn and subscribed before me the 28th day of November, 1895. 

G. 0. Fbisbib, 
U, 8, Consular Agent at Rat Portage, Ontario, 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX n 

MISCELLANEOUS BENCH MARKS ESTABLISHED CHIEFLY BY FIELD STAFF OF 
INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMtSSlON 

In order to determine & true tea-level datum at each of the camps of the Lake of 
the Woods Survey a correlation was carried out between each gauge and the gauges at 
Oak Island and Oak Point. From the elevation thus determined for the zero of 
each gauge, bench marks, of a more or less permanent character, were established at 
the sites of many of the camps. 

In order to establish a bench mark at Oak Point of a more permanent character 
than Bench Marks Nos. 1 and 2 described on page 100, the elevation of the centre of 
the bronze plug marking the International Boundary Survey triangulaiion station 
''Oak " was ascertained. This elevation was established from the mean of two deter- 
minations made from Bench Maries Nos. 1 and 2. 

Bronze plug marking I. B. 8. triangulationstation ''Oak", about 300^ 

north-west of the fishery. Elevation, Sea-level Datum 1073. 645 

A list of the bench marks established at the various camps is given be- 
low: 
North W«8t Angle Inlbt: 

Harrison Creek; determined from eight days gauge readings; bronze 
plug in ba«e of the International Boundary Monument No. 924 (new 
number) situated on the north bank of Harrison Creek. Elevation, 

Sea-level Datum 1066. 28 

Poplar Creek; determined from twelve days gauge readings; spike 
driven vertically in a cone at the base of a 14 inch poplar blazed on 
north side; located 10 feet easterly from shore of Creek and 300 feet down 
stream from the quarter comer of Sections 23-24, Township 168 N., 

Range 35 W. of the 5th Meridian. Elevation, Sea-level Datum 1066. 06 

American Point, Minnesota: 

The bench mark is on a spike driven vertically in a cone at the base 
of an 18 inch poplar blazed on west side; located at south-west comer of 
clearing on west side of American Point island, 30 feet east of the inter- 
section of shore line with the north boundary of Section 24 , Township 168 
N., Range 34 West of the 5th Meridian. Elevation, Sea-level Datum, 

determined from 14 days gauge readings 1063. 71 

Sugar Point, Minnesota: 

Bench mark in centre of triangle cut in bare rock, 75 feet north of J. 
Gould's house in Section 17, Township 167 N., Range 33 W. of the 5th 
Meridian, about two miles S. W. of Oak Island. Referenced by three 
arrows in rock, each about 6 inches long, pointing towards the triangle 
and located as follows: 

No. 1 is due north of the A at a distance of 6 feet. 
No. 2 is S. 30'' E. of the A at a distance of 15 feet. 
No. 3 is S. 80*=" W. of the A at a disUnce of 15 feet. 
The elevation, Sea-level Datum, determined from 15 days gauge read- 
ings is 1065.79 
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Stonby Point, Minnesota: 

On the head of a nail driven into a cone on the root of a 12 inch ash tree 
about 2500 feet north of the southwest comer of Btoney Point, in Section 
34, Township 166 N., Range 35 W. of the 5th Meridian. The tree on 
which this bench mark is placed is on a long sand spit which runs north 
from Stoney Point. The tree is blazed and the following legend is cut 
into the blaze: I. J. C, B. M. 1063.48. The elevation, Sea-level 
Datum, determined from 5 weeks gauge readings is 1063. 49 

A picture of this bench mark is shown on Plate Q. 
Big Grassy River» Ontario: 

On the head of a nail driven into a cone cut on the root of a 24 inch elm 
tree, on the north branch of Big Grassy River about 300 feet north-west 
of the mouth of the outlet of Lake Eleanor. The tree is blazed and the 
following legend cut into the blaze: I. J. C. B. M. 1063.69. Elevation, 
Sea-level Datum, determined from 17 days' gauge readings 1063. 68 

A picture of this bench mark is shown on Plate Q, photograph No. 1. 
Falcon River, Shoal Lake: 

The bench mark is on a spike driven vertically in the cone at the base 
of a 12^^ poplar, located about 600 feet northeast of the mouth of Falcon 
River and about 300 feet from the shore oi the lake. Elevation was de- 
termined from the Greater Winnipeg Water District bench mark, eleva- 
tion 1064.76. Elevation, Sea-level Datum 1065. 69 

BENCH MARKS ABOVE KETTLE FALLS-MINNESOTA AND ONTARIO 

The elevations of the following bench marks were determined by water level trans- 
fer from the Manitoba Hydrographic Survey, B. M. No. 2, above Kettle Falls, described 
on page 89, the elevation of which was re-determined by water level transfer from 
Ranier, Minnesota, and ascertained to be 506.47, Public Works, Canada, Datum. 
On a blazed tree near middle of Overflow Channel No. 2, north of 
Kettle Falls (see Cross Sections of Overflow Channels, in Atlas), marked 
6. M. 511.10. established during April, 1913. Approximate elevation, 

Public Works, Canada, Datum 511. 10 

Station O of Plans for proposed dam on Canadian island at head of 
Canadian Falls, on 2 inch white pine stub marked only: ''B. M.'' Top 
2i feet above ground. Sixteen feet N. E. of an 18 inch Norway pine 
which has a blaze towards stub. Elevation given on plans is 509.06. 

Approximate elevation, Public Works, Canada, Datum 509. 22 

I. J. C, B. M. No. 1. See Kabetogama Lake Sheet: 

On a nail on root of tamarack tree on east side of overflow channel sec- 
tion at Gold Portage at west end of Kabetogama Lake on S. W. quarter of 
Section 19, Township 70, Range 21, St. Louis Co., Minn. Approximate 

elevation, Public Works, Canada, Datum 514. 2 

I. J. C, B. M. No. 2. See Kabetogama Lake Sheet: 

On top of rock at S. E. end of Gold Portage on the north east quarter 
of Section 30, Township 70, Range 21, St. Louis Co., Minnesota. Approxi- 
mate elevation. Public Works, Canada, Datum 50L 9 

I. J. C, B. M. No. 3. See Kabetogama Lake Sheet: 

On iron bolt leaded into rock, on most easterly point of N. E. quarter 
of Section 8, Township 69, Range 21, St. Louis Co., Minnesota. Approxi- 
mate elevation, Public Works, Canada, Datum 504. 2 

I. J. C, B. M. No. 4. See Kabetogama Lake Sheet: 

On top of rock on most northerly point of Section 21, Township 69, 
Range 21, St. Louis Co., Minnesota, located by two blazed trees. Rock 
is 4.6 feet from laiger pine tree and 4.0 feet from smaller one. Approxi- 
mate elevation, Public Works, Canada, Datum 607.6 
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I. J. C, B. M. No. 5. See Eabetogama Lake Sheet: 

On most north-easterly point of north west quarter of Section 30, 
Township 69, Range 20, St. Louis Co. , Minnesota; on top of iron bolt leaded 
into the rock. Approximate elevation, Public Works, Canada, Datum. . 507. 7 
I. J. C, B. M. No. 6. See Namakan Lake Sheet: 

On top of rock 70 feet east of point at mouth of inlet in north east quar- 
ter of Section 25, Township 69, Range 20, St. Louis Co., Minnesota. Refer- ^ 
enced by two blazed pine trees; 11.2 feet from the south one and 13.5 feet 
from north one. Approximate elevation. Public Works, Canada, Datum. 512. 7 
The elevation of the following bench mark was established from the I. J. C, B. M. 
No. 19, on Six Deer Island, and this latter one was established from M. H. S., B. M. 
No. 3, below Kettle Falls by combined instrumental levels and water level transfer. 
I. J. C, B. M. No. 11. See Namakan Lake Sheet: 

On nail in top of tamarack stump on trail across Bear Portage and marked 
I. J. C. S., B. M. 511.0; established during March, 1913. Approximate 

elevation, Public Works, Canada, Datum 510. 1 

Of the following bench marks the elevations of Nos. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 18 were 
established by water level transfer in October, 1913, from the United States and 
Canada Boundary Survey bench nuurk described below as I. J. C, B. M. No. 20. 
I. J. C, B. M. No. 12. See Little Vermilion Lake Sheet: 

On a step cut in foot of a 16 inch Poplar in the first little bay just below 
little Vermilion Narrows on Canadian mainland. Approximate eleva- 
tion, Public Works, Canada, Datum 507. 28 

I. J. C, B. M. No. 13. See Little Vermilion Lake Sheet: 

On a nail in pine stump 25 feet east of a jack pine on Canadian side oppo- 
site a 12 inch white pine on American side, just at head of rapids of Little 
Vermilion Narrows. Approximate elevation, Public Works, Canada, 

Datum 508.25 

I. J. C, B. M. No. 14. See Sand Point Lake Sheet: 

On a root of an 8 inch white pine on east bank of east (Steamboat) chan- 
* nel at Crane Narrows, in Township 68 North, Range 17 West of 4th merid- 
ian. Section 36, Lot 8. Tree is well blazed and just at the head of the 

rapids. Approximate elevation, Public Works, Canada, Datum 509. 05 

I. J. C, B. M. No. 15. See Little Vermilion Lake Sheet: 

Edge of coin driven edgewise into a ledge cut in the root of a well blazed 
18 inch white pine in a bay on the east bank just at the outlet of Crane 
Lake, Township 67 North, Range 17 West of 4th Meridian. Section 12, 

Lot 7. Approximate elevation, Public Works, Canada, Datum 509. 20 

I. J. C, B. M. No. 16. See Little Vermilion Lake Sheet: 

On foot of birch stump in front of office building of logging camp at the 
south end of Little Vermilion Lake, Township 67 North, Range 16 West 
of 4th meridian. Section 28. Approximate elevation, Public W<^ks, 

Canada, Datum ^ 509. 71 

I. J. C, B. M. No. 17. See Namakan Lake Sheet: 

This is a U. S. <& C. B. S. bench mark on Namakan Lake, on the east 
side of a small harbor down to which a road comes from Knox's place at 
Kettle Falls. The bench mark is on a nail in the base of a well blazed 
poplar tree about 200 feet north of a point which is one-half mile from the 
harbor entrance. The tree is about 2 miles east from the outlet of Nama- 
kan Lake. A large rock point is just west of the bench mark across the 
bay . Approximate elevation, Public Works, Canada, Datum 505. 6 
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I. J. C, B. M. No. 18. See Namakan Lake Sheet: 

This is a U. S. (& C. B. S. bench mark, and is located on a pine tree 
eighteen inches in diameter, on long rocky point on the south east part of 
Gold Island. Approximate elevation, Public Works, Canada, Datum — 508. 3 

I. J. C, B. M. No. 19. See Namakan Lake Sheet: 

This is a U. S. <& C. B. S. bench mark, on the south east shore of Six 
Deer Island. The bench mark is on a spike in the base of a 20 inch pine 
tree which can be seen from the open lake. This tree is also marked 
T. B. G. No. 36. ISLAND No. 13. Approximate elevation, Public Works, 
Canada, Datum 509. 5 

I. J. C, B. M. No. 20. See Sand Point Lake Sheet: 

This is a U. S. <& C. B. S. bench mark, on a nail on the north base of an 
8 inch pine tree on the south west comer of the island north of Blind Pig 
Island, which is Lot 1, Section 28, Township 69 N., Range 17 W., St. Louis 
Co., Minnesota. A tree blazed and marked ISLAND No. 9, T. B. G. 36, is 
100 feet north of the bench mark. Approximate elevation. Public Works, 
Canada, Datum 508.8 

I. J. C, B. M. No. 21. See Sand Point Lake Sheet: 

This is a U. S. & C. B. S. bench mark, located on a nail in the base of 
a 6 inch pine tree on a point on the west side of Gull Island. Approxi- 
mate elevation. Public Works, Canada, Datum 508. 3 

I. J. C, B. M. No. 22. See Sand Point Lake Sheet: 

At south end of portage between Namakan and Sand Point Lakes, in 
Lot 2, Section 34, Township 69 North, Range 17 West of 4th meridian; 
on a leaning tree V in diameter, 100 feet west of trail and about 100 feet 
from lake. Approximate elevation, Public Works, Canada, Datimi 520. 49 
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APPENDIX III 

OFFICIAL REFERENCE TO INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION FROM UNITED 

STATES GOVERNMENT 

Depabtment of State, 
WaMngUm, June S7, 1912, 
International Joint Commission 

OF the United States and Canada, 

Wathingfjon, D. C. 
Sirs: 

I have the honor to inform you that at the joint request of the Government of 
the United States and of the Government of the Dominion of Canada, under the pro- 
visions of Article IX of the Treaty of January 11, 1909, between the United States 
and Great Britain, the questions or matters of difference set forth below, which have 
arisen between them involving the rights, obligations, or interests of each in relation 
to the other, or to the inhabitants of the other, along their common frontier between 
the United States and the Dominion of Canada, are hereby referred to the International 
Joint Commission for examination and report upon the facts and circumstances of the 
particular questions and matters referred, together with such conclusions and recom- 
mendations as may be appropriate. 

The questions so referred are as follows: 

1. In order to secure the most advantageous use of the waters of the Lake of the 
Woods and of the waters flowing into and from that Lake on each side of the boundary 
for domestic and sanitary purposes, for navigation and transportation purposes, and 
for fishing purposes, and for power and irrigation purposes, and also in order to secure 
the most advantageous use of the shores and harbours of the Lake and of the waters 
flowing into and from the Lake, is it practicable and desirable to maintain the surface 
of the Lake during the different seasons of the year at a certain stated level, and if so 
at what level? 

2. If a certain stated level is recommended in answer to Question 1, and if such 
level is higher than the normal or natural level of the Iiake, to what extent, if at all, 
would the Lake, when maintained at such level, overflow the low lands upon its 
southern border, or elsewhere on its border, and what is the value of the lands which 
would be submerged? 

3. In what way or manner, including the construction and operation of dams or 
other works at the outlets and inlets of the I^ake, or in the waters which are directly 
or indirectly tributary to the Lake or otherwise is it possible and advisable to regulate 
the volume, use and outflow of the waters of the Lake so as to maintain the level 
recommended in answer to Question 1, and by what means or arrangement can the 
proper construction and operation of regulating works, or a system or method of regula- 
tion, be best secured and maintained in order to insure the adequate protection and 
development of all the interests involved on both sides of the boundary, with the 
least possible damage to all rights and interests, both public and private, which may 
be affected by maintaining the proposed level? 

I have the honor to add that the Government of the United States will be glad 
to assist the Commission in obtaining any information which it may desire in the 
course of its investigation of the matters herein referred for its examination and report. 
I am, Sirs, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Sgd) P. C. Knox. 
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APPENDIX IV 

CORRESPONDENCE TRANSMITTING KENNEDY AFFIDAVIT TO COMMISSIONER 

OF CROWN LANDS 

The following letter, dated Ottawa, 24th October, 1895, shows that the affidavit 
of Mr. James G. Kennedy was communicated to the Department of Public Works, 
Ontario, by the late Mr. John Mather, Vice-President of the Eeewatin Power Com- 
pany, Limited: 

The Ebbwatin Power Gompant, LmrrED, 

Ottawa t4th October, 1895. 
Sib: The Eeewatin Power Company (Limited) have considered the possibility 
that at some future time, complaints may be made that the waters of the Lake of the 
Woods are raised unduly by reason of the company's works, therefore, the company 
have caused marks to be made on the banks by their engineer, to shew the high-water 
mark of former years; he has prepared a map, shewing the localities where the marks 
are made, and made affidavit to the same. I have been instructed by the Board of 
Directors to send you a map, and affidavit, with a request that if you consider it proper 
to do so, the same may be f yled by the Ontario Government, so that if need be, it may 
be used as evidence. 

It has been suggested that some Departmental officer might visit the marks, and 
verify their existence, in conformity with map, and affidavit. 

The Eeewatin Power Company wiU be much pleased if you will answer this, so 
that if you favour the request, the answer may be fyled with the Company's papers. 
I have the honour to be. Sir, 
Your obedient servant 

The Eeewatin Power Company (Ltd.), 
(Sgd) John Mather, Vice President, 

Hon. A. S. Habdt, 

Commissioner of Crown Lands, Toronto. 

The receipt of this communication was acknowledged as follows: 

Department of Crown Lands. 

Toronto, November 8th, 1896. 
Dear Sir: I am directed by the Comnussioner of C. Lds. to acknowledge receipt 
of your letter of the 24th ult., enclosing a map of part of the Lake of the Woods, showing 
the location of certain marks made by the engineer of the Eeewatin Power Company 
at certain points on the Lake of the Woods to show the hig|i water mark of former 
years, together with an affidavit by Mr. J. C. Eennedy, the said engineer, dated Sep- 
tember 13th, 1895, setting out the facts relating to said marks and to say that the map 
& affidavit together with your letter has been filed with the papers relating to said 
company in this office. It is too late this season for anyone from this Department 
to visit and verify said marks. 
Yours truly, 

(Sgd) Aubrey White, 

Asst, Commissioner. 
(Sgd) G. B. E. 

John Mather, Esq., 

Vice President, Keevoatin Power Company, 
Theodore Street, Ottawa. 
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APPENDIX V 

LETTER OF MR. R. P. FAIRBAIRN TO MR. A. V. WHITE RE REGULATION OF THE 
NORMAN DAM BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS. ONTARIO 

When pTeparing their Report, the Conmilting Engineers desired to ascertain 
what action the Department of Public Works, Ontario, had taken with respect to the 
request made by the United States Federal Authorities for a minimum stage of 7.2 
on the Warroad gauge. Mr. R. P. Fairbaim, Deputy Minister of the Department, 
was unable to locate a communication upon the subject which he, in 1906, when 
Provincial Public Works Engineer, had sent to his Minister. Inasmuch as the Con- 
sulting Engineers were proceeding to press with the Text of their Report, and desired 
to publish a statement authoritatively setting forth this part of the early history of 
matters relating to the Lake of the Woods levels, Mr. Fairbaim, on August 31, 1915, 
made an official statement as below reproduced. This statement is quoted from on 
page 12 of the Text of the Report. 

It may be pointed out that, subsequently, Mr. Fairbaim's letter, dated June 20, 
1906, was located and received his identification. This letter, as identified, was filed 
at the Winnipeg Hearings on February 3, 1916, as Exhibit P, and is published on pages 
435-6 of the printed Final Ptiblic HeanngSy 1916. (The date, June 20, 1916, given for . 
the letter in the Hearinga is a typographical error, and should be June 20, 1906. 
Another error exists on page 435, viz, the expression as low a» 6'^ (/'for several days 
should read as low as 6' (/'for several days), 

Mr. Fairbaim's letter of August 31, 1915, is as follows: 

Toronto, August Slst^ 1915, 
Abthub V. White, Esq., C. E., 
Consulting Engineer, 

Confederation lAfe Building. 

Dear Sir: You have asked me to give a memorandum confirmatory of some of 
the statements which I have made to you in course of conversation during the last two 
or three years, relating to inquiries made by you regarding the Norman Dam, situated 
at the outlet of the Lake of the Woods at Kenora. The matter of special importance 
in connection with our regulation of the Norman Dam, is the fact that this dam is 
operated by the Ontario Government, primarily in the interest of navigation. 

During what has been referred to as the mining boom in the vicinity of the Lake 
of the Woods and Shoal Lake, and in the Rainy Lake District, quite a stimulus was 
given to navigation. Persons operating boats, however, found that they were con- 
sidevably inconvenienced by the level of the lake falling to low stages. 

In 1898 the Public Works Department, Ontario, entered into an agreement with 
the Keewatin Power Company, by which permission was secured to operate the Nor- 
man Dam in the interests of navigation. A man was stationed at the Dam for the 
purpose of operating the stop-log?. The general operation of the Dam may briefly be 
stated as follows: 

During the early period of navigation, before the time of flood water, the mini- 
mum elevation required for navigation is maintained. When flood water is antici- 
pated, the Dam is opened to allow for the gradual escape of the flood water to prevent 
it rising so high in the Lake of the Woods as to interfere with the carrying on of opera- 
tions by various interested parties dependent on the level of the Lake. Caution is 
also exercised to prevent the backing up of the water below the Dam by its too rapid 
diachaige, as to disadvantageously affect the power interests at the outiet. 
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It is perhaps unnecessary to do more than state that the Department has not 
made any investigation of the general water-shed, and has had to depend for its guid- 
ance in the operation of the Dam ux>on such information as could be accumulated 
from gauge readings, and experience gained during fonner years. 

In 1906, there was brought to the attention of this Department, a reconmienda- 
tion made by the United States Chief of Engineers, War Department, that the level 
of the Lake of the Woods be not permitted to fall below a stage of 7.2 on the Warroad 
gauge. This 7.2 was taken to be approximately an equivalent of 100.90 on the gauge 
which the Public Works Department had established in the vicinity of Kenora. In 
making this request, the Chief of Engineers pointed out that there were several 
water power companies at or near the dam, which would be benefited by.the main 
tenance of the Lake at the highest possible datum. 

After giving this matter consideration, it was decided that the 7.2 asked for as a 
minimum stage, was too high because it would not make provision for the handling of 
the flood water without causing stages at certain seasons of the year to be much higher 
than this 7.2. I was Chief Engineer of the Department of Public Works at that time, 
and reported that a minimum stage of 7.2 would not be in the interest of all parties 
concerned, and that the interest of navigation, both in Canada and the United States, 
could no doubt be served by keeping the level of the Lake in the near vicinity of 
from 100 to 101 on the gauge at Kenora. Consequently, in the interests of navigation, 
as conducted by both the United States and Canada, as nearly as possible what may 
be called a general stage, instead of a minimum stage, of 7.2 has been maintained. 

In conclusion, I might say that at times the discharge from the Lake of the Woods 
water-shed has occurred in a manner for which our experience furnished no guide, 
but on the whole I believe that the records show that the variation of level on the 
lakes is well within what could have been anticipated, for navigation purposes, with- 
out having much more extensive information of the water-shed than was available. 
Yours truly, 

R. P. Faibbairn, 
Deputy Minister Public Workt, 
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APPEM)IX VI 
ADDITIONAL DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 

File: Warroad A/1 

Dbpartmbnt or State, 

Washington, February 1, 1908, 
The honorable the Sbobetary op War. 

Sib: Protests have been filed in this department in behalf of the settlers on the 
southern shore of the Lake of the Woods on the northern border of Minnesota against 
the elevation of the surface of that lake above its normal level as existing at the time 
they located there, which they allege has resulted from the damming of one or more of 
the outlets on the Canadian side of the lake, and in consequence of which they claim 
that their lands have been submerged. 

It appears that under the plans for the improvement of Warroad Harbor on this 
lake, in accordance with the plans approved by Congress and carried out under the 
direction of the War Department, it is essential that the level of the lake be main- 
tained at 7.2 feet on the gauge at Warroad Harbor, and in May, 1905, the Secretary of 
War wrote to the Secretary of State requesting that an arrangement be entered into 
with the British Government by which a dam across one of the outlets of the Lake of 
the Woods, which was under the control of the Provincial Government of Ontario, 
and by means of which the level of the lake could be to some extent regulated, should 
be so operated as to prevent the level of the lake from falling below the datum of 7.2 
feet on the Warroad Harbor gauge. It does not appear, however, what relation this 
level bears to the normal level of the lake under natural conditions and in connection 
with the present protests I desire to obtain this information, and also any further 
information which the Department may have showing the changes which have taken 
place in the level of the lake in recent years with reference to that gauge, and the rela- 
tion between the present level of the lake and the datum of 7.2 feet on that gauge. 
I have the honor to be, sir. 
Your obedient servant, 

Robert Bacon, 
Attmg Secretary. 
3031/53 [3d iodoraement.] 

War Department, 
Oppice op the Chiep op Engineers, 

WashingUm, Feb. 6, 1908. 
Respectfully referred to Maj. F. R. Shunk, Corps of Engineers, for report, giving 
the information requested by the Department of State as far as may be practicable. 
By command of Brig. Gen. Mackenzie: 

J. B. Cavanauoh, 
Captain^ Corpe of Engineere. 

File: Warroad 0/1. [3rd indorsement.] 

llNrrED States Engineer Oppice, 
St. Paul, Minn., February IS, 1908, 

1. Respectfully returned to the Chief of Engineers. 

2. Before work was begun at Warroad, a gauge with arbitrarily assumed zero was 
set in the lake at that place. The mean level of the lake during the open season was 
assumed to be 7.2 feet, and the depths to be dredged regulated accordingly. This 
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level waa aBsomed irom the best infonnation obtainable; it was not based upon actual 
measuiements. Gaugings have been taken since that time and records are on file for 
the yeaiB 1899, 1903, 1904, 1905, 1906, and 1907. The mean level of the lake during 
the open seasons of these six years has been 7.15 feet, so that it appears that the assumed 
level was very nearly correct. 

3. The lake is subject to considerable changes of level. High and low waters 
during the open seasons of the years above referred to were as follows: 





Low 
water. 


^. 




Low 
water. 


^. 


1809 


6.ao 

«.19 
6.10 


8,71 
8.06 
7.10 


1906 


4.70 
6.60 
6.10 


9.00 


1903 


1906 


8.20 


1904 


1907 


8.90 









There has been nothing unusual in the variations during the past year, and I am 
of opinion that they were due to natural causes and not to the operation of dams. 

Francis B. Shunk, 

Major. Corps of Engineer$, 
30371/62. 

File: Warroad 6/2. 

U. S. Enqinbbr OmcB, 

St. Paul, Minn, 

Referring to the attached letter of inquiry from the Secretary of State, of Feb. 1, 
1908, relating to the elevation of the sur^e of Lake of the Woods above its normal 
level, etc., I have the honor to submit herewith copies of the readings of the IT. S. 
Engineer gauge, at Wairoad, Minn., as they have been recorded under the direction 
of this office since 1899, together with a summary of the high and low water levels 
and mean open water season levels of said lake, etc., and a table of the rainfall recwd 
of the nearest observation station during the past 20 years. 

The 7.2 foot elevation on the Warroad gauge, the standard elevation for the 
improvement of Wairoad Harbor, when that work was commenced was assumed as 
mean open water season level of the lake, from all information then obtainable. 

With reference to the control of the surface level of the Lake of the Woods, by 
Canadian dams, at the outlet, my report of September 16, 1905 (Warroad File No. 2, 
p. 298), and Mr. T. M. Fowble's report of a visit to the dam at Keewatin, Ontario, 
June 30, 1899, are respectfully referred to. 

With reference to the extent that the level of the surface of the Lake of the Woods 
has been actually affected by the dams at the outlet except as mentioned in the 
report above referred to, is not known; but in that connection, it is believed that the 
observed level variations of the lake surface may readily be accounted for under 
natural conditions. 

The mean annual rainfall at the nearest observation station (Lake Winibigo- 
shish Bam) for the past 20 years, has been 26.66 inches, and it may be noted on the 
table submitted, that the average rainfall for 8 years prior to 1896 was but 23.32 inches, 
—3.34 inches less than rainfall above noted, while since 1895 has averaged 28.88 
inches, —2.22 inches in excess of the mean annual rainfall. 

(From previous information, it may be stated, that the period during which the 
natural surface level of the Lake of the Woods was established in the minds of the 
early settlers, was prior to the year 1896, during the low rainfall period above men- 
tioned.) 

Under the conditions above mentioned, it is considered that the variations in 
the said lake surface level have resulted frcmi natural conditions and not from the 
operation of the dams at the outlet, the only exception being the present winter 
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level <d the said lake, which appeans to be abnormally high, after 2 yean of leas than 
average rainfall, and U Is respectfully recommended that an examination be made as 
to the present conditions at the outlet of the said lake, at Frog Point and Keewatin, 
Ontario. 

Kespectfully submitted. 

B. Davbnpost, 

Auutant Engineer, 
FsB. 13, 1906. 

SUMMARY OF WATER ELEVATIONS. LAKE OF THE WOODS. 1899-1907 
[Compiled From Wanotd Gauge Beadiogs.] 
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level 
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Mean 
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of year 


OpenWatarSea- 
mm: 

1899 


6.ao 

0.19 
&10 


8.71 
&06 
7.10 


•7.77 




Open Water Sea- 
•Qo: 
1906 


4.70 
&60 
&10 


9.00 
8.30 
&90 


t7.86 
7.27 
^89 


6.68 


1909 




1906 


7.33 


1904 




1907 


0.56 











* For 5 nurnths, Jane to October, ine. 
t For 6 months. May to Septembtf, inc. 
t For 6 months, May to October, ina 
The elevation of the lake in January, 1008, was 8.ia 

[Copy.] 
0070-1: Wanoad P. 

St. Paul, Mikn., June SO, 1899. 
Major Fbsdbric V. Abbot, 

Cotpe o/EngineerSy U, 8. -4., St. Paid, Minn. 
Major: La conformity with your verbal order of May 8, 1899, I have the honor 
to herewith submit maps and report of survey made at the mouth of Wanoad River, 
Minn.: 

The survey was commenced May 17, 1899, and was completed May 30, 1899. 
The instruments used were a Gurley transit and level, and measurement of base 
line was made with a standard steel tape. 

On Thursday, May 25, 1899, I established a gauge at the dock near the Custom 
House at Warroad, setting the 7-foot mark on the gauge even with the sur&ce of the 
water. 

PRESENT STAGE OF WATER 

The minimum depth of water on the present boat course over the bar at the 
mouth of the Warroad Biver was 7.3 feet at the time of survey. This is deep enough 
to permit the entnmce of the greater number of vessels now in commission on the Lake 
of the Woods, during calm weather; a heavy sea coming from an easterly direction 
would prevent the larger boats from entering the channel. 

The channel has an average width of about 100 feet and a depth of 13 feet and 
over, but is very crooked at different places, which renders navigation difficult after 
dark, as there are no beacon lights set. 

The accompanying maps * show the soundings as taken in the channel and on the 
sandbar. 

FORMER STAGE OF WATER 

1 was unable to obtain any absolutely reliable information as to former stages of 
water in the Lake of the Woods, but from what inquiries I made, I estimate that at 
low water the lake will be 3 feet lower than it was on May 25. 1 am endeavoring 
at present to obtain more definite information if possible, and hope to receive the same 
soon. Attached to this report, please note my letter to Mr. R. A. Mather, of Keewatin, 
Ontario, and his reply to same. 

* Not printed. 
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LAKE BOATS 

The foUowing data concerning boats now in commission on the Lake of the Woods 
were obtained from Mr. G. P. Phillips, the Canadian Government Inspector of Steam- 
boats, at Rat Portage, Province of Ontario: 



Name 


Lei^of 


Beam 


Draft 


Registered 
Tonnage 


Business 


Ketfiorft 


119.7 
75 

71.5 
69.5 
05.4 

107.6 
92 

101 


28 

17.5 

15.6 

12 

30 

20 

19 

15.5 


5.5 


268.89 
119.62 
55.29 
32.48 
73.43 
82.40 
70.26 
106.61 


Passenger and freight. 


Edna Bridges 


Do7 


Shamrock " 


Do. 


CliDDer 


Do. 




Tug. 


Mary Hatch 


Do. 


T>. t;. Mf\th«r. , . 


Do. 


ICanamh 


Do. 







There are about a half dozen other boats in the passenger biudness of about 56-foot 
keel and lO^foot beam, with a drait of from 3} to 4 feet. There are also about 35 other 
smaller boats in the fish business, etc. 

LAKETRAFnC 

The freight entering Warroad this seaaon will consist mostly of supplies for railway 
construction. The supplies for 40 miles of railway will probably be shipped by boat 
lo this point. Mr. Geo. A. Graham, the manager of the Rainy River Navigation 
Company, informs me that they expect to commence shipping railroad supplies to 
Wanoad about July 1, 1899. 

DAM OF KEEWATIN POWER COMPANY 

This is a masonry dam constructed across the Winnipeg River in Canada, which 
is the outlet of the Lake of the Woods, at a point about one mile below the Lake. 

At the time of my visit, May 25, to the dam, there were strong rapids in the river 
between the dam and lake. Mr. Alex McQuarrie, the dam tender, whose postoffice 
address is Norman, Ontario, informed me that the surface of the river at that time 
immediately above the dam was 6.60 feet lower than the surface of the lake. The 
river at the dam has been held 6 feet higher than at present, 6 feet of stop logs being 
recently removed. 

Mr. McQuarrie said that the company does not consider it safe to attempt to hold 
the water at the dam any higher than 6 feet above the present stage at the dam, although 
the top of the dam is about 11 feet above the present river surface. The power afforded 
by the dam is not utilized at present. 

Respectfully submitted. 

(Signed) T. Milton Fowbue, 

Surveyor, 

[Copy.] 

St. Paul, Minn., June to, 1899. 
Mr. R. G. Mather, 

Mgr, Keewatin Lumber Co., KeewaUn, Ontario. 
Dear Sir: The U. S. Government is about to make some improvements at the 
harbor of Warroad River, bn the Lake of the Woods. Mr. Alex McQuarrie informs 
me that you are one of the owners of the dam built by the Keewatin Power Co., near 
Rat Portage. 

If you can inform us as to the stage of water your company intends to nutintAJn 
on the gauge in the Lake of the Woods, it will be of valuable assistance to us in deter- 
mining what work will be necessary at Warroad. If you have any record concerning 
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the stage of water in the lake at different times for the past three of four yean,win 
you please inform us concerning the same? 

In case you have no record, will you please state, to the best of your judgment, 
how many feet above low-water the lake is at present? 
Very respectfully yours, 

(Signed) T. liii;roN Fowbli, 

CT. 8. Surveyor. 
By direction of 

Major Frbdsbxo V. Abbot, 
Corp$ of Ehfiginun, U, 8. Army, 8t. Paul, Minn. 

[Copy.] 

4&3 Thbodobb St., Ottawa, Ont., 

4th July, 1899. 
T. Mn/roN Fowblb, Esq., 

U. 8. Surveyor, U. 8. Engineer Office, 8t. Paul, Minn. 
Sib: The treasurer of the Eeewatin Power Go. has sent to me yours of 20th ult. 
in which you state that you want to be informed regarding the stage of water that the 
company intends to maintain on the gauge of the Lake of the Woods. I may say that 
we have not yet made any definite gauge, none of the power being in use. The works 
are at present controlled by the Government of Ontario, and will continue to be so 
till power is leased or sold. To the best of my judgment the level at present may be 
8 to 9 feet above low water. 
YouTB respectfully, 

John Mathbb, Vice PreeiderU, 
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EQUIPMENT, ETC, OF RAINY RIVER WATER POWER PLANTS AT INTERNA- 
TIONAL FALU5 AND FORT FRANCES 

The plant of the Minnesota' & Ontario Power Company and associated companies 
at International Falls and Fort Frances is shown in plan on Plate 84 of the Report of 
the Consulting Engineers (Plates). The plant consists of a power house and paper 
mill on each side of Rainy River connected by a V-shaped dam pointing upstream. 
Wasteway capacity for the discharge of the flood waters from Rainy Lake is provided 
by ten sluices in tihe Canadian wing of the dam and by six sluices at the head of the 
old Canadian Canal. Each sluice has a width of 10 feet, a sill elevation of 477.5 
Public Works, Canada, datum and an arch crown elevation of 490.0. The discharge 
through these sluices is controlled by two-piece wooden sluice gates, which are raised 
by means of a motor-driven hoist. In addition to these wasteways there is a 12-foot 
log sluice with a sill elevation of 487.0. 

The dam is of masonry construction, rubble-feced and capped with concrete. 
The spillway section of the dam is about 460 feet long, with crest at elevation 497, 
and is provided with flashboard supports and decked to allow passage from one side 
to the other. 

In the American power house, the power developed is used only for the purpose 
of grinding wood pulp. The installation consists of six imits of four 39-inch wheels, 
each unit direct connected to a battery of four wood-pulp grinders. The wheels are 
of the ''Smith'' type, built by the S. Morgan Smith Co., of York, Pennsylvania. 
At a head of 2& feet, for which the turbines were selected, the manufacturers' rating 
for each unit of four wheels is 2011 horsepower, 226 r. p. m. and 782 c. f . s. discharge. 
The center of shaft is at elevation 483.0 and the elevation of the bottom of the draft 
tubes is 461.0. The values of power and discharge given here are five per cent less 
than those listed on the manufacturer^ catalogue, on account of the laiger shaft 
required when four wheels are attached to a single shaft. In operation these wheels 
generally run at full gate with constant efficiency at all heads, the speed varying 
with the different heads as given by the manufacturers' catalogue, and the power and 
discharge being decreased b% from the rated values for single turbines. The pres- 
sure pumps of each grinder act as govemois, since the increasing of the turbine speed 
increases the pump speed and the pressure against the grinder, with the result of 
more power being used in grinding the wood. It has been stated that the speed of 
grinders should not exceed 260 r. p. m. on account of the possibility of the bursting 
of the grindstones. 

On the Canadian side, power is used both for the purpose of grinding wood pulp 
and for generating electric power. The pulp grinding installation here consists of 
five units of four 36'^'' wheels, each unit direct connected to a battery of three grinders. 
The wheels are of the ''Smith" type built by the S. Morgan Smith Company of York, 
Pennsylvania. At a head of 28 feet, the manufacturers' rating for each unit of four 
wheels is 1716 horsepower, 244 r. p. m. and 667 c. f . s. dischaige. The center of shaft 
is at elevation 483.0 and the bottom of draft tube at elevation 460.0. The same con- 
ditions of operation as described for the grinders in the American plant are applicable 
to this installation. The first of the Canadian grinders were operated in June 1914, 
the entire preeent installation being in use by August, 1914. 
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The hydro-electric portion of the Canadian power house generates electric power 
principally for the driving of the paper-making machinery and the lighting of the 
plant, a small block of power being used in lighting the two adjacent towns. This 
installation consists of four units of four 36^^ wheels, each unit direct connected to a 
1250 K. V. A. 3-phase, 60-cycle, 6600 volt generator, regulated by improved Lombard 
governors. The wheels are of the Holyoke type **C** manufactured by the Holyoke 
Machine Company of Holyoke, Massachusetts. The manufacturer's rating for each 
unit of four wheels at a 28 foot head Ib 1700 horse power and 212 r. p. m. The center 
of shaft is at elevation 484.0 and the bottom of draft tube at elevation 460.0. The 
hydro-electric portion of the Canadian power house together with the American 
grinders has been operated since September, 1910. For a record of power output, 
head, discharge, etc., for the years from 1910 to 1915, inclusive, see Table 90, volimie 
of Tables, of this Report. 
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EQUIPMENT, ETC OF WINNIPEG RIVER WATER POWER PLANTS 

THE WINNIPEG ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY'S PLANT 

The hydroelectric plant of the Winnipeg Electric Railway Company is located 
on the Pinawa Ohannel of the Winnipeg River. A very complete account of both the 
historical and physical features of this plant has been presented in a report by Mr. 
J. T. Johnston of the Dominion Water Power Branch.* This plant was completed in 
ld06 and during that year furnished the first hydro-electric power used in Winnipeg. 
The electric power from this plant is used for the purposes of street railway operations- 
light, heat, and power. 

The installation at the Winnipeg Electric. Railway Plant consists of nine main 
units, each imit consisting of four horizontal inward flow ruimers moimted in pairs 
and placed longitudinally in the penstocks. Four of the nine units, each have a manu- 
facturer's rating, at a 39-foot head, of 2595 horse power and 200 r. p. m., each unit 
being direct connected to a 1000 k. w. revolving field, 60-cycle, 3-phase, 2300 volt 
generator. The remaining five units each have a manufacturer's rating at a 39-foot 
head of 4788 horse power and 180 r. p. m., each unit being direct connected to a 2000 
k. w. revolving field, 60-cycle, 3-phase, 2300-volt generator. The turbines are 
equipped with Lombard governors. The generators are guaranteed to operate at full 
load at 95.5 per cent efficiency. Excitation is provided by two 100 k. w., 125-volt 
direct-current machines coupled to two 200-horBepower McCormick turbines, and 
operating at 600 r. p. m.; and by two 175-k. w., 125-volt exciters coupled to three- 
phase, 2300-volt induction motors, operating at 514 r. p. m. 

The head available for power purposes at this site varies with the season and the 
flow, the average head being 39 feet. During the winter, ice conditions have at 
times caused considerable trouble, resulting in a decrease in available head. A flow 
of about 8000 c. f . s. is required to operate this plant under normal head at the full 
capacity of the present installation. 

The power is transmitted to Winnipeg at 60,000 volts, over a 65 mile duplicate 
transmission line. In Winnipeg this company has an auxiliary plant and storage 
battery capable of producing 22,000 horsepower, bringing the total power available 
for distribution in the city up to approximately 45,000 horsepower. During the 
winter season of peak load, all of the steam and storage battery plant, in addition to 
the hydro-electric plant, are operated to capacity. 

THE WINNIPEG KfUNICIPAL PLANT 

The hydro-electric plant t of the City of Winnipeg is located at the Point du Bois 
Falls of the Winnipeg River, 75 milies in a direct line from Winnipeg. The plans for 
this plant were begun in the latter part of 1906, but on account of the delay caused by 
the financial stringency of 1907 the plant was not completed and the initial installa- 
tion operated until October, 1911. 

* Water Reaooroes Paper No. 8, Department of the Interior, Dominioo Water Power Brancb, pages 
13S-148. Also Bee Watershed l£ap aocompanylng this Report. 

t See Water Resooroes Paper No. 8, I>epartment of the Interior, Domlnioa Water Power Branch 
pi«a8l4S-16L Also see Waterdied Map aooompanylBg this B^Kvt. 
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The original installation, completed in April, 1913, consisted of five main units, 
each composed of a horizontal, double -runner turbine of 5200 horsepower which, at 
a 45 foot head, has a discharge of 1250 c. f . s., a speed of 164 r. p. m., and a guaranteed 
efficiency of 84% at full load. Each turbine unit is direct connected to a 3000 k. w., 
revolving field, 60-cycle, 3-phase, 6600-volt generator. The turbines were supplied 
by the Messrs. Jens, Orten-Boving & Company, London, and the generators by Messrs. 
Vickers, Ltd., of River Don works, Sheffield. This original installation is com- 
pleted by two exciter units, each of 250 k. w. capacity, driven by water turbines 
nmning at 500 r. p. m. 

In 1914, three additional main units of different design from the original were 
installed. These units are also of the double-runner, horizontal shaft type, but of 
laiger capacity than the initial units. Official tests gave an output of 7220 brake 
horsepower at 80 per cent gate opening and 46 foot head or about 7000 horsepower for 
a 45 foot head. The new units are each direct-connected to a 5000 K. V. A. revolving 
field, 60-cycle, 3-phase, 6600- volt Westinghouse generator. The installation in 1916 
consists of five units of 5200 horsepower each and three units of 7000 horsepower each, 
or a total of 47,000 turbine horsepower. The normal head at the plant is 45 feet. No 
ice troubles have been experienced thus far during the period of operation. 

Assuming that the eight bays in the uncompleted portion of the power house are 
equipped with units of similar size to those last installed, the station will have a total 
capacity of 103,000 tiubine horsepower. The power is transmitted to Winnipeg at 
66,000 volts over a 77 mile transmission line. 

WINNIPEG RIVER POWER COMPANY 

The Winnipeg River Power Company, which is controlled by the same interests 
as the Winnipeg Electric Railway Company, has under way at the present time (1916) 
the development of the Du Bonnet* site of the Winnipeg River. This site is at a 
distance of about 80 miles from Winnipeg. 

As stated in Water Resources Paper No. 3: 

''The station as now designed provides for the ultimate utilization of the entire 
regulated river flow and will install eight 21,000 horsepower turbines, each running 
at a speed of 163.3 revolutions per minute, and requiring 4100 cubic feet of water per 
second, when operating under a head of 56 feet. These turbines will be of the four- 
runner horizontal shaft type, and will be placed in pits formed in the concrete sub- 
structure." 

In October, 1914, a railway 13 miles in length was completed by these interests 
from the Canadian Pacific line at Lac du Bonnet down to the power site. At the time 
of the Final Public Hearings before the Commission at Winnipeg in February, 1916, 
the plans had been prepared for the beginning of construction whenever conditions 
for financing the enterprise should become sufficiently favorable. 

* See Water Resooroes Paper No. 3, Department of the Interior, Dominicn Water Power Branch, 
Appendix n, page 333. 
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LIST OF LAKE OF THE WOODS REPORTS, HEARINGS. ETC 

In order to assist any person reading the various records of the Commission dealing 
with the Lake of the Woods Reference in identifying certain volumes referred to, the 
following annotated list of Reports, Hearings, etc., has been prepared. It specifically 
describes the various publications issued by the Commission prior to the publication 
of its own Report. 

REPORT OF CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

1. Text — Advance Sheets of uncorrected proof of Text, 1915. 

Report to International Joint Commission Relating to Official Reference 
re Lake of the Woods Levels— Advance Sheets of Text— 1915. 

Note.— In 1915, in order to enable the Commission to deal with some special matters, the 
CoDsaltlng Engineers had bound, In page form with paper covers, about a dozen copies of uncor- 
rected proof of portions of the Text of their forthcoming Report, accompanied by over forty pages 
of illustrations. This volume was soon superseded by the Advance Sheets (cloth bound) copy of 
Text issued later In 1915. Reference is here made to the Advance Sheets of uncorrected proof, 
because they were referred to in the course of some of the meetings held>y the Commission. 

2. Tbxt— Advance Sheets, 1915. 

Report to International Joint Commission Relating to Official Reference 
re Lake of the Woods Levels. Text. By Adolph F. Meyer-Arthur V. White, 
Consulting Engineers. 8vo., 272 pp., with small maps and numerous illustra- 
tions. Washington, D. C, 1915. 

NoTB.— At the Hearings this volume was sometimes referred to as the "green covered book." 

3. Plates— Advance Sheets, 1915. 

Report to Internationa) Joint Commission Relating to Official Reference 
re Lake of the Woods Levels. Plates (not Including half-tones). By Adolph 
F. Meyer-Arthur V. White, Consulting Engineers. 8vo. Plates 1-143 and 
Plan of Manitou Rapids, Rainy River. Washington, D. C, 1915. 

NoTB.— At the Hearfaigs this volume was sometimes referred to as the *<brown covered book.'' 

4. Tables— Advance Sheets, 1915. 

Report to International Joint Commission Relating to Official Reference 
re Lake of the Woods Levels. Tables. By Arthur V. White-Adolph F. Meyer, 
Consulting Engineers. 8vo., 291 pp. Washington, D. C, 1915. 

Note No. 1.— At the Hearings this volume was sometimes referred to as the "blue-covered 
book." 

Note No. 2.— These "Advance Sheets," consisting of about 100 bound copies each of the 
three volumes of Text, Plates and Tables, were issued by the Commission in 1915 in order to afford 
certain Government departments and other parties especially interested In the Lake of the Woods 
investigation, the earliest opportunity to familiarise themselves, in advance of contemplated 
further public hearings, with the available engineering data and considerations presented by the 
consulting engineers. 

5. Tbxt— Final Report, 1916. 

Report to International Joint Commission Relating to Official Reference 
re Lake of the Woods Levels. Text. By Arthur V. White-Adolph F. Meyer, 
Consulting Engineers. 1916. 8vo., 314 pp., including supplement and appen- 
dices, small maps and numerous illustrations. Washington, D. C, 1917. 

Note.— This edition is substantially the same as the "Advance Sheets" (see item 2 above) 
with the addition of a Supplement— which deals chiefly with the flood situation of 1916— and 
some appendices. 
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6. PLATB&— Final Report, 1916. 

Report to International Joint Commiaaion Relating to Official Reference 
re Lake of the Woods Levels. Plates (not including half-tones). By Adolph 
F. Meyer-Arthur V. White, Consulting Engineers. 8vo. Plates 1-144. 
Washington, D. C, 1916. 

Note.— The Plates 1-143 and the Hanitou Rapida Plan (now No. 144) are as in item 8 abo^e. 
There have been added Plates llA, 67A, 99A, 104A, 124A, 185A, 135B, 136C, and 139A. 

7. Tablbs— Final Report, 1916. 

Report to International Joint Commission Relating to Official Reference 
re Lake of the Woods Levels. Tables. By Adolph F. Meyer-Arthur V. White, 
Consulting Engineers. 8vo., 330 pp. Washington, D. C, 1916. 

Note.— In this item, pages 1 to .380 contain the data published in item 4, and also at a few 
places certain data for 191A, which have been inserted. Pages 281-330 contain the bulk of the 
supplementary data available at the date of publication. 

8. Watershed Map. 

Watershed of the Lake of the Woods. Compiled mainly from maps of 
the Department of the Interior, Canada, and Map of the State of Minnesota, 
prepared (1912) by U. S. Geological Survey. To accompany Report of Engi- 
neers relating to liie investigation of the levels of the Lake of the Woods and 
tributary waters. 

Scale 1 : 600,000=7.89 mUes to 1 inch. Adolph F. Meyer-Arthur V. 

White, Consulting Engineers. 
Nots.— Folded and bound to accompany Fhial Report of Consulting Engineers. 

9. Atlas. 

Atias to accompany Report to International Joint Conunission Relating 
to Official Reference re Lake of the Woods Levels. By Arthur V. White- 
Adolph F. Meyer, Consulting Engineers. Ottawa, 1915. 

Note.— The Atlas was not issued for general distribution. However, copies were deposited, 
In each country, with various departments of the Federal, State and Provincial Governments; also 
in certain Qovemment, university, and public libraries in localities likely to be most interested in 
the Lake of the Woods region. A complete list of its contents will be found in Text of Report of 
Consulting Engineers, p. 45. (Item 5 above.) 

PUBUC HEARINGS 

10. PuBuc Hearings and Proorebs Report. 

Progress Report of the International Joint Commission on the Reference 
by the United States and Canada in re Levels of the Lake of the Woods and its 
tributary waters and their future regulation and control, including Public 
Hearings at International Falls and Warroad, Minnesota, and Kenora, Ontario. 
^ Dated January 16, 1914. 8vo., 186 pp. Washington, D. C, 1914. Containing: 
Letter of Reference, pp. 3-4. 
Progress Report, pp. 5-15. 
Appendix — Public Hearings: 

Hearings at International Falls, Minn., September 17, 1912, pp. 19-^2. 
. Hearings at Warroad, Minn., September 18, 1912, pp. 82-129. 
Hearings at Kenora, Ont., September 20, 1912, pp. 129-186. 
NoTB.— Tbese Hearings contain testimony presented at International Falls, Minnesota, by 
Government officials and private parties representing the interests of navigatioo, riparian owners, 
and power development on Rainy River and Rainy Lake. At Warroad, Minnesota, farther 
testimony was submitted relating to agriculture around the shores of the Lake of the Woods, 
to fishing, and to the faiterests of the town of Warroad. At Kenora, Ontario, farther testimony 
was presented respectfaig navigation, power development at the outlets of the Lake of the Woods 
and on the Winnipeg River, including industries dependent upon the use of this power, and to 
• the controlling structures at the outlets of the Lake. 
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11. Further Public Hearings. 

Hearings of the International Joint CommiflBion on the Reference by the 
United States and Canada in re Levels of the Lake of the Woods and its 
tributary waters and their future regulation and control, being Further Public 
Hearings at International Falls and Wairoad, Minn., and Kenora, Ontario, 
September 7-14, 1915. 8vo., 511 pp. Washington, D. C, 1915. Containing: 

Letter of Reference, pp. 3-4. 

Hearings at Warroad, Minn., September 7-9, 1915, pp. 5-283. 

Hearings at International Falls, Minn., September 10, 1915, pp. 283-348. 

Hearings at Kenora, Ontario, September 13-14, 1915, pp. 348-505. 

Index, pp. 507-511. 

Note.— At Warroad, Minnesota, statements were made by the Consulting Engineers and 
testimony submitted by Qovamment officials and private parties respecting navigation, agricul- 
ture along the shore of the Lake, fishing, and the drainage ditch systems of Minnesota. Consider- 
able testimony was also submitted relating to the value of agricultural lands. At International 
Falls, Minnesota, statements were made by the Consulting Engineers, and further testimony was 
presented by Qovemment officials and private parties, relating to the effect of the levels of 
Rainy Lake and Rainy River upon the towns of Fort Frances and International Falls; upon the 
Canadian Northern Railway and other Interests: also respectfaig the effect of various lake levels 
upon riparian owners. At Kenora, Ontario, statements were made by the Consulting Engineers, 
and testimony submitted by Oovemment officials aind other parties respecting the na%igation, 
fishing, lumbering, mining, summer campers, and other interests. 

12. Final Public Hearings. 

Hearings on the Keference by the United States and Canada in re Levels 
of the Lake of the Woods and its tributary waters and their future regulation 
and control; being Final PubUc Hearings at International Falls, Minn., Janu- 
ary 28-29, 1916, and Winnipeg, Manitoba, February 1-4, 1916. 8vo., 539 pp. 
Washington, D. C, 1916. Containing: 
Letter of Keference, p. 3. 

Hearings at International Falls, Minn., January 28-29, 1916, pp. 5-197. 
Hearings at Winnipeg, Man., February 1-4, 1916, pp. 197-466. 
Appendix A— House Document No. 92, Fifty-sixth Congress, second ses- 
sion, being examination, in 1900, of Warroad Harbor and Warroad River, 
Minn., and correspondence relating thereto; also various Government 
correspondence up to 1911 respecting Warroad Harbor, etc.; also various 
memoranda and statements relating to the Birch Lake Diversion Project, 
pp. 467-508. 
Appendix 6— Statement of Shevlin-Clarke Co., Ltd. (in re levels of the 

Lake of the Woods), pp. 509-614. 
Appendix C— Diplomatic correspondence. Lake of the Woods Levels. 
From the British Embassy at Washington, D. C, and from various Gov- 
ernment officials in the United States and Canada, pp. 515-526. 
Appendix D-M^!ertificates of the Auditor of the State of Minnesota in re 

Lands Patented to the State, pp. 527-531. 
Errata: Mr. Wyvell requests that pages 342 and 343 be amended, p. 533. 
Index, pp. 536-539. 

NoTB.— At International Falls, Minnesota, testimony was submitted respecting the values 
of agricultural lands, and also respecting how interests would be aflTeeted at Fort Franoes and at 
International Falls, at the Indian Reserves and at the saw nulls. Testimony was also submitted 
respecting the effect of various lake levels upon riparian owners on the Lakes immediately above 
Kettle Falls . At Winnipeg, ICanitoba, statements were made by the Consulthig Englnetfs. Oov- 
emment ol&cials and private parties submitted testimony relating to camping and summer tourist 
interests; to industrial and power interests at the outlets of the Lake and on the Winnipeg River; 
to the Canadian Northern Railway; to the State of Minnesota re the judicial ditches and drainage 
systems of the State; to the Hydro-Electric Power Commission of Ontario; and to other interests. 
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13. Final Abgumbnts. 

Aiguments on the Reference by the United States and Canada in re Levels 
of the Lake of the Woods and its tributary waters and their future regulation 
and control, being Final ArgumenU at Wadiington, D. C, April 4-8, 1916. 
6vo., 295 pp. Washington, D. C, 1916. 

Index, pp. 293-295. 

NOTB.— Final Arguments were submitted and statements made by vaiioiu oonaael repre- 
senting power Interests at Intenutional Falls, Minnesota, and Fort Fruioes, Ontario, at the oat- 
lets of the Lake of the Woods, and upon the Winnipeg River; the agricultural interests on the 
south shore of the Lake; fishing interests; the Qoyemment lands of the State of Minnesota; the 
interests of the town of Fort Frances; the interests on Rainy Lake, and the interests of the Prov- 
ince of Ontario; the State of Minnesota; the Government of the United States, and of the 
Government of the Dominion of Canada. 

14. Appendix to Hearings. 

Appendix to Hearings on the Beference by the United States and Canada 
in re Levels of the Lake of the Woods, and its tributary waters and their future 
regulation and control, being certain exhibits and other papers filed with the 
CommiBsion. 8vo., 98 pp. Washington, D. C, 1916. Containing: 

Exhibit R: List of Steam Vessels on the Lake of the Woods, p. 3. 

Exhibit T: Table of Kennedy's Chiseled High-water Marks, pp. 3-4. 

Minnesota Exhibit A: Appraisals of State Flowage Lands, St. Loms 
County, pp. 5-19. 

Minnesota Exhibit B: Appraisals of State Flowage Lands, Koochiching 
County, pp. 21-38. 

Minnesota Exhibit C: Memorandum of Sales of State Lands, Townships 
69, 70, and 71 north, ranges 23 and 24 west, Koochiching Coimty, pp. 39- 
43. 

Minnesota Exhibit F: Lands belonging to State of Minnesota, Rainy Lake 
and Rat Root River districts, pp. 44-45. 

Minnesota Exhibit G: Lands belonging to State of Minnesota, Kettle Falls 
district, pp. 46-47. 

Settlers' Exhibit A: Rainy Lake and Rat Root River 4i0tricts, pp. 48-49. 

Exhibit 11: Statement by the Winnipeg Electric Railway Co., Chrono- 
logical History , pp. 50-61. 

Ontario & Minnesota Power Co., Exhibit A: Contracts between the Com- 
misedoner of Crown Inlands and Edward W. Backus, pp. 61-74. 

Exhibit 18: Memorandum by office of the Chief of Engineers, U. S. War 
Department, dated Feb. 25, 1908, re Levels of Lake of the Woods, pp. 75- 
80. 

Memorandum of Chief Reclamation Engineer of Canada (filed with Com- 
mission), pp. 80-91. 

Exhibit No. 14: Certificate as to Assessed Value of Land, pp. 91-93. 

Exhibit 7, by Mr. Laird: Memorandum of Deeds from Registry Office for 
Beltrami Coimty, p. 93. Memorandum of Searches in Registry Office 
for Beltrami Coimty, p. 94. Memorandum of Deeds from Registry Office 
at Roseau, pp. 94-96. 

Index: pp. 97-98. 

16. Report on the Flood op 1916. 

Flood Conditions on Boundary of Minnesota and Ontario. Report on The 
Flood Conditions in the Lake of the Woods and Rainy Lake Districts, Minne- 
sota and Ontario; together with a general statement of the water levels, inter- 
ests involved and methods of relief, by Charles A. Magrath and James A. Taw- 
ney, members of the International Joint Commission, presented by Mr. Nelson, 
June 20, 1916. Senate Document No. 647, 64th Congress, 1st session. Wash- 
ington, D. C, 1916. 10 pp. 
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Garden Island, see Sheet No. 4, Atlas. 
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surveyed areas of, see tables, pages 35 to 44. 

Grassy River, Big, see Sheet No. 19, Atlas 

Little, see Sheet No. 18, Atlas. 

Gray, G. A 
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24, Atlas, 
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Hansen, N.K 
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and Koochiching Falls 

Muskeg, see open marsh or bog 



Naff, A. F., report of- -Appendix I 

reference to 

Namakan Lake, area of 

. high-water marks on 

observed water levels 

rating curve of discharge through all outlets 
of, in state of nature 

surveys of portions of shore, sec Sheet No. 2, 
Lakes above Kettle Falls, Atlas 

use of, as storage reservoir 

water gauges and bench marks 

Natural lake levels, Lake of the Woods 

computation of 

frequency curves of 

Binnmary of 

Natural lake levels, Rainy Lake 

computation of 

ircquGury ciu've of 

sum mary of 

Natural outflow, Lake of the Woods 

frequency curve of 

rating curve of 

rating table of 

summary of 



Table 
Number 



Plate 
Number 



Text Page 



29 



85 



51 



74 



77 



93 

74 



98,99A 
100 



113-124A 
125 



129 



125 
110 



15,188 
167 



230 



167 

18,49 

18.49 

104, 113 

188 
51 

233 
9,182 



166 



23 
206 
89 
179 
179 
183 
185, 186 
202 
180 



174 
177 
187 



Digitized by 



Google 



INDEX 



301 



Natural outflow, Rainy Lake 

frequency curve of 

rating curve of.. 

rating table of 

Bummary of 

Navigable waters, federal rights on, in ^tinneeota. 
Navigation, and power dam at Long Sault Rapids. 
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Power available under variouB methods of regula- 
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Winnipeg River 

Power dam, see individual locations. 
Power, head, and discharge, Minnesota & Ontario 
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France* 
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Relation, between controlled outflow, stage and 

fall— Rainy Lake 

between controlled outflow, sta^ and fall, 

Western Outlet— Lake of the Woods 

between Kennedy gauges — Lake of the 

Woods, 1 892-1 895 

between rate of inflow, lake level, and change 
in 8tage--lAke of the Woods in state of 

nature 

between rate of inflow, lake level, and 
change in stage- -Rainy Lake in state of 

nature , 

of lake levels to tail water levels, Lake of the 
Woods— effect of Rollerway and Norman 

Dam on 

Reserve storage capacity on lake or reservoir , 

Reservoir control in general 

Reservoirs, Upper Rainy 

Rice Bay, Shoal I^e, see Sheet No. 24, Atlas. 

Riparian lands 

Riparian owners, rights of 

River improvement. East Branch Winnipeg 

River 

Rainy River 

Throat Rapids 

Rock, as classification of areas 

surveyed areas of, see tables pages 35 to 38. . 

Rocky Narrows, Rainy Lake 

Rocky Point, see Sheet No. 12, Atlas. 

Rollerway Dam, effect of, on lake stages 

historical 

Round Lake, on profile of boundary waters 

Runoff, see inflow. 

and precipitation, mean annual 

computed 

from Upper Rainy watershed 1905 to date 

from UppQT Rainy watershed prior to 1905. .. 

per cent of total runoff of Lake of the Woods 

watershed from above International Falls. . 
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Saganaga Lake, area of 

on profile of boundary waters 

use of, as secondary storage reservoir 

Sand, as classified area 

surveyed area of, see tables pages 35 to 44.... 
Sand Point Lake, area of 

on profile of boundary waters 

surveys of portions of shore, see Sheet No. 3, 
Lakes above Kettle Falls, Atlas 

use of, as storage reservoir 

Scovil, S. S 

Sea-level datum, determination of 

Sewerage, Warroad 

Shepard; Geoxge M 

Shoal Lake, area of 

Greater Winnipeg Water District and 

reconnaissance examinations, see Reconnais- 
sance Sheet Nos. 1 and 3, Atlas. 

relation to Lake of the Woods 

surveys of portions of shore, see Sheet Nos. 

2a-25, Atlas 

Shore Line, comments on early character ot 

defined, see descriptive notes on various 
Sheets, Atlas 

Northwest Angle Inlet * 

United States General Land Office 

Slope gauges, Western Outlet, Lake of the Woods. . 

of James C. Kennedy 

of Manitoba Hydrographic Survey 

Sluices, miscellaneous elevations of, see also 

plans of dams 

Snow, see precipitation. 

Soil, map showing character of. Lake of the 

Woods watershed 

Soil storage, see ground storage 

8oul6, S. B 

Spruce swamp, see coniferous swamp. 

Stairs, Gordon S 

Stanjikoming Btfy, see Rainy Lake Sheet No. 4, 

Atlas 

Steam auxiliary power 

Stoney Point, see Sheet No. 6, Atlas. 
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Storage, outflow and inflow—- Lake of the Woods. . 

Storage, outflow and inflow — Rainy Lake 

Storage reeervoirfl, secondary 
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Sucker Lake, on profile of boundary waters 

Summary of Maps in Atlas and Volume of Plates. 

Summer resorts 

Surveys, International Boundary Oommisbion — 

International Joint Commission 

Lake of the Woods 

lakes above Kettle FaUs 
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methods of instrumental 
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classification of 

totals of surveyed— Sheets 1-25 

Swamp, coniferous 

surveyed area of, see tables pages 35 to 44. . . 
Swamp Lake, on profile of boundary waters... 
Swamp Portage, on profile of boundary waters 
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relation of, to total outflow from Lake of the 
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TJnivereity of Minnesota, The State 

Upper Rainy watershed, area of 

monthly precipitation and temperatures. 

runoff from, 1905 to date 

runoff from, prior to 1905 

storage reserv'oirs on 



Vapor pressure, see evaporation. 

Vermilion Lake, area of 

Little, see Little Vermilion Ijake 

observed water levels at Tower, Minnesota. . 

use of, afl secondary storage reservoir 
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Vermilion River, daily dischai^ge 

discharge measurements 
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Vick, C. J 



Warroad, see Sheet No. 10, Atlas 

classification of land in 
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depth 
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observed water levels 

river and relation to prevailing natural levels 

sewerage 

water gauges and bench marks 

Warroad River, see Sheet No. 10, Atlas 

Waste, Minnesota and Ontario Power Company 

plant 

Water, areas on Lake of the Woods watershed — 

as classification under surveyed areas 

surveyed area of, see tables, pages 35 to 38 . . . 
Water levels, observed, see individual stations. 
Water power, available at outlets of Lake of the 

Woods from various methods of regulation 

Water powers on Winnipeg River below outlets of 

Lake of the Woods 

Water Power Branch, Dominion, Department of 

the Interior, Canada 

Watershed map, see Atlas. 
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Lake of the Woods Proper 

Lower Rainy 

Upper Rainy 

Water supply, for domestic use 

Weather Bureau, United States 

Welin, Arthur 

West Branch of Winnipeg River, see Key Plan 
of Outlets 

discharge measurements , 

profile of water levels 

Western Outlet, Lake of the Woods, control sec- 
tion at C. P. R. bridge 

cross sections of '. 

discharge measurements on 

Kennedy slope gauge readings on 

M. H. S. slope gauge readings on , 

map of 

profile of channel , 

rating curve of dischai^ge in state of nature. 

relation between controlled outflow, stage 

andfaU 

Weir, at Kenora Municipal Power Plant 

formula for Eastern Outlet 

White Dpg Rapids, as control section 

discharge measiu^ments at 

White Fish Bay, see watershed Map. 
White, J. G., A Company, notes relating to con- 
struction of Minnesota and Ontario Power Co. 
dam and paper mill at International Falls and 

Fort Frances 

White Otter Lake, area of 

use of, as secondary storage reservoir 
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Willows and brush 

surveyed areas of, see tables, pages 35 

Willow Creek, see Sheet No. II, Atlas. 
Wind, effect of, on levels of Lake of the Woods — 
Wind velocity, see evaporation. 
Windy Point, see Sheet No. 17, Atlas. 
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Flood of 1916: 

Available storage capacity for 233, 234 

On Lake of the Woods 233 
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Reduction of, by providing storage for spring floods 240 
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rate of outflow 254 

Required under various methods of regulation 239, 254, 255 

On Lake of the Woods— 

In 1896 239 

In 1916 239 

Under conditions of maximum natural inflow 239 

Levels, computed natural high water, 1916— 
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Maintenance of, necesBitates flexible minimiim lake level 251 

Need for increase of 250 

318 



Digitized by 



Google 



314 INDKX TO SUPPLBMENTABY DISCUSSION 

Outflow capacity » Lake of the Woods: Pace. 

Increase of .• 244 

Present capacity inadequate 238 

Recommend maximum 244 

NamakanLake 236 

Rainy Lake 235 

Outlets of Lake of the Woods: 

Enhugementof 244 

Inadequate present capacity of 239 

Regulating works in 244, 245 

Regulation: 

Desirable for Lake of the Woods 241, 245-247 

Desirable for Rainy Lake 242 

Limitations of, below ordinary high-water mark 255 

Of outflow from Rainy Lake — 

Effect of, on equalization of levels. Lake of the Woods 252-254 

Effect of, on flood reserve 254 

Effect of, on Rainy River waterpowers 252-254 

Effect of, on Winnip^ River waterpowers 252-254 

Probable future type of, on Lake of the Woods and Rainy Lake 241,242 

Requirements of, for flood prevention 248 

Requirements of, for increasing dependable outflow 249 

To increase dependable flow requires large reservoir storage 242, 247 

Relation of levels in April, 1910, to normal spring level 233, 234 

Rise in lake level during extreme flood inflow if waste gates are not opened, 

Lake of the Woods and Rainy Lake .' 240 

Seepage and wind effects, allowance for, on Lake of the Woods 243 

Storage, available in spring of 1916 233, 234 

Lake of the Woods 233 

Namakan Lake 233 

Rainy Lake 233 

Desirability of retention of flowage easement for 249 

Disadvantage of, on minor lakes 248, 249 

For logging operations 249 

Limitations of, below ordinary high water 255 

On upper Rainy watershed — 

Effect of, on equalization of levels of Lake of the Woods 252, 253 

Effect of, on Rainy River waterpowers 251-253 

Effect of, on Winnipeg River water-powers 251-253 

Wind effects and seepage, allowance for, on Lake of the Woods 243 
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